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~ : Greeting. these columns we shall consult our con- _— 
“% a stituency as to our plans of administra- 
ee Word and Work again appears, in name tion, and we shall report our progress; we 
as well as in fact, to carry from month to shall express our hopes and our needs. 
month friendly messages from the head- This number will be mailed to a large  - ¢ aw 
' quarters of the denomination to all in- number of persons. Any one receivi git 
terested persons. In this first issue the who desires to receive free of cost the suc- 
_ American Unitarian Association, the Na-~ ceeding numbers from month to month 
tional Alliance of Unitarian Women, and is requested ‘so tO. notify the Secretary of © 2 2 
, the Young People’s Religious Union are the Association. We do not desire to in- pate 
__ represented. It is the earnest hope of flict the monthly message upon unwilling 
these three organizations that the Unita- receivers, nor do we desire to waste them 
rian Sunday School Society will find it upon any one who will throw them aside 
possible in future issues to appear. This unread. This publication will be expen- 
_ first issue has been prepared at so short sive: therefore we do not wish to be waste- 
a notice that it has not proved possible ful. I suggest that our ministers can ren- 
for the Sunday School Society to give der help in this matter by undertaking to 
; consideration to the question of such a _ distribute in person or by the aid of some 
o= co-operation. Word and Work is but one parish officer a certain number of copies 
= al: many manifestations of the very hearty — to individuals in the parish. We think 
* spirit of co-operation binding our various it undesirable to send out parcels of these 
; National organizations together. With for distribution at the church door, pre- 
4 our various offices side by side under one ferring the plan of having the paper de- 
roof, the National officers are in close livered in person or sent by mail to in- 
communication with one another, each dividuals who will be interested to read 
gladly availing himself of the special in- it. Will the ministers kindly inform me 
* formation of the other, each doing all in _ in case they are willing to aid in this mat- 
his power to facilitate the special work of _ ter, which is one intended for the instruc- 
the other. It is intended in various issues tion of our people in some of their common 
of Word and Work to impart to its readers work. From this publication we naturally 
a ‘great deal of fresh and helpful informa- hope for two returns. On the one hand 
tion concerning the activities of the de- we hope for an increased income for the 
and officers. In maintenance of our church extension 


earns 


© 
* 
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nominational leaders 
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work; on the other hand and as a more 
important result, we anticipate increased 
interest in the carrying out of that work 
on the part of thousands of our laity who 
are competent to do it. We wish our 
people to know what we are trying to do, 
and we wish them to catch the vision of 
the great worth of the things we are trying 
to do. CHARLES HE. St. JOHN. 


Report of Directors 
of the American Unitarian Association. 


The directors of the American Unitarian 
Association held their regular monthly 
meeting at their rooms, 25 Beacon Street, 
Tuesday, October 11. There were present 
Messrs. Frothingham, Hutchinson, Lin- 
coln, Long, St. John, and Ware, and Mrs. 
Keyes and Mrs. Morton. In the absence 
of the president, the secretary called the 
meeting to order and asked for the nomi- 
nation of a chairman, and Mr. John D. 
Long was elected to preside at the meet- 
ing. In the absence of the assistant sec- 
retary the records of the preceding meet- 
ings were read by the secretary. 

The treasurer made the following state- 
ment for the month of September :— 


RECEIPTS. 

Cash on hand Sept. 1, 1904 . . $29,925.43 
From donations 945.00 
Income of invested funds 1,816.40 
Interest on bank deposits . 82.18 

Investment Church Palins 
Fund repaid on loans a 925.00 
Books sold, etc. . 510.61 
$34,154.62 

EXPENDITURES. 

For missionary purposes $5,939.32 
Books, tracts, etc. ‘ 1,319.84 
Salaries and other missionary @x- 

penses. . 1,288.51 
Expenses of Unitarian Building 554.56 
Investment Church Building Loan 

Fund loaned to churches . 6,000.00 


AT Mother uUrpOSOs uae see mCeemmene 8.50 
Cash on hand Oct. 1, 1904 19,043.89 


$34,154.62 


The cash on hand includes the follow- 
ing :-— 


Church Building Loan Hund pledged 
forloans .. : 


$5,854.61 

Contributions for Bpocial purposes and 
for general purposes. = 13,189.28 
$19,043.89 


nal 

The business of the New England Com- 
mittee had precedence. And the board 
adopted the report of that committee, 
making the following appropriations for 
the six months beginning Nov. 1, 1904: 
to All Souls’ Unitarian Society, Windsor, 
Vt., $100; to the First Unitarian Society, 
Gardner, Mass., $75, on condition that the 
debt be decreased $100 during the year; 
to the First Congregational Society, Hub- 


bardston, Mass., $75; to the Church of: 


the Unity, Randolph, Mass., $100; to the 
First Parish, Sandwich, Mass., $50; to the 
Second Unitarian Society, West Somer- 
ville, Mass., $125; to the Unitarian Soci- 
ety, Vineyard Haven, Mass., $62.50; to 
the Unitarian Church, Derby, Conn., $450; 
to the Unitarian Society of New London, 
Conn., $125; to the Church of the Messiah, 
St. John, N.B., $275; to the First Unita- 
rian Society, Ellsworth, Me., $250; to the 
South Unitarian Congregational Society, 
Worcester, Mass., $400; to the First Uni- 
tarian Society, Millbury, Mass., $50, at 
the discretion of the secretary. 

Upon recommendation of the Publica- 
tion Committee it was 

Voted, To accept the proposition of the execu- 
tive committee of the Women’s National Alliance 
and the Young People’s Religious Union, and to 
join with these bodies in the publication of Uni- 
tarian Word and Work. 

Voted, To appropriate from the publication 
budget a sum not exceeding $300, forthe expenses 
of this joint work. 


Voted, Toadopt the new classification and index 
of the tracts submitted by the secretary. 


The Committee on Church Building 
Loan Fund reported that no loans have 
been made and no applications, in regu- 
lar form, have been rejected, since the last 
meeting of the board of directors. 

Under miscellaneous business the sec- 
retary read a letter from Mr. Fox, regret- 
ting the illness that enforced his first ab- 
sence from a meeting of the board in forty- 
three years. 

On motion of Mrs. Keyes 

Voted, That the board of directors, appreciating 


the faithful regularity of Mr. Fox’s attendance 
at the board meetings through his long term of 
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service, regret that ill-health should have made 
it impossible for him to be present to-day, and 
trust that he will soon be able to return to his 
familiar place. 


Adjourned. 
CHARLES FE. St. Jonn. 


Readers of Word and Work will be in- 
terested in the following information con- 
cerning matters referred to in the above 
report. Of the assisted churches those in 
Windsor, Vt., Hubbardston and Sand- 
wich, Mass., are struggling churches in 
country communities which are able to 
continue their work only through the help 
of the Association or other friends, but 
the slight appropriations granted by the 
Association enable them to maintain the 
resident pastorate and to carry on a most 
useful work. The churches in Gardner, 
Randolph, West Somerville, Worcester, 
Millbury, and Vineyard Haven, Mass., 
Derby and New London, Conn., Elisworth, 
Me., are churches in cities or towns of 
considerable size which have within the 
last twenty-five years, some of them very 
recently, been founded through the assist- 
ance of the Association, but which, owing 
to the difficult conditions under which 
they work, are not even yet entirely self- 
supporting. The importance of such 
churches does not need to be emphasized, 
but the problem of their growth seems not 
to have been solved. The directors of the 
Association are gravely perplexed by the 
inability of many of the assisted churches 
to proceed speedily to a condition of self- 
support. In most ways the work is car- 
ried on well in these assisted churches. 
They show wisdom in the choice of min- 
isters and very great faithfulness and de- 
votion on the part of their members. 
Spiritually the condition of all the churches 
assisted by the Association is good. Fi- 
nancially they often seem lacking in ex- 
ecutive ability on the side of raising money 
for their expenses. The many instances 
when such societies believe it to be neces- 
sary to rest all upon the success of a church 


fair are illustrative of inadequate methods 
of church administration. We cannot suf- 
fer any of these churches to close their 
doors, but it is a great question whether 
the system of an indefinite continuance of 
missionary grants is the wisest method 
of keeping them alive. 

The new classification of the tracts is 
a radical departure from the methods fol- 
lowed from the beginning of the work of 
the Association until the present day. 
The tracts have been rearranged into one 
series and are to be known henceforth by 
numbers simply. The numbers, in order 
to make as little disturbance as possible, 
are based upon the present fourth series, 
the tracts of the fifth, seventh, eighth, 
ninth, and eleventh series having been 
distributed to fill all gaps in the number- 
ing of the fourth series, and after that hav- 
ing been given new numbers of their own. 
The new list of tracts soon to be published 
will, therefore, present tracts from one up 
to one hundred and ninety-five. The 
proper classification of these tracts is se- 
cured by an index which will first include 
a dozen or more principal headings given 
in large type. Such headings are “God,” 
“Jesus,” “Immortality,” “The Bible,’ 
“General Statements of Belief,” etc., con- 
stituting in effect a classified division of 
the tracts for the use of Post-office Mission 
workers. In addition to these comprehen- 
sive items in the index there will be a con- 
siderable number of topics which are se- 
lected as likely to refer inquirers to the 
answer to questions frequently raised by 
others than Unitarians. The index is in- 
tended, in short, both for well-informed 
Post-office Mission workers and for in- 
quirers who are making their first steps 
towards a knowledge of Unitarianism. It 
is very much desired that suggestions be 
made to the Secretary of the Association 
looking towards the enrichment of this in- 
dex. Two other groups of tracts will not 
be numbered in the regular series, nor 
referred to in the index. There will be 
a special series known as ‘Memorable 
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Sermons and Discourses of the Nineteenth 
Century,” which will include all the tracts, 
at present printed in the tenth series. 
There will be also a series of foreign tracts 
of which we now have several in German 
and in Spanish. 


Circuit Work. 


Great stress is now being laid by the 
directors of the Association upon an en- 
largement of what may best be called cir- 
cuit work in the country districts and 
small towns. This purpose is based upon 
our recognition that the country districts 
in the United States are not well minis- 
tered to. The various orthodox churches 
almost invariably appeal in the most con- 
servative manner to the country popula- 
tion. In those regions doctrines are 
preached which would excite horror or 
ridicule in the city churches of the same 
denominations. The result of this is a 
vast amount of non-church-going in the 
country. It is our conviction that this 
can be remedied only by the spread of 
liberal Christianity in some form. It 
seems to be our duty to undertake some 
portion of that most necessary work. 

Perhaps the best way to outline the 
method which we hope to follow is by de- 
scribing the plan of operations adopted in 
the case of our first worker, Rev. Harry 
Ki. Gilchrist, who has recently joined our 
ranks from the Episcopal church. His 
field is located in southeastern New York 
and is to be known as the Susquehanna 
Unitarian Circuit. From Binghamton as 
a centre Mr. Gilchrist will preach as fol- 
lows: 

First Sunday in month: Elmira, 10.30 
p.M.; Waverley, 3 p.m.; Owego, 8 P.M. 
Second Sunday in month: Corning, 10.30 
a.M.; Horse Heads, 3 p.m.; Watkins, 8 
p.M. Third Sunday in month: Lester- 
shire, 10.30 a.m.; Deposit, 3 p.m.; Han- 
cock, 8 p.m. Fourth Sunday in month: 
Norwich, 10.30 a.m.; Sidney, 3 P.m.: 


Bainbridge, 8 p.m. Fifth Sunday in 


month: Delhi, 10 a.m.; Walton, 1.30 P.m.; 
Unadilla, 8 p.m. For week-day even- 
ings: Montour Falls, Ist week; Whit- 
ney’s Point, 2d week; Marathon, 3d 
week; Greene, 4th week; New Berlin, 5th 
week. The primary object in this cir- 
cuit work will not be the establishment 
of struggling little churches each of 
which will need appropriation from 
the Association for an indefinite period of 
years. It is intended rather to train a 
widely scattered body of liberals to a sys- 
tem of religious administration and wor- 
ship wherein they can feel they have a 
vital organization, though assembling to- 
gether with a minister not oftener than 
once a month. It may be that in the 
course of time local churches will spring 
up within the bounds of the Susquehanna 
circuit, but that is not the primary inten- 
tion. It is expected that to a considerable 
extent, if not entirely, the circuit will sup- 
port the one minister who has charge of 
it, but in so far as this does not result the 
Association will pay the salary and meet 
the expenses of the minister. 

The directors felt that the many claims 
upon the treasury already existing for- 
bade their undertaking this additional ser- 
vice. They therefore authorized the Sec- 
retary to make a public appeal for special 
gifts to the amount of five thousand dol- 
lars for inaugurating this specific work. 
This appeal has been printed in the Regis- 
ter and otherwise laid before many indi- 
viduals with the result that thus far about - 
fifteen hundred dollars has been contrib- 
uted. As soon as the money amounts to 
two thousand it will be safe to commission 
another circuit preacher, and an admirable 
young minister is eagerly awaiting the 
chance to begin such work. In addition 
to him there are two other more experi- 
enced and thoroughly trusty ministers 
who would gladly be sent to this kind of 
work. I should be glad to receive con- 
tributions or inquiries from any person 
reading this who feels inclined to aid. 
Anything given to this object, however, 
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should be strictly in addition to the 
amount such giver is prepared to con- 
tribute to the Association through his 
church. We cannot afford to let the 
success of this particular plan diminish 
the regular income of the Association, 
which is already much too small for the 
work of other nature which we are trying 
to do and ought to increase. Contribu- 
tions have been ranging from one dollar 
to five hundred, so that no one need to 
hesitate to send in a small amount, but 
let no contribution be made at the ex- 
pense of diminishing the contribution 
from the churches to the Association in 
the regular channels. 
CHARLES E. Sr. JouN. 


The Situation at Attleboro. 


About four years ago Rev. Wilson S. 
Fritch withdrew from the Second Congre- 
gational Church of Attleboro because his 
progressive and liberal teachings were not 
acceptable to that-church. A large body 
of the people followed Mr. Fritch from the 
church and a still larger number of per- 
sons who had been non-church-goers ral- 
lied around him, encouraging him to es- 
tablish an independent society in Attle- 
boro. This was done, and for four years 
Mr. Fritch preached to very large congre- 
gations in a conveniently located theatre. 
Audiences were often as many as seven 
hundred in number and seldom less than 
two hundred and fifty, services being held 
twice each Sunday. This work Mr. Fritch 
has recently relinquished for the purpose 
of devoting his attention to another occu- 
pation, greatly to the sorrow of the people 
to whom his liberal message has meant 
much for these four years. The work of 
Pilgrim Church, as this independent soci- 
ety has been named, has been all this time 
practically that of a Unitarian church. 
In recognition of this fact the services for 
October 16th were entrusted to the Sec- 
retary of the Association. 

As there exists in Attleboro a good Uni- 


versalist society, this field is clearly one 
for careful conformity to the spirit of 
friendliness which many in the Universal- 
ist and Unitarian denominations are now 
trying to establish and deepen. For this 
reason I desire to describe explicitly the 
course I followed and intend to follow in 
Attleboro. I may say at the start that 
this course has met the cordial approval 
of representative Universalist denomina- 
tional officers. Pilgrim Church is com- 
posed of persons who have either come 
from some Orthodox church or from no 
church at all. There is hardly any one 
in it who had any previous connection 
with the Universalist church in Attleboro. 
It has been a self-sustaining society, rais- 
ing as much as six thousand dollars in 
some years and paying the minister each 
year a salary of twenty-five hundred dol- 
lars. It has reached and interested a 
great many people who have not been 
reached by any existing church in the 
town, including the Universalist, and has 
influenced the lives of these people through 
its liberal teachings. It would clearly be 
a great loss to the religious life of Attle- 
boro if this society, provided it really is 
as strong as it appears to be, were to be 
simply disbanded. It is equally clear 
that it would be an unfortunate outcome 
of the situation to have in Attleboro a 
small Universalist church and an equally 
small Unitarian church, the latter assisted 
by Association money. Whatever else 
may happen, it is the desire of the Secre- 
tary of the Association that this last shall 
not take place. 

My first advice to the people of Pilgrim 
Church, therefore, given to them in the 
course of my morning sermon and repeated 
at a conference held with some hundred 
individuals after the morning service, was 
that they go in a body and join the Uni- 
versalist church. This advice I gave 
with great clearness and emphasis. I then 
went on to say that, if such a course were 
impossible and would mean practically the 
dissolution of the power there represented, 
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and involve the renewal of non-church- 
going by many of the members with but 
meagre acquisition to the ranks of the 
Universalist church, then I wished to con- 
fer with them as to their future as an in- 
dependent church. At the conference held 
after the morning service I stated that my 
desire was simply to help all to understand 
what fellowship with the Unitarian de- 
nomination signified in its relation to the 
independency of the congregation. I 
offered to answer questions as the best 
method of imparting the information 
needed. For nearly an hour I was plied 
with questions, by my answers to which 
I explained the attitude of Unitarians 
towards modern thought, church organi- 
zation and methods. I claimed that Pil- 
grim Church had throughout its four years 
of existence been practically a Unitarian 
church, that it was no more independent 
than are all Unitarian churches and that 
it would lose no phase of its independency 
by co-operating with other independent 
churches for a work which is larger than 
that done by any one. Pilgrim Church 
will now hold meetings to decide whether 
to join the Universalist church, whether 
to keep on as they have been with their 
well-established organization, and in that 
case whether or not to seek the Unitarian 
fellowship. Until this decision is reached 
services will probably be held each Sun- 
day with Unitarian ministers in charge. 


Summer Work. 

An experiment of securing lay as- 
sistance in summer work has just been 
made in the Aroostook field. Miss Brit- 
telle, a trained kindergartner who had just 
closed a year of successful work in a pri- 
vate kindergarten in Presque Isle, and 
who had done kindergarten work in the 
Presque Isle Sunday School, was induced 
to give all her time during the summer 
vacation to such work in this field as Mr. 
Chappell might find for her to do. Her 
work has been of a manifold character 


such as is usually done by an assistant 
minister. She was made superintendent 
of the Sunday School at Presque Isle, and 
had special charge of the kindergarten de- 
partment. Her work in the Sunday 
School has greatly strengthened it. She 
has helped also to keep the chorus choir 
together for efficient work, and has done 
much to help all departments of the work 
up to a higher degree of efficiency. Dur- 
ing this period she has called, on an aver- 
age, twice upon each family in the parish 
in the interest of the church work and life. 
The greater part of the large correspond- 
ence concerning P. O. Mission work, trav- 
elling libraries, and work of this character, 
as well as a great amount of clerical work 
has been given into her hands. The 
greater part of this work must of neces- 
sity have been left undone because of the 
increasing demands upon the minister in 
this field for purely ministerial service, 
and particularly would it have been neces- 
sary to neglect many things at Fort Fair- 
field which just now needs much time and 
thought. 


New Publications. 


All of the Association’s Fall books with 
a single exception are now issued, and 
the new Bulletin is in process of distri- 
bution. Since the Bulletin itself is the 
principal means used by the Publication 
Department to make its latest material 
known, considerable pains has been taken 
to make it in every way attractive and 
fully descriptive both by word and il- 
lustration. The books and the Bulle- 
tin are the best as a whole that the Asso- 
ciation has so far published, and the in- 
terest of all those who care about 
this side of our denominational work 
we should be glad to have manifested 
in a request for this descriptive catalogue. 
It contains thirty-two pages, printed in 
two colors throughout, with illustrations, 
listing all of the books issued during 
the past three -years,—some thirty in 
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number,—together with selected titles 
from the general catalogue, making fifty 
splendid volumes in all, with which every 
one in our denomination ought to be 
familiar. 

Perhaps the briefest method of men- 
tion of some of the Fall books is to quote 
verbally from the Publication Bulletin. 

JoHN GiLLEY, by CHarLes W. Exnior. 
“A brief record of a Maine farmer and 
fisherman, ‘one of the forgotten mill- 
ions,’ in whose simple, dignified, though 
obscure life is found that type of hardy 
character and rugged virtue in which 
lie the best hopes of the race. This is 
the first title in a series of books to be 
called ‘True American Types,’ in which 
shall be set forth in separate little vol- 
umes short sketches of the sterling Amer- 
ican manhood which travels along the 
by-paths of life rather than in the high- 
ways of fame.” The price is 60 cents net; 
postage, 6 cents additional. 

THe Wanperinc Host, by Davip 
Starr Jorpan. “An allegory illustrat- 
ing the diversity of paths into which dif- 
ferences of opinion in matters of religious 
doctrine lead searchers after truth. The 
perplexities which constantly arise, the 
doubts which beset every step of the 
journey, the bewilderment with which 
the hearts of all are filled in the attempt 
to read the signs by the way, the fears 
which ever assail the baffled efforts of 
those who would be leaders of men, are 
all portrayed with keen insight and rare 
sympathy.”” The price is 90 cents net; 
postage, 7 cents additional. 

Tue Toucnu oF Nature, by AuGcustus 
M. Lorp. “A delightful book for young 
or old, containing thirteen ‘little tales 
of great peoples,’ as its sub-title reads, 
one story for each great nation, retold 
in his own language by the author. Each 
story has a distinct setting of its own 
characteristic of the people in whose land 
the scene of the tale is laid. Forty or 
more line-cut illustrations set into an un- 
usually beautiful face of type lend ad- 


ditional interest to each narrative. The 
spirit of the original stories, selected from 
a great mass of material with much care 
and good judgment, is admirably retained 
by the author, who puts into his language 
the alluring art of the true story-teller, 
and this appreciative interpretation of 
his many and varied characters serves 
to give that peculiar atmosphere which 
is a marked charm of the book.” Price, 
$1.00 net; postage, 10 cents additional. 

THE SupREMacy oF JEsusS, by JOSEPH 
H. Crooxsr. “Religious literature has 
many treatises, large and small, on the 
life and teachings of the Man of Galilee. 
Something new and unhackneyed still 
remains to be said about this great char- 
acter in human history, and it has been 
remarkably well said, with a fresh form 
of treatment and from an original point 
of view, in this little volume. It is a 
reverent, sympathetic, and, above all, 
a clear-sighted exposition, in the light of 
the frankly accepted higher criticism, of 
the essential and permanent elements 
in the life and example of the teacher of 
Nazareth. There is nothing negative, 
uncertain, or evasive in the treatment 
of the subject here given. Written from 
the vantage-ground of the best modern 
thought and from the Unitarian point of 
view, this book fills a hitherto unoccu- 
pied place in liberal religious literature.” 
Price 80 cents net; postage, 8 cents ad- 
ditional. 

Pintars oF THE TrmpPLe, by MINor 
J. Savace. “The foundation truths of 
religion cannot be too often emphasized 
or repeated, and when such wholesome 
religious teachings can be put into Dr. 
Savage’s own simple, direct, reasonable, 
and forceful way, the resulting volume 
appeals to all who are willing to be guided 
by clear and fearless thinking. The chap- 
ters of this particular book go far to clear 
up confused popular ideas about the sub- 
jects dealt with. ‘The God we Wor- 
ship,’ ‘The Christ we Love,’ ‘The Heaven 
we Hope for,’ ‘The Hell we Fear,’ indi- 
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cate the line of topics treated. The pil- 
lars upon which this temple is reared are 
sturdy columns of rational religious con- 
ceptions which devoutly concern the de- 
velopment of the higher life.” Price 
90 cents net; postage, 9 cents additional. 

Tipes oF THE Sprrit, Selections from 
the Writings of James Martineau, edited 
by Asert Lazensy. “This volume, 
made up of selections from the religious 
and devotional writings of James Mar- 
tineau, is in the nature of a manual of 
devout thought and rational piety: the 
more speculative and controversial por- 
tions of the author’s works are left aside. 
The rare combination of clear moral 
vision and fine spiritual judgment, to- 
gether with remarkable beauty of ex- 
pression, found in the works of Marti- 
neau, render them rich in material for 
such a book of selections. In connection 
with the centenary of Martineau’s birth 
it is expected that such a volume will 
be widely welcomed, making available, 
as it does, at a very moderate price, ma- 
terial otherwise inaccessible except in 
the high-priced complete editions of his 
works.” Price $1.20 net; postage, 10 
cents additional. 

A Boox or Datty STRENGTH, ed- 
ited by V. D. Davis. “A helpful book 
of selections compiled from the writ- 
ings of well-known Unitarian authors, 
both British and American, one page for 
each day of the year. This is the first 
compilation to be made up of extracts 
from distinctly Unitarian writers only, 
most of whom, moreover, are living; 
and it has the additional merit of intro- 
ducing the reader, in about half of its 
passages, to some of the foremost Uni- 
tarian writers of England, while in the 
others he will meet the more familiar 
friends at home.”’ Price $1.20 net; post- 
age, 10 cents additional. 

CHRISTIANITY AND THE RELIGIONS OF 
THE Wort, by J. Estrin CARPENTER. 
“One by one the great civilizations of 
the past have yielded up their treas- 


ures, and the nineteenth century has 
witnessed the discovery of ancient faiths, 
so that the history of religion is now 
known to be inseparably connected with 
the whole history of the human race. 
To sketch this process is the object of this 
volume by one of the foremost religious 
writers of England. It comprises a 
study of the differentiating characteris- 
tics of the world’s chief religions and the 
unique place which Christianity, because 
of its own peculiar power and mission, 
which are here outlined, occupies among 
them.” Price 80 cents net; postage, 
5 cents additional. 

Tur TRINITY AND THE INCARNATION, 
by RicHarp A. Armstrone. “In this 
book the author, a prominent British 
writer on liberal religious subjects, re- 
views, with singular clearness and rigid 
historical accuracy, the sources of the 
doctrines of the Trinity and the Incar- 
nation, and examines their validity. 
Although these two topics are not new 
in religious literature, the combined lu- 
cidity and brevity of treatment, with- 
out sacrificmg anything essential, put 
into a small, easily-read volume the vital 
material of cumbersome treatises.’’ Price 
80 cents net; postage, 7 cents additional. 

Brooxse HerrorpD, by JoHN CuCKSON. 
“A brief but interesting sketch of the 
personal and ministerial history of the late 
Dr. Herford by a friend who knew him, 
in England and in America, and suc- 
ceeded him in Boston. His character 
and methods, as preacher and pastor, 
are admirably set forth in this little book, 
together with estimates of his literary 
work. A biographical account of this 
nature, based upon intimate individ- 
ual knowledge, has that personal ele- 
ment woven through its pages which im- 
parts life to biographical writing, and pre- 
sents the true, living personality. The 
result is a graphic portrait of a strong and 
magnetic individuality.” Price 75 cents 
net; postage, 6 cents additional. 

C. L. Stepsins, Publication Agent. 
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The object of the Alliance is, primarily, to quicken the religious life of our Unitarian churches, and 


to bring the women of the denomination into closer acquaintance, co-operation, and fellowship. 
Soe ee eae eee 


National Alliance. 


It is with great satisfaction that the Na- 
tional Alliance finds itself able to return 
to the original plan of making its monthly 
report in Unitarian Word and Work. 
We had become much attached to the 
familiar name, which was relinquished 
with reluctance, and it is a pleasure to 
have once more the inspiration of such a 
title and to renew the connection with the 
American Unitarian Association. Alliance 
members will again have the opportunity 
of. reading the combined reports of the 
three organizations and therefore knowing 
all that is of interest in the denomination. 

The Alliance sends Word and Work to 
officers of branches for use in their work, 
and trusts that the contents will be made 
known to all other members. 


The President in the circular letter re- 
cently issued has presented the greetings 
of the Executive Board at the opening of 
this season’s active work, and has added 
most encouraging words as to the oppor- 
tunities for increasing usefulness for the 
Alliance. The coming weeks will see a 
new beginning for many of the branches. 
New officers will gather up the broken 
threads and new interests and new schemes 
will be woven into the Alliance fabric. 
But the original motives, the high ideals 
will remain unchanged. Our faith still 
needs to be upheld, new churches must 
still be erected, struggling societies still 
be encouraged, new branches must be 
formed and weak ones strengthened, and 
missionary work must still be supported. 
There is enough of interest and stimulus 


to rouse the most passive Unitarian woman 
to put forth her whole energy to make 
the coming year a fruitful one. We are 
sure that the enthusiasm and personal 
conviction of the value of the work of 
which the president speaks and for which 
she hopes will be emphasized and felt by 
every Alliance member. 

The Executive Board will endeavor to 
keep closely in touch with the branches 
while preserving a broad outlook over the 
whole field, and in directing the general 
policy will have due regard for the differ- 
ing conditions in the various sections of 
the country. This will be easily done if 
each branch will carefully attend to the 
rules it is asked to follow, and which 
are necessary in so large an organization 
to make the simplest machinery run 
smoothly. 

First of all it is important that every 
member and most certainly every officer 
of a branch should become familiar with 
the By-laws. These have needed no real 
change and but slight amendment since 
their adoption and the rules applying to 
branches are clear and easily understood. 
Even the matter of reporting to directors 
is no longer an unwelcome task for any 
secretary and if done promptly will not 
become a burden. In this connection it 
is recommended that all remittances to 
the Alliance treasury be made by check, 
express or postal order payable to Mary 
Louise Catlin, Treasurer. Money enclosed 
in letters must be at the risk of the sender. 


The regular monthly meeting of the 
Executive Board was held at 25 Beacon 
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St. on Friday, Oct. 14, with twenty pres- 
ent. 

The corresponding secretary presented 
the Manual which has now been distrib- 
uted to the officers of branches. A few 
copies remain and may be found at head- 
quarters. The annual reports are full of 
interest and give a fair statement of the 
growth of the Alliance in its several de- 
partments. The Manual is otherwise a 
complete directory of the branches. The 
secretary reported visits to Middleboro 
and Roslindale, Mass., where she found 
all the members ready for aggressive work. 

Miss Morse reported ‘‘The National 
Post-office Mission Committee held its first 
autumn meeting October 12th. It was 
decided to continue the monthly meetings 
of Post-office Mission workers, and that 
these meetings should be held at head- 
quarters on the third Friday of each 
month at eleven o’clock. The new cata- 
logue of the circulating library of the Na- 
tional Alliance and the S. 8. Society is 
now ready, and copies may be obtained 
from Miss Everett, at 25 Beacon St.’’ 
This library now contains 480 volumes. 
The books are for free use and will be sent 
to any person desiring them, the borrower 
to pay return postage. 

“Rev. William Channing Brown desires 
to call the attention of the P. O. Mission 
Secretaries to his church of All Souls, and 
hopes that the names of correspondents 
who have become Unitarians may be sent 
to him, that he may help them, if they 
wish it, with his weekly letter and sermon. 

Rev. F. M. Bennett of Lawrence, Kansas 
is also glad to have the names of such 
correspondents, as he is doing a similar 
work. 

Rev. Henry W. Foote of New Orleans, 
reaches a large number of scattered cor- 
respondents in the South, and Rev. V. J. 
Gilpin of Toronto, Canada is ready for 
missionary work, and will be glad to re- 
ceive names of persons interested in Uni- 
tarianism in that part of Canada. All 
Post Office Mission Committees are ear- 


nestly asked by the National Committee to 
send the names of all their correspondents 
to Miss Everett.” 

The Study Class Committee was au- 
thorized to prepare and have ready for 
use next year a Leaflet on the Life and 
Works of Frances Power Cobbe. Inquiry 
brought out the fact that all the Study 
Class Leaflets are used, that new editions 
of each have been issued and that the one 
at present most called for is No. II: The 
Books of the Old Testament. No. VI: 
Unitarianism in New England is also a 
favorite. 

Several new Cheerful Letter committees 
were reported and the growth of interest 
in the work is encouraging. A new circu- 
lar concerning the Travelling Libraries will 
soon be sent out. 

The Committee on Appeals reported a 
recommendation that an appeal for $500 
be made to the branches for Richmond, 
Va. Alliance members are familiar with 
the story of the attempt to establish a 
permanent Unitarian church in Richmond 
where a little flame kindled several years 
ago has been kept alive by a few loyal 
women of the Alliance branch. The pres- 
ent minister Rev. John L. Robinson, is 
most hopeful in his anticipations and a few 
branches have already sent appropria- 
tions. The beginning of a good library 
has also been made through gifts from 
Baltimore and New England and Mr. 
Robinson asks for Prof. James’s “‘ Varieties 
of Religious Experiences” and Shaler’s 
“The Individual.” Any one willing to 
spare a copy of either of these books will 
give much pleasure by sending it to Rich- 
mond. 

The appeal for Fort Fairfield is also re- 
newed, to enable the society to rebuild 
the church which was burned last year. 
It will be remembered that a new and 
promising society had been formed in 
Fort Fairfield which had worked hard for 
more than two years to secure a church 
building. This was to have been dedi- 
cated at the same time as the new church 
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in Houlton, and its destruction was a seri- 
ous loss to the Unitarian movement in 
that section. 

The branch at Wichita, Kansas has been 
much encouraged by the gifts so far re- 
ceived and the growth of the society seems 
to show that the church has “a strong 
and firm foundation for future work.”’ 
The appeal is still before the Alliance. 

Something more is likewise needed for 
Salt Lake City, which is felt to be a most 
important post in the Unitarian field. 
This society was lately visited by the Alli- 
ance president who became much inter- 
ested in the work and warmly endorses it. 

It is a matter for congratulation that 
the new room added to the church at 
Lawrence, Kansas, is completed and like 
the addition made to Grace Chapel at 
Green Harbor, has already proved to be 
of inestimable service. 

An appeal is now made for a Pulpit for 
the church at Pueblo, Colorado. The only 
available substitute at present is a small 
Lectern left by the former owners of the 
church building. In the frequent changes 
which are made in our churches, it is 
hoped that a small pulpit or reading desk 
may be found and sent to Pueblo. 


The clerk reported the usual large cor- 
respondence and the increase of visitors 
at headquarters. Two barrels of maga- 
zines have been sent to Green Harbor for 
distribution to Life-saving stations and 
others. A large box of excellent books 
is ready for Gouldsboro, Maine, to help 
towards the beginning of a Library which 
is much needed. 

Miss Everett read an interesting letter 
from Rev. Earl Morse Wilbur, Dean of 
the Unitarian Theological School in Cali- 
fornia. Mr. Wilbur asks for all the man- 
uals, leaflets, reports and other publica- 
tions of the Alliance, as he is “trying 
from the start to build up the library of 
the school on lines that shall be thorough- 
going from a denominational point of 
view,” ... “they are all a part of the 


history of our work and may all be deeply 
prized by some future historian or re- 
searcher.”’ Mr. Wilbur suggests other op- 
portunities:—“If the Alliance or any 
branch or member of it should be inclined 
to contribute such books as a Unitarian 
Library ought to have,—say a set of Dr. 
Clarke’s works, or of Dr. Hale’s, or Dr. 
Savage’s, or Mr. Chadwick’s, to mention 
only those that come first to mind, I need 
not tell you that they would be both very 
welcome and very useful.” ... “It appears 
that a steady part of the work of this 
school is to be in outlining courses of read- 
ing for those who look forward to enter- 
ing it.” ... “Thus they can get clear 
bearings in our movement and thought 
. . . before beginning formally to study. 
Such books would be of uncommon value 
to ministers proposing to enter our field 
from other churches,—they cannot fairly 
be withdrawn from the circulation of the 
library for the purpose. If, then, the 
Alliance were inspired to entrust to me 
from one to four such loan libraries,—I 
think I could fairly give assurance that 
they would prove of great and steady use- 
fulness.” 

It may be difficult for any branch to 
make up a full library, but single volumes 
or money to purchase them will be gladly 
received at headquarters, from which the 
libraries can be sent as soon as completed. 
The following list contains the books most 
desired for such Loan Libraries:—Sun- 
derland’s Liberal Christian Ministry; Arm- 
strong’s Man’s Knowledge of God, God and 
the Soul; Maitland’s Theism or Agnosti- 
cism; Fiske’s Idea of God, Destiny of 
Man, Through Nature to God; Cressey’s 
Essential Man; Parker’s Discourse of Re- 
ligion; Clarke’s Orthodoxy, Common Sense 
in Religion; Savage’s Belief in God, Re- 
ligion of Evolution; Hedge’s Reason in 
Religion, Ways of the Spirit; Martineau’s 
Seat of Authority; Carpenter’s Bible in 
the Nineteenth Century; Sunderland’s 
The Bible; Chadwick’s The Man Jesus; 
Channing Hall Lectures; Cooke’s History 
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of Unitarianism; Reville’s Liberal Chris- 
tianity; Sabatier’s Religions of Authority. 

The school is established at the corner 
of Fourteenth and Castro Streets, Oak- 
land, California, in the Parish House of 
the First Unitarian Church. It has opened 
with four regular students and three others 
reading to enter next year. Students may 
have all the advantages of the University 
of California which is near by at Berkeley. 


The committee on Southern Work made 
a full report. The Southern Conference 
will be held at Charleston, S.C. on Nov. 
22-24 at which time Mr. Gillilan will be 
ordained. The Executive Board gave au- 
thority to the committee to pay the trav- 
elling expenses of Rev. Mr. Gibson and Mr. 
Cowan as well as Mr. Gillilan to enable 
them to attend the Conference. Advan- 
tage will be taken of the opportunity to 
dedicate the Chapel at Swansboro on Nov. 
20th. The society at Swansboro has 
mended the windows and otherwise re- 
paired the chapel, and have received the 
gift of a stove. An organ has been sent 
from West Roxbury and in the same box 
was packed a large Bible and the placard 
of Our Faith, enabling the church at 
Swansboro to begin as well equipped as 
the other Unitarian Chapels in the circuit. 
The resignation of Rev. J. G. Dukes from 
the Alliance missionary work was received 
and accepted. This resignation was not 
unexpected by the Board as Mr. Dukes 
had for some time wished to leave Shelter 
Neck and take up work in other places. 
The Alliance was unable to undertake any 
new southern enterprises at present and 
could not send Mr. Dukes elsewhere even 
if desirable. Mrs. Peterson, as chairman 
of the special committee intends visiting 
North Carolina with Rev. Mr. Key, who 
will have charge of Mr. Dukes’s circuit 
until a more permanent arrangement can 
be made. Mrs. Peterson will attend the 
Southern Conference and the dedication 
at Swansboro and prolong her visit until 
she is thoroughly conversant with the 
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present conditions in the places in which 
the Alliance is interested. 

Notices were received of the Missouri 
Valley Conference to be held at Topeka, 
Kansas on Oct. 17 and 18, with one after- 
noon devoted to an Alliance meeting, and 
of the Middle States Conference at Balti- 
more, Md. on Nov. 15, 16, 17, with an 
equally important programme. 

The next meeting of the Executive 
Board will occur on Nov. 11th and the 
April meeting will be held at the head- 
quarters in New York. 


Those who read the Christian Register 
will doubtless remember an earnest plea 
by an Alliance member for greater interest 
in the American Unitarian Association. 
The plea was headed A Challenge, and 
was addressed to every Alliance branch 
and every Young People’s Religious Union, 
and chiefly urged the necessity of prompt- 
ness and punctuality in the remittance of 
appropriations. The importance to the 
American Unitarian Association of re- 
ceiving contributions early in the year has 
many times been explained and was 
strongly stated in the Challenge men- 
tioned. The Alliance board would sug- 
gest that the members of each branch in- 
terest themselves to make sure that their 
church appropriates a generous sum for 
the American Unitarian Association and 
that it is sent early in the financial year. 


The president of the branch at North 
Andover, Mass. is Mrs. 8S. D. Stevens. 
The corresponding secretary of the First 
Parish, Dorchester, Mass. is Mrs. Nellie 
F. Crowell, 8 Monadnock St. Dorchester, 
and the secretary of the Schenectady 
branch is Mrs. R. D. Austin, Lowell Road, 
Schenectady, N.Y. Secretaries please in- 
sert the changes in the Manual. 


The appeals are as follows: 


Richmond) sex. .2 fea eens $500.00 
Horta airiielGieeae iaee ee een 279.00 
Wichitacscat Ants t Seoul eae ae 871.75 
Salguaker Oily ene cmt Meee ee a meen 300.00 
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Remember ! 


Professor Hale told us this morning of 
a certain preacher whose method of re- 
peating an important point in his sermon 
was to pause, grasp the lapels of his vel- 
vet-lined pulpit coat, and then say in a 
slow and impressive manner, ‘“ Now think 
of that! Think of that!” There are two 
broad thoughts of this kind that all of us 
may well keep in mind throughout the 
coming year. 

The first is illustrated by a little anec- 
dote told recently by Professor Harnack. 
It seems that Professor Harnack was once 
visiting at the home of two of his aunts, 
in a secluded part of Germany. He was 
surprised to discover that they were mem- 
bers of a little reading circle which was 
studying one of the most puzzling books 
of the Old Testament. On being asked 
how they got along with such a difficult 
task, they replied, ‘Oh, all that we don’t 
understand we explain to ourselves!” 
Now it is just this attitude of one-sided 
explanation that some of the Unions mani- 
fest when this or that point in the work of 
the National Union is not clear to them. 
May we not count on you all this year to 
let us help you clear up any uncertain 
point which may arise? “Think of this.” 

The second thought which we all need 
to have with us during the year should 
be suggested by the following note, just 
received from a student in answer to an 
invitation to a reception given by the 
young people of a Cambridge church. 

“Having severed my connection with 
the church owing to a rejection of religious 
belief, I must decline your kind invitation. 
Wishing you success nevertheless in your 
work, I am, sincerely yours, A— B—.” 


Mr. Avaustus J. BorpEn, Treasurer 


This is an extreme case of the thought 
in mind, but perhaps all the more useful 
on that account. Here is a young fellow 
who needs the help which thoughtful and 
tactful fellow students of believing hearts 
may give him, if they have but faith 
enough in their own truth. It suggests 
the answer to the query of certain strong 
Unions, “What do we get out of the Na- 
tional Union?” You get the opportunity 
for larger service, and if you really be- 
lieve that it is more blessed to give than 
to receive, you will never put the ques- 
tion twice. There are many feeble Unions 
in our midst: there are places where no 
Union yet exists, but where conditions 
are suitable for founding one. It is the 
support, in money, services, and ideas on 
the part of strong Unions that makes pos- 
sible the forward movement of our work. 
This is what you “get” out of working 
together in the National Union. ‘Think 
of this.” 
CARLETON AMES WHEELER, 
President. 


Directors’ Meetings. 


The first meeting of the Executive 
Board of the Y. P. R. U. for 1904-05, was 
held in Room 11, 25 Beacon St., on 
Wednesday June 8th at one o’clock. Mr. 
Wheeler presided, and there were present 
Messrs. Child, Saunderson, Melcher, Vail, 
and Miss Jones and Miss Loring. 

The minutes of the last meeting were 
read and accepted. 

The Treasurer was absent and there was 
nothing to report since the business meet- 
ing, so we had no Treasurer’s report. 

The directors unanimously passed a 
vote of thanks to Prof. Moore and to Mr. 
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Pierce for kindly addressing our Annual 
Meeting on May 26th. They also passed 
a vote of thanks to the Boston Federation 
for their reception and expressed their 
hearty and cordial appreciation of it. 

The following motion was unanimously 
passed : 


Voted, That in accordance with By-Law V., 
Reserve Fund, adopted at the last Annual Meet- 
ing, the Board of Directors hereby establishes a 
Reserve Fund to be made up as follows: — $200. 
now in the hands of the Treasurer under vote of 
the Board of Directors of January 12, 1904 and 
$183.50 received as gifts for said fund between 
March 30, 1904 and June 8, 1904. This fund is to 
be invested by the Treasurer as a separate fund 
subject to the conditions of By-Law V., and is not 
to be mingled with the general moneys of the 
Young People’s Religious Union held by him. 


In talking about the policy for the fut- 
ure it was suggested that it would help 
not only the National Union, but the 
Local ones as well if we should have a 
Year Book, and it was voted that we pub- 
lish a Year Book sometime during the 
next year, and in the meantime that we 
endeavor to gather all the information 
possible to compile this Year Book. 

Mr. Wheeler then appointed the follow- 
ing committees: 


Speaking Committee: Mr. A. R. Vail, Chair- 
man; Mr. F. G. Melcher, Miss Emily B. Osborn. 

Finance Committee: Mr. Augustus J. Boyden, 
Mr. Percy A. Atherton, Miss Elizabeth Loring, 
Miss Effie Moore, Mr. William G. Harrington. 

Publication Committee: Mr. Dudley R. Child, 
Chairman; Rev. Maxwell S. Savage, Rev. Alfred 
Free, Mr. A. R. Vail, Mr. Samuel R. Maxwell. 

Forward Movement Committee: Mr. Carleton 
A. Wheeler; Miss Emily B. Osborn, Rev. H. H. 
Saunderson, Miss Edith L. Jones, Miss Caroline 
B. Shaw, Miss Margaret Curtis, Mr. William G. 
Harrington. 


The bills for the past month were read 
and approved, and the meeting adjourned. 


The second regular meeting of the Ex- 
ecutive Board of the Young People’s Re- 
ligious Union was held on Wednesday, 
September 21. 

Mr. Wheeler presided and there were 
present Mr. Melcher, Mr. Harrington, Mr. 
Atherton, and Miss Loring. 


Young People’s Religious Union 


The minutes of the last meeting were 
read and accepted, and as the Treasurer 
was obliged to be absent and there was 
nothing special to say his report was 
omitted. 

The Directors talked about speaking 
and tried to arrange so that the Unions 
who needed speakers most should have 
them, and so that no Union should live 
entirely on the speakers from headquar- 
ters. They also talked over plans for a 
trip or two trips, and it seemed advisable 
to have at least one short one made by 
the Vice-President of the district to be 
covered. 

Mr. Wheeler suggested that a new offi- 
cer should be appointed to hold the office 
during the term of the officers of the Na- 
tional Union and that some of the duties 
of this “Correspondent,” as he might be 
called, should be to bring all our articles 
in the Christian Register or anywhere else 
to the notice of his Union. 

As there seemed to be no immediate 
business before the Board, the meeting ad- 
journed at about two o’clock. 


The third regular meeting of the Ex- 
ecutive Board of the Young People’s Re- 
ligious Union was on Wednesday, Oct. 5th. 
Mr. Wheeler presided and there were 
present: Mr. Boyden, Mr. Atherton, Mr. 
Harrington, Miss Jones, Miss Loring, Mr. 
Vail and Mr. Melcher. 

The minutes of the last meeting were 
read and accepted. The Treasurer made 
an informal report of the state of finances, 
showing that aside from the Reserve Fund 
we have very little money in the treasury. 
The Directors discussed ways of raising 
money. 

Mr. Vail reported for the Speaking 
Committee. He said that the Commit- 
tee are trying to supply speakers to all 
Unions that need them whether they 
send in an application or not, and that 
the Committee also intend, as a rule, 
to limit each Union to two speakers a 
year. 


Young People’s Religious Union 


The bills for the past month were ap- 
proved. 
The meeting then adjourned. 
Emity B. Osporn, 
Secretary. 


Union Notes. 


[This column is to be filled by contributions 
from the Secretaries of local Unions. All copy 
should be sent to Miss Emily B. Osborn, 25 Beacon 
St., Boston; before the twelfth of each month.] 

Dorchester, Mass. (Nathaniel Hall So- 
ciety).—‘‘We gave dinners at Thanksgiv- 
ing to fourteen deserving poor families. 
At Christmas we gave five dollars to the 
Morgan Memorial to help their entertain- 
ment for the children. We give annually 
twenty-five dollars to the Young People’s 
Religious Union. Although at present we 
have no regular outside work we are al- 
ways ready to lend a hand.” 


Charleston, S.C.—. . . “This year we have 
taken upon ourselves the opening of a 
free library.” ... 


Watertown, Mass.—. . . ‘“We hold meet- 
ings twice a month and this year we have 
tried the plan of having four papers at 
each meeting instead of one. This has 
added more interest to the meetings.” ... 


A “PENNY PARTY.” 


One of our Unions very kindly sent in 
this plan for a ‘Penny Party.” All such 
suggestions are very welcome and we 
should be glad if every Union that had 
a successful entertainment of any kind 
would send us an account. 

Send out little silk pockets with the 
invitations, and enclose the following 
verse. 

For the Admission Fee we kindly request that 
you would 


“Wor every Jetter in your name 
A penny take, and cast the same 
Within this little pocket. 
And if you would be very nice, 
Go through this operation twice, 
Then quickly shut and lock it.” 
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North Middlesex Federation, 


The North Middlesex Federation of 
Young People’s Societies held its au- 
tumn meeting at Ayer, Mass., Sept. 17, 
1904. 

The first speaker was Miss Ruth Fisher, 
of Westford. Her paper was on ‘Jesus’ 
Illustrations from Nature,’ showing how 
Jesus’ talks were influenced by the Na- 
ture in Palestine. 

Following this paper the guilds gave re- 
ports on the ‘Cheerful Letter work.” Of 
the eight guilds in the federation, four 
have carried on the work for some time, 
two have carried on the work but a few 
months and two have not as yet done 
anything in that line. 

Rev. Walter F. Greenman of Water- 
town gave a very strong talk on “The 
Emphasis needed in Our Liberal Faith To- 
day.” After the noon recess the reports 
from the different societies were given, 
showing an attendance of about seventy- 
five. 

A collection was taken for the mission- 
ary work of Rev. J. L. Douthit at Shelter- 
ville, Ill., after which Rev. John Applebee 
of West Roxbury gave a most earnest 
talk on “Temperance” and Rey. R. C. 
Douthit told of the work, entailing much 
self-sacrifice and hardship, which his 
father had done in Illinois. The meeting 
was adjourned at three-thirty. 

Fuorence K. Gatss, Sec. 


Tardy Contributions. 


These Unions sent a contribution for 
1903-04 to the National Treasury on or 
after May 1, 1904. 


Beverly, Neponset, Danvers, Roxbury (Chapel 
Club), Roxbury (All Souls’), Boston (Disciples 
Guild), Littleton, Winchester, 8. Natick, Carlisle, 
Gloucester, Fitchburg, Kingston, Westboro, Med- 
ford, Brighton, Salem (Second Church), Brockton, 
Norton, Bedford, Dorchester (Nathaniel Hall), 
Mass. 

Brooklyn, N.Y.; Walpole, Bath, Keene, N.H.; 
Burlington, Brattleboro, Windsor, Vt.; Erie, Pa.; 
Yarmouth, Me.; Chicago (Fenn Guild), Ml. 


For two reasons it is a bad plan to send 
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the year’s contributions so late, and I be- 
lieve that if the Unions realized that they 
caused much trouble, both for themselves 
and for the National officers by doing so, 
they would take a good deal of pains to 
send their money in early in the year. 

ancial year of the Young Peo- 
s Union runs from May 1 
to he 1a¥; Pht s, in planning the year’s 
expenses, the directors and the finance 
committee gee on the money that 
they are. ‘to. have before May Ist. If 
they knee just how much each Union 
would give they could figure how much 
there would be in the Treasury, and how 
much they could appropriate. If the 
Unions would send in their dues early 
the directors could tell with certainty 
just how much they could spend. But 
neither of these plans is followed out, 
and the directors never know until after 
all the money is appropriated and spent, 
just how much is coming in for that year. 
It would be a tremendous help if Unions 
would contribute to the National Treas- 
ury as early in the year as they could. 

The other reason for paying early is 
one that will appeal directly to the local 
Unions. As the Annual Report of the 
secretary and treasurer has to go to press 
early in May, all those Unions who send in 
the year’s contributions after May Ist, 
are left blank in the report. Now, no 
one likes to discredit the name of a Union 
that has contributed, and few Unions 
enjoy having it done. Of course, if the 
Unions pay before the Annual Meeting 
they are eligible to vote, but credit can- 
not be given in the Annual Report for 
payments made after May 1st. 

Will not all the secretaries and all the 
treasurers make a special effort this year 
to have the 1904-05 contributions sent 
to the National Union long before May 
1, 1905? 

Avucustus J. BoyprEn, Treasurer. 


Religious Union 


Will Secretaries of Unions and Federa- 
tions kindly send all articles and notices 
for the Christian Register to me, at 25 
Beacon Street? Notices sent directly to 
the editor are apt to get into the “Re- 
ligious Intelligence’ column, and of course 
it is much more appropriate if all the 
Young People’s material can be put to- 
gether in the “Young People’s” column. 
The secretaries will do a favor both to 
Mrs. Marean and to me if they will send 
their papers,—marked “For the Christian 
Register ’’—to this office. 

Emity B. Ossorn, Secretary. 


A Book of Days. 


The Young People’s Religious Union 
has published a quotation calendar for 
1905. This calendar differs from our for- 
mer publications chiefly in that there is 
a quotation for every day instead of one 
for every week. The selections are taken 
from the writings of fifty-three prominent 
Unitarian poets, authors, and statesmen, 
and one week is devoted to each writer. 
The calendars are tied with green silk cord 
to match the green and gold covers, and 
are put up in pasteboard boxes. 

All Union members should feel a strong 
interest in this calendar that they have 
just published, and all should take hold 
and sell as many copies as possible. When 
they consider the fact that there is no 
Fair this year and that the National Treas- 
urer depends largely on the sale of this 
calendar, they certainly will take special 
pains to sell what they can. Many Unions 
buy a dozen copies and sell them at retail, 
making 20 cents a copy. The price, as 
usual, is 50 cents for single copies, $3.60 
adozen. Postage or express charges must 
be paid by the buyer. 

MARGUERITE FELLOWS, 
Chairman Calendar Committee. 
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The purpose of the Association as de- 
fined in its Constitution is “the diffusion 
of pure Christianity.” In carrying out 
this purpose the executive officers of the 
Association believe that they can render 
a larger service than by simply adminis- 
tering the business details of the corpo- 
ration. The greater part of the time of 
the President and Secretary is therefore 
given to preaching, public speaking and 
personal interviews in the endeavor to 
deepen the religious vitality of our 
churches, and to spread the good news 
these churches represent. It will not 
do however to despise the details of ex- 
ecutive work or to entertain a fine scorn 
for the necessary machinery of organized 
life in comparison with the deeper and 
more important things of the spirit. The 
business organization of the Association 
has grown from such humble beginnings 
that many of its friends have not kept 
track of its development. Some of the 
most loyal of the Association’s support- 
ers remember the days when its activ- 
ities were represented only by a secre- 
tary who had a desk at the back of a 
downtown bookstore where he was chiefly 
occupied in finding temporary supplies 
for vacant pulpits. Others remember 
the Association when it was little more 
than an organization for the printing and 
distributing of tracts. Or, again, in the 


days when the personality of Dr. Rey- 
nolds was supremely felt in the field of 
church extension the work of the Asso- 
ciation came to be considered as the 
planting of new churches, and the nurs- 
ing of feeble churches. These opera- 
tions, except the first mentioned, con- 
tinue, but a considerable diversity of 
interests now occupies the time of the 
Directors and their executive staff. The 
Association has developed on lines similar 
to the growth of a department store out 
of a little shop for the sale of one line 
of goods. A condensed outline of the 
work of the different departments may, 
therefore, be enlightening. 

1. First comes the Finance depart- 
ment. According to the last Annual 
Report the property held in trust by the 
Directors amounted to a little less than 
a million dollars. This means that there 
are constantly questions of investment, 
of insurance, and of the settlement of 
estates to be considered. 

In this department comes also the ad- 
ministration of the Church Building Loan 
Fund, a fund which has a capital of a little 
less than $150,000, and which holds in- 
vestments in the form of loans to sixty- 
five churches. The administration of 
this fund is in the charge of a special com- 
mittee of the Board of Directors and ob- 
viously requires the careful scrutiny 
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which the directors or investment com- 
mittee of a Savings Bank give to their 
trust. 

In this department comes also the care 
of the contributions for current expenses 
and the business involved in the payments 
of the appropriations from the available in- 
come made by the Board of Directors. The 
annual receipts and expenditures amount 
to about $100,000, and these receipts and 
payments are mostly in small sums in- 
volving many entries on the books. The 
Finance Department is in charge of the 
Treasurer, with the advice of the Finance 
Committee and in consultation with the 
President. 

2. The Home department includes the 
care of the new and dependent churches 
and involves large and continuous cor- 
respondence. Nearly a quarter of all 
the Unitarian churches in the country 
look to the Association for financial aid. 
The reports of the various field secre- 
taries, field agents, and the ministers 
of the aided churches come in daily. The 
questions raised in them must be dealt 
with by the President or Secretary of the 
Association with such skill and sympathy 
as they are capable of and the weightier 
problems referred to the Directors. Five 
committees of the Board, representing 
the different sections of the country, ad- 
minister this department. The Secre- 
tary is the chairman, without a vote, of 
each committee. 

3. The Foreign department involves 
chiefly the co-operation of the Association 
with the Japan Unitarian Association 
and the care of that significant enterprise. 
It involves also a large correspondence 
with friends and fellow-workers in all 
parts of the world, chiefly those who are 
associated together in the International 
Council. This is conducted chiefly by 
the President, with the co-operation of 
the Secretary of the International Council. 

4. The Publication department divides 
itself into at least three different sections. 
First comes the work of printing and 


distributing free tracts. The selection of 
tracts is done wholly by the Publication 
Committee of the Board of Directors with 
the advice of the Post Office Mission Com- 
mittee of the Women’s Alliance. The 
Publication Agent has charge of the me- 
chanical part of printing and distributing. 
Of the free tracts there are 221 to be kept 
in stock, and the great majority of them 
are in constant demand for use by the 
earnest Post Office Missions or for church- 
door distribution. The orders that come 
in for this material are enough to keep 
the shipping department busy. 

Another section of the Publication de- 
partment is that which is concerned with 
the collection and publication of denomi- 
national statistics and aids to the worship 
of our churches. Every year the Unita- 
rian Year-Book must be compiled and 
published, the Annual Reports must be 
edited and distributed, and many circu- 
lars and special reports prepared. The 
Secretary has charge of this editorial 
work. The hymn books, service books, 
handbooks, and manuals, must also be 
kept in stock ready for the supply of our 
churches, and must constantly be re- 
freshed and improved in new editions. 

A third element in the publication work 
is that of the merchandise section which 
is engaged in the publication and sale 
of books and periodicals. This work is 
under the special care of the Publication 
Agent in consultation with the President. 

5. The department of New Americans 
deals with the diffusion of the principles 
of pure Christianity and patriotism among 
the Americans of foreign birth and lan- 
guage. It is chiefly concerned with the 
affairs of the missions among the Scan- 
dinavian peoples of the Northwest but 
is constantly upon the lookout for other 
opportunities of service, and is prepared 
to develop such opportunities as fast as 
resources can be developed. This depart- 
ment is in charge of a Committee of the 
Board of Directors. 

6. The department of Comity and Fel- 
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lowship deals with the relations of the 
Unitarian fellowship with other Christian 
bodies. This work, while directed by a 
committee of the Board, is chiefly in the 
hands of the President and the clerk of 
the Committee, and involves a large cor- 
respondence with the leaders and repre- 
sentatives of all the Protestant denomi- 
nations of the country. The work is 
undertaken in furtherance of the purpose 
set forth in the Constitution of the Asso- 
ciation “to promote sympathy and co- 
operation among liberal Christians.” 

7. The department of Education is con- 
cerned with the recruiting of the ministry, 
the administration of endowments for 
aiding theological students, for assisting 
schools for the colored people, for devel- 
oping our own secular schools, and with 
the discovery of new resources for these 
good works. 


Using an Opportunity. 

The best form of missionary work is 
often that which is attached to an existing 
church, but how few of our ministers are 
zealous in discovering and developing 
opportunities of service in the adjacent 
towns. Sometimes indeed a church is 
selfish and wants to keep all of its minis- 
ter’s time and strength to itself, but that 
is a very stupid selfishness. The church 
will itself be renewed and refreshed if it 
gives itself and its minister’s services more 
frequently to missionary work. Here is 
a report which tells what one minister 
in a New England country town has been 
doing to diffuse our gospel. It is not un- 
interesting to note that this minister is 
a woman. 

“In taking charge of a small country 
parish, the new minister felt that there 
was not only much work to be done in the 
church itself, but that there was oppor- 
tunity to extend the influence of the so- 
ciety by missionary work in the neighbor- 
hood. The minister therefore proposed 
a plan of missionary work to the parish 


committee, and the committee at once 
took up the idea with much interest, and, 
during the first season, made all the ar- 
rangements for out-of-town services. 

The names of liberal people in neigh- 
boring districts were secured, and these 
persons were in almost every instance 
very glad to arrange for meetings in 
school-houses or halls. Care was taken 
in the selection of places not to interfere 
with the work of any existing church, 
but to speak as a rule in localities where 
no regular church services were held. 

Meetings were held the first summer at 
the following places: One at Davis Mine, 
three miles away; five at Zoar, four miles 
distant; one at Cyrus, three miles away, 
and two at North Heath, six miles off. 
The audiences varied in size from those 
that packed the school-house, and sat 
outside in teams, to eighteen or twenty. 
In all, about 270 people attended these 
meetings. The congregations included per- 
sons of all shades of religious belief. Uni- 
tarian hymn books were always used, and 
Unitarian sermons freely distributed at 
the close. 

During the summer of 1903, only one 
service was held at Zoar, as a Baptist 
minister in the neighborhood undertook 
to hold regular meetings there, and it 
was thought best to have no appearance 
of rivalry. Three services were held at 
North Heath, two at Cyrus, three at 
Whitingham, Vt., seven miles away, and 
a more permanent movement was started 
at Monroe Bridge. There the minister 
was summoned one day to a funeral, 
and learned that no religious services 
of any kind had been held in the 
town for nine months. So, notwith- 
standing the difficulties of the trip, 
the road going over a mountain, with 
a sharp descent of about one thousand 
feet in a mile and a half, a meeting 
was arranged, and about fifty gathered 
in the Town Hall on the first Sunday. 
At the close of the service, the minister 
was asked if arrangements could be made 
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for a meeting every Sunday, but that 
being impossible, it was decided to hold 
services once a month. 

Monroe Bridge is a manufacturing 
community, the settlement owing its 
existence to the Ramage Paper Co. The 
people have no local or family ties to bind 
them together, and there has been very 
little social life. During the fall and win- 
ter meetings were held once a month, but 
the very severe weather made delays inevi- 
table. There were many discouragements 
also. From the beginning services were 
held for the children and the interest they 
showed was most hopeful. At first, the 
children were so unaccustomed to a relig- 
ious service that they paid very little 
attention, and were extremely restless. 
Now they are as quiet and attentive as 
one could well ask. 

Beginning May ist of this year, ser- 
vices have been held regularly every two 
weeks. A Children’s Service has been 
maintained with the study of the Old 
Testament lessons, and a few weeks ago, 
a Union Church was organized with a 
simple statement of purpose. 

It is due to the officers of the Ramage 
Paper Co. to say that this work could not 
have been carried on without their hearty 
co-operation and financial support. 

During the season of 1903-04, about 
800 people attended the out-of-town 
services. Since May Ist of this year up 
to the present time about 750 have been 
reached and services have been held in 
all the places previously mentioned, and 
the same interest has been shown. When 
an elderly gentleman rides fifteen miles 
that he may hear a Unitarian sermon 
by a Unitarian minister, it means some- 
thing to the minister as well as the man. 

It may be asked what has been the 
result of this missionary service on the 
home church. One result has been an 
increased church attendance, four fam- 
ilies coming now regularly from the next 
town and taking an active part in society 
matters as a consequence of out-of-town 


meetings. From the beginning there has 
been a very cordial spirit of co-operation, 
the different members of the society very 
gladly carrying the minister on these 
missionary trips, and showing a genuine 
interest in the results. Zeal for mission- 
ary work has increased, and the church, 
instead of feeling that its sphere is lim- 
ited, realizes that, in a smaller way, it 
may do as much as larger and more pow- 
erful churches. The church life has been 
strengthened, and the religious spirit 
quickened because the members feel that 
they have a message to humanity, and 
are glad to aid in giving the world a purer 
and more hopeful form of religion.” 


Notes. 

I wish that all the people of our churches 
could get into the right attitude toward 
their national Association. Too many 
of them seem to think of it as something 
apart from themselves. Should not our 
people learn that their Association is 
simply a corporation established by them- 
selves for the purpose of economizing 
time and force in the great task of diffus- 
ing the principles of pure Christianity. 
It is a corporation where every giver 
becomes a stock holder and should rec- 
ognize his share in the liabilities of the 
organization as well as take pride in its 
achievements. If we could have that dis- 
position and loyalty we should stop saying 
at when we speak of the Association, or 
of them when we talk about its chosen 
administrators. We should never ask 
“‘will there be a deficit?” as if it were 
merely a matter of commercial gossip of 
no special interest to us. We should 
speak of such a possibility with anxiety 
and chagrin as a reflection on our own busi- 
ness integrity. Can we not thus recog- 
nize that the Association and its activ- 
ities and its treasury are “ours” and feel 
our individual responsibility in this co- 
operative work? 
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The modern essentials for the doing of 
productive work are an adequate machine, 
skill to control and guide it, and the force 
to drive it. A bad machine with plenty 
of power will usually accomplish better 
results than a good machine with feeble 
power or stupid handling. If there is 
not a fervent spirit within the wheels of 
our machinery, however well devised or 
managed it is, it cannot be trusted to 
run productively and continuously. 

A few years ago the agent of a manu- 
facturing company received a visit from 
a man who wanted to buy a pump. When 
the agent inquired where he was to get 
the power to work the pump the visitor 
replied that he proposed to put in an 
instrument large enough to pump not 
only the water which he needed but an 
additional supply sufficient to run the 
machine itself. When he was told that 
this was impossible he was much disap- 
pointed. The simplicity of this buyer 
is paralleled in the experience of our 
Association. Some people have a feel- 
ing that if our denominational mechan- 
ism were only good enough it would re- 
lieve them of the responsibility of run- 
ning it, would, in short, furnish its own 
power. Shall we not do well to think 
less of the character of our machine and 
more of our responsibility in the manage- 
ment of it. Let us consider in what spirit 
and by what power we as members of 
free churches undertake the united work 
of these churches. Let us recognize our 
place and responsibility in our co-oper- 
ative Christian Commonwealth. 


In another column mention is made of 
the business organization by which the 
Association endeavors to carry out the 
purposes of its organization. In order 
to clear away all misapprehensions in 
regard to the Association’s activities, 
it may be well to mention some depart- 


ments of our denominational life and 
work for which the Association is not 
responsible. 

1. The Association is not responsible 
for the welfare, the success, or the decay 
of the independent churches of its con- 
stituency. These free churches are ab- 
solutely self-governing, elect their own 
ministers, and manage their own affairs. 
They may, if they see fit, consult the 
judgment of the national officers, but the 
management of their affairs is altogether 
in their own hands. 

2. The Association is therefore not in 
any way concerned with the selection of 
ministers for the pulpits of our independent 
churches, or with the discovery of pulpits 
for ministers seeking employment. The 
Committee on the Supply of Pulpits is 
not appointed by the Association, but by 
the Ministerial Union. 

3. The Association is not responsible 
for the work or organization of the Na- 
tional Conference, save as it endeavors 
to carry out the votes and recommenda- 
tions of that Conference and to act as its 
executive arm. 

4, The Association has no_ responsi- 
bility for the editorial management of 
the Christian Register, and no connec- 
tion with the business administration of 
that excellent paper. 

5. The Association works in close and 
sympathetic harmony with the Women’s 
Alliance, the Sunday-School Society, and 
the Young People’s Religious Union, to 
all of which it offers the hospitality of 
its building, but it is not responsible for 
the conduct of these admirable organi- 
zations, each of which works in a sepa- 
rate and distinct field. 

It will prevent misunderstanding and 
promote harmony and good will if these 
facts are more clearly apprehended and 
remembered by the ministers and people 
of the Unitarian fellowship. Su Arent. 
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The object of the Alliance is, primarily, to quicken the religious life of our Unitarian churches, and 
to bring the women of the denomination into closer acquaintance, co-operation, and fellowship. 


The Alliance has never entered into a 
winter’s work with pleasanter prospects 
than now. The purpose for which so 
many plans are made and the methods by 
which they may be developed are con- 
stantly rousing interest in new quarters 
and the best abilities of the national 
officers are called for to explain the many 
avenues opening for important work. 

The individual member must now do 
her part. Our strength can never be 
measured except by putting it forth, and 
if each one is thoroughly interested in the 
success of the Alliance and earnestly 
anxious for certain results, she will begin 
at once and do all she can. Above all 
there must be no self-depreciation. She 
who makes up her mind that she can do 
very little, soon concludes that it is not 
worth while to do even that. The single 
meeting she can attend, the single vote 
she can cast, the mite she can give, seems 
of such little value that it becomes an 
excuse for doing nothing at all. Noth- 
ing is more fatal to progress than such 
a spirit. Such weakness prevents energy 
in any direction and paralyzes effort. 

Happily no one is called upon for great 
sacrifices in the Alliance, and if each one 
will give a due proportion of her time, 
thought and energy to the work, she will 
find her strength and fitness grow with 
exercise and her share in the success will 
be full compensation for the outlay. 


The meeting of the Executive Board 
on November 11, was one of the largest 
of the year, twenty-four being present. 
These meetings are really deliberative 


meetings where all matters concerning the 
national work are carefully discussed. 
The sessions occupy all the morning and 
sometimes last until late afternoon. 
Motions, resolutions and votes of dis- 
tant members are received by mail and 
important matters are decided by the 
majority of those absent as well as pres- 
ent. 

The records having been read the 
treasurer expressed much gratification 
in the report from Richmond, Va. which 
showed that $140 had been received 
directly from branches, (most of these 
having failed to report to the national 
treasurer as desired), besides $102 for- 
warded through the national treasury 
Oct. 30th. The treasurer said “I have 
never received such an accurate report, 
as all the details are given, whether the 
money was sent by postal order, check 
or cash and whether by treasurer, sec- 
retary or president of the branch.” 

The Post Office Mission committee had 
no special report to give as the meeting 
for workers occurs on Nov. 18th. 

Miss Clarke for the Study Class com- 
mittee suggested a Leaflet of brief, 
concise replies to the many questions 
asked by Post Office Mission corres- 
pondents. The committee was advised 
to take the subject into consideration 
and report later. 

The Cheerful Letter Committee have 
issued two circulars which should be 
carefully read by every branch whether 
it has a committee for such work or not. 
One of them states explicitly the dis- 
tinction between the P. O. Mission and 


the Cheerful Letter and gives many 


National 


suggestions for making the work useful 
and effective. The other contains valu- 
able information concerning Travelling 
Libraries. Of these there are now 130 
slowly moving from place to place. 
The branch at Chestnut Hill, Mass. has 
just sent out its tenth library. To enlarge 
the work especially in the west, the com- 
mittee has sent out posters to be placed in 
the Post Offices, stating the purpose of 
the Cheerful Letter and a wish to secure 
correspondents. 

The committee on Appeals presented 
letters of much interest from Pueblo, 
Colorado. Branches will remember that 
an appeal was made last year for Pueblo 
for $1,000 to help the society buy a 
church and parsonage which was con- 
sidered an advantageous purchase and 
far less expensive than buying a lot and 
building a church. Since then the so- 
ciety has met with some reverses, among 
other things a severe storm with hail 
stones as large as lemons which broke 
much glass. The $1,000 asked for has 
been lessened by $161 from the branches 
and the appeal is now presented for the 
second time. A pulpit has been prom- 
ised from the branch in Somerville, 
Mass. 

Reports from Salt Lake City show 
that $694.50 has been received, leaving 
$306.50 of the $1,000 asked for. This 
is greatly needed to pay for a piano, with- 
out which the building would not be 
rented, and the income would be much 
lessened. 

A letter was read from Rey. F. C. 
Southworth, president of Meadville Theo- 
logical School expressing the hope and 
belief that the Alliance would con- 
tinue to assist students at the School 
as it has for several years. The Execu- 
tive Board voted to recommend to the 
branches the assistance of students at 
Meadville to the amount of $250. 

Mrs. Davis spoke of Rev. William E. 
Ennis, a graduate from Meadville last 
June, who has been ordained and is now 
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in charge of the society at Fargo, North 
Dakota, covering much of the ground 
where the good work of Rev. Helen Put- 
nam was done. Mr. Ennis became so 
much interested in the talk given the 
students by Mrs. Davis on her visit to 
Meadville, that he desires to bring the 
women of his society into touch with 
other workers and has sent for the 
Alliance by-laws, reports and _ general 
literature, and an Alliance branch may 
be expected at Fargo as a pioneer in 
the Dakotas. 

The Board was sorry to hear of the 
continued illness of Rev. Mr. Gibson. 
Mrs. Peterson who is now in North 
Carolina will visit Mr. Gibson’s circuit 
soon and will send all needed information 
to the next meeting. 


The Missouri Valley Conference held 
at Topeka, Kansas, gave the afternoon of 
Oct. 17th to the Alliance. Mrs. Learnard, 
director for Kansas presided. ‘The 
Needs of the Alliance’’ was the general 
subject. Miss Sarah A. Brown of Law- 
rence spoke on “The Financial Needs,’’ 
Mrs. Charles Ferguson of Kansas City 
on ‘The Social Needs,’’ and Mrs. Alice 
B. Bennett of Lawrence on ‘‘The Spirit- 
ual Needs.’’ Mrs. Emma N. Delano of 
Chicago, vice-president of the section, 
gave an address on “The Alliance Out- 
look.’’ There was some discussion and 
the whole meeting was one of earnest 
and hopeful fellowship. 

The State Conference at Mt. Pleasant, 
Michigan had an Alliance session on 
Oct. 27th with the director Mrs. Marks 
of Detroit in the chair. The chief ad- 
dress was by Miss Fanny Field of Cin- 
cinnati, vice-president for the Central 
States, with short reports and addresses 
from the Alliance members present. The 
Conference was held too far in the in- 
terior of the state to be largely attended 
but was declared to be both interesting 
and profitable. Although the attendance 
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of Alliance delegates was small the reports 
from the ministers of the Conference 
gave convincing evidence of the live 
work of the women of the state. It 
might not always be an Alliance Branch 
that represented the active part of the 
church work, but it seemed invariably 
the women’s effort that showed promi- 
nently in the minister’s report. It was 
gratifying to the officers to receive 
the assurance that Alliance Branches 
could be formed in the churches not 
already having them, if an effort were 
made. At the noon hour the delegates 
visited the Indian School. The con- 
ditions here under which these wards 
of the government are educated and 
trained to citizenship are most excellent. 

In October came the meeting of the 
Connecticut Valley Associate Alliance 
in connection with the Conference at 
Holyoke. This was an inspiring meet- 
ing and much interest was aroused in 
missionary work, a special committee 
being chosen called the Missionary Com- 
mittee, consisting of Rev. Margaret 
Barnard, Mrs. M. M. Moriarty and Miss 
Marion McClench. 

A large and enthusiastic meeting of 
the New England Associate Alliance was 
held at Concord, Mass. on Oct. 20th. 
Sixty branches were here represented by 
three hundred delegates, and the beauti- 
ful day and the real pleasure of meeting 
together so many Alliance members will 
not soon be forgotten. 

The Associate Branches have proved of 
great value in increasing acquaintance 
and co-operation among the members. 
There are now seven such organizations 
holding occasional meetings with much 
profit. The ‘Round-the-Bay meetings’’ 
in San Francisco are practically of the 
same character. 

The interest of Alliance members is 
invoked for the branch at Wolfeboro, 
N.H. which is just “regaining courage 
after severe disheartenments.’’ The loss 
by death and removal of several efficient 
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members and the discontinuance of the 
New Hampshire Grove meetings held 
at Weirs for so many years have made it 
difficult for the Wolfeboro branch to 
live. With the autumn has come fresh 
enthusiasm to repair the church and 
begin in new lines of work. An unsec- 
tarian Emerson Circle, a young people’s 
Whittier and Social Club and a children’s 
Nature Class have been organized as 
new centres of growth. During the first 
week in December a sale will be held and 
contributions and words of “good cheer 
from sister branches will be most timely.’’ 

The branch at Schenectady will hold 
a Fair the first week in Dec. and will 
gladly accept useful or fancy articles. 
The president writes ‘‘We feel sorry to 
ask for anything more for Schenectady, 
but we have much just now to work 
against with an outlook and _ possibilities 
that are encouraging.’’ 

Unity Church of Stowe, Vermont is 
to hold a handkerchief sale before Christ- 
mas to help “cover the expenses for 
another year.’’ If branches will remember 
this sale, Unity Church will be greatly 
cheered and encouraged, and when the 
members discover what Alliance fellow- 
ship means, there will without doubt be 
a branch in Stowe. Please send to Rev. 
Kk. H. Abbott, Stowe, Vt. 


Letters from Helena, Montana, give 
most encouraging reports of last year’s 
work. The eighteen members of the Alli- 
ance branch raised $1071, “most of it by 
hard labor.” At a social session, the pres- 
ident told in rhyme how this had been 
done, closing the verses thus 


“And here’s to the women so loyal and true, 

Who successfully carried the year’s work 
through! 

Who have stood by the ship in times that were 
trying! 

May they forward the work till they see the 
debt dying! 

Yes, we’ll join all our forces and hold on tight 

Till the monster, the Church Debt, is clear out 
of sight!” 
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The following letter written with no 
thought of its being seen by any one except 
the friend to whom it was addressed, and 
very much abridged, will show how one 
missionary used every opportunity when on 
a week’s vacation to a former home. 

“‘After leaving the train at B. I went to 
the ticket office and found that the agent 
had formerly been at Q. While there, 
he had been made a good friend, and 
when he saw me he seemed delighted. 
I was truly glad to find that the impres- 

-sion made at Q. had not only lasted 
through the intervening years but that 
his interest had grown. In the waiting 
room were two women and a girl with 
whom I left my grip and went to a nearby 
boarding house for supper. As I walked 
up the steps a gentleman and some ladies 
were standing near the entrance and I 
was asked —‘“‘You are a minister, 
are you?’’—“T believe so.’’—‘‘ What, a 
Baptist or Methodist?’?’—“No, a Uni- 
tarian’’—‘‘I know something of every- 
thing else but nothing of that’’—‘I will 
gladly tell you of it.’’ So after supper 
I was handed a chair and requested to 
proceed. I did so, sitting for a time and 
then on my feet. The crowd increased 
and for nearly an hour I tried to show the 
broadness, sweetness, and superiority of 
Unitarianism in contrast with other views. 
When through, I was requested to give 
them my address. I did so and then 
returned to the station. Others had 
gathered there while I was gone. I 
stepped in and apologized for leaving my 
case for so long a time, and, of course, 
had to tell them why I had been detained. 
This led to further questions and another 
Unitarian talk until the train was an- 
nounced. 

An early morning call was made at a 
barber’s shop where I found a young man, 
an excellent specimen of developing hu- 
manity. When I left him he felt an in- 
terest in me other than as a patron of his 
art and I am sure I found in him the quali- 
ties that need but bringing out to insure 


the brightening of the world. . . . The next 
day I went over to the Baptist Sunday 
School and after a little talk I walked off 
with a man who sought my company. 
Then I had the blessed opportunity of 
earnestly presenting the truth for one or 
two hours; the sun went down and we left 
the forest for our homes. Thank God for 
the indications!—That evening my friends 
and I quietly talked. Of course the 
changes were noticed. I had changed 
from the old orthodox to the beautiful, 
wide, deep, high, and therefore com- 
forting religion for those who are going 
down the western slope. After an hour’s 
strong picturing of this beautiful relig- 
ion I said, “now excuse me for talking 
so long—I will be quiet and _ listen.’” 
B. said “J cannot talk—you have gone 
out where it is so deep I fear I would 
drown if I try to get out there with you.’’ 
Yet I could see they were filled with a 
sweet awe in the presence of the picture. 

Another beautiful morning came and 
the day was spent in visiting friends with 
pleasant interchange of ideas and an 
occasional preach-talk from me. The 
next morning I started for K. Arriving 
there I found a great throng of Baptist 
delegates assembled in a union meeting. 
A great many ministers were there and 
the one selected to preach the introduc- 
tory sermon spoke from the text “God 
is a spirit and seeketh to worship him 
such as worship him in spirit and in 
truth.’’ I gave close attention. When 
the congregation was dismissed I worked 
my way to the preacher’s side and asked 
him to walk with me under the oaks. 
When alone with him I said, “I want to 
tell you how much I enjoyed your preach- 
ing and how anxious I am for the happi- 
ness of a man whom I find looking for 
the light.’’ I assured him that love for 
him had led me to wish to show him what 
must follow what he had preached and 
since he had said in conclusion that we 
should seek truth and give up all else for 
it, I hoped he was perfectly willing to let 
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go all anchors and allow the light to 
penetrate from all quarters. A pleasant 
talk followed and an acknowledgment 
that he saw something new to him. The 
afternoon meeting passed, followed by 
evening preaching. Mingling with the 
crowd I kept holding up to this one, that 
one, a group here and another there, the 
beauties of Unitarianism until late at 
night. At four the next morning I was 
up and out of doors. As I faced the east 
the stars faded, and the moon dimmed. 
A greater light, a stronger light had come, 
and I was ready—when my four room- 
mates, all messengers to the Union, two 
of them ministers, were up,—to tell 
them of the brighter, the better light. 
To the Baptist house again and from ten 
till four with a short intermission, it was 
a continuous stream of business talks and 
preaching while I, at intervals, and on the 
edges, presented as lovingly as I could 
the religion of humanity. In the even- 
ing a drive to church, preaching, and a 
drive back with a talk on the piazza 
brought out by my being asked as to what 
I thought of the preaching at the church. 
I was glad to tell them how pleased I was 
with the preacher and how good and help- 
ful it would have been for us all if he had 
—here came in Unitarianism for some- 
time while I gave them something help- 
ful to remember. The following morning 
another opportunity offered for present- 
ing that grand, uplifting religion in a 
quiet but earnest way to the assembling 
people. During the dinner hour I sought 
and obtained introductions to a number 
from different parts of the State and 
obtained other addresses. The close of 
another busy day found me turning my 
face homeward and another three hours’ 
wait at B. During the stop I was re- 
quested to officiate at a marriage which 
was witnessed by quite a crowd includ- 


ing the railroad officials, passengers who 
were also waiting, and men and women 
from thereabouts. Congratulations and 
a Unitarian speech from me followed. 
Presently trains from north, south, east, 
and west came in and scattered our 
crowd, each carrying away some little 
glimpse of a sweeter, more loving thought 
of God. As I journeyed homeward I 
thought of the goodness of the good God 
who was manifesting his love for all this 
dear southland through the loving hearts 
of northern Alliance women, and again 
I said, God bless them! 


The president of the branch at Westford, 
Mass. is Mrs. Benj. H. Bailey, the secre- 
tary is Mrs. Alfred Hartford. Secretary 
at Barnstable, Mass. is Miss Elizabeth 
Annabel. Secretary at Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Third Church, is Miss Florence Visscher 
427 Clermont Ave. Corresponding sec- 
retary Lenox Ave. branch N. Y. is Miss 
Mary Dugan, 1 West 94th St. Secretary 
of Kansas City branch is Mrs. Frederic 
Smith 219 West Armour Boulevard. 
Corresponding secretary at Pittsburgh 
is Miss Alice W. Lee, 489 Graham 
St. Corresponding secretary at Jamaica 
Plain, Mass. is Mrs. E. A. Holman, 273 
Chestnut Ave. Corresponding secretary 
Chelsea, Mass. is Mrs. W. F. Loftus, 
30 Bellingham St. Secretary of Glou- 
cester, Mass. is Mrs. E. B. Hadley, 169 
Worthington St. At Indianapolis, Ind. 
the secretary is Mrs. A. L. Wade. 


The appeals are as follows: 


Richmond 05-4, cheered ea eee $258.00 
Fort-Hairtieldiien ccs a te) pea oeeuee 279.00 
Wichita secoc sae, co ee ee 871.75 
Salt‘ Lake! Cityese se pte he eee 300.00 
Green Harbor nem hee ee 400.00 
Pueblo tos ey, coe sce eae ae ee 839.00 
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Mr. Aveustus J. Boyprn, Treasurer 


A Program Convention 


Has it ever occurred to you that a 
National Convention is possible for which 
the travelling expenses of each delegate 
shall not exceed a penny and at which 
all entertainment shall be entirely free? 
With these items of expense reduced to 
the minimum coin of our national cur- 
rency, one great hindrance to “meeting 
together” is practically done away with. 
Let me, therefore, call your attention as 
members of the Young People’s Religious 
Union to the possibilities and advantages 
of a penny “ Program Convention’’! 

Such a Convention was suggested to 
me last Sunday evening while visiting 
one of our Unions. The President of the 
Union, in presenting me with a copy of 
the program for the year, mentioned in- 
cidentally, but with warm appreciation, 
the thoughtfulness of one of the Pennsyl- 
vania Unions in sending to its Massachu- 
setts brethren a copy of its program. “It 
was so unexpected and pleasant,’ said 
the speaker, ‘and it really helped us in 
making out our own program!” 

I trust that the Pennsylvania Union 
referred to sent out many of its programs 
to other Unions; its efforts would seem 
to me to be justified sufficiently, even 
supposing there were but this one instance 
of pleased surprise and of actual assist- 
ance. And when we consider that un- 
doubtedly similar results have recorded 
themselves in other Unions where these 
programs have paid a call, have we not 
the right to recommend the general adop- 
tion of this means of friendly greeting and 
counsel! 

One may say that the custom is al- 
ready started. It is its own excuse for 


being, in that it is spontaneous, simple, 
brotherly. We should always remember, 
however, that good things are to be 
“pushed along.” It is the privilege of 
the wide-awake man to double the speed 
of evolution in many realms. Let us rec- 
ognize here an instance where this priv- 
ilege of conscious assistance extends to 
us its invitation. 

There need be nothing formal about it. 
If the privilege speaks to you, greet it 
heartily. You will be casting your words 
of greeting upon the four winds, but you 
will find that the breezes come as well as 
g0. 

The real value of any convention lies 
as much in the spirit of ‘togetherness”’ 
aroused as it does in the messages given 
in papers and discussions. Can you not 
imagine with me the positive strength 
which the presence in its midst of a large 
number of these greeting-bearing pro- 
grams must give to the Union which has 
the opportunity of entertaining such a 
convention? I am sure it would mean 
much to many of the smaller and more 
isolated Unions. And the larger societies 
need the presence of the “others” in their 
thoughts perhaps even more. 

If any Union should desire a list of the 
addresses of Secretaries, the National 
office will be very glad to furnish it upon 
request. 

CarRLETON AMES WHEELER, 
President. 


Directors’ [leeting 


TuEsDAY, NOVEMBER 8th, 1904. 
The fourth regular meeting of the Ex- 
ecutive Board of the Young People’s Re- 
ligious Union was held at 25 Beacon S8t., 
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on Tuesday, November 8th at one o’clock. 
Mr. Wheeler presided and Mr. Melcher, 
Mr. Vail, Mr. Child, Miss Jones, and Miss 
Loring were present. As the Secretary’s 
report had been printed in Word and 
Work, it was not read at the meeting but 
was accepted as printed. The Treasurer 
sent a written report of cash on hand and 
bills, and as the money is not coming in 
fast enough to pay our expenses, he ad- 
vised withdrawing enough from the Re- 
serve Fund to pay all bills. This led to 
a discussion of the financial problem. Mr. 
Wheeler suggested a scheme for establish- 
ing a life membership and inviting out- 
side friends who are interested in the so- 
ciety to help us in this way. After some 
discussion it was 

Voted: that the President appoint a committee 


of three, of which he is the chairman, to consider 
and report on this plan. 


Mr. Wheeler read a letter from Miss 
Fancon urging the necessity for earlier 
contributions in all our societies. He 
also read a letter which he had written 
to Mr. Horton during the Annual Meeting 
of the Sunday School Society, sending the 
good wishes of the Union to the Sunday 
School Society, and wishing that he might 
be present at their meeting. Mr. Horton 
wrote a very cordial reply which Mr. 
Wheeler read at the same time. 

The serious question of finances came 
up again, and it was 

Voted: that as there is at present no chairman 
of the Finance Committee, the Secretary be em- 
powered to call a meeting of that Committee for 
the purpose of drawing up and sending out a let- 
ter to the Unions. This letter is to say that the 
Directors had set aside a Reserve Fund for the 
benefit of the treasury, hoping and believing 
that every Union would help by contributing 
generously and early to the running expenses. 
The Unions have not done this and the Directors 
have therefore been obliged to break into the 
Reserve Fund. They ask the Unions to help 
them replace this money as quickly as possible by 


sending in at least half of their contribution at 
once. 


To push the Calendar sales it was 


Voted: that special effort be made by separate 
individuals to sell the calendars, and that several 


of the Directors write to the Unions in the differ- 
ent Federations sending them each a copy of the 
Calendar to sell. It is hoped that large orders 
will come in from these Unions. 

The bills for the past month were ap- 
proved. Finally the Directors 

Voted: that the Treasurer be now empowered 
to draw on the Reserve Fund for all necessary 
bills. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

Emity B. Ossorn, 
Secretary. 


Federations 


Soutra WorcEsTtER FEDERATION 


The October meeting of the South 
Worcester Federation of Young People’s 
Religious Unions was held with the Guild 
of 4 Kempis of Hopedale, on Sunday, Oc- 
tober 2, 1904. 

The meeting opened at 4.30 p.m., Pres- 
ident Richard K. Newman in the chair. 

Theo. Sheldon welcomed the Federation 
in behalf of the Guild of 4 Kempis. 

The secretary’s report of the April 
meeting held in Leicester was read and 
accepted as read. 

On motion it was voted that the chair 
appoint a nominating committee to re- 
port at the business meeting in January. 
Arthur H. Estabrook, Leicester; Theo. H. 
Sheldon, Hopedale; and Herbert L. Car- 
ter, Worcester, were appointed. 

An invitation was received and accepted 
from the South Unitarian Y. P. R. U. of 
Worcester to meet with them in January. 

On motion it was voted that a letter 
of condolence from this Federation be 
extended to the relatives of the late Sena- 
tor Hoar. 

Number present from Unions were: 
South Unitarian, Worcester, 11; West Up- 
ton, 11; Mendon, 10; Leicester, 1; Hope- 
dale, 29. Active members of the Unions: 
South Unitarian, Worcester, 15; Mendon, 
25; Hopedale, 40. 

Next came a very interesting paper on 
“Unitarianism”’ by Leslie P. Leland of 
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Worcester. Miss Florence Belding gave 
a short talk about the North Federation. 

Lunch was served between the after- 
noon and evening services. 

At the 6.30 session Mr. Wilfred L. Scott 
rendered a solo very acceptably. 

The evening speakers were Rev. Arthur 
L. Weatherly of Worcester who spoke in- 
terestingly on “The Preservation of 
Youth,” and Rev. Elbert W. Whitney of 
Milford who gave a pleasing and instruc- 
tive address on ‘‘A Plea for Readiness.” 

Meeting closed at 7.45. 

Frora Merssincer, Secretary. 


SoutH MippLesex FEDERATION 


The regular fall meeting held at Wav- 
erley, Sunday, October ninth, was attended 
by one hundred and thirty young people 
who filled the church. The President, 
Rev. Edgar §S. Wiers presided. The 
afternoon session was addressed by Rev. 
Dudley Hays Ferrell of Natick, Rev. 
Alfred D. K. Shurtleff of Chelmsford, 
and Mrs. Ada P. Spaulding, Secretary of 
the Mass. Association for Promoting the 
Interests of the Adult Blind. At the 
business meeting the following officers 
were elected for the ensuing year: 

President, Rev. Walter F. Greenman, Water- 
town; Vice-President, Mr. Winthrop F. Nottage, 


Medford; Secretary, Miss Edith Melvin, Concord; 
Treasurer, Miss Amy E. Taylor, Lexington. 


The following resolution was  unani- 


mously passed 

Resolved, That the South Middlesex Federa- 
tion in its annual meeting assembled, desires to 
place upon record its appreciation of and grati- 
tude for the constant, earnest, and efficient ser- 
vices of the retiring president, Rey. Edgar S. 
Wiers. 

Between six and seven o’clock lunch 
was served by the Waverley Union. Rev. 
Charles A. Allen of Waverley conducted 
the devotional service at the evening ses- 
sion. Mr. Frederic G. Melcher was granted 
a few moments in which to present the 
needs of the National Union. The ad- 
dress of the evening was by Rev. Eugene 


R. Shippen of Dorchester upon ‘Good 
Citizenship.” The young people were 
much interested in Mr. Shippen’s admi- 
rable ideas so forcibly delivered. After 
the benediction the meeting adjourned. 
Epira Me vin, Secretary. 


North Worcester FEDERATION 


The North Worcester Federation held 
a very enthusiastic and well attended 
meeting of the Young People’s Unions 
at Harvard, Mass., Saturday, October 
fifteenth. 

Had the day been ordered it couldn’t 
have been more perfect, and those pres- 
ent enjoyed the beauties of the town to 
the fullest extent possible. 

The morning session was opened by 
Rev. Edward F. Hayward of Marlboro 
who made a most earnest plea for a more 
simple life among our young people; 
that they may have time to think upon and 
appreciate what is sacred and beautiful. 

A most cordial and hearty welcome was 
extended by Rev. J. P. Sheafe of Har- 
vard to which our President Mr. Gauld 
responded. 

We were fortunate in having with us 
Miss Ruth Fisher of the North Middlesex 
Federation, who read a paper on ‘Jesus’ 
Illustrations from Nature.” 

Rev. J. C. Duncan of Clinton brought 
to us very clearly the great truths of the 
religion of to-day that will form the basis 
of “The Coming Religion” which was his 
topic. 

The closing address of the morning was 
given by Rev. Loren B. Macdonald of 
Concord, on “Christian Courtesy.” At 
the close of the address he paid a most 
feeling tribute to the late Senator George 
F. Hoar whose life was such a noble ex- 
ample of this quality so essential to the 
Christian gentleman. 

The Harvard Union served a bounti- 
ful collation to the visiting delegates and 
entertained them during the noon inter- 
mission. 
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The afternoon session opened with 
a short service of song followed by re- 
ports from the various Unions, and the 
Roll Call. 

The first address of the afternoon was 
by Rev. Frederick R. Griffin of Braintree. 
‘Some Church Problems” and the solution 
of the same by the young people were 
brought to us very forcibly by him. His 
address was full of inspiration and help. 
We were exceedingly fortunate in having 
Rev. E. A. Horton with us to speak 
upon the “Call to the Youth of To-day.” 
Every one who heard him must have 
gone home fully determined to cultivate 
his five S’s, Sentiment, Service, Sincerity, 
Sympathy, and Supremacy. 

Taken as a whole the meeting was one 
of the best, if not the best, we have ever 
held. Frorencr A. BELpING, 

Secretary. 


Boston Federation will hold its semi- 
annual meeting at Wollaston on the 
afternoon and evening of Sunday Novem- 
ber 27th. Rev. J. H. Holmes will con- 
duct the service, and there will be ad- 
dresses by Rev. Thomas Van Ness and 
Rev. Eugene R. Shippen. 


Lack of space in the last Word and 
Work prohibited an Office Report, but 
this month we give an account of busi- 
ness in Room 11 since the first of Septem- 
ber. During the first six weeks that the 
Office was open 87 letters were received, 
123 were written, 60 people came up to 
see the Secretary on Union business, and 
there were 39 telephone calls. In the 
past month there have been 45 visitors, 
88 letters received, 147 letters written, 
and 23 telephone calls. 


Lending Papers 


For the benefit of Unions whose mem- 
bers are unable to write essays or to speak 
at the meetings, we keep a supply of 
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papers at headquarters. Any or all of 
these papers may be borrowed by a Union, 
at any time, by simply applying to me 
a few days before they are wanted. 
Will Unions kindly return the papers after 
the meeting at which they are used, so 
so that I may have them ready for an- 
other call? And will anyone who has 
a new paper that may help some other 
Union add a eopy of it to our collection? 
Here follows a list of the papers that we 
already have, and we hope by the help 

of Unions to add new ones very soon. 

Emirty B. Ossorn, 
Secretary. 


Y. P. R. U. Lenpine Papers 


Robert Louis Stevenson, Clarence H. Knowlton. 

William Henry Furness, Edward H. Hall. 

Paul the Man. 

Reason in Religion, Carlton E. Ladd. 

The Resurrection, Worcester South Society. 

The Bible: A Guide to Right Living, Cohasset 
Union. 

Americans and Foreigners, Lynn Union. 

Samuel Longfellow, John White Chadwick. 

Transmission of Power, Cosman Y. P. R. U. 

William Henry Furness, Edward Everett Hale. 

Self Control, Guild, Florence, Mass. 

The Good of the Past and.The Joy of the Present, 
Y. P.R. U., Montpelier. 

Our Duty to our Church. 

What is Worship? Its Need To-day. 

The George Junior Republic, W. C. Gannett. 

Thanksgiving, Lynn Union. 

Neighborliness and Social Reform. 

The Christian Spirit, Lynn Union. 

A Plea for Enthusiasm in the Sunday School. 

Our Church. Its Belief and Duty. 

Book Friends, Winkley Guild. 

The Pilgrim Fathers, Y. P. R. U., Norwell. 

What can we do to Improve our Town in Beauty, 
Health, and Education, Y. P. R. U., Tyngs- 
boro Guild. 

The Work of the American Unitarian Associa- 
tion, E. I. Hargrave. 

Religion in the Market, Ernest G. Bancroft. 

Moral Courage. 

William Ellery Channing, Geo. W. Hinckley, 
(Dorchester). 

Spiritual Athletics. 

The Average Man. 

The Bible as a Source of Religious Inspiration, 
A.M. Jackson. 

The Spread of Unitarianism, A. H. 

Wherein is it Profitable for us to attend and take 
part in the Young People’s Meetings? Rev. M. 
Winkley. 

The Advantages of Disadvantages, Tyngsboro 
Guild. 

Freedom, Winkley Guild. 
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Union Notes 


[This column is to be filled by contributions 
from the Secretaries of local Unions. All copy 
should be sent to Miss Emily B. Osborn, 25 Beacon 
St., Boston; before the twelfth of each month.] 


Norton, Mass.—“‘The Guild has charge 
of the Sunday evening meetings and holds 
a social and business meeting on the first 
Friday of every month. We have just 
purchased a new piano for the church.” 


Boston—Winkley Guild.—Winkley Guild 
of Bulfinch Place Church, has started a 
monthly paper called Our Work. Every 
department and organization in the 
church has some space in this paper, thus 
giving every branch a chance to see what 
every other one is doing. The Guild is 
practically editing a church paper, and 
thereby giving some real help to its own 
church. 


The speaking committee of the National 
Union has on its list a number of speakers, 
officers and students from the Harvard 
Divinity School, whom it will be glad to 
send to the unions in the vicinity of Bos- 
ton which need them. It desires primarily 
to send speakers to unions where the in- 
terest is lagging and the members are 
having a hard time to keep the work 
going. And it is very desirous that any 
such unions should send in a request for 
speakers to the secretary, Miss Osborn. 
A speaker from headquarters can often 
stir up new interest and hope among the 
discouraged members and help set the 


union firmly on its feet. The committee 
also would like to send one speaker during 
the year to each of the more flourishing 
unions. Every union is_ benefited by 
listening to outside speakers and the 
officers of the National Union would like 
to address and get acquainted with the 
members of as many unions as possible. 
So we hope that all the unions about 
Boston who have not already done so 
will send in requests for speakers. 


AtBErT R. Vai, 
Chairman. 


‘“‘A Book of Days’’ 


During the last month especial efforts 
have been made to sell as many copies 
as possible of our 1905 calendar. Leaflets 
telling all about it have been sent to all 
the unions, to all the Alliance Branches, 
to the National Officers of the Union and 
the Alliance, and to many interested 
people besides. The sales up to this time 
have been good but not phenomenal. 
During the next four or five weeks the 
whole of the edition ought to be sold, 
and must be sold. As there is no Fair 
this year, a large part of the running ex- 
penses of the Union will have to come 
from the profits of this calendar, and 
every member of every Union should 
take hold and sell some copies. Each of 
the National Directors is making individ- 
ual efforts to sell as many copies as possi- 
ble. Will not the Officers and the mem- 
bers of Local Unions do as much? 


A BOOK OF DAYS. 


A daily quotation calendar 


with selections from 


53 Prominent Unitarian 
‘Poets, Authors, Statesmen. 


Each copy tied with a green silk cord, 
to match green and gold cover, and put 
up in a pasteboard box. 


$.50 a copy, and postage ; 
$3.60 a dozen, and transportation. 


Young People’s Religious Union, 
25 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts. 


CIRCULATING LIBRARY 


OF THE 


NATIONAL ALLIANCE OF UNI- 
TARIAN WOMEN 


AND THE 


UNITARIAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
SOCIETY. 


This library is for the use of ministers, 
Sunday-school workers, Study Classes, 
Post-office Mission correspondents, and 
all others who can use it to advantage. 
The books are for free use, and will be 
sent to any person desiring them, the 
borrower to pay return postage. Cata- 
logues sent on application to 


Miss Florence Everett, 
25 Beacon Street, Bostcn, Massachusetts. 


NEW FALL PUBLICATIONS. 


John Gilley, 
By CHARLES W. ELIOT. 
16mo; pages, 72. Price, 60c. 
net; 66c. by mail. 


The brief but true record of a typical 
character of the Maine coast. 


The Wandering Host, 


By DAVID STARR JORDAN. 
8vo ; pages, 40. Price, 90c. net ; 
98c. by mail. 


An allegory showing the diversity of paths 
which lead toward Truth. 


By AUGUSTUS M. LORD. 
12mo; pages, 152. Price, $1.00 
net; $1.10 by mail. 


“Little tales of great peoples.” Folk 
stories of different nations. 


The Supremacy 
of Jesus, 
By JOSEPH H. CROOKER. 
Price, 80c. net; 88c. by mail. 
Size, 5x74 inches; pages, 186. 


A fresh and original interpretation of the 
life and character of Jesus. 
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Notes by the President. 


We often hear it said that there is 
money enough in the Unitarian churches 
to support all our denominational enter- 
prises adequately. What we lack is the 
habit of generous giving for Unitarian 
purposes. I read the other day an anal- 
ogy that seems to me to fit the case. It 
was the analogy of our ways of getting 
a water supply for domestic purposes. 
Our great-grandfathers used to take a 
pail and go to the brook and dip up the 
water and carry it in: That was the 
contribution box method of water sup- 
ply. In the next generation our fore- 
fathers improved methods by digging a 
well and pumping the water into the 
house. It was weary kind of work but 
it saved steps and the water could be 
depended on longer in dry weather. That 
is the subscription method wherein the 
minister or the parish committee pumps 
away with all sorts of imperfect contriv- 
ances to raise the missionary funds. That 
is the stage of evolution in which our 
missionary work halts to-day. This gen- 
eration has found a better way to get 
water. We find a reservoir and then 
lay pipes straight to our houses from an 
unlimited source of supply. Do we not 
need to adapt that system to our mis- 
sionary giving? The bucket and the 


pump method are outgrown. To pro- 
duce a reliable and abundant supply 
of water we need three things,—a reser- 
voir high up somewhere, a system of 
pipes, and God’s law of gravitation. So 
there are three essentials in missionary 
benevolence, a store of wealth, a distrib-- 
uting plant and a divine spirit of gen- 
erous goodwill. I believe that the store 
of wealth exists in our churches. I know 
that our Association can be depended 
upon to provide an adequate system of 
distribution, but the third essential, the 
loving impulse cannot be commanded or 
coerced. What we need is the deeper 
faith, the higher hope, the larger love. 


I am sometimes asked by my fellow- 
workers how to interest people in the mis- 
sionary work of our denomination. My 
answer is something like this. 

First, realize and emphasize the per- 
sonal responsibility. Missionary enthu- 
siasm is not a matter of spontaneous gen- 
eration. It is kindled by a spark from 
the burning heart of another. If you 
get on fire yourself the flame will spread. 
The personal enthusiasm is essential to 
success. “If my hand slacked,’” said 
Antonio Stradivarius, ‘‘I should rob God; 
for God cannot make Antonio’s violins 
without Antonio.” 

Second, get and give the people the 
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facts. People do not want appeals as 
much as they want information. The 
facts make their own appeal. Tell the 


people what is going on in the missionary 
fields. Take perhaps a single depart- 
ment or a single state or even a single 
town and show what is being done for 
the development of the higher life in that 
community and what a Unitarian church 
means there. 

Third, give the personal touch. Tell 
what missionary endeavor involves to 
the self-forgetting individuals who engage 
in it. Tell the story of the sacrifices and 
labors of some of our pioneers. Let 
the people know how the Unitarian 
church was started in St. Louis or in 
Portland, Ore., or what it means to stand 
by the Unitarian cause in Richmond, Va., 
or Chattanooga, Tenn., or what is involved 
in carrying our message to the lonely and 
isolated on the Southern Circuit. 

Fourth, do not trust too much to com- 
mittees or to resolutions. People are 
too apt to think they have done their 
duty when they pass a resolution or ap- 
point a committee. Give every church 
adherent an opportunity to do his part. 
Always exercise tact and good nature 
but have grit enough to keep everlastingly 
at it. Do not be discouraged when people 
say, “Nobody cares,” or “Our people 
are not interested.” You can interest 
them. If plans and methods wear out see 
that they are renewed or their form 
changed. Arrange the work so as to 
reach everybody in the parish. Get 
people into good and regular habits of 
giving. Do not forget the Sunday School 
and the young people. We need to bring 
up a generation of Unitarians eager for 
missionary service and trained to mission- 
ary giving. 


The missionary activities and hopes 
and problems of our Association are well 
summed up in a little tract of Dr. Jeffer- 
son’s published by our friends of the Con- 
gregational Home Missionary Society. 


He takes the words of Jesus about the 
spreading of the gospel and applies them 
to modern conditions. 

“Begin at Jerusalem.” That must 
have seemed to the disciples wrong end 
to. Why begin at the capital, where 
the problems are particularly big and 
tangled and the outlook seems almost 
hopeless? Why begin in a sordid, pre- 
occupied, commercial city? Because the 
city is the heart of all the distributing 
powers and influences. The city must 
be cleansed or it will keep pumping poison 
through every artery of the national life. 
If the gospel fails in the city it will fail 
everywhere else. The world has no use 
for a religion which fails at the point of 
greatest importance. As never before, 
the population of the world is mass- 
ing itself in great cities. It is a tidal 
movement that cannot be resisted. Here 
in America our cities are rapidly absorb- 
ing a large part of the wealth and power 
of the nation. The prevailing influences 
of city life are overwhelmingly material- 
istic. The little bands of workers trying 
to upbuild the kingdom of God are hardly 
able to make any impression on the great 
tides of labor and business and amuse- 
ment. The time must come when the 
men of wealth who think now only of 
buying up railroad systems and oil fields 
and steel plants must take hold of the 
higher life of the community and estab- 
lish a system of religious education to 
equal the secular education. They must 
develop the city churches into fruitful 
institutions with a score of ministers and 
a regiment of trained workers. They 
must establish the foundation of the 
modern city in righteousness and judg- 
ment and celebrate the new century by 
the redemption of city life. 

But the commandment of Jesus does 
not end at Jerusalem. ‘Ye shall be my 
witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all 
Judea.” Many of us who see the supreme 
importance of the city problem forget 
that the city owes an immeasurable 
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debt to the country village. The leaders 
of the city life come from the country 
towns. There is not a town in New Eng- 
land that has not helped to make Boston. 
There is not a village from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific which has not brought its 
contribution of life and laid it down on 
Manhattan Island. The men who are 
to shape the destinies of the cities of the 
future are to-day country boys. A de- 
graded village will send Goths and Van- 
dals to thunder at our city gates. A clean 
wholesome village will send pure blood 
into the city’s life. It will not do for 
us to say that we will do all our work 
in the places where wealth is powerful 
and poverty and ignorance most threat- 
ening, where magnificence and squalor 
go side by side. We must think too of the 
country districts and keep the springs pure. 

And then in the third place we are 
commanded not to forget the stranger 
at the gate and the sick man at the door. 
Nay, the sick man is not at the door as 
when Jesus spoke his parable. He has 
come inside and he has brought with him 
his wife and his children and has sent for 
all his relations in the old country. They 
are swarming in every room in the house. 
A half million Russians and Poles and 
Hungarians and Italians came last year 
to settle in this land. Many of these 
people have little light in their eyes be- 
cause the candle of the Lord has been 
almost snuffed out by generations of 
oppression. They are not helpless as 
was the man at the Pool of Bethesda, 
or the man at the gate of the Temple, 
or the man by the roadside between Je- 
rusalem and Jericho. They are on their 
feet and can shape the ends of our Repub- 
lic by mere powers of numbers. Shall 
we not see to it that these new-comers 
are given the higher impulses and aspira- 
tions? Let us believe that no one of the 
men of the different tribes and kindreds 
who seek the freedom and opportunity 
of America is beyond the reach of pure 
Christian principles and hopes. Is Amer- 


ica to behold a second Babel or a second 
Pentecost? 

Work for the uplifting of the city, the 
country, and the incoming multitudes— 
shall not our free churches rouse them- 
selves to do all these duties promptly, 
liberally, efficiently? The Directors of 
the Association await the command to go 
forward. 


A Typican Wrrex. When the officers 
and delegates of the Association make 
missionary journeys to some distant part 
of the country they report their adventures 
in the Christian Register, but when they 
are at home no public report is made of 
their doings. The diary of one week of 
the time of the President of the Associa- 
tion will indicate how that time is cus- 
tomarily occupied. 

“Sunday. Went to Beverly and led 
the worship of the First Parish Church. 
A fine old parish, well equipped and ad- 
ministered in all its departments. 

Monday. In the morning wrote and 
dictated fourteen letters, then went to. 
Medford and attended the luncheon of 
the Cambridge Association of Ministers; 
then on to Arlington to speak on “Our 
Work Together,” to the Arlington Branch 
Alliance, an earnest body of women doing 
effective work for our cause, not only in 
Arlington but in many distant parts of 
the land. In the evening to Boston to 
the Dinner of the Channing Club. 

Tuesday. ‘Train to Worcester to meet 
with the Worcester Association of Minis- 
ters and open a discussion on ‘Inter- 
denominational Relations.”’ The Worces- 
ter Association is the best ministerial 
gathering in our fellowship, bound to- 
gether with affectionate good will and 
in hearty co-operation,—brave and _ for- 
ward-looking in spirit and practical in 
discussion. In the evening to Dorchester 
to attend a reception at the First Parish 
in honor of the Tenth Anniversary of the 
installation of its loved and trusted min- 
ister. 
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Wednesday. Wrote or dictated eight 
letters and then went to Jamaica Plain 
to address the Branch Alliance in the 
Parish House on “Some Aspects of Our 
Work.”’ In the evening met with a com- 
pany of a dozen friends and opened a 
discussion on social and religious conditions 
in the Mississippi Valley. 

Thursday. Took train to Brockton and 
trolley car to Eastondale, and spoke at 
the dedication of the new church of the 
old First Parish of Easton. Then on by 
trolley to Taunton, by rail to Attleboro, 
and by trolley to North Attleboro to 
address the Rhode Island Universalist 
Convention on “Unity and Diversity.” 

Friday. All day at the desk. Wrote 
and dictated sixteen letters, and held 
interviews with the Secretary, Publica- 
tion Agent, Secretary of the International 
Council and many other fellow-workers. 


From the Mail. 


A fellow-worker writes: ‘The preach- 
ing of our generation seems to have largely 
lost the note of urgency. Often when 
I listen to ministers it seems to me as if they 
did not expect the people to do what 
they advise and suggest. No one seems 
to be expected to act and act now on the 
program presented. Preaching has lost 
the tone of ‘Thus saith the Lord.’ It 
seems to be addressed to the intelligence, 
the tastes, the sentiments, but not so 
much to the will. It is often interest- 
ing, instructive, sometimes  oratorical, 
frequently moving,—but it is pretty uni- 
formly deficient in definiteness of aim. 
May it not be that the religious apathy 
we hear so much about is fostered by this 
tone and method of preaching?” 


It is noticeable that all the Congrega- 
tional bodies in this country are moving 
in the same direction and working out 
plans on similar lines for increased effi- 
ciency. The Editor of the Advance (Bap- 
tist) was much impressed by the similar- 


ity of the tendencies and movements 
displayed at the National Council of 
Congregationalists with the tendencies of 
the Baptist body. In speaking of the 
Congregationalists he writes: ‘There has 
come over the denomination a deep sense 
of need, a feeling that there has been too 
much isolation, too little fellowship, too 
much neglect of the weak, too much of 
every church for itself, while the devil 
and the other denominations are after 
us all. In a word, there has come into 
many minds a strong conviction that we 
have been paying too high a price for 
our independence.” 


The Secretary of the Maine Conference 
makes report as follows: “The story of 
our outward life is one of natural, normal, 
hopeful conditions. There are in Maine 
about forty-five hundred Unitarians. 
These people maintain twenty-six churches. 
There are settled ministers in fifteen of 
them, and two others are temporarily 
without ministerial service. Of the re- 
maining nine, eight may be classed as 
summer-preaching stations, and one is 
dormant. One name, that of York, has 
appeared in the official list of churches 
for the first time this year. While our 
churches increase far less rapidly than 
we could wish, it must be said that they 
increase faster than our population, which 
fact has added significance when we re- 
member that the increase of population 
in Maine is almost wholly an increase 
among Roman Catholics. When our State 
conference was formed in 1864, there were 
fifteen Unitarian churches maintaining 
religious worship. To-day there are 
twenty-six, an increase of about sixty 
per cent., while in the same period the 
population of Maine has increased but 
about ten per cent. Three new ministers 
have come into our conference in the past 
year and have settled with the churches 
at Augusta, Yarmouth, and St. John. 
During the year the church at Fort Fair- 
field was destroyed by fire and is now 
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rebuilding. A new and finer building 
has been erected by the church in Houlton. 
Repairs amounting to $1,800 have been 
expended upon the church at Ellsworth.” 


A successful minister writes: “I would 
suggest that the minister preaching at a 
place outside of his regular parish, where 
he cannot visit the people in their homes, 
should spend a social evening with them 
at stated intervals. One who has not 
tried it can hardly imagine the effective- 
ness of such meetings where Unitarianism 
is new to the community. 

“Tt was a surprise to me to find that 
people wish to talk on serious themes more 
in company than in private. The ques- 
tion of one encourages another. Before 
the evening is over, we have, not way- 
side, but fireside, preaching blended with 
the personal fellowship which a formal 
service does not admit. 

“This kind of ministerial visiting might 
be employed effectively by our new cir- 
cuit preachers. The preacher not only 
makes the acquaintance of the people, 
but learns their needs, and knows better 
how to preach to them the next time. 
People are easily persuaded to attend such 
a gathering who have never had any use 
for a church. Even the notorious village 
agnostic will go and listen to the preacher 
where the people can talk back. Deep 
and far-reaching questions will be asked 
and the preacher will find all he has in 
full commission, and when the evening is 
over often have the consciousness of hav- 
ing helped the people more than he did 
by his Sunday service.” 


Church News. 


Rockland.-—Our church in Rockland, 
Mass., has been assisted by the Association 
each year since its organization, which was 
some twenty years ago. This year it ap- 
plied for a grant of $250, reporting a de- 
ficit on the past year of about $125, due 
to the falling off of the income from fairs 


and entertainments. Instead of granting 
the application for aid the Directors of 
the Association entered into conference 
with the Rockland society, through its 
trustees, with the result that the trustees 
of the society invited a visit of the Field 
Agent of the Association. Mr. Brown has 
completed the work with the following 
result:—The income from subscriptions 
in Rockland last year was $811. This 
year it will be at least $1488.20. Last 
year there were fifty-five contributors, 
this year there will be more than one hun- 
dred. One member of the Parish Com- 
mittee has tripled his subscription; an- 
other subscriber gave five times what he 
gave before; some who never attended 
services are now subscribing. The min- 
ister of the society, Rev. William R. Lord, 
who is highly appreciated and loved by 
all the people, and all the officers and mem- 
bers of the society worked in complete 
harmony with the field agent to bring 
about this gratifying result. The grant 
from the Association will not be needed. 

Ministerial Personals.—Rev. George D. 
Sanders has accepted a call to the church 
in Waterville, Me.; Rev. John A. Cruzan 
to that in Spokane, Wash.; Rev. Lewis 
H. Stoughton to that in Saco, during the 
illness of Rev. William F. Skerrye; Rev. 
Marion F. Ham to that in Dallas; Rev. 
Joel Metcalf to that in Taunton; Rev. 
George S. Anderson to that in Gloucester. 
The church in Bangor has issued a call 


~ to Rey. Alva R. Scott; the church in North 


Andover, Mass., to Mr. Laurence Hay- 
ward. Recent Installation Services have 
been those of Rev. Fred A. Weil, at the 
Third Church in Chicago, and Rev. Mary 
L. Leggett at Wolfeboro, N.H. At Wolfe- 
boro, the right hand of fellowship was 
given by the pastor of the Free Baptist 
Church of the town, and the charge to the 
people by the pastor of the Orthodox 
Congregational Church. Rev. Frank F. 
Eddy, recently from the Universalist de- 
nomination, has gone to supply the pulpit 
of the Salt Lake City church temporarily. 


National Alliance of 
Unitarfan and Other Liberal Christian Hlomen 


Headquarters: Room 10, 25 Beacon Street, Boston 


Miss Emma CO. Low, President, 
153 State St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Mrs. CHARLES T, CATLIN, Treasurer, 
25 Beacon St., Boston, Mass. 


Mrs. Emity A. Firreup, Ree. Sec., 

4 Ashland St., Dorchester, Mass. 
Mrs. Ropert H. DAvis, Cor. Sec., 

19 Hast 44th St., New York. 


Miss FLORENCE EvERETT, Clerk. 


The object of the Alliance is, primarily, to quicken the religious life of our Unitarian churches, and 
to bring the women of the denomination into closer acquaintance, co-operation, and fellowship. 


A Happy New Year to all the fourteen 
thousand Alliance members! Now the 
holidays are over and every branch has 
had its sale or fair or Christmas enter- 
tainment and the stress of money making 
is somewhat lessened, shall we not settle 
down to a few quiet months of real thought 
concerning the higher purposes of the 
Alliance. Shall we not omit for a little 
while, the devising of ways and means, 
and pay more attention to the other ob- 
jects stated in our by-laws. Never has 
the executive board been more encour- 
aged than at the last meeting when of 
52 branches only 9 failed to respond to 
the request for reports, an unprecedented 
record for those sections. Every one 
showed a true understanding of fellow- 
ship. Not one was standing alone. 

Now may be expected growth in num- 
bers. With regular meetings offering so 
much of profit and of pleasure, a branch 
should command the membership of every 
woman in the church. In these days no 
Unitarian woman can afford to be igno- 
rant of the work of the Alliance, to know 
nothing of the Post Office Mission or the 
missionary work of the denomination. 
To know and to understand is to enjoy 
and share, and thus our primary object 
will be achieved and the religious life will 
be quickened. 


We cannot send out this number of 
Word and Work without expressing our 
sorrow for the great loss the Alliance has 
met in the death of Mr. Chadwick. A 
strong believer in the Alliance since its 
first inception, he has been its constant 


friend and ally in all its work. We do 
not forget that it was he who said “We 
have made many discoveries . . . and 
sought out many excellent inventions,— 
our national and local conferences, our 
Ministers’ Institute, and best of all, our 
Women’s National Alliance, even less ad- 
mirable for its general missionary opera- 
tions than for its strengthening of our 
several churches, many a time putting a 
soul under the ribs of death.”” The Alli- 
ance has lost a staunch and loyal supporter, 
and the ministry a brilliant light. 


The December meeting of the Execu- 
tive Board held on the 9th was largely 
attended, 27 being present, including 
president, corresponding secretary and 
treasurer from New York, the director 
from Rhode Island and every Massachu- 
setts director excepting Mrs. Peterson who 
was still in the south. 

New branches have been formed at 
Turner’s Falls, Mass. Sec. Mrs. D. P. 
Abercrombie, at Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Sec. Mrs. McBride, 161 Kennedy St. and 
at Pomona, Cal. Sec. Mrs. John Wasson, 
227 West Holt Ave. 

The corresponding secretary had visited 
the large and flourishing branch at the 
First Parish, Dorchester, many of the 
Massachusetts officers being present, and 
the branch at Norton, Mass. where she 
had been much impressed with the apt 
and beautiful quotations in answer to a 
roll-call. She also gave a vivid account 
of the Alliance session of the Middle States 
Conference recently held at Baltimore. 
This meeting, conducted by the Alliance 


National 


officers in a most businesslike manner gave 
opportunity for rehearsing the aims of 
the Alhance and the results that have 
been achieved and aroused intense en- 
thusiasm in the audience. 

The recording secretary had been in 
Nashua and Dover, N.H. attending Alli- 
ance meetings and learning with satisfac- 
tion that these branches were engaged in 
doing much of the work with interest to 
themselves and helpfulness to others. 

The president has also been welcomed 
at Fitchburg, Cohasset and Eastondale, 
Mass. and related her pleasant experience 
at each place. 

The Post Office Mission committee has 
held a well attended meeting at head- 
quarters and distributed the new Tract 
List. This is likely to prove of great ad- 
vantage when the various committees 
have learned its use, although at first the 
re-arrangement may cause a little confu- 
sion and re-adjustment of record books. 
The chaplain at Fort Sheridan, III. has been 
receiving literature which he uses with 
advantage and asks for lantern slides, 
suitable for entertainments for the soldiers. 

The Cheerful Letter committee has now 
a desk at headquarters with an attendant. 
Interesting information was received from 
one of the travelling libraries in Indian 
Territory, where those in charge have or- 
ganized a reading club to use the books 
systematically. 

The Study Class committee has under 
consideration the preparation of a Leaflet 
of replies to questions asked by P. O. Mis- 
sion correspondents and others, and will 
be glad of suggestions. The papers for 
lending are much in demand and frequent 
disappointment will be avoided if branches 
borrowing them will return them as soon 
as used. Sometimes three or four 
branches wish for the same paper, at the 
same time. 

The committee on Appeals presented an 
appeal for one thousand dollars for the 
church at Indianapolis which was ap- 
proved by the board and heartily recom- 
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mended to the branches. This is the only 
Unitarian church in Indiana and should 
be placed on a permanent and well sus- 
tained foundation. 

The chairman of the committee on 
southern work being still absent in the 
south no full statement could be made, 
but branches are referred to The Chris- 
tian Register for Dec. 8th, 1904 in which 
Mr. St. John has given a fine account of 
his visit to the southern circuit and the 
dedication of the Alliance Chapel at 
Swansboro. 

The resignation of Mrs. Minnie H. 
Bishoprick, director for New York was 
received, Mrs. Bishoprick thinking it 
selfish to continue to hold an office year 
after year, when so many women would 
enjoy it and would bring fresh inspiration 
to the work. Mrs. Bishoprick has been 
so untiring in her interest and so valuable 
as a member of the board that the vote 
not to accept the resignation was prompt 
and unanimous. 


The board held an afternoon session to 
listen to the reports from the branches, 
the Rocky Mts. section receiving atten- 
tion first. Mrs. Utter, the vice-president 
has changed her residence to 1557 Logan 
Ave. Denver. 

Every branch in Colorado reported, all 
holding regular meetings some of them 
weekly. Fort Collins is full of hope and 
courage and cheered by a remarkable de- 
gree of success. The branch hag paid 
$1500 for the church lot and is now work- 
ing for the furnishing of the church. The 
Pueblo branch has some new members 
and increased interest is shown. The 
Channing Club is flourishing and 34 new 
members have joined the Y. P. R. U. 
The Sunday School though small is in 
good condition. The secretary writes, 
“There is still much that we need in our 
church in the way of proper appointments, 
but we must be patient and we will have 
them later on.” 
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The Alliance Reading Club at Cafion 
City with Mrs. Julia McClanahan as sec- 
retary is a lively branch of 20 members. 
The director says “The Rocky Mountain 
section is very proud of this little club.” 

The largest branch is at Denver which 
goes on steadily with little change, with 
a good Cheerful Letter committee and a 
Post Office Mission which has sent out a 
large number of sermons. The branch at 
Colorado Springs is devoted and earnest. 
At present the church is without a minis- 
ter, Rev. Mr. Utter of Denver holding a 
service every Sunday afternoon. Literary 
meetings alternate with work and the 
Alliance and Unity Club unite in a monthly 
social gathering. 

It is to be regretted that Rev. Mr. Fish 
has left Salt Lake City, but the church 
is well established and its indebtedness 
nearly all paid. The sum owing for the 
piano is still to be made up, and an in- 
stalment will be due on Feb. first. The 
women are working harder than ever this 
year but are fearful of losing the piano 
altogether which would be a serious blow 
to the rental of the hall upon which they 
depend. « 


The branch at Lawrence, Kansas, has 
increased its membership from sixteen to 
thirty-six, and holds weekly afternoon 
meetings, and once each month an all day 
meeting with dinner. Rev. Mr. Bennett 
is attending to the P. O. Mission and “is 
doing a successful work the scope of which 
is increasing.” A Cheerful Letter commit- 
tee has been lately organized. The branch 
at Wichita is helping the church to pay 
the debt to the Loan Fund and hoping 
for further assistance from other branches. 
Topeka sent no report but we remember 
that the branch was hospitable and gener- 
ous at the time of the Missouri Valley Con- 
ference, and that good work is being done. 


The branch at Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
has had a memorable social occasion in 
honor of the retiring president, Mrs. 


Wingate, and the Corresponding Secre- 
tary both having served as officers since 
the formation of the branch. Mr. Hodgin 
is giving a series of monthly talks on The 
Ancient Celtic sources of the Arthurian 
legends. In lieu of the annual bazar 
and entertainments, voluntary subscrip- 
tions resulted in $400, and the branch has 
pledged an annual contribution of $200 
towards payment of the mortgage on the 
new parsonage. 

The Kenosha branch holds monthly 
literary meetings with papers on miscel- 
laneous subjects. A well attended study 
class under the leadership of Rev. Florence 
Buck meets every other Tuesday, to con- 
sider the History and Progress of the 
Unitarian Faith. Various social func- 
tions have helped to pay for the church 
music and improvements in the church 
building are being discussed. The Madi- 
son branch is most active with regular 
meetings, receptions and suppers. Other 
branches in Wisconsin did not report. 


In Missouri, the Kansas City branch is 
much interested in having a new church 
better suited to their needs than the one 
lately disposed of. The branch is busy 
meeting every week with a monthly so- 
cial. A P. O. Mission secretary has been 
added to the officers. St. Joseph holds 
weekly meetings with its increased mem- 
bership and growing interest. Kansas 
City and St. Joseph are hoping in connec- 
tion with Lawrence and Topeka to form 
an Associate Alliance holding a joint meet- 
ing once a year. The two branches in 
St. Louis “opened the season auspiciously, 
notwithstanding the disconcerting World’s 
Fair.” They have held one meeting to- 
gether inviting also the Alton branch. 
Each has a general subject for considera- 
tion and both join in many of the excel- 
lent charities of the city. 


Four branches in Iowa report continued 
interest and good meetings, Keokuk hav- 


Me National Alliance 9 


ing readings by members and Iowa City 
considering Social Settlements and Vil- 
lage improvements. At Rock Rapids the 
branch pays $140 yearly on the Church 
loan. “They are a little band of earnest 
workers and are looking forward to the 
time when free from debt they can take 
up missionary work.” The Humboldt 
branch holds fortnightly meetings with 
“discussion of live and high subjects and 
find ourselves strengthened thereby.” 
Entertained the Iowa Conference in the 
spring and is repairing the parsonage to 
the extent of $450. 


The direetor for Minnesota sent reports 
for every branch in the state. Adrian has 
now a membership of 25, and meets 
weekly. Has painted the church and is 
quite hopeful, looking forward to a suc- 
cessful year’s work. At Duluth a recep- 
tion was given in the summer to the for- 
mer pastor Rev. F. C. Southworth and 
wife, and in Oct. the state Conference was 
entertained, showing this to be an active 
branch. Another busy branch is at St. 
Cloud which shares in all the church ac- 
tivities, helping to pay the minister’s 
salary, the janitor, the music, the flowers 
and other expenses. The best work of the 
Underwood branch with only eighteen 
members, has been to conduct a Sunday 
School of twenty-four. Social functions 
have added to the church fund. At St. 
Paul the branch is working also for a new 
church as well as helping the current ex- 
penses, and various charity funds, and 
has a good P. O. Mission. The branch at 
the First Church Minneapolis, has con- 
ducted the annual reception to the con- 
gregation, prepares and serves the monthly 
dinners of the men’s club, and cares for 
the church charities. At Nazareth Church 
the branch made heroic efforts to conduct 
a restaurant at the State Fair in Sept. 
hoping to make enough money to place 
a furnace in the church, but owing to bad 
weather lost money on the venture. A 


reception to the minister and a Norwegian 
supper have been more successful. 


Of the branches in Illinois ten report 
beginning the year on social and financial 
lines with energy. Geneva is absorbed 
in preparations for a sale with afternoons 
devoted to philanthropy and social mat- 
ters. Geneseo is trying to replenish its 
treasury. The P. O. Mission of this 
branch is valuable. Reading matter is 
sent to those who have left the home 
church and settled where no liberal church 
is found. They also add Sunday School 
papers which are always welcomed and 
loaned by children to their new found 
friends. The secretary writes: “Some 
have been so long on my list they have 
become of personal interest. In two cases 
they consider themselves members of this 
Society. If a choice is expressed it is in 
favor of Mr. Savage’s writings. I am 
aware our work is small compared with 
much that is being done, but it may add 
its share to the harvest.” The Quincy 
branch is “bending its energies to the 
duty which lies nearest, the annual 
supper,” while Hinsdale hopes to raise 
$150 by subscriptions and avoid a sale. 
Buda with ten members helps pay the 
minister and the sexton and hopes to 
contribute towards the debt for remod- 
elling the church. At Evanston the 
branch holds all day meetings and does 
much charity as well as literary work. 
The Anna D. Sparks branch at Alton is 
“more enthusiastic than ever” making 
every effort to secure a new church which 
is sorely needed. Lastly the three 
branches in Chicago are active and pros- 
perous. The Messiah branch has just 
raised $300 and has begun a fortnightly 
lecture course. Unity Church branch 
among other gifts has generously appro- 
priated $30 for re-furnishing the rooms 
of the Western Conference. The various 
sections of the branch at the Third Church 
have accomplished much in the way of 
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study, charity and social functions in- 
cluding a welcome to the new minister. 

An interesting report of the Chicago 
Associate Alliance was read. This in- 
cludes six branches with 230 members 
and two good meetings have been held. 
Since October, $125 has been raised to 
complete the renovation of the Conference 
rooms used as headquarters at 175 Dear- 
born St. 


Branches in the Ohio churches are all 
doing their usual work and most of them 
with more than the usual zeal. The win- 
ter’s program of the Cincinnati branch 
concerns the humanities of the city, with 
monthly discussions conducted by repre- 
sentative officers of the more conspicuous 
charities, and the branch has in charge 
for the year a group of poor families sub- 
mitted to them by the Associated Charities. 
A member of the church has published 
a large edition of a sermon by the minister 
Rev. Geo. A. Thayer entitled “What has 
the Faith of Unitarians done for Men,” 
packages of which have been widely dis- 
tributed among the churches for P. O. 
Mission work. Unity branch, Cincinnati 
is also engaged in charitable work and 
sends many gifts to other branches. Mar- 
ietta reports renewed enthusiasm aroused 
by the sessions of the State Conference 
held there, which were greatly enjoyed. 
A series of Bible Lectures given by Mr. 
Coil form the basis for a study of the bible. 
The branch at Salem is paying for a piano, 
the small membership making this more 
difficult than it would be in a larger 
branch. Readings, music and discussion 
of current topics constitute their pro- 
grammes. 

The autumn of 1904 has been an event- 
ful one for the branch at Cleveland which 
took possession on Nov. 20th of its beauti- 
ful rooms in the new church building. A 
delightful account of the dedication and 
subsequent meetings was sent by the 
director who writes “Cleveland can use 
none but superlative adjectives this year! 


It has also been impressed upon the hearts 
of the members that having freely re- 
ceived, they long freely to give, of effort, 
of energy, of helpfulness, using for its best 
purposes the fine building placed at their 
service.” 


Michigan reports begin with Ann Arbor 
where the ladies’ Union does good Literary 
work and uses its funds for the church 
and where another organization does the 
denominational work. All are regretting 
the loss of their leader Mrs. Crooker who 
has accepted a call to preach in the East. 
Detroit branch is busy as a house com- 
mittee re-decorating its rooms. The junior 
Alliance is a new feature and proving 
itself an effort worthy of its instigator 
the devoted State Director. Brooklyn, 
Jackson, Manistee, Morenci, Mount Pleas- 
ant and Sherwood are without ministers 
and it is needless to say that it is up hill 
work for a small number of women to 
cling together and carry on the good work 
with much perceptible progress. “If 
earnest, energetic ministers can be sent 
to these waiting societies in the good 
State of Michigan the cause of Unitarian- 
ism will be assured for the people are 
ready to respond to the liberal movement.”’ 
In Sherwood a town of about 300 
people, the Alliance branch numbers 45 
and excellent work is done. Mt. Pleasant 
entertained the State Conference in Oc- 
tober in a most gracious and hospitable 
manner. One feature seemed most ad- 
mirable,—the plan of serving meals at 
adjoining boarding houses in order that 
the hostesses might attend all the sessions. 


On returning from Mt. Pleasant and 
the Conference the Vice President spent 
a day with the new society in Indianap- 
olis. A comfortable church building, a 
good minister and an active Alliance 
Branch give promise of strong work to 
be done there. The movement in Ind- 
ianapolis is like a pioneer effort in that 
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large city where the Unitarian doctrine 
has not yet found a firm footing and the 
sympathy and support of other churches 
and branches should be extended heartily 
to this struggling society. 


As soon as the Christmas and New Year 
holidays are happily ended every body 
begins to think “where shall we go next 
summer?” Every one takes a vacation 
in summer and the warm days will soon 
be here. In the east, Alliance women are 
very apt to take into consideration, when 
making summer plans, the Unitarian 
meetings held at Nantucket and Isles of 
Shoals. These have proved to be de- 
lightful gatherings, promoting the fellow- 
ship of which we boast and providing op- 
portunity for real conference on vital 
matters, at the same time affording means 
for the best of vacation outings. 

Such a meeting is suggested for the 
Pacific Coast to take the form of a Uni- 
tarian grove-mecting at Santa Cruz. 
Among seekers after rest and refreshment 
it is believed there are many interested in 
the Unitarian churches. 

“Among these atfd their friends there 
surely must be a considerable number 
who would like to combine the pleasures 
of camp-life with spiritual, intellectual, 
and artistic enjoyment,—a combination 
of camp and Chautauqua, under cloud- 
less skies and amid the choicest attrac- 
tions of mountain, grove, cafion, and 
seaside.” 

Such events on both sides of the con- 
tinent will be something for all Alliance 
members to look forward to with a wish 
to be counted in. 

The Helping Hands branch, Charles- 
ton, 8.C., wishes to extend appreciation 
and thanks to other branches for many 
generous gifts sent for the Fair held in 
December. The Fair was not only pleas- 
ant socially but successful financially. 


The corresponding secretary of the 
branch at Hingham, Mass. is Mrs. E. 


Frank Wilder, South Hingham. Of First 
Parish, Dorchester Mass. Mrs. Samuel 
Crowell, 8 Monadnock St. Dorchester. 
The recording secretary in Cincinnati is 
Mrs. C. B. Fishburn, 309 Rochdale Ave. 
Avondale. At Milwaukee the correspond- 
ing secretary is Mrs. Edwin Reynolds. 
At Newport, R.I. the secretary is Mrs. 
H. W. Lull, Powel Ave. At Hood River, 
Mrs. Maud Chipping is secretary. 


Mrs. Mary Fifield King will be happy to 
give her Stereopticon Lectures on French 
Chateaux, Picturesque Devonshire and 
Historic Homes of England, for Alliance 
entertainments at half price. 4 Ashland 
St. Dorchester, Mass. 


A very interesting “Alcott Afternoon” 
has been arranged for the branch at Ros- 
lindale, Mass. which they would be glad 
to have others enjoy. Any branch wish- 
ing the privilege of using this programme 
can do so on the payment of one dollar 
to this branch. Address Mrs. A. L. 
Bowles, 3 Penfield St. Roslindale, Mass. 


A student in the Meadville school who is 
also engaged in successful missionary work 
“needs a job printing press outfit to fa- 
cilitate his efforts.” Will any one willing 
to supply the need address W. Delos 
Smith, Meadville, Pa. 


The next meeting of the Executive 
Board will be held on Friday, Jan. 13, 
1905 and reports are expected from the 
Middle and Southern states. 


The appeals stand as follows: 


RichMonde, oy sata ee rele $100.00 
Mortebairtields eras cake noses 268.00 
EUV ACTUAL Oize ores states nce iene ese aca) Baas 371.75 
Salgibcake City. . es nema one 300.00 
Green sElarbore- sccae-ns as oie ee 245.00 
tteb lOretme ray eens sien ae cee oe 839.00 
Meadville: Stwdemtie. 20.) t.ceues se 175.00 
InGianapolish, see ere nes 1,000.00 
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Mr. CarLEToN AMES WHEELER, President 


Miss Eminy BouvE OsBorn, Secretary 


The Unknown Quantity. 


Each new year, each new day, each new 
individual, is an unknown quantity. We 
are perpetually staring in the face these 
x’s and y’s and 2’s of life. Some guess 
at the solution, others give it up; a few 
boldly grapple with the facts, and by 
transposing, arranging, and combining 
these succeed in so relating them to the, 
unknown z as to wrest its secret from it. 

The world does not solve its problems 
quickly, but it is ever seeking for solutions. 
We have just partaken of the pleasures 
of another Xmas. ‘‘ Xmas”! How many 
of us have really solved the value of this 
“X”? To give it up, or to guess at it, 
or to accept an answer on trust,—-all these 
possibilities are offered us. But the 
men and the women who know what life 
really is in this world,—in all its fullness,— 
pass by these possibilities. Setting all 
their powers at work, they themselves 
journey into the land unknown and view 
with their own eyes its splendors. They 
may report to us of what they have seen, 
may even offer us helpful suggestions 
as to the journey, but each must take it 
for himself to know the reality. To know 
the Christ is to walk consciously as a son 
of God. 

The problems of life! In what variety 
they come! Yet the same method of 
approach to the solution underlies all. 
In the truest sense, we ourselves are the 
unknown quantities. We are over and 
over again unknown to ourselves as well 
as to others. As we seek energetically 
the solutions of the problems confronting 
us, we find ourselves; and with increas- 
ing knowledge of ourselves comes greater 
confidence in our powers. No one can 
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bestow this knowledge upon us. Sal- 
vation is character: and character is the 
wages of our personal solutions of the 
daily unknowns. 

Every body of young people banded 
together to develop the powers of ‘brain, 
heart, and hand,” is but a grouping of 
many unknowns. Its whole strength 
depends upon the personal equation after 
all. And every member who turns idly 
or timidly away from the questions which 
membership in such an_ organization 
brings from day to day, is not only keep- 
ing himself unknown but is preventing 
in so far a progressive solution of the 
larger unknown which the social body 
represents. Throughout our Unions there 
are many such timid members,—and some 
that are careless. The first step in the 
new year should be a courageous and 
conscientious facing *of the problem,—to 
learn the meaning of the unknown quan- 
tity. 

To those members who are awake and 
ready for the unknown in the future, 
as they have been in the past, the year 
will bring rich treasures. And may your 
days be long in the land! 

CaRLETON AMES WHIELER. 


PUEBLO. 


At the last May Meeting the Na- 
tional Union unanimously voted to con- 
tribute three hundred dollars to the 
up-building of the church at Pueblo. 
To do this the help of every Union is 
needed. If each Union will send in a 
special gift for Pueblo, this sum can 
be easily raised. These contributions 
should be made at once to Mr. Augus- 
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tus J. Boyden, 25 Beacon Street, 
Boston. 


Board of Directors of the Young 
People’s Religious Union. 
Montrauy Mrerine. 


The 5th regular meeting of the Board 
of Directors was held in Room 11, 25 
Beacon Street, on Tuesday, Dec. 6th. 
Mr. Wheeler called the meeting to order 
at quarter past one. Mr. Atherton, Mr. 
Saunderson, Mr. Vail, Mr. Harrington, 
Mr. Child, Miss Loring, and Miss Jones 
were present. 

The Secretary’s minutes of the last 
meeting were not read, for they were 
already printed in Word and Work, but 
were accepted as printed. 

The Secretary read a letter from the 
Treasurer, saying that all bills were paid, 
and $40 was left in the Treasury. As 
he is very busy now and is hardly ever 
able to attend meetings, he offered to 
resign if the Board of Directors would 
like to have him. No notice was taken 
of this suggestion. 

The Directors then discussed the pos- 
sibility of sending a speaker through New 
Jersey. It was unofficially stated that the 
Boston Federation had voted $75.00 to 
the Directors of the National Union for 
the purpose of sending a speaker on this 
trip, but as no official notice had come 
to the Directors they were not in a posi- 
tion to take any definite action. How- 
ever, it was 

Voted; That Mr. Holmes be asked to make the 
trip through New Jersey if the Directors find 
they are able to make arrangements. 

Voted; That Mr. Hunt, of Orange, be asked to 
accompany Mr. Holmes if the trip is made. 

Voted; That the trip be made in January, if 
possible. 

As it takes a long time to make arrange- 
ments for such a trip as this, it was 

Voted; That the Secretary be instructed to pro- 
ceed at once to formulate the plans. 

The bills for the last month were ap- 


proved. 


As usual the financial question came 
up, and the Directors were reminded that 
at the Annual Meeting last May the dele- 
gates pledged $300 to the church at Pueblo. 
Of course this pledge must be paid, but 
at the present time there is not sufficient 
money in the Treasury. After some dis- 
cussion it was therefore 


Voted; That the gift for Pueblo be in the form 
of an Easter gift, and that all the Unions be com- 
municated with and asked to send in the money 
in time to send the whole amount to Pueblo at 
Easter. 


The meeting then adjourned. 
Emizy B. Osporn, Secretary. 


Union Notes. 


(This column is to be filled by contributions 
from the Secretaries of local Unions. All copy 
should be sent to Miss Emily B. Osborn, 25 Beacon 
St., Boston; before the twelfth of each month.] 


The Union in the church at Pueblo 
joined the National on December 17th, 
and sent in the generous sum of $10.00 
for a membership fee. When the church 
is making such a fight to pay off its debt 
and there is so much need of the Union’s 
help at home it seems good to see it reach 
out and join the large organization. We 
welcome Pueblo most heartily, and wish 
it continued prosperity. This little extract 
from one of Mr. Rice’s letters shows what 
they have to contend with, and why they 
have not joined before. 

“We would have joined sooner if the 
industrial complications here had not 
made it necessary for so many of our young 
men to find situations elsewhere. Our 
President and Treasurer were killed in 
that terrible train wreck.” 


Northboro, Mass.— “. . . Considering the 
great diversity in ages and the difference 
in tastes that such a condition would 
make, we are trying a new plan this year. 
Our monthly meetings are to be more so- 
cial with more games than formerly, and 
light refreshments. . . . Our study or liter- 
ary department is to be separate from 
our regular meetings. . . . Our religious 
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meetings are to be held every other Sun- 
day instead of every Sunday.” 


San Diego, Cal.—.. . We shall continue 
with the work carried on last year, and 
we want to take up some new line in ad- 
dition. The work of distributing maga- 
zines to the sailors and poor people along 
our water front has been decided upon.” 


Leominster, Mass.—“. .. We are this 
year planning to take up the ‘Cheerful 
Letter’ work, and already have about 
40 correspondents who have promised to 
help.” 


Madison, Wis.—‘‘Oct. 24, The Guild 
in conjunction with the Woman’s Alli- 
ance gave a reception to the friends of 
the church and the students of the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin. The address given 
by Dr. Eliot, Pres. of the American Uni- 
tarian Association, lent more than ordi- 
nary interest to the occasion. It is hoped 
that he may soon visit us again.” 


Washington, D.C.—“The Union held 
during the past year every Sunday night 
(including the church summer vacation) 
devotional services or meetings. The 
various members acted as leaders of the 
services and delivered addresses upon a 
large variety of interesting and timely 
subjects. The addresses were followed 
by appropriate and thoughtful remarks 
and discussions by the members or friends 
present. 

... “On the 6th of November, 1903, a 
more elaborate social event took place in 
the nature of a banquet, given in honor 
of the church, its pastor, and Board of 
Trustees, which was very much enjoyed 
by all participating. 

“Besides these devotional and _ social 
features, the Union has also engaged in 
practical services. It has contributed a 
liberal share to the work of the National 
Union of Y. P. R. U. in Boston, and gifts 
were sent by our Union for a successful 


fair called the ‘Festival of Nations,’ held 
in Boston by the National Union in Octo- 
ber. 

“At the meeting of the American Uni- 
tarian Association in May 1903, and at 
the biennial conference in Atlantic City 
in September 1903, we were represented 
by delegates. 

‘“‘On September 1, 1903 a party of chil- 
dren from South West Washington were 
given a car ride to the zoo and an enjoy- 
able picnic, under the guidance of some of 
our members” ... 


“QQ, and A.’’ 

The establishment of a “Q. and A.” 
column in our section of Word and Work 
is planned, and if it proves interesting or 
helpful to the Unions it will be carried 
on regularly. Anyone who reads these 
pages and wants to know about any of 
the societies, or about anything in any 
way connected with our work, is invited 
to write and ask questions. If we cannot 
answer ourselves, the question will be 
published in the “Q. and A.” column, and 
anyone who can give information is urged 
to do so at once. If we do know here we 
shall publish both “Q.” and “A.” unless 
the writer has asked us not to. It is hoped 
that free and unhesitating use will be 
made of this column. 


A pamphlet setting forth the aims and 
purposes of the Young People’s Religious 
Union is in the course of preparation. It 
is hoped that this pamphlet will not only 
show our outside friends just what the 
Union stands for, but will also help a 
few of the local Unions through some of 
their troubles. The questions of devo- 
tional services, how to be useful, and 
some other problems of a local Union are 
mentioned, and suggestions are made that 
may help in solving the problems. 
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Federations. 


Boston FEDERATION OF YOUNG PEOPLE’S 
ReE.ieious UNIons. 


The Semi-Annual meeting of Boston 
Federation was held November 27, at Wol- 
laston. The afternoon session opened 
with a devotional service by Rev. John 
H. Holmes of Dorchester. Address of 
welcome by Rey. Frank W. Pratt of Wol- 
laston, and Miss Almira E. Simmons, 
President of the Y. P. R. U. of Wollaston. 

The Secretary’s report of the April 
meeting was read and accepted. 

On motion it was voted to have a picnic, 
date and place to be decided later; also 
voted to have President appoint a com- 
mittee of five to make suitable arrange- 
ments for the picnic. Mr. E. Tucker 
Sayward, Mr. Howard B. Morse, Miss 
Isabelle Cummins, Miss Helen T. Preble, 
and Miss Florence B. Bartlett were ap- 
pointed. 

On motion it was voted that $75.00 be 
appropriated for the National Union to 
send a speaker through New Jersey. At 
the evening meeting it was voted that the 
President appoint a Committee of five, 
and that he himself serve ex-officio, to 
consider the way to raise this sum. The 
committee is to report at the February 
meeting. 

Lunch was served between the afternoon 
and evening sessions by the Y.P.R.U. 
of Wollaston. 

The evening session opened with a de- 
votional service by Rev. Eugene R. 
Shippen of Dorchester, and a solo by 
Mr. M. 8. Jordan. Mr. William G. Har- 
rington, President of the Boston Federa- 
tion, made an address. The following re- 
port from the Unions was then given: 11 
Unions represented; 127 delegates present. 

The address of the evening, ‘ Russian 
Unitarians in the Trans-Caucasian Region; 
how I found them, and their present 
modes of worship,” was given by Rev. 
Thomas Van Ness. 


Rev. William T. Brown pronounced the 
benediction. 
Mary G. Srong, Secretary. 


Essex FEDERATION. 


The annual meeting of the Essex County 
Federation of Young People’s Religious 
Societies was held at the Unitarian Chapel 
on the evening of December eighth. The 
attendance was rather small, some of the 
churches in the federation not being rep- 
resented. The visiting delegates were en- 
tertained by the local union previous to 
the meeting. Rev. Peter H. Goldsmith,. 
D.D., of Salem, president of the federa- 
tion, presided, and after the reports from 
the various societies were heard, Rev. 
H. S. Mitchell, pastor of the Peabody 
church, extended a cordial welcome to: 
the visitors. 

Officers for the ensuing year were chosen, 
and fine singing was rendered by the 
quartette of the First Church, Salem, as- 
sisted by Mrs. 8. L. Ferguson of Peabody. 

The speaker of the evening was Rev. 
Charles W. Wendte, of the Parker Memo- 
rial, Boston, and his topic was ‘Theodore 
Parker and his Contemporaries.” Mr. 
Wendte gave a most interesting sketch of 
the life of Parker and his influence upon 
the times in which he lived, and upon all 
religious thought since then, together with 
charming personal reminiscences of Bron- 
son Alcott and Starr King. 


A mimeograph has just been added to 
the furniture in the national office. We 
desire to say that this machine is for the 
use of the Union at large as well as the 
National Officers. Unions near Boston are 
invited to come in and use it, and distant 
societies are invited to send copy in and 
have it mimeographed for them. In every 
case the exact cost of materials and time 
used will have to be charged, but this will 
be a small expense compared to printers’ 
bills. We hope to help many Unions in 
this way. 
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A New Entertainment. 


[From ‘‘Onward.’’] 
Wuo’s Wuo? 

Here is a suggestion for an evening of 
fun, which has been very successfully ap- 
plied in a number of places, and which 
some of our Y. P. C. U’s may like to try. 
Have four husbands and wives and two 
children of each couple seated promiscu- 
ously upon the platform. All bear large 
numbers, the husbands bring 1, 2, 3, 4, 
the others mixed up in every way. Six 
judges, who must be entire strangers to 
the families, are seated in the audience. 
Each judge, without consultation with the 
others is to sort the families out correctly, 
alloting to each husband his wife and chil- 
dren. This may be determined first, of 
course, by personal resemblances, but in 
addition any judge may ask any two 
people to walk across the platform to- 
gether, or ask them to count six. While 
the judges are forming their opinions, the 
person in charge of the entertainment 
should carefully explain the scheme to 
the audience. All will be interested to 
see how the judges apply their tests, but 
the greatest fun will be experienced when 
each judge makes his report, calling upon 
each group to rise as he reads the numbers 
he thinks belong together. Some very 
curious and interesting combinations will 
be shown. 

If a judge correctly matches husband 
and wife he makes 5 counts, if he selects 
one child he makes 3 counts, if he is cor- 
rect with both children he adds one count. 
If he thus correctly sorts out any family 
he makes a total of 9 counts. 


In one place where this was tried, two 
of the judges failed to be correct in a 
single particular; one picked out just one 
child, another picked out all four wives 
correctly, but had only one child right. 


A list of Secretaries of local Unions is 
in preparation, and will shortly be dis- 
tributed to Secretaries and Correspond- 


ents, and to all other officers and members — 
I hope that all the” 


who care for it. 
Unions will take advantage of this list 
to exchange programs and letters, and 
thereby become even better friends than 
they are now. 

Emity B. OsBorn. 


Several members of Unions in the vi- 
cinity of Boston have come in to the office 
and helped the Secretary through part 
of the rush season. A great deal of nec- 
essary work has been done by these vol- 
untary helpers, and we are grateful for 
the real assistance that has been given. 


Word and Work. 

The attention of Unions and friends 
of Unions is called to the fact that Word 
and Work is sent free to anyone who cares 
to read it. If all people who receive a 
copy but do not want it, and all those 
who do not receive one but do want it 
will notify me, I will make the proper 
changes in the mailing list. 


Emiry B. Osporn. 
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The President of the Association at- 
tended an installation service last week 
which was both interesting and signifi- 
cant. There were seven ministers gathered 
to take part in this service. The sermon, 
prayer, and right hand of fellowship were 
committed to Unitarians; the charge to 
the minister and the welcome to the city 
were spoken by Congregationalists; the 
other parts in the service were discharged 
by a Methodist and a Universalist. Here, 
then, were three Unitarians, two Congre- 
gationalists, a Methodist, and a Univer- 
salist engaged in installing a former Bap- 
tist minister in a Unitarian church, origin- 
ally founded by a Baptist minister. 
Further, the Congregationalist who gave 
the charge to the minister had himself 
formerly been a Baptist. Such services 
seem to justify the conviction that the 
sectarian fences are steadily being broken 
down. The growth of the fraternal spirit 
expedites the disappearance of unworthy 
competition and leaves only healthy ri- 
valries in extending the kingdom of God. 


All the Protestant denominations in 
this country are facing the problem in- 
volved in the supply and distribution of 
ministers. The Congregationalists have 
been getting answers to certain questions 
relating to this problem which are il- 
luminating. To the question how many 


ministers could at once be provided with 
work, New York and New England an- 
swered that there were ten times as many 
ministers applying for churches as there 
were pulpits to fill, while in the rest of the 
country it was declared to be very diffi- 
cult to secure any fit ministers at all. 
One section reported that a hundred and 
sixty-one men “of the right sort” could 
be placed at once. The men wanted are 
described as ‘“‘trained men of leadership 
and tact, large enough and humble enough 
for little fields.” Precisely the same con- 
dition on a smaller scale confronts the 
Unitarian fellowship. It is almost im- 
possible for the churches in the remoter 
parts of the country where the salaries 
are small to find fit ministers, whereas 
in New England there are fifty or more 
ministers applying for every vacant city 
pulpit. 


The Secretary of the Committee on 
Supply of Pulpits appointed by the Min- 
isterial Union is often asked if he has 
mileage books which may be borrowed by 
candidates or supplies who go long dis- 
tances to preach in vacant churches. It 
often happens that travelling expenses 
amounting to more than six dollars must 
be paid out of a fee of ten dollars or less. 
In many such cases a saving of quite a 
sum could be made by the use of a mile- 
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age book. To provide mileage books to be 
loaned to candidates it will be necessary to 
secure the sum of one hundred dollars. 
These books would be loaned to minis- 
ters who would return the cost of the mile- 
age together with a slight fee which would 
eventually increase the number of books 
in circulation. 

The Secretary of the Committee Rev. 
Alfred Manchester, Salem, will gladly as- 
sume the care of the books and will grate- 
fully acknowledge any sums that may be 
sent to him for their purchase. 


The Committee on Comity and Fellow- 
ship of the Board of Directors of the Asso- 
ciation has undertaken this winter an in- 
teresting and significant project. The 
Committee has commissioned the Rev. 
Otto von Zech, who has recently been re- 
ceived into Unitarian fellowship, to serve 
as the representative of the Association in 
visiting liberal German churches and com- 
munities in the Middle West. Mr. von 
Zech has been for some years the editor 
of a liberal German paper by means of 
which he has a wide acquaintance among 
German Americans who are inclined to 
liberalism in religion. He has started 
upon a three months’ journey beginning 
at Meadville, going thence to Cincinnati to 
confer with a number of the ministers of 
the German Evangelical church and then 
going on as far as Minnesota. It is hoped 
that his mission will result in bringing our 
Free Churches into closer sympathy and 
co-operation with a number of independent 
German congregations and individuals. 


Up to January 20th, sixty-three soci- 
eties have sent in their annual contribu- 
tions to the Association, some of them a 
good deal in advance of their previous 
contributions. This is very favorable to 
the work of the Association. We are 
hoping that gradually all the societies 
will catch the idea that it is very much 
better for the Association to have its in- 
come in hand during the first half of its 


fiscal year rather than to have to wait 
for it till the last month of the fiscal year. 
A church treasurer who recently brought 
in the contribution of his society said that 
for the first time he had understood that 
we liked to receive the contribution early. 
He thought that if the ministers of all our 
churches would make the matter clear to 
their people there would be little difficulty 
in getting most or all of the churches to 
make their contributions two or three 
months earlier each succeeding year until 
they finally get into the habit of giving in 
the early Fall or in June rather than at the 
end of the Association year. Our minis- 
ters and officers of churches are urged to 
take up the matter of the contribution to 
the Association speedily and vigorously. 
The more the Association receives the 
more work it can do. This states in a 
nut-shell the principle of our appeal. In 
every line of our endeavor our efforts 
might be multiplied could we back up our 
efforts by sufficient resources. We ought 
to have and might have more circuit min- 
isters, more field agents, more newly or- 
ganized societies, more preaching stations 
to prepare the way for permanent societies, 
more missionary work for the settled min- 
isters to do. All of these things we can 
inaugurate in larger measure at any mo- 
ment as soon as the contributions from 
the churches justify it. 


The Secretary of the Association re- 
cently gave to the Unitarian Club of 
Boston an address entitled “The Planting 
of Free Churches,” illustrated by stere- 
opticon views, showing many of the beau- 
tiful churches recently erected by the 
older societies and also the edifices erected 
by new churches throughout the United 
States. Many of these views are from 
photographs taken by the Secretary during 
his missionary journeys and so are of a 
nature peculiar to this lecture. Mr. St. 
John was urged by the members of the 
Unitarian Club to repeat the address in 
as many places as possible. He is there- 
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fore glad to make arrangements to give it 
before any Unitarian Club, or any Uni- 
tarian society, that may desire to hear it. 
This method of. telling the story of the 
work of the Association appears to set it 
forth with a vividness that is lacking to 
an ordinary statement of the needs of 
our work. 

Attention is also called to the fact that 
the Unitarian Association owns a large 
series of slides showing the leading Uni- 
tarian churches of the country and many 
of the more conspicuous ministers and 
other leaders. These slides can be bor- 
rowed by any church desiring to use them, 
together with a written lecture on the 
“History of Unitarianism” which can be 
read while the slides are exhibited, or 
which would be helpful to any minister 
in preparing his own lecture for the same 
slides. 


On April 21st of this year it will be our 
privilege to celebrate the one hundredth 
anniversary of the birth of James 
Martineau. The President of the As- 
sociation wishes to suggest to the min- 
isters and churches of our fellowship that 
they take this occasion for some demon- 
stration of reverence and gratitude. 
Ought not the debt that we owe to Dr. 
Martineau as a leader of religious thought 
and as a teacher and inspirer of the better 
life to find fit utterance in a fresh study of 
his life and writings and in memorial ser- 
mons and addresses? Why should not 
our study clubs and Alliances arrange 
programs for the study of Martineau’s 
writings and our ministers prepare to 
preach upon his teaching and influence? 
The British and Foreign Unitarian As- 
sociation will have ready at that time 
the new life of Martineau written by 
Professor J. Estlin Carpenter and our 
Association proposes to publish a volume 
entitled ‘Tides of the Spirit” which will 
contain selections from Martineau’s 
‘writings made by Rev. Albert Lazenby. 
Manchester College at Oxford has in its 


library the wonderful statue of Dr. 
Martineau as well as the Watts portrait. 
A memorial was unveiled last year in Lit- 
tle Portland Street Chapel in London. In 
Liverpool, Hope Street church itself is 
the abiding witness of the power of his 
ministry. A movement has now been 
started to provide a permanent mem- 
orial at Norwich where Dr. Martineau 
was born. Dr. Martineau was brought 
up in the old Octagon Chapel, as the Uni- 
tarian Church in Norwich is ca led, under 
the ministry of the Rev. Thomas Madge, 
and all through his li’e he cherished warm 
affection for the old chapel and set high 
store upon the educational and benefi- 
cent work that centered there. A plan 
has been prepared for equipping the church 
with new buildings as a Martineau Cen- 
tenary Memorial and the appeal is issued 
to all the admirers of Dr. Martineau in 
England and America to subscribe to 
this memorial. The officers of the Asso- 
ciation will be glad to forward to the 
treasurer at Norwich any contributions 
which American Unitarians wish to make 
for this purpose. 


The National Alliance of Unitarian 
Women and the American Unitarian As- 
sociation have taken joint action in ap- 
pointing Rev. William §. Key as a Field 
Agent. The plan is that in case of accept- 
ance of the office Mr. Key shall work in 
the South for the six cold months of the 
year, and in the North for the remaining 
six months. It has been found difficult 
to find ministers for the country work 
in the South. Moreover, the expense of 
transplanting a northern minister with 
his family to a southern country field has 
prevented the Alliance from undertaking 
thus to strengthen its work in North Caro- 
lina and in Florida. Yet it has been gen- 
erally recognized by the directors of the 
Southern work as well as by the circuit 
ministers and people of the South itself, 
that the help of ministers who are person- 
ally familiar with the general life of the 
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denomination is very much needed in the 
South. This work has been greatly 
strengthened by the work of Mr. Key in 
North Carolina during the last two months. 
Early in November he was sent South as a 
special envoy of the Alliance, and since 
that date he has been actively engaged in 
visiting the various preaching stations 
which have been developed by Rev. J. G. 
Dukes and Rev. W. E. Cowan in two dis- 
tricts sixty miles apart, the one around 
Burgaw in the central part of the state 
and the other around Swansboro on the 
coast. Mr. Key’s preaching and his con- 
ference with individuals have done much 
to reinforce the work of the resident min- 
isters, and in addition to this he has in 
one or two important places already in- 
augurated new movements. During the 
summer period Mr. Key will work in a 
country district in the north in further- 
ance of the circuit work. Thus the work 
will be taken in each section of the coun- 
try at the most favorable time of the 
year. 


The trustees of the Meadville Theo- 
logical School hold the Brooks Fund under 
terms of trust of a very general character. 
For many years the income of the fund, 
which provides each year one thousand 
dollars, has been devoted to the distri- 
bution of Unitarian books among minis- 
ters of all denominations. The terms of 
the will, however, permit of other uses of 
the income, and the present Board of 
Trustees has assented to President South- 
worth’s argument that more good can be 
accomplished at present by using this 
fund for the support of churches and field 
work than by the continued distribution of 
books. Public libraries are more numer- 
ous than formerly. The income of the 
Brooks Fund will this year be paid to the 
Association to be by it used in the support 
of the growing new society at Lancaster, 
Pa., or for some similar society where the 
pulpit is occupied by a graduate of the 
Meadville Theological School. It is under- 


stood that the trustees of the Theological 
School in assigning the income of this 
Brooks Fund will confer with the directors 
of the Association and always specify some 
object of assistance which has the previous 
approval of the directors. On this plan 
the income of the Brooks Fund provides 
a distinct addition to the resources of the 
Association and enables the Association to 
pay the salary of a field agent who will 
work in the vicinity of the School. Rev. 
Leon A. Harvey has accepted the appoint- 
ment as Field Agent of the Association to 
work in the Meadville district, resigning 
therefor his very successful pastorate at 
Erie, Pa. He will have charge of cer- 
tain existing preaching stations in Western 
Pennsylvania and New York and Eastern 
Ohio. He will proceed to develop new 
preaching stations, having in fact already 
begun operations in Newcastle, Pa. He 
will organize and direct the missionary 
preaching services of the Faculty and stu- 
dents of the Theological School. He will 
also hold the office of Secretary of the new 
Meadville Conference. 


The church and ministerial news of the 
past month includes both good and evil 
happenings. The loss of the fine old 
meeting-house at Barnstable, Mass., by 
fire is a serious one. The insurance does 
not exceed $2500 so that it will be a 
matter of considerable exertion on the 
part of the society to replace the church 
building. The Barnstable church was a 
landmark seen and known from far and 
wide and it is greatly to be hoped that it 
can be restored. 

The beautiful new church at North- 
ampton, Mass., is to be dedicated on Feb- 
ruary 12. As a visitor said “It is a build- 
ing that one looks forward to catching 
sight of as he walks down the street.’ 
The contract is let for the splendid church 
in Buffalo, the congregation meanwhile 
worshipping in the Universalist Church. 
The fine parsonage at Milwaukee which 
cost $20,000 is completed. The small 
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churches at Hamilton Ont., Fort Fairfield, 
Me., and Derby, Conn. are rising and the 
admirable church at Braintree is receiving 
the inside finish. The new church of the 
Disciples in Boston will be ready for occu- 
pancy in the summer. Plans have been 
accepted for the churches at St. Paul 
and West Newton and are preparing for 
the church in Montreal. 

Of ministerial happenings the follow- 
ing may be noted :— 

Rev. Bradley Gilman late of Spring- 
field, Mass., has accepted a call to Canton, 
Mass.; Rev. Samuel C. Beane, Jr., late of 
Rutherford, N.J., has accepted a call to 
North Andover, Mass.; Rey. O. J. Nelson 
has been installed minister of the church 
in Hood River, Ore.; Rev. George S. San- 
ders, late of the Baptist fellowship, has 
been installed minister of the church in 
Waterville, Maine. Mr. Sanders is a 
graduate of Colby University at Water- 
ville. Rev. William M. Brundage has 
resigned at Albany, to accept a call to 
the Third Unitarian Church of Brooklyn. 
Rev. Thomas Robjent of Lawrence, Mass., 
has received a call to Albany. Rev. 
John Cuckson of Plymouth has declined 
a call to Springfield. 

The many friends of Rev. E. 8. Hodgin 
of Helena, Mont., will be grieved to hear 
of the death of Mrs. Hodgin in that city. 
Mrs. Hodgin was a most earnest and help- 
ful leader in all the affairs of the society 
and was much beloved. 


The Bishop of Ripon recently delivered 
an address which touches the roots of the 
religious thought and life of our genera- 
tion and which is just as pointed for Uni- 
tarians as for Anglicans. He urged that 
the cause of Christ should not be hindered 
by needless division; that opportunities 
of agreement should be looked for, rather 
than reason for dissension; that the spirits 
of all should go forth into a large and 
kindly charity. The slackening of the 
ancient spirit of dutifulness and of the 
fear of God; the frank preference of pleas- 


ure to right; the cessation of the altru- 
istic spirit which once was a necessary 
accompaniment of Christian profession; 
the intellectual difficulties, the moral 
difficulties, the spiritual needs of our own 
time—all called for union, co-operation, 
confederation in every effort for good, a 
recognition of every man, whatever uni- 
form he wears, who is fighting in the cause 
of righteousness against the powers of 
selfishness and sin. 

If the churches that are alive to the 
dangers of modern thought cannot give 
men positive truths instead of elusive 
theories, the mentally alert will drift into 
Agnosticism, and the mentally weary or 
indolent will accept the authority which 
is aggressively self-confident, and the 
soporific of (either explicit or implicit) 
Infallibalism. Two requirements of our 
theology emerge from these considerations. 
Theology must be intelligent enough 
and courageous enough to adapt herself 
to inevitable changes in men’s modes of 
thought. But, in adapting herself, she 
must yet show that she has real spiritual 
sustenance to offer; she must satisfy 
man’s intelligence while giving to him 
the bread that strengthens his heart. 

Can we do this? Can we keep our 
minds clear and at the same time our 
hearts warm? Can we maintain our in- 
tellectual honesty, our frankness of in- 
quiry, our readiness to accept truth; and 
at the same time possess the glow of en- 
thusiasm? In looking for light, can we 
preserve heat? Can we be critical enough 
to follow the advancing thoughts of men, 
without losing the fire of apostolic zeal? 
Our duty is to be guides. If we refuse 
knowledge and truth we shall be blind 
guides; if we fall into the indifference 
which springs of perplexity we shall cease 
to be guides at all. Let us be guides who 
with open eyes descry the paths and take 
the fainting climber by the hand and 
say, ‘Courage, let us go onward, for the 
road which leads to the table lands of God 
is open yet.” 
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The object of the Alliance is, primarily, to quicken the religious life of our Unitarian churches, and 
to bring the women of the denomination into closer acquaintance, co-operation, and fellowship. 


The Use of Word and Work. 

It is much to be wished that every 
member of the Alliance could receive a 
copy of this Monthly Bulletin, but the 
cost putting this out of the question, the 
majority must rely upon the officers for 
a knowledge of its contents. It is by no 
means necessary that the whole of every 
number should be read at Alliance meet- 
ings, but the important items of informa- 
tion should be gathered by the president 
or some one appointed for the purpose and 
brought to the consideration of the mem- 
bers. For example, in the December 
number, the condensed outline of the work 
of the American Unitarian Association, 
and the denominational work for which 
the Association is not responsible, should 
be understood by every Alliance member. 

What can be of greater interest than 
the work of the woman minister in Mas- 
sachusetts as related in the same number, 
or the story of what has been accomplished 
by Mr. Brown as Field Agent of the Asso- 
ciation? These matters involve questions 
of vital importance and it is to be regretted 
that so few Alliance members hear of them. 

Each Director of the National Alliance 
is expected to “inform herself so care- 
fully about the work, aims and methods 
of the departments of Alliance work, 
that she may be able to state clearly to 
her branches the special relation of each 
to the general work of the Alliance.” In 
some sections the director is so fortunate 
as to be able to call together the officers 
of her branches at stated times for con- 
ference and consultation. Written re- 
ports may keep her informed of the work 


done by each branch, but these meetings 
are far more useful as means of instruction, 
information and discussion. Here is an 
opportunity for the director to point out 
the interesting features in Word and 
Work, perhaps with a word of explana- 
tion which she has gained from the meet- 
ings of the executive board. Such as 
How is it that of the eight branches in 
Michigan as reported in January, six 
are without ministers? How can the 
other branches help those six branches 
to keep their churches alive, and how can 
real fellowship be shown? Why have 
we had no Unitarian church in Indiana 
until now? Why has it been so difficult 
to establish Unitarian churches in south- 
ern cities, while in the southern circuits 
of the Alliance, people come from ten to 
twenty miles to hear Unitarian preaching? 

Dr. Eliot says in the last Word and 
Work “People do not want appeals as 
much as they want information. The 
facts make their own appeal.” Here 
again is the opportunity of the director, 
to present the various appeals intelli- 
gently at her meetings, that each officer 
may return to her branch with a clearer 
apprehension of what is wished by the 
executive board. 

We have many times insisted on the 
value of reports but a meeting which 
consists of nothing but reports must be 
barren of real fruit. Happily each direc- 
tor, while asking for reports, is expected 
to help the branches to develop a deeper 
interest in religious and denominational 
work, and every branch will gladly welcome 
the visit of a director if she has something 
to tell as well as something to learn. 


National 


~ The meeting of the Executive Board 
on’ Jan. 13th 1905 was unusually inter- 
esting because members were present 
from Rhode Island, New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania and Ohio as well 
as from Massachusetts. The attendance 
of members from a distance is most de- 
sirable and is made easy by a Directors’ 
Fund which has been often suggested. 

& Mrs. Peterson having returned from 
her long and carefully planned trip, the 
Committee on Southern work gave an 
exhaustive report of the conditions in 
both missionary circuits under the care 
of the Alliance. Rev. W. S. Key is at 
present stationed at Burgaw, and with 
Rev. Mr. Cowan will take care of Shelter 
Neck, White Oak, Swansboro and the 
scattering points in the North Carolina 
circuit. Rev. Mr. Gibson, who lost his 
wife some months ago, has been obliged 
to break up his home in Edwards and will 
probably travel about more than ever 
before, while Rev. Mr. Gillilan will min- 
ister to the chapels at Bristol, Florida 
and Faceville, Georgia. Everything seems 
favorable for continuous good work and 
if present arrangements can be in some 
degree permanent much progress may 
be expected. The attention of the 
branches is again called to the circular 
issued last year in which an appeal 
was made “to every branch to help in 
some measure to spread the gospel of 
Unitarianism in the south land.” 

Mrs. Peterson spoke with satisfaction 
of the societies at Richmond and High- 
land Springs, Va. The greatest need just 
now is the assurance of a church build- 
ing at Richmond, which would give ‘the 
movement a strong impetus towards per- 
manence. The $500 asked for in the 
appeal presented to the Alliance branches 
has been promptly contributed and ac- 
knowledged with great appreciation by 
the minister in The Christian Register. 

The clerk reported the increasing use- 
fulness of the Lending Library. The 
paper or programme known as “The 40 
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questions” appears to have been helpful 
wherever used, and copies will be sent to 
any branch wishing to have it. 

The suggestion was received from 
Franklin Falls, N.H. that a Lending 
Library of Music be established at head- 
quarters. The writer says ‘Our choir 
buys much music especially at Christ- 
mas and Easter which cannot be used 
by us again for several years at least, 
and other churches must have the same 
experience.” She proposes “that this 
music as soon as used be sent to head- 
quarters and lent like books and papers. 
By this co-operation country churches 
might be enabled to enrich and vary 
their musical services without the expense 
which it now entails upon them.” It 
was voted by the Board that such a plan 
be approved and recommended to the 
branches. 

The president appointed as the com- 
mittee in charge of the Annual Meeting, 
Miss Sarah B. Williams, Mrs. Warren L. 
Goss, Mrs. Abbie B. Foote, Mrs. Frederic 
H. Tappan and Mrs. Frances M. Gibbs. 


Reports were received from Middle 
States, Canada and the South. The di- 
rector for Canada mentioned first the four 
brave, earnest women who organized 
the new branch in Winnipeg. A second 
meeting has now been held, and the Sec. 
writes—‘I honestly believe our meet- 
ings have helped the church already, for 
now we meet as one family and have an 
interest in common, whereas before there 
was a certain feeling of restraint.” The 
Hamilton branch is helping the building 
fund of the new church which it hopes to 
see completed in April. Ottawa has in- 
creased membership and larger attend- 
ance. Toronto is active in P. O. Mission 
and the Montreal branch has pledged 
$1,000 towards the erection of a new 
church. All these branches do much 
philanthropic work and each has con- 
tributed generously to the missionary 
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work of Rev. Mr. Gilpin at London. At 
far away St. John the branch meets reg- 
ularly twice each month. The former 
president having moved to Vancouver, 
Mrs. A. M. Walker wife of the new 
minister now holds the office, and “new 
interest in the Unitarian faith” is re- 
ported. 


The three branches in New York City 
are most actively interested, with good 
attendance and increasing membership, 
All Souls’ adding twenty this year. Rev. 
Mr. Slicer is reading and commenting on 
Emerson’s early poems and the Browning 
class has been resumed. The branch at 
the Church of the Messiah has an hour 
with Dr. Savage and a luncheon for the 
social element. This branch has a com- 
mittee to place the pulpit notices and 
calendar in all the larger hotels so that 
strangers need have no difficulty in finding 
a Unitarian church with a warm welcome. 
The travelling libraries sent out for min- 
isters now number five and a most suc- 
cessful P. O. Mission is carried on. Lenox 
Ave. branch has a membership of 145 
and is noted for the fine literary character 
of its meetings which attracts outsiders 
as well as members. A good P. O. Mis- 
sion, much philanthropic work and a 
course of lectures by Prof. Griggs are 
reported. 

The three branches in Brooklyn sent 
equally good reports of well-attended 
meetings, interesting programmes and 
work done. At the Samaritan Alliance 
a fine religious news report is given at 
each meeting. The work at Willow 
Place Chapel and that of the Benevolent 
committee is most faithful. The branch 
at the Second Church will no doubt con- 
tinue the work as in the past, but the 
great sorrow that has come to them in the 
death of Mr. Chadwick will be deeply 
felt. “His interest in all Alliance work, 
and his great appreciation of the benefit 
it has been to his own church, is well 
known. His presence too will be sadly 
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missed for at luncheon the guest of the 
day had the great pleasure of a seat be- 
side him and the rare privilege of listening 
to his bright and interesting remarks.” 

At Unity Church, the committees are 
all at the usual work. The director says 
“The coming of the new minister Dr. 
Brundage will make all the workers feel 
that they must do their best to help him, 
and bring back the spirit of Unity for 
which this church has been noted.” The 
Flatbush branch though small is active 
socially and has generously contributed 
to sales and fairs. Flushing and New 
Brighton have regular meetings with 
good programmes, the latter branch 
having been busy in decorating and reno- 
vating the church. Yonkers branch is 
enjoying very much a new church parlor 
and is enthusiastic over the present 
minister, looking forward to a most 
successful year. The branch at New- 
burgh has been much helped and encour- 
aged by a visit from the Vice-president, 
and from a successful sale has been able 
to give the church trustees one hundred 
dollars. 

The director for eastern New York 
reported for four branches all helping 
maintain the work of the church, especially 
along social lines. In Troy the Study 
Club is reading French history, Albany 
and Schenectady have excellent pro- 
grammes and report good attendance 
with some P. O. Mission and Cheerful 
Letter work of great interest and _phil- 
anthropic work not forgotten. Barne- 
veld is anticipating a visit from the di- 
rector. 

Reports came from seven branches in 
western New York all speaking of hope- 
ful prospects. Buffalo says “Our new 
church will probably exhaust much of our 
power, but the members of the Alliance 
hope to reach out to others, and thereby 
broaden their interest in the spread- 
ing of our faith.” 

At the Parkside branch, Buffalo, purely 
social meetings are a new feature. “Our 
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organization has always met for work and 
we wanted this year to try a little play.” 
Three meetings for study have also been 
held and a course of lectures each followed 
by tea have successfully taken the place 
of a Fair. The branch at Gouverneur 
with a membership of fifteen has been 
working to pay a note of $110 held against 
the church and the last payment of $35 
on the piano. A plan for a course of 
reading is proposed and “a spirit of en- 
thusiastic co-operation. prevails.” Ithaca 
has pleasant social meetings at the homes 
and accomplishes much in philanthropic 
ways. Otherwise the energies of the mem- 
bers are concentrated on the church debt 
and the final payment to the Loan Fund 
which will be made in the spring. The 
Liberal Christian Guild of Jamestown has 
a membership of seventy working chiefly 
for financial results, with a committee to 
visit the sick and attend to the charities. 
The Rochester branch has a valuable cal- 
endar of all meetings connected with the 
church and also announces a series of 
papers on “Prophets, Old and New” 
which makes one long to be present 
and listen. The branch announces “Our 
Women’s Society is not complete for 
either pleasure or service until all of 
our women are in it. Its function is to 
make the Church a Home, to widen and 
deepen our sense of togetherness, to wel- 
come the new-comer, to talk over church- 
problems, to carry on the church-house- 
keeping, and to join hands in order to 
help as a Church in the city’s housekeeping. 
It is not complete until all our women are 
in it.” 

At Syracuse another branch is a model 
good to follow in many ways, various 
committees attending to the different ac- 
tivities undertaken by a church, and each 
responsible for its own department. The 
P. O. Mission publishes Dr. Calthrop’s ser- 
mons. 


The Director for New Jersey was wel- 
comed and spoke first of the Associate 


Alliance formed by the New Jersey * 
branches for promoting greater fellowship 
and interest in Unitarian Christianity in 
the state. Reports of the branches show 
increasing numbers and prosperity. Eliza- 
beth reports that having no church build- 
ing, their work has all been done for city 
charities, and that this has gained for 
them considerable recognition for both the 
Alliance and the church. They answer 
all appeals from other branches. Hacken- 
sack has full attendance at meetings and 
held a successful Bazar. Has a good Be- 
nevolent committee. Orange reports a 
very prosperous financial year, and in ad- 
dition to regular work, the Friendly 
Society has done sewing for the Hospital 
of Orange, and much other charitable 
work. Under the leadership of the min- 
ister the Study Class is studying the “Life 
and Letters of Paul” in a careful and 
painstaking way, and the Cheerful Letter 
committee is doing a remarkably good 
work. The Montclair branch is enjoying 
a new church and has undertaken to fur- 
nish the parlor. A lecture on Parsifal 
with stereopticon and music was lately 
given by Rev. Henry Rose of Newark af- 
fording much enjoyment and financial suc- 
cess. Passaic reports that at the very be- 
ginning of the year, the president and treas- 
urer of the Branch removed from the city. 
Their places have now been well filled and 
the branch is doing good work. The an- 
nual fair netted one hundred dollars. All 
appeals are granted. The all absorbing 
subject of interest to the Plainfield branch 
during the autumn has been the prepa- 
ration for the usual sale, which was held 
December 8 and 9, and netted $350. 
Rutherford reports very prosperous and 
gratifying conditions. Meetings well at- 
tended and full of interest. The branch 
contributes largely towards church ex- 
penses and this year has assisted in mak- 
ing costly repairs to the church. 

(The following report is so inspiring 
and will prove so helpful in many places 
that it is printed in full, with the ex- 
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pectation that it will be read in every 
branch.) 

“The Alliance branch of Ridgewood, New 
Jersey, after passing through the most 
trying year of its existence, began its an- 
nual work the last of April. The removal 
of church members and the unusually 
heavy storms of the winter which made 
impossible the attendance of those living 
at a distance, finally reduced the number 
present at both Church and Alliance 
meetings to two. They were regularly 
held, however, and in the early spring it 
was decided to change from an afternoon 
Church service to one in the morning, thus 
gaining a larger and surer attendance. 

Mr. Badger sent supplies for the pulpit, 
and on May Ist became the acting pastor. 
The Alliance felt the inspiration of his en- 
thusiasm, and with one new member, held 
a Sale which brought in $66. with no help 
from outsiders. 

Meetings closed July 1st and were re- 
sumed Sept. Ist. By steady hard work 
$140 was raised for the payment on Church 
loan, due Oct. Ist leaving an almost 
empty treasury. In Oct. material for a 
Rummage Sale was offered and a place to 
hold it, and $44. were cleared in a day and 
evening. On Nov. 22nd a supper, the 
first ever given by the Alliance, and a small 
sale, were held. Tables were set in the 
Auditorium, and for the first time in the 
history of the Church, all denominations 
in the town were represented in the at- 
tendance. As one guest remarked ‘“ People 
seem to have waked up to the fact that 
the Unitarians have always worked hard 
for everybody else, and it is time every- 
body helped them!” 

The proceeds of this Supper $96 com- 
pleted the amount necessary for the Loan 
payment due neat Oct., instead of taking 
a whole year as before. 

With this encouragement a series of 
readings and talks have been planned, to 
be given in the church parlor on alternate 
Monday afternoons with the business 
meetings. The first talk, on Dec. 5th on 
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Yosemite Valley and the big trees, was 
given by Miss Hawes. The first reading 
on Dec. 19th an original paper on Buddha 
by Mrs. Knothe. Both were well attended 
by “outsiders,” and will be followed by 
other papers original and selected. After 
nine years of steady work, the Alliance 
has made a place for itself in the com- 
munity, and we are beginning to feel prac- 
tical benefit from our labors. Let no 
branch, however small, be discouraged! 
The Alliance has now eleven members, and 
having no P. O. Mission, responds to all 
requests for donations to Sales from other 
branches.” 


The director for Pennsylvania was happy 
in presenting good reports from all her 
branches. Erie, while saddened by the 
resignation of the minister, carries on its 
work and continues readings from Mrs. 
Gilman’s ‘‘ Home, its work and influence” 
and George Eliot’s Scenes from Clerical 
Life, meeting twice each month. The 
branch at Lancaster has for its chief object 
to help the church financially. Two 
meetings each month are held one for 
business, the other social and literary. 
This is a comparatively new church and 
shares its minister with Harrisburg, 
where the society is also small and only 
slowly gaining foothold in the community. 
Here also the branch is relied upon to help 
support the movement and pay the church 
expenses, and there is little desire as yet 
for literary study or work. Friendly let- 
ters would be helpful to both these 
branches. The older branch in Meadville 
has been improving the Parish House 
and is preparing for an annual social 
event in February. Six new members 
have been received and a large and in- 
teresting P. O. Mission is carried on. 

The Philadelphia Alliance moves 
smoothly and steadily forward, “fervent 
in spirit, not slothful in business, serving 
the Lord.” It has 4 travelling libraries, of 
which two are for ministers, all containing 
the latest and best books. ‘The modest 
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and unpretentious Bookroom, hidden away 
in this great city of great Ecclesiastical 
Publication Societies, is entirely supported 
by contributions from loyal members, and 
shows most encouraging growth of visit- 
ing-list and sales of books.” 

The Post Office Mission is constantly 
gathering new correspondents into its 
helpful inspiration and personal sympathy. 
The Cheerful Letter is also doing good 
work where it is greatly needed. The 
meetings are held in regular order in the 
five churches which constitute this branch, 
and with a membership of 159 the attend- 
ance is always large, and the exchange of 
hospitality pleasant and profitable. The 
Spring Garden Alliance holds monthly 
meetings with a literary programme. The 
Samuel Longfellow Guild carries on an 
extensive philanthropic work in the great 
manufacturing centre of Germantown 
with regular meetings devoted to Alliance 
matters. The branch at Wilmington, 
Del. reports successful social affairs: and 
annual renovation of the church. Pitts- 
burgh has increased membership and much 
excellent work doing. 

The Baltimore branch gives details of 
the Middle States Conference and the 
Alliance session “which made us realize 
anew that we are an integral part of 
the whole, and that the little helps from 
each branch is most desired in making 
up the sum total.” A full report from 
Washington shows response to all sug- 
gestions, answers to appeals, interest- 
ing programmes with talks and papers 
and an active P. O. Mission meeting 
weekly. 

The Middle States vice-president in 
summarizing the reports for her section 
mentions with satisfaction the generous 
contributions of the New York League to 
Flatbush and Helena and says ‘In con- 
clusion, I am happy to state, that branches 
in the Middle States show splendid growth 
in numbers, interest and usefulness and 
that there seems to be a general desire to 
become better acquainted with the Na- 
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tional work, and a more decided inclina- 
tion to emphasize our “togetherness.” 


The vice-president for the South em- 
phasizes the advantages of attendance on 
the Conference and quotes the words of 
the Atlanta delegation “hoping that the 
resolution of the Conference urging more 
delegates to attend the Conferences in 
future may be carried out, feeling sure 
that they would be repaid for the extra 
effort made to attend and would return 
as we (the Atlanta delegates) have, with 
fresh courage and zeal for the cause.” 
These gatherings of our people in the South 
tend to make the struggle in their work 
lighter and benefit greatly all who can 
participate in them. The courage shown 
in all the reports from the south is most 
gratifying especially when one realizes 
fully the hardships of the southern work. 

The branch at Louisville, Ky. is work- 
ing diligently and harmoniously and has 
never been in a more satisfactory condition. 
Three meetings are held each month, one 
an all day meeting, and social and _ phil- 
anthropic duties cared for. Southern 
circuit work, the movement at Richmond 
and other missionary causes have received 
gifts and $300 has been given to the church. 

Under the inspiring and devoted minis- 
trations of its new pastor and his wife, 
the Richmond Va. branch feels that it has 
been given a new impetus in its work that 
is most refreshing, and now is assured 
that it will in reality have a church. It 
expresses the most grateful appreciation 
to sister branches for the generous re- 
sponse to its appeal, as well as for the af- 
fectionate interest expressed in letters. 

The branch at Highland Springs, Va. 
holds two meetings each month and has 
made generous response to several appeals. 
This branch pays for nearly all the re- 
pairs to building and other expenses con- 
nected with the church besides a small 
sum monthly towards the minister’s 
salary. 

Charleston, S. C. reports thirty-eight 
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members, and a good attendance at its 
meetings, held alternate Mondays in 
Parish Hall. A P. O. Mission is being 
successfully carried on, as well as social 
and charitable work. 

The Southern Associate Alliance was 
hospitably entertained by the branch 
during the Southern Conference in No- 
vember. 

The branch at Atlanta, Ga. is doing 
well with a good study class and lectures 
on “Prominent Unitarians.” A  Fort- 
nightly Club is maintained its programme 
consisting of alternate Lectures and Musi- 
cales. 

The branch is interested in the Atlanta 
Needlework Guild and in the Atlanta 
Free Kindergarten Association. The P. 
O. Mission has developed new energy and 
strength. The pastor and his wife have 
taken an active part and will continue to 
devote much attention to this work— 
especially in Atlanta and vicinity. 

Dallas, Texas although holding regular 
meetings and working along its usual 
lines, has felt somewhat handicapped by 
the vacancy of its pastorate since June. 
The pulpit however has been supplied for 
most of the services and the branch is 
hopeful of greater success in all the church 
activities with the new year when Rev. 
Marion F. Ham will take charge as regular 
pastor. 

They have devoted much time and 
thought to Sunday School and P. O. Mis- 
sion work, sending Miss Spalding as dele- 
gate to the Southern conference, where 
she read an interesting paper upon ‘How 
to Teach Bible Stories to Children.”’ 

The branch at New Orleans, La. has 
increased its membership to thirty-five. 
A Book Club keeps a_ small library 
of the latest Unitarian publications in 
circulation among Alliance members and 
interested friends. The branch continues 
to be represented upon the Official 
Boards of several city charities and in 
this way the Unitarian denomination 
becomes better known and understood 
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each year. Through the P. O. Mission, 
hundreds of sermons and many minis- 
terial and personal letters are being sent 
out regularly. $60 was devoted to this 
work last year, but this year it promises to 
be almost self-supporting. In June the 
branch gave $100 to the church treas- 
ury towards meeting the summer ex- 
penses; and also voted to purchase a por- 
tion of ground adjoining the church for 
$750.00 with a view of later building a 
Parish House or Alliance Hall upon it. 
“Out of many discouragements and 
severe struggles the branch feels itself at 
last in a most encouraging condition and 
extends to all its sister branches in the 
South a most hearty wish for a glad and 
prosperous New Year to each of them.” 


A Brooks Afternoon is the title of an 
attractive booklet recently published by 
the Newport R.I. Branch. 

The subject, Rev. Charles T. Brooks, 
will be remembered not only as the pastor 
of Channing Church from 1837 to 1871 but 
as a poet of much power and sweetness. 
His charming personality is vividly por- 
trayed in the reminiscences of Mrs. Julia 
Ward Howe, Mrs. Maria Ellery Mackaye 
and Mrs. George 8. Slocum. These ladies 
were parishioners and warm friends of 
Mr. Brooks which renders their recollec- 
tions most valuable. 

The booklets are for sale for twenty- 
five cents each and may be obtained, free 
of postage, of the Secretary of the New- 
port Branch, Mrs. H. W. Lull, 35 Powel 
Ave., Newport, R.I. 


The appeals stand as follows: 


Fort airfield= Simca sees ee cee ee $205.00 
Withita <i. Waste sence nena ences 831.25 
Salt. Juake City wcmtackcusmmcst odes tal eames 247.50 
Green‘ Harbor @.@5...8 0. se eee 148.00 
Pueblos etches Sane eee 809.00 
Meadville: Studentcussmis: sclcimeunotecieenee 142.00 
Indianapolis. << << os '> acne en eee 1,000.00 


The next meeting will be held on Fri- 
day, Feb. 10, 1905, with reports from 
New England and the Pacific Coast. 
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With the Flag 


The pennant of the Fair has again been 
hoisted. The leader of the campaign has 
been chosen. The period of the training 
of forces is with us. The service is vol- 
untary, a testimony not of the power of 
will alone, but of the power of good-will. 
There is no citadel of the enemy to be 
destroyed, bringing loss into the world; 
the marches of good-will have for their 
happy task the sowing of the seeds of 
human brotherhood in the fields most 
fitted to receive them. In this work the 
roll of loyalty can never be too long; a 
welcome and a place await each offered 
service. 

The Fair is a long ways off! For very 
many of our Union members this seems 
true in two senses,—distant in time and, 
if such comparisons be possible, still more 
distant inspace. Time and space! Ideal- 
istic philosophy tells us that these cate- 
gories, time and space, are not final reali- 
ties. Speaking as practical workers for a 
definite object, let us also realize that time 
and space may seem more real than they 
should. The Fair may be very near to 
each one of us at this moment. It will 
be, if we really know what it means to be 
“with the flag.” 

First as to time. He who gives true 
allegiance to a flag, sees within its waving 
folds the glow of an ideal. This ideal is 
not something fettered by time; from the 
sky of the future it shines upon and sets 
vibrating the possibilities of the present 
moment. The man who is truly “with 
the flag” does not feel the need of waiting 
for a war to prove his loyalty. He serves 
it steadily at all times both in thought and 
in deed. Such is your nearness to the 
coming Fair. 

And again as to space. Here again the 
ideal refuses to be limited. The phrase we 
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so glibly use,—“‘at the front’”’—, is mis- 
leading. Over there in the East, where 
the darkness of war shadows the life of a 
devoted people, where is the line of battle? 
Surely not in the valleys of Manchuria 
alone. Those at home who are consciously 
putting their full strength into the toils 
which make possible the support of their 
brothers “with the army,” are in the deep- 
est sense upon the fields that face the foe. 
The women of Japan sewing for the hospi- 
tals the long day through are “with the 
flag” !—The Fair is something larger and 
more approachable to us all than Boston. 
The choice of distance lies in your own 
control. ee 

Having thus annihilated time and 
space, let us welcome, each to his own 
hearth, the Young People’s Fair. It de- 
mands suggestions. On the one hand 
there is the “‘Committee,”’ and some sug- 
gestions sent in now may be of far greater 
value than the visible contributions later. 
Next fall suggestions will have less value! 
On the other hand is the call to self- 
suggestion. Each individual is a com- 
mittee of one to map out that part of his 
own contribution which his private thought 
is to dictate. To repeat, this is the period 
for gathering suggestions, and each mem- 
ber of the Fair comes twice on this roll- 
call. 

Far and near, now and in the months 
to follow, let us be “with the flag.” 

CARLETON AMES WHEELER. 


Board of Directors of the Young 
People’s Religious Union 


Montuty Meetine, Turspay, JAN. 3, 
1905. 


The 6th regular meeting of the Board of 
Directors was held in Room 11, 25 Beacon 
Street, on Tuesday, Jan. 3rd at 1 o’clock. 
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Mr. Wheeler called the meeting to order, 
and Mr. Vail, Mr. Boyden, Mr. Melcher, 
Mr. Saunderson, Mr. Atherton, and Miss 
Jones, were present. 

The Secretary’s minutes of the last 
meeting were read and accepted. 

The Treasurer made a report which 
was accepted. 

Voted:—That the President act as chairman of a 
committee and choose two other members, to find 
a speaker and arrange a trip through New Jersey; 
the trip to be made before Feb. 15th. 

Voted:—That the Secretary be made the second 
member of the committee. 

Voted:—That the Young People’s Religious Union 
hold a fair in the fall of 1905. 

Voted:—That the President and Secretary be a 
committee to nominate names for a general com- 
mittee to have charge of the fair. 

Voted:—That the Union issue a calendar for 1906. 

Voted:—That Mr. Melcher be chairman of the 
committee for the 1906 calendar and that he appoint 


two others to serve with him. 
Voted to adjourn. 


Emity B. Ossorn, Secretary. 


“A Happy New Year’’ * 


“1. Begin each day with the ‘upward 
look.’ You will see God in the sky, or 
upon the mountain-tops, or in the Christ- 
life, or in ‘the love of those whom we 
love best.’ 

“2. Close each day with the ‘inward 
look,’ for God is there, waiting to forgive 
and to give. 

“3. Remember this word by Robert 
Louis Stevenson: ‘The world is so full of 
a number of things, I’m sure we should all 
be as happy as kings.’ 

“4, Sing all you can, and do not be 
afraid to laugh heartily. 


‘Let me go where’er I will 
I hear a sky-born music still: 


It is not only in the rose, 

It is not only in the bird, 

Not only where the rainbow glows, 
Nor in the song of women heard, 
But in the darkest, meanest things 
There alway, alway something sings.’ 


“5, Throughout each day, look forward 
and outward. Waste no time in sgelf- 


* From ‘‘Our Work’’: January, 1905. 
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congratulation or self-pity. Do some- 
thing every day for some one else, to make 
at least one other person happier. Make 
life worth living by living it worthily.” 


Pueblo, Colorado 


Responding to the Finance Committee’s 
call for the $300. that is pledged to Pueblo 
the following contributions have been 
sent in. We hope to acknowledge even 
more next month. 


*Watertown, Mass. . . a eae e000 
West Upton, Mass. ceea! SHU 
Newton Centre, Mass. . me Ge eG 
AvFriond 55-25 lee =) 08 t 0.00 
Toledo, Ohio .. . . - 6.00 
Walpole, Mass. & Potten AE Pee AE) 
Tyngsboro, Mass. Pe is ee i ae fp ne in ek 
Salem, Mass. 1st Church . ..... . 65.00 
Kingston, Mass, co.) rou «ie eeal Ney io ikel aac 
North Easton, Mass. Ae are at ik Toe 
Danwers,-Massise s- cel ceetersy ole eran 3.00 
Charlestown JN el cme «ute ou cates ee 5.00 

Potaly pe.” esa es eRe eee te R SE OOO 

Federations 


South WorcEstTER FEDERATION 


The annual January meeting of the 
South Worcester Federation of Young 
People’s Religious Unions was held with 
the South Unitarian Y. P. R. U. of Worces- 
ter on Sunday, Jan. 1, 1905. 

The meeting opened at 4.30 President 
Richard K. Newman in the chair. 

Herbert L. Carter welcomed the Fed- 
eration in behalf of the South Unitarian 
SPR 

The Secretary’s report of the October 
meeting held in Hopedale was read and 
accepted as read. 

The reports of the Unions were given; 
the number present from each Union 
were :—Hopedale, 6; Leicester, 6; Men- 
don, 1; Northboro, 2; South Unitarian; 
Worcester, 16. 

The nominating committee appointed 
in October reported as follows:—Presi- 


*Watertown contributed voluntarily in June, long 
before the call for this money was made. 
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dent, Mr. Allan Johnson, Northboro; 
Vice-President, Miss Bertha Houghton, 
West Upton; Secretary and Treasurer, Miss 
May A. Leland, Worcester; Executive 
Board, Pres., Vice-Pres., Sec., Mr. Osgood 
B. Estabrook, Leicester, and Mr. George 
W. Cromb, Mendon. These officers were 
declared elected. 

An acknowledgment of the letter of con- 
dolence sent to Senator Hoar’s family was 
read. 

On motion it was voted that each Union 
send to the Secretary a list of members 
from their Union for the office of President, 
Vice-President and the directors. 

On motion it was voted that the Secre- 
tary notify each Guild and Union of the 
list of nominations for officers for the en- 
suing year. 

Mr. Arthur H. Estabrook of Leicester 
gave an interesting paper on “Religion is 
Truth.” 

Lunch was served between the afternoon 
and evening services. 

At the 6.15 session the church quar- 
tette assisted. 

The evening speakers were Mr. W. H. 

- Parker of Boston who spoke interestingly 
on “ Phariseeism” and Rev. Mr. Kent of 
Northboro who gave an instructive ad- 
dress on “Opportunity and its Condition.” 

Meeting closed at 7.30. 

Frora Messinemr, Secretary. 


Union Notes 


[This column is to be filled_by contributions 
from the Secretaries of local Unions. All copy 
should be sent to Miss Emily B. Osborn, 25 Beacon 
St., Boston; before the twentieth of each month.] 

The way that one Union serves its 
Church is by running a monthly paper 
called “Our Work.” Every department 
in the Church is given some space, and 
there are contributions or notices from 
the Minister, the Alliance, the Guild, the 


Sunday School, and all the Clubs. 


The new Union in Dorchester sold 45 
copies of ‘““A Book of Days” since the 
middle of December. The Union in 


Leominster sold 48 copies; Littleton sold 
36; Clinton 30; Dorchester, Christ Church, 
22; Washington, D.C., 20; Newport, R.I., 
18. Many other Unions sold a dozen or 
more copies apiece, while the Alliance in 
Melrose sold 39, and the Ladies Sewing 
Circle in Lynn 72. 


Quincy, Mass. “The Young Peoples 
Religious Union of Quincy has recently 
given an entertainment entitled ‘Our 
Illustrated Magazine.’ A magazine was 
shown by tableaux. First the cover was 
shown, which was the minuet and was 
copied from the Christmas number of the 
Delineator. Then the advertisements 
were given followed by the short story, 
the pictures, serial story and cartoons, 
and finally a pantomime of ‘The Courtin’.’ 

“The advertisements were copied from 
the different magazines and the cartoons 
from the newspapers. 

“Any Unions wishing any information 
about giving a similar entertainment can 
obtain same by writing to C. G. Adams 
Quincy, Mass.” 


Cohasset, Mass. “According to _ its 
usual custom the Cohasset Branch of the 
Y. P. R. U. held its first meeting of the 
new year in the church, Sunday afternoon, 
Jan. 1, 1905. 

“After the usual devotional exercises 
Mr. Carleton A. Wheeler, Pres. of the Na- 
tional Union, spoke on ‘Other Fields than 
Our Own.’ 

“The choir was assisted by Mr. Carl 
Barth, violoncellist of the Boston Sym- 
phony Orchestra. 

“One of the hymns sung was composed 
expressly for our Union,—the words 
written by one of our members and the 
music by another member. 

“The good attendance at this meeting 
in the church is a proof of friendly in- 
terest in our work.” 


On Wednesday Jan- 
the George Herbert 


Neponset, Mass. 
uary eighteenth, 
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Hosmer Society gave a very pleasant 
Social, and invited members from several 
of the neighboring Unions. Delegations 
attended from Wollaston, and from the 
Lawrance Union in Dorchester. Games 
occupied the early evening, and after the 
refreshments, one of the visitors played 
the piano. 


Postage 


It is the present policy of those respon- 
sible for the publishing of ‘Word and 
Work” to distribute this monthly mes- 
sage free to all who desire to read it. 
Without wishing to interfere in any way 
with the spirit of this policy, may I venture 
the following suggestion and invitation, 
based on a few facts relating to the finan- 
cial problem. 

Under the present plan of free distribu- 
tion the “Word and Work” cannot be 
sent out as ‘second class” mail matter, 
since it has no paid list of subscribers. 
Hence the postage of one cent a copy. 
This sounds small, but it means at the 
present time $7 to $8 a month for the 
Y. P. R. U. alone, or about one-third as 
much as the cost of printing. Printing 
and postage thus make a decided demand 
upon the slender treasury of the Union. 

This matter of postage illustrates very 
clearly the point that the best form of 
united work requires as much individual 
keenness as any other method of work ever 
did. If every person who now reads the 
“Word and Work,” for instance, were 
ready to pay a subscription equal to 
its actual cost, (about 25 cents a year 
per copy), the postage would fall to 
just about one sixteenth of its present 
rate. 

At the present time, then, the postage 
is a special and definite item for each 
person who receives the paper. We there- 
fore invite any of the friends on our list 
who feel so moved, to send to Room 11 
“postage” stamps to the amount of eight 
cents. This proposition is at least free 


from any taint of “frenzied finance,” and 
should be especially welcome at this time. 
CarLETON AMES WHEELER. 


“Seven Party ”’ 


A most interesting and profitable enter- 
tainment may be given called a “Seven 
Party.” The price of admission must be 
seven cents, except in the case of every 
seventh person who is admitted free. 
Seven tables whereon will be found articles 
for sale, namely: Candy, cake, popcorn, 
lemonade, household articles, fancy arti- 
cles, and flowers; for the price of seven 
cents or the multiple of seven, will be 
found a source of income beside that of 
the admission. 

An entertainment consisting of tableaux 
following out the seven idea will round out 
the evening’s fun. ‘‘The Seven Suther- 
land Sisters” a group of seven popular 
advertisements, the reading and illustra- 
tion of Jean Ingelow’s “‘Song of Seven,” 
and,—as was given in one instance,— 
“The seven smiles that won’t come off” 
create much interest. 

Doors must be open at seven P.M.;- 
tables uncovered at 7.07 p.m., and the 
entire evening must be in keeping with 
the idea of seven. 


A Timely Token 


As you all know, there is a growing 
Unitarian movement in Japan. There 
is also a great war spreading its cloud 
over the little island. That cloud reaches 
out to all corners of the earth, and it has 
forced one of the young Japanese stu- 
dents here in America, a co-worker with 
us for the liberal thought, to depend upon 
himself for financial resources. To this 
end he is working and studying at the 
same time, sturdily endeavoring to serve 
the home land by being a civilian soldier. 
But the cost to studies and strength is 
evident. 

I feel sure some of us will be glad to 
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give our Japanese friend a token of our 
fellowship and appreciation. If any feel 
moved to contribute towards this friend- 
ship-offering, I shall be pleased to take 
such contributions in charge, and to con- 
sider suggestions as to the method of pre- 
senting the token. Address letters to 
the Y. P. R. U. office, marked A. T. T. 
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“A Book of Days”’ 


Every copy of “A Book of Days” is 
gone. We are both glad and sorry to say 
this: glad to have sold so many, and 
sorry to have to refuse a number of people 
who want calendars. The financial re- 
sult of the 1905 calendar is good. Up to 
January 19, $499.48 have been taken in, 
and a few bills are still unpaid. As the 
cost of publication was about $370.00 
the Union will clear at least $125.00. 
Many thanks to all the Unions and out- 
side friends who took an active interest 
in selling copies! 


1906 Calendar 


At the January meeting of the board 
of directors it was decided to begin im- 
mediately on plans for a “Quotation 
Calendar” for 1906 with the hope of 
assuring an even wider success than ‘‘The 
Book of Days” attained. The committee 
of three for the work is to consist of 
Frederic G. Melcher, Chairman; Miss 
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Grace A. L. Parker, of Milton, and Miss 
Marguerite Fellows, of Newton Center. 
Criticisms on last year’s calendar and sug- 
gestions for the new one will be gladly 
received by the chairman. Address him 
at 44 Norwood Ave., Newton Center. 

It was due to the co-operation of the 
unions that we achieved such a success 
with the 1905 issue, and it is surely felt 
that the same factor will bring us an even 
wider sale this year. 


The R. E. A. Convention 


The third annual meeting of the Re- 
ligious Education Association is to be 
held in Boston. This meeting should be 
seized upon as a great opportunity by as 
many of our young people as live within 
visiting distance of Tremont Temple. 
The program extends from the 12th to 
the 16th of February. For particulars 
as to the coming meeting or as to the 
purpose and methods of the Association, 
address Frederick H. Means, 719 Tremont 
Temple, Boston: or the General Secre- 
tary, 153 Lasalle Street, Chicago. This is 
a good time for making the acquaintance 
of one of the most promising movements of 
the new century. For a two-cent stamp 
even the most distant may learn how to 
bring the convention to his own door. 


Miss Mallie J. Floyd, the Chairman of 


the Committee that carried through the _ 
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Festival of Nations, has accepted the chair- 
manship of the 1905 Fair Committee. 
Miss Frances Goodwin, of Cambridge, and 
Miss Maude Young, of Dorchester, are 
two of the members, and the other two are 
not yet definitely known. 


Helpers 


Last month several members of Unions 
near Boston came into the office and helped 
me with extra work. They came in re- 
sponse to letters that I wrote to these 
Unions at especially busy times, asking 
for assistance. At this time of year, 
however, we are always “especially busy,” 
and there is more work than one person, 
or even two people can properly do. In 
carrying on the National correspondence 
and keeping the most immediate business 
of the Union going, many records and de- 
tails of the office are necessarily neglected. 

It is important, nevertheless, that 
these records should be kept up to date, 
and any Union members who can spare the 
time will be doing a real favor to me and 
contributing towards the success of the 
Union this year, if they can come in some- 
times and keep the office work up to date. 
Room 11 is open from 9 a.m. to 1 P.m. 
every day, and hereafter I expect to be 
there Friday afternoons from 2 to 4.30 
p.M., for the benefit of helpers whose 
mornings are occupied. 


Any Unions at a distance who care to 
help with the National work can do a 
great deal in the way of making mailing- 
lists, indexes, etc. I shall be glad to mail 
the work and the directions to any Union 
whose members are willing to undertake 
it, and shall be very grateful to the 
people who will help in this way. 

Emity B. OsBorn. 

25 Beacon St., Boston, Mass. 


Program Exchange 


By sending a copy of its program to 
each of the other Unions, Erie, Pa., has 
started a custom that is very much worth 
while. Many Unions were pleased at the 
time of receiving a copy, and were bene- 
fited by the program itself. Since then 
several Unions have distributed programs 
among a few neighboring societies, and 
now two or three are ready to exchange 
with everyone. This leads naturally to 
the establishment of a “Program Ex- 
change.” All Unions that would like to 
join the Exchange can do so by filling out 
this coupon,—or filling out a copy of it,— 
and sending it with copies of their pro- 
grams, to Union headquarters. All these 
Unions will be notified as to what other 
Unions have joined. They can then take 
their lists of Secretaries, mark an E against 
the Unions that belong to the Exchange; 
and send their own programs to all the 
other members. 
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Ministers and members of Uni- 
tarian churches should make 
careful note of the three important gath- 
erings which are to occur in the coming 
months. Anniversary Week in Boston 
will fall in the week beginning May 21st 
and will present an exceedingly full and 
interesting prograrn including the annual 
meetings of the four societies, The Asso- 
ciation, the Sunday School Society, the 
Alliance and the Young People’s Union. 
The International Unitarian Council will 
meet at Geneva, Switzerland August 28th 
to 31st inclusive, and all the people of 
our churches who are planning for a 
summer in Europe ought to arrange to 
attend this very interesting gathering. 
The National Conference of Unitarian 
and Other Christian Churches will be held 
at Atlantic City September 25th to 27th. 
The program for this meeting is well ad- 
vanced. 


Meetings. 


Rev. John H. Applebee has 
resigned at West Roxbury to 
accept a call to the Pilgrim 
Church, Attleboro. Rev. A. P. Reccord 
has resigned at Newport, R.I. to accept 
a call to the Church of the Unity, Spring- 
field, Mass. Rev. F. W. Pratt has re- 
signed at Wollaston to accept a call to 
Hopedale, Mass. Rev. Bradley Gilman 


Ministerial 
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was installed at Canton, Mass., February 
5th, and on February 28th Rev. F. W. 
Pratt was installed at Hopedale and Rev. 
A. R. Scott at Bangor, Me. Dr. J. H. 
Crooker has resigned at Ann Arbor, Mich. 
to accept a call to Roslindale, Mass. 
Rey. E. H. Keens has resigned at Nor- 
well, Mass. to accept a call to Westboro. 
The death of Rev. William R. Alger re- 
moves from our ministerial fellowship a 
distinguished scholar and preacher whose 
work has shed lustre on our name and 
cause. 


Three new tracts are in the hand 
of the printer for speedy issue. 
One is entitled “A Reasonable 
Easter,” by Rev. U. G. B. Pierce. The 
churches will find this a helpful tract for 
Haster Sunday. Another tract is ‘Songs 
in Exile,” by Rev. Paul R. Frothingham. 
This is a thoughtful and uplifting study 
of the spiritual forces one may find in his 
own nature. For the endurance of trial 
and hardship amid conditions which 
would be crushing had we not these re- 
sources, we can, if we will, still sing the 
song of hope, of faith, and of love. This 
is a good tract to send to friends who are 
intellectually troubled by the hard as- 
pects of life. The third tract is, “Do you 
Believe in Human Nature, or Do you 
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Not?” by Rev. Charles E. St. John. 
This is a reprint of the recent Register ar- 
ticle by Mr. St. John, entitled “The Point 
of Difference.” It makes one of the 
short tracts and points out that the vital 
difference between Unitarianism and what 
is called liberal Orthodoxy is the concep- 
tion one has concerning human nature. 


Rev. Harry E. Gil- 
christ, minister of the 
Susquehanna Unitarian 
Circuit, recently spent a few days in 
Boston in order to become personally ac- 
quainted with the officers of the Associa- 
tion and others whom he might meet, 
and also to make a study at headquarters 
of our various denominational interests. 
Mr. Gilchrist makes report of satisfactory 
progress in his wide-spread circuit. He 
has issued neat little cards with notices 
of services to be held during the months 
of February, March and April in the 
following places: Delhi, Walton, Sayre, 
Waverly, Elmira, Sidney, Norwich, Una- 
dilla, Susquehann and Deposit. These 
are places ranging in size from 2,000 
nhabitants at Deposit to 35,000 at 
Elmira. The total population of the 
towns influenced is over 70,000. In ad- 
dition to the Sunday services Mr. Gil- 
christ devotes the evenings of Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays to week-day 
conferences in the various places. These 
conferences are held in private residences 
and are devoted to the discussion of the 
doctrines commonly held by Unitarians. 
Steps are being taken towards the organ- 
ization of the circuit, the general plan 
being that the circuit as a whole shall 
have its charter and by-laws with a Pres- 
ident, Vice-Presidents, Secretary and 
Treasurer. The various groups of con- 
stituent members are to be organized as 
branches, each bearing the name of the 
town in which its members live. Each 
group is to have its own board of officers, 
the President of the branch to be ex of- 
ficio a Vice-President of the Circuit. 


Susquehanna 
Unitarian Circuit. 


The office of press agent was 


se iat created and filled at the Jan- 
eparture- uary meeting of the directors 
of the Association. This action was 


based upon the conviction that a more 
extensive and systematic use ought to 
be made of the press of the country as 
a vehicle for the spread of information 
concerning the life and activities of our 
churches, Sunday-schools, alliances and 
young people’s religious unions, the 
achievements, hopes and contemplated 
undertakings of our general denomina- 
tional organizations, and especially for the 
dissemination of liberal thought and re- 
ligious ideals by means of timely articles, 
which there is reason to believe many 
leading newspapers will welcome and 
gladly publish. 

It is recognized that since this is an 
entirely new undertaking on the part 
of Unitarians, although it has proven 
eminently advantageous among others, 
time will be required to develop its pos- 
sibilities. The plans already in view 
and initially operative include the use 
of the opportunities afforded by the pub- 
lishers of plate matter, who invite con- 
tributions of selections from existing 
Unitarian literature, such as sermons, 
tracts, addresses, etc., for distributions 
through their agencies to newspapers 
in all the states. Thus many fine utter- 
ances which have hitherto lain dormant, 
or had only a limited hearing, will find 
an increasingly large audience. 

For the furtherance of this enterprise 
all the pastors of churches, presidents 
and secretaries of conferences, alliances, 
young people’s religious unions, Sunday- 
schools and clubs are urged to co-operate 
with the press agent to aid in making 
this undertaking a success. He asks 
to be informed of celebrations of every 
kind, of dedications, plans for new build- 
ings, novel lines of work in contempla- 
tion; and, in short, all unusual happen- 
ings about which the public generally 
ought to be informed. Will all who 
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may have published sermons, addresses 
or tracts, other than those which bear 
the imprint of the Association, kindly 
supply the press agent with copies of 
them. He is convinced that he can ex- 
tend their usefulness, if they prove to 
be available. Material should be sent to 
Rey. Peter H. Goldsmith, Salem, Mass. 


A significant attempt to re- 
vive the fortunes of a some- 
what disheartened church is 
now in progress at the Norfolk Unitarian 
Church in Dorchester, Mass. A series of 
meetings began on the evening of Febru- 
ary 19th at this church, under the imme- 
diate supervision of a committee consisting 
of Rey. William Channing Brown, Field 
Agent of the Association, as chairman; 
Rev. B. F. McDaniel, pastor of the church; 
Rey. E. R. Shippen, Rev. Morgan Millar, 
and Mr. Walter F. Hatch, President of 
the Channing Club. As preliminary steps 
towards the maintenance of these ser- 
vices, a special meeting of neighboring 
ministers was called at the denomina- 
tional headquarters, and subsequently 
a special meeting of the Channing Club 
at the same place. At these meetings 
Mr. St. John and Mr. Brown set forth 
the plan which is that meetings be held 
every night in the week for so long a 
period as may be necessary to win suc- 
cess. The ministers and laymen have 
shown hearty willingness to take part 
in the endeavor. It is expected that 
groups of friends from neighboring 
churches will from time to time attend 
the meetings. Members of the Channing 
Club will attend and render any aid they 
can. The ministers will give their vol- 
untary service in speaking at the meet- 
ings. There will be a large amount of 
congregational singing with occasional 
help from soloists and choirs. Field 
Agent Brown is to give his undivided at- 
tention to the management of the meet- 
ings. He with the assistance of Mr. 
McDaniel and the members of the Society 
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will with unremitting care call upon in- 
dividuals in the vicinity of the church, 
more especially upon those who are 
known to be unchurched and indifferent, 
and persist in these friendly attentions 
until the community becomes convinced 
that the Unitarian denomination as a 
whole is profoundly in earnest in its effort 
to awaken a larger interest in religion in 
the community concerned. 

No undignified or merely sensational 
methods are to be employed. A good deal 
of printed matter will be circulated and an 
earnest effort will be put forth to induce 
people to give heed to these meetings, but 
for the success of the meetings all will 
depend upon a direct, earnest, and dig- 
nified presentation of high thoughts upon 
high themes. Many Unitarians will doubt 
the possibility of maintaining continuous 
daily services for several weeks at a time. 
It is proposed now to try the matter, and 
see whether it is really impossible to create 
a steadily and rapidly growing interest 
in religion by means of the faith and spir- 
itual power that lie in Unitarianism. 
This method has never been tried among 
us. So far as we can learn one week has 
been the extent of any effort at continu- 
ous meetings ever undertaken by Uni- 
tarian churches. Therefore the opinion 
that meetings prolonged over a longer 
time could not succeed is purely theoret- 
ical. We now propose to find out whether 
they can succeed or not. At the time of 
going to press with this report the meet- 
ings have been continuing for nearly a 
week with a success that is decidedly en- 
couraging. In the next issue of Word 
and Work a careful report will be possible. 


Rev. L. A. Harvey the 
Field Agent for the Amer- 
ican Unitarian Association 
and the Secretary of the Meadville Confer- 
ence began his work on January 1. He 
reports “I immediately sought to come 
into touch with the students of the Mead- 
ville Theological School who are eager 
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to do missionary work. After consulta- 
tion with the officers of the Missionary 
Brotherhood there, and with President 
Southworth, I went to Greenville, where 
some work had already been done by the 
Brotherhood, but regular services had 
not been inaugurated. I was able to 
arrange for services there on Jan. 8, to be 
conducted by Mr. G. L. Sprague of the 
Meadville School. Since then he has 
held services there regularly the people 
meeting all the expenses. The audience 
there is very small but has steadily grown. 
As the town has only eight thousand it 
may be long before a church can result; 
but it is only an hour’s ride from Mead- 
ville and may thus furnish a preaching 
station while a resident minister is im- 
possible. 

Aside from his work at Greenville Mr. 
Sprague, who has had four years’ expe- 
rience in the Baptist ministry, is serving, 
every Sunday morning, our newly or- 
ganized church at Youngstown Ohio. 
This church was organized during my 
vacation last summer, and has held ser- 
vices every Sunday morning since July 
24, when it began. Though new to our 
faith Mr. Sprague is preaching it most 
acceptably to the strong men and eager 
women who compose the Youngstown 
Church. I have preached there only 
twice since January 1. 

The movement to which I have devoted 
more time than to any other is that at 
New Castle. This is a growing city with 
large iron interests and a population of 
thirty-six thousand. I held two ser- 
vices there in December. January 8 
they were again taken up and have been 
held steadily since. One evening Rev. 
L. W. Mason of Pittsburg preached and 
Rev. M. O. Simons of Cleveland another. 
The interest has steadily deepened and 
the movement gives good promise of 
permanence. 

A striking feature of the services has 
been the number of men interested—the 
proportion of men to women has several 


times been ten to one. Most of these 
are young men. Four of them are grad- 
uates of a Presbyterian College, and lost. 
faith in Orthodoxy while taking their. 
college course. They could not recon- 
cile the old faith with modern thought. 

One of these men has long been a mem- 
ber of the Y. M. C. A. of New Castle and 
was surprised and pained when its Sec- 
retary refused to rent their public -hall 
for Unitarian services. But this inci- 
dent has served to quicken interest in 
our movement. On Feb. 12 I preached 
for the first time in Sharon and have ar- 
ranged for a student to go there next Sun- 
day. 

Aside from looking after these new 
movements at Sharon, Youngstown, 
Greenville and New Castle, and preach- 
ing once at North Collins N.Y. where Mr. 
W. Delos Smith of Meadville has started 
a new movement in connection with his 
work at the Parkside Church in Buffalo, 
I have served the Churches of the Con- 
ference by preaching once at Meadville, 
Parkside, and The Church of Our Father 
in Buffalo, and twice at Erie.” 


The Superintendent for the 
Middle States writes, ‘In 
the way of plain church 
news, the coming of Dr. Brundage to the 
pastorate of the Third Church in Brooklyn, 
will mean the beginning of a new chapter 
of promise for greater New York, not to 
be confined to that church for signifi- 
cance: while the passing of John Chad- 
wick, which has brought so poignant a 
feeling of loss to our whole fellowship, has 
revealed a courage of loyalty, and a per- 
sistence of pluck among his bereft people 
which of itself must have a bearing upon 
the working out of our denominational 
problems in this section. 

In what is frankly missionary field, 
Mr. Gilpin’s experiment of circuit work 
in Ontario, Can., may seem to be some- 
what slow in definite development, and 
yet, in the heart of a very conservative 


Middle States 
Department. 


American Unitarian Association 5 


Canadian territory, rapid results are not 
to be expected. The field is important, 
however, and the city of London, where 
his beginnings lie, is one of the most 
beautiful and progressive in the do- 
minion. 

At North Collins, N.Y., a town of 
twelve hundred inhabitants, about twenty 
miles from Buffalo, an interesting new 
movement was begun last spring, by Rev. 
W. Delos Smith, minister in charge at the 
Parkside church, Buffalo, which has de- 
veloped this fall into a most interesting 
enterprise. Services are held on alter- 
nate Sundays; many of the best people 
of the town are identified, and Mr. Smith 
is hopeful of its permanent establish- 
ment as an adjunct of the work at Park- 
side. 

At Harrisburg, Pa., where there has 
been most baffling discouragement of 
one sort or another, almost from its first 
inception, a new tone of encouragement 
seems to have appeared since Mr.: Bran- 
dow assumed charge, in connection with 
his Lancaster church, in November. 
New parish activities have been assumed ; 
and the people resolutely persist in hop- 
ing for growth and final success which 
shall place in the capital city of Pennsy]- 
vania, a strong exponent of our faith. 
At Elizabeth, N.J., too, where beginnings 
were meagre, and discouragements many, 
this season has brought a decided increase 
of interest and promise. Among older 
churches in the department which are 
yet in the missionary stage, encourag- 
ing accounts come from Schenectady, 
where the fund for the building lot is 
within two hundred dollars or less of 
completion; from Flatbush where it is 
hoped that building will soon be begun, 
and from Ridgewood, N.J. where there 
has been a gratifying increase of strength, 
largely due to the fact that services can 
now be held at the morning hour,—and 
hardly less, be it frankly acknowledged, to 
the sturdy energy of its branch Alliance 
of Women, whose resourcefulness and vi- 


tality of interest are out of all propor- 
tion to its modest sum total of enrolled 
membership. 

A distinctive development of our work 
in this department, this year, has been 
through the different methods of local 
fraternization of neighboring churches 
for practical ends. In the state of New 
Jersey this has taken two-fold form of 
the organization of a very live New Jer- 
sey Men’s Unitarian Club, which meets 
four times a year for the frank discus- 
sion of practical parish problems: and 
a New Jersey Associate Branch of the 
National Women’s Alliance, having in- 
deed but one regular meeting in the year 
but with more frequent meetings of a 
representative board of directors look- 
ing toward the increase of the spirit of 
“togetherness” among these neighbor- 
hood churches. The “Joseph Priestley 
Conference,” centring at Philadelphia, 
makes even more definite its aim of neigh- 
borhood solidarity; and its meeting just 
held was the most vitally practical con- 
ference meeting I have ever attended: 
with a decided missionary value. 

In similar fashion, the ‘Meadville 
Conference” is focussing the interest of 
churches within its borders to practical 
things that can be done in their section; 
and fortunately the placing of Mr. Har- 
vey as field agent for the A. U. A. in that 
section offers a specific method of accom- 
plishment of their aims.” 


The following extract from an 
address by Rev. John Coleman 
Adams, is timely “Let us 
recognize we have to face a different 
world from that which our theological 
forebears confronted. Theirs was a 
battle with a false theology which 
darkened all the life of men. Ours is 
to meet a debased moral life which para- 
lyzes religious activity. They had to 
grapple with Calvinism. We are con- 
tending with Commercialism. They had 
to set up a new standard by which to 
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think of God. We have to establish a 
new ethics by which to constrain man- 
kind. They had to lay the foundations 
of a wholly new conception of the moral 
creation. We have to build a new struct- 
ure of duty and action on that founda- 
tion. New distempers have affected 
American life of late years. New dan- 
gers and new temptations surround us. .. . 
All men of thoughtful temper are con- 
scious of the new conditions and are 
anxious concerning them. 

Now I conceive that the business to 
which we are called in this present day 
is to continue without abatement of 
earnestness or of emphasis the procla- 
mation of this large faith of ours as the 
basis of any real renewal of the moral 
and religious life of the times. If we 
would do our work well and wisely let 
it be in part to present the theology of 
the larger faith in all its integrity and 
power. It may be as many assert, that 
all the world is of our way of thinking; 
in that case we do not want to be behind 
our neighbors in the proclamation of 
the new theology. It may be, as some 
of us are compelled to believe, that we 
are as yet a great way from the day when 
our faith is accepted by the churches 
or by the masses. In that case the ne- 
cessity is still laid upon us of preaching 
the truth till men do come to see and 
understand it. Asa matter of fact I do 
not believe that the great truths of the 
new faith are fairly taught or broadly 
expounded, even in our own pulpits. 
We have not begun to compass the length 
and depth of the vast principles on which 
we have taken our stand. We stand on 
the outskirts of a boundless territory of 
the truth, as the early colonists stood 
on the frontiers of a continent rich beyond 
their dreams, and we know it not. It is 
all an undeveloped, unknown country. 

Without reserve, then, I would insist 


that the great fundamentals of this faith 
of ours should be published with new 
power and persistency in our day and in 
our territory. The time has not come 
to cease this proclamation; but the age 
calls mightily for just such a word of 
truth uttered with the earnestness of men 
who believe it with all their hearts. 

But we have a more specific work still. 
The time has fully come for us to study, 
to develop and to apply this faith of ours 
as the motive of personal righteousness 
and the inspiration to the life of disciple- 
ship. We have a great theology. We 
must learn to apply it greatly, worthily, 
adequately to men’s lives. Some ex- 
ceedingly poor doctrines have been 
mighty for good, because men got out 
of them every last element of practical 
force that was in them. That is a side of 
our own faith which remains to be utilized. 
We have to carry this mighty truth of 
ours into personal relations with God’s 
children. We have to show as much 
interest and care for men’s consciences 
as we have shown for their convictions. 
We have to learn to take the consequences, 
personal and ethical, of the faith that 
isinus. We have to translate it into the 
terms of personal life; state it in terms 
of personal repentance, of self-surrender, 
of prayer and of worship, of duty and 
of devotion. There is no question of 
the latent power which is in it. The 
new evangelism which is gaining ground 
in the older churches relies for all the effi- 
cacy of its appeals upon just the things 
which are most characteristic of the 
larger faith. Who should use that faith 
with so much effectiveness, who develop 
its vast resources to persuade, convert 
and regenerate the heart as those to 
whom its teachings are the familiar prin- 
ciples of daily life, the instructions of 
childhood and of youth, the foundations 
of character and of spiritual experience?” 
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The object of the Alliance is, primarily, to quicken the religious life of our Unitarian churches, and 
to bring the women of the denomination into closer acquaintance, co-operation, and fellowship. 
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A marked feature of the Alliance is the 
dependence placed upon the monthly re- 
ports. From these the Executive Board 
learns much of the conditions in the dif- 
ferent branches, the difficulties which are 
met and overcome, the understanding and 
appreciation of the principles of the Alli- 
ance and the sentiment which animates 
the members in carrying on its various 
activities. 

Some quickly grasp all ideas suggested 
to them and comprehending what is de- 
sired by the Board, give at once their 
hearty support. Their reports are stimu- 
lating and encouraging, and their criticisms 
are helpful. A very few are depressing 
because they show no ardor of their own 
and do not come in touch with the en- 
thusiasm of others. 

The director for eastern Maine expresses 
herself somewhat as follows concerning 
reports. 

“T sometimes think, What is the use? 
It is the same old story. Now and then, 
a change of a few numbers in membership, 
or of a few dollars in the amount raised. 
Sometimes the boxes go East and the 
barrels West, and sometimes vice versa. 
Sometimes the handkerchiefs and aprons 
flutter away on a Western or Southern 
breeze and sometimes alight nearer home. 
Just shake the names and numbers and 
the doings and givings in a box and 
assort them as they come out, and it 
would be about the same thing.” 

“But when the reports come, with the 
simple story of the work of love and of duty, 
sometimes, though unconsciously, strongly 
tinctured with the spirit of self-denial, 
often expressing gladness to do for others 


and gratitude for what the work has 
brought to them, then opens a new page 
with much to read between the lines.” 

“Facts and figures fully justify the 
Alliance, but if it had neither a fact nor a 
figure to its credit, we could not afford 
to lose its spiritual and social help.” 


The Executive Board held its monthly 
meeting on February 10th with members 
present from New Hampshire, Rhode 
Island, Massachusetts and New York. 

A new branch was reported at Onsted, 
Michigan, Mrs. Frances Skinner, Presi- 
dent. 

An appeal for $500 for Fort Collins, 
Colorado was unanimously recommended 
to the branches. 

The President and Corresponding Sec- 
retary were elected to represent the Alli- 
ance at the Western Conference to be held 
in May. 

The Post Office Mission is everywhere 
receiving much attention. New efforts 
have been made to secure certain sections 
to special committees, expecting a com- 
mittee to take care of all applicants in 
the section selected. The same result in- 
variably follows, that the applications can- 
not be separated or confined to one locality, 
but come from all over the world, and 
cannot be transferred from one commit- 
tee to another with any success. 

Since the last meeting the Cheerful 
Letter committee has made special efforts 
to raise the standard of the books sup- 
plied in the travelling libraries. Seven 
have been sent out and twelve names are 
on the waiting list. In the January Cheer- 
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ful Letter a barrel of magazines was offered 
to any one who would pay freight. 
Sixteen requests were received for it. 

The branch in Washington, D.C. which 
is not in any state, and the branch in Balti- 
more, the only branch in Maryland, are 
to unite under one director. 

The secretary of the branch at Fort 
Fairfield, Me. was welcomed to the meeting 
and gave the report, showing the loyalty of 
the members and the energy and perse- 
verance displayed in recovering from the 
loss of the church, and expressing their 
gratitude for the help given by other 
branches. 


Reports were received from the Pacific 
Coast and New England. 

At Los Angeles there is great activity in 
every branch of church work. The Alli- 
ance branch meets weekly, and the Cur- 
rent Topics Class continues to be a feature 
of much interest. Sewing for the Orphans’ 
Home and various social events are re- 
ported, with the meeting of the South 
Pacific Conference in January. The 
branch has decided to have an Easter 
Flower Festival which involves much prep- 
aration for every department in the church. 

The branch at Santa Barbara has a fine 
study class conducted by the minister, 
and does much for the social life of the 
church as well as in assisting the Asso- 
ciated Charities. Most of its funds are 
given to the Parish Building Fund. 

At Santa Ana the branch meets twice 
each month and is doing well. Has held 
its annual Fair with a New England din- 
ner. 

The San Diego branch with 34 members 
is flourishing. A reception to new mem- 
bers and visiting strangers was held in 
January. Seventy dollars has been given 
to the trustees of the church and a sub- 
stantial sum added to the building fund. 

The same number of members belong to 
the Redlands branch which meets twice 
each month. Here the new church was 
dedicated on Jan. 8th and is proving to 


be in every way satisfactory. With 
organ and furnishings it cost $12,000, and 
“not a cent of debt remains.” The 
branch has raised $575, $410 being made 
at a sale of neckwear. 

The Pomona branch has had an inter- 
esting entertainment called a College 
Bazaar, the various booths representing 
the prominent American colleges and 
“decked in their respective colors and em- 
blems.” Attention is devoted almost ex- 
clusively to raising money for the church. 

Unity Circle, Alameda, reports 45 mem- 
bers and much work accomplished. Con- 
certs, lectures, socials, Minister’s recep- 
tion, Round-the-Bay meeting and Christ- 
mas Bazaar have kept the members occu- 
pied. 

Berkeley branch has given $252 to the 
church trustees and generous contributions 
elsewhere. There are 53 members meeting 
monthly. 

The Oakland branch still feels the loss 
by death and removal of several members, 
but continues with 74 active and ten life 
members to count among the larger 
branches. Meetings twice each month 
and many appropriations made. 

At Fresno, the society has decided to 
purchase a lot for a new church building. 
In this movement the branch is interested 
and its prosperity assured. 

Santa Cruz reports, “During the year we 
have made a small addition to our parish 
house fund, paid $116 towards the running 
expenses of the church, bought a cabinet 
organ, cleaned the church and are now 
ready for the next duty.” 

The Society for Christian Work, First 
Church San Francisco has 265 members. 
“Our Society is beneficent in character, 
having for its purpose the increase of 
religious and moral culture, to examine 
demands for charity, and give relief to the 
extent of our ability. We have the pleas- 
ure of reporting that during the year we 
have expended approximately, for denomi- 
national work $500, for charities $1500. 
This includes ten dollars a month for the 
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Juvenile Court, five dollars a month for 
the District Nurse Fund, ten dollars per 
annum for the Cadet Corps connected 
with our Church, and rent and clothing 
for worthy persons, especially for Unitarian 
women who are in poverty. The book 
committee has distributed during the year 
about 2,800 books, magazines and papers, 
which will be increased during the present 
month to about 700 volumes more, to 
Hospitals, Almshouse, Sailors’ Home and 
others who are not commonly the re- 
cipients of this charity from other or- 
ganizations.” 

The branch at the Second Church, San 
Francisco has changed officers, Mrs. Rose 
H. Jenkins, 2818 Howard St. City, being 
the secretary. A lecture by Mr. Hudson, 
a concert and a Bazaar have supplied 
$720 for its use. 

At Portland, Oregon, the annual Bazaar 
was held in December. Among the new 
features were washable rugs, a cook-book 
of tested receipts, and an entire booth of 
beautiful bags. On the closing evening 
an entertainment of living pictures and 
music was given. 

The director for Oregon writing from 
Hood River says “The Portland Alliance 
is an old and strong one taking care of it- 
self and doing things on a large scale, but 
it is the new churches like our own precious 
one here that we all watch through its in- 
fancy, and care for and pray for, lest after 
the first enthusiasm cools it may lose 
ground and finally die. In our case, we 
are doing well.” The branch has un- 
dertaken to complete the basement of the 
church and put in a fine furnace. The 
very pretty room has been named Wm. G. 
Eliot Hall. The Living Calendar plan 
has been found an efficient and agreeable 
way of raising money, each month having 
the privilege of earning or securing the 
necessary sum in any way she chooses. 
Since the settlement of a regular pastor 
interest in the church has increased rapidly, 
and now that the building is finished the 
branch wishes to take up a literary course. 


The next reports to receive attention 
were from the extreme eastern coast, the 
State of Maine. 

The senior director says “‘ In the western 
part we have been keeping pace with the 
several past years, and an increase of in- 
terest in the real purpose of the Alliance 
is shown. The branches have held their 
regular meetings as usual. In two places 
the Alliance is all that is actively alive of 
the Unitarian church, but generally one 
of the greatest aids to a branch is the ap- 
preciation and fellowship given by the 
pastor of the church. Every branch feels 
the uplift of such companionship, or its 
lack.” 

In Augusta the secretary writes that 
she is going to give a surprise by leaving 
out her usual preamble of feebleness as 
a branch, knowing that the interest is 
more in the things done than those that 
have been left undone, which shows a 
courage and confidence born of something 
accomplished. For many years this 
branch has given $300 to the church. In 
the report of the Standing Committee 
acknowledgment of the work of the Alli- 
ance is made as “having for many years 
rendered more substantial and generous 
assistance, and more work being done by 
the women than many men realize.” 
A special meeting was held to hear Mrs. 
L. D. Carver, assistant State Librarian 
read her paper on The Psalms, which many 
were so fortunate as to hear at the Isles 
of Shoals. 

The nine members in Brunswick meet 
regularly on alternate Wednesdays. ‘‘All 
seem interested, seldom one stays away. 
We have the Pentateuch for study and 
find it interesting beyond our expectation. 
We are much interested in the Fort Fair- 
field church, so we have sent our money 
to them. We have a small P. O. Mission 
but everything seems so small that it 
hardly seems worth speaking about, but 
we want you to know that we still live.” 

Kennebunk regrets losses by death of 
valued members. Have made _ contri- 
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butions to Snow Hill and to various Alli- 
ance sales. The study class has taken up 
Unitarianism, its history, characteristics 
and leaders. 

The Farmington branch meets weekly. 
“Treasury low but courage good.” Has 
paid $200 for the new organ and is looking 
forward to a May fair. 

Portland reports regular meetings, the 
P. O. Mission and other committees carried 
on as usual. The autumn fair was omitted 
and a subscription taken amounting to 
$200. This with $300 from the Alliance 
treasury was given to the First Parish 
Society for general expenses. In October 
the annual Maine Conference was held in 
Portland, the Alliance providing enter- 
tainment. 

The Saco branch meets at the homes of 
the members, with a picnic tea and even- 
ing session, opening with a roll-call. The 
Theology of Civilization is being read and 
one meeting has been devoted to Emerson. 
Appeals for Fairs have been answered. 

Standish has 33 members and meets 
monthly with a full number of members 
always present. Are taking Dole’s ‘‘Com- 
ing People” and also reading Shakespeare. 
At a recent visit, the Director found a most 
interested and appreciative company of 
earnest women, who are the bone and 
sinew of the little orthodox church in the 
village, the old Unitarian church being 
closed. 

The Bangor branch report all interests 
in the church flourishing. The study pro- 
gramme has been miscellaneous and the 
average attendance twenty-eight. Mrs. 
Barrett aged 94, has not missed a meeting 
and has assisted at several. A reception 
was given the new pastor and fourteen 
clergymen of the city were present to wel- 
come the addition to their number. The 
annual barrel to Tuskegee and gifts in 
other directions have been made. 

The Channing League at Belfast holds 
alternately a literary and a social meeting. 
The subject of study has been Japan 
with several enjoyable talks by the pas- 
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tor. Two years ago the branch incurred a 
debt in re-furnishing the church parlors, 
from which they are now free and the whole 
tone of the report is happy, earnest and 
devoted. 

The Castine branch reports a prosperous 
condition in attendance, interest, and 
finances. It has a membership of thirty- 
five, with a good average attendance. A 
literary hour follows the devotional exer- 
cises, with an hour of social intercourse, 
with light refreshments. It reports the 
treasury not empty, and as they are not 
in debt, they “wish and mean to help 
the less fortunate branches.” Of the ten 
afternoons with literary exercises, six have 
been in charge of gentlemen, three being 
clergymen. 

The Eastport branch reports good at- 
tendance for such a winter and an interest- 
ing programme of study, Lives and Works 
of some American and English Writers. 
A successful Fair has enabled them to 
show good fellowship to other branches, 
to materially aid their own church and 
Sunday school and join in some charitable 
work. 

Having called Eastport the indefatigable 
branch, the director speaks of Ellsworth as 
an incessant branch, for their programme 
for the year announces thirty-two meet- 
ings, or perhaps functions, as besides six- 
teen “Study Meetings” they have seven 
suppers, three entertainments, a lecture, 
a fair, a Holiday party, a May party and 
two sewing meetings. Certainly plenty 
and variety, and no “point of inertia’’ in 
their circle. They are struggling bravely 
with the church debt they have assumed,— 
a debt comparatively small, but heavy 
when borne by a small society not wealthy. 
They are very generous, and when a call 
gives an opportunity to do, they are more 
than ready to be in the front rank of the 
forces of service. 

At Presque Isle the church is making 
a splendid record and the Alliance is shar- 
ing in all the work. The branch has raised 
$202.92, of which $105 has been devoted 
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to the church debt, $31 to music and no 
call for assistance has been left unanswered. 

The branch at Houlton sent an admir- 
able report of work done, including a 
weekly meeting for sewing, and many 
social affairs. A literary committee has 
presented a varied programme with several 
papers on Russia. All are working to pay 
the money borrowed to complete the 
church and parsonage, having twice been 
burned out. They were free from debt at 
the time of the last fire. ‘The branch ex- 
tends a cordial invitation to all who care 
to visit this isolated church and share its 
hospitality.” 


New Hampshire with 21 branches was 
prompt in reports. The Littleton branch 
meets twice a month with monthly suppers 
and is preparing for a midsummer sale. 
“The members are united, active and 
earnest.” 

The Charlestown branch is mourning the 
loss of an influential member, but keeps 
up two meetings each month, one for relig- 
ious reading and study, the other for 
secular reading and discussion. 

The Portsmouth branch is having an 
unusually prosperous year with much in- 
terest in Cheerful Letter work. They are 
preparing two travelling libraries, one of 
which is to circulate among the rural 
schools of N. H. to serve as supplementary 
reading to school text-books. In Janu- 
ary they had an address by Miss Bertha 
Langmaid, and have arranged for a stere- 
opticon lecture by Mrs. M. F. King of 
' Boston on March 7, whereby it is hoped 
that a large sum will be added to the 
treasury. 

Rochester reports “our courage is good’ 
and we are trying to do more than we 
did last year.” 

In Walpole, several societies including 
the Alliance branch have united under the 
name Unitarian Ladies Society, with a 
study class. Several excellent addresses 
have been given by prominent women on 
social and philanthropic subjects. 
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The branch in Wilton has taken up 
Cheerful Letter work and has a sewing 
class to sew for the poor. A lecture on 
Japan by Mrs. Lawrance of Winchester 
and one on Russia by Mr. Latimer of Salem 
have been interesting. 

The Wolfeborough secretary says “we 
are still struggling along.”’ Through the 
winter services are held in the Vestry 
the branch has repaired. 

In Exeter the Alliance meetings are 
very profitable and well attended. Among 
the speakers have been Mrs. Atherton and 
Dr. De Normandie. All energies are now 
directed towards the May Fair which will 
be the fiftieth held by this church on May 
day. 

At Bath the monthly meetings open 
with quotations from the Scriptures and 
the Lord’s Prayer. Christmas festivities 
and entertainments in January have been 
much enjoyed. This branch sends two 
members to represent it at the meeting 
of the Associate Alliance on Feb. 16th in 
Boston. 

The Cornish branch is prosperous and 
full of enthusiasm, holding fortnightly 
meetings. A Question Box has been 
added to the programme with success. 
Sewing for the poor and monthly socials 
give pleasure and help to the little com- 
munity. ‘The branch is proud to ac- 
knowledge its allegiance to the National 
Alliance.” 

At Francestown the branch has suffered 
much from sickness and death but is doing 
allit can. The members are always glad to 
hear from other branches as it gives them 
courage to keep on. They depend much 
upon an annual sale. 

At Franklin, the branch has heard 
three fine lectures from Rev. Mr. Bulkeley, 
Rev. Mr. Cummings and Oscar Fay Adams. 
They have been very successful in earning 
$500 which is largely absorbed by the par- 
sonage debt. They also pay the janitor 
and do all the good they can in small 
ways. The branch is beginning the study 
of Emerson and feel that they are prosper- 
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ing in every way. A delegate will be sent 
to the Associate Alliance. 

The branch at Lebanon reports well 
attended meetings and pleasant sociables. 
On Feb. 22d the gentlemen of the church 
give a supper, which will probably add a 
good sum to the treasury. 

Laconia also reports prosperity. Meet- 
ings are held at the homes and papers pre- 
pared by the members, this winter the 
subject being ‘The Works of Famous 
Women.” A Christmas Tree, Hallowe’en 
party, a Café concert and a successful fair, 
brought money to the branch. 

The secretary of the Manchester branch 
writes that notwithstanding the fact they 
have been without a minister so long they 
have performed their share of church work 
with no abatement of interest or enthusi- 
asm. They have missed the talks of their 
former pastor but have had readings 
from ‘Word and Work” and other items 
of religious news. A December sale was 
held from which they netted $200. In 
January a very successful annual supper 
was given, after which they were enter- 
tained by talks from Mr. Staples and Mr. 
St. John. 

The Peterboro branch continues to 
hold its meetings throughout the year, 
but some of the older ladies are unable to 
attend during the coldest weather. Like 
other New Hampshire branches they have 
just as much enthusiasm as ever, and while 
helping what they can in the support of 
their own church still try to do something 
to help a little in the great work of the 
Alliance. 

Nashua has not held any meetings since 
visited by Mrs. Fifield in the fall but in- 
tends to resume them soon. The proceeds 
of a Fair have been given towards the 
church debt. 

The Dover branch in its fifth year has a 
well planned programme for its fortnightly 
meetings, touching many lines of interest. 
The last meeting in April will comprise 
a review of the year’s work, financially, 
socially and spiritually considered. 
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The branch at Concord still numbers 
about ninety, and the fully attended meet- 
ings show that great interest is mani- 
fested in the work of the Alliance. An 
interesting program was prepared includ- 
ing a reading, by Mrs. Helen Cole Duf- 
field, ‘of The story of Jesus as told in 
the Gospels” which was enjoyed by a large 
number of members and friends. The 
usual December Sale and Supper was 
held netting a little over $237. While 
doing its share of church work this branch 
has sent money to Proctor Academy, 
Meadville and Wolfeboro, has helped in 
the Southern work and answered some 
appeals. At the January meeting it was 
voted to make Mrs. Buckshorn, the min- 
ister’s wife, a life member of the National 
Alliance. 


The four branches in Vermont are sus- 
taining the Alliance in that state. Brattle- 
boro has a well attended study class, and 
will resume other work with warmer 
weather. Burlington holds meetings every 
two weeks and had a successful Christmas 
sale. In Windsor everything is going 
well. Mrs. Kennedy as an Alliance mem- 
ber has put electric lights all over the 
church, which were first used at Christ- 
mas, and Miss Kennedy has given a very 
delightful reception to the Alliance. 

The Montpelier branch has done much 
in the way of sociables, Christmas sale, 
New England dinner and a proposed May 
breakfast. The Literary branch have a 
miscellaneous programme, three after- 
noons on Japan, one on Winter, when 
Snow Bound will be read and winter 
amusements will be discussed. The Lit- 
erary branch was entertained by the 
president in January and the same 
branch with guests held a reception at 
the church vestry at which 300 ladies 
were present. 


The branches in Rhode Island report 
regular meetings and active service. The 
branch at Westerly has increased its mem- 
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bership to twelve. The director says they 
are “able, loyal Unitarian women living 
in a community where our liberal faith is 
considered almost a crime.’ They are 
much interested in the religious news of 
the day and in the Cheerful Letter work 
and send gifts to other branches. They 
are looking forward to trolley connection 
which may bring them in touch with the 
society in New London. 

Providence First Church always efficient 
in philanthropic work has added to its ac- 
tivities by calling a special meeting to con- 
sider the matter of petitioning the Legisla- 
ture to appoint two women on the State 
Board of Charities and Corrections. For 
several years this Alliance has been repre- 
sented in the Local Council of Women, 
which aims to do much for the public 
good. As it already owns stock in the 
Improved Tenement Corporation, which 
owes its origin to this branch of the 
Alliance, it was decided to petition for a 
Charter and become incorporated. The 
annual Bazar was unusually successful add- 
ing a little over $500 to the treasury. A 
pleasant feature was that P. O. M. corre- 
spondents sent contributions, one sending 
specimens of minerals and another some 
bead work. The literary programme has 
been excellent with a Trip to the Holy Land 
by Mr. Gilman, a stirring appeal from 
Mr. St. John on Denominational Work, 
Mr. Solley on Young People in the Church 
and an account of the St. Louis Exposition 
by a member. Much money has been dis- 
bursed including $100 for P. O. Mission, 
$50 for southern work, $50 to Calhoun 
School, $10 to Richmond and $50 for 
Memorial Tablet in the church. 

The Westminster branch Providence has 
a good programme and the members “are 
as alert as ever, each one being appointed 
to some duty which naturally increases 
her interest.’ 

“The Olney Street branch Providence 
has held regular meetings throughout the 
year, our enthusiasm being manifested by 
a continuance of the meetings through the 
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hot summer months. . During the first 
half of the winter owing to the unavoid- 
able interim of Sunday services, the “Alli- 
ance held extra evening meetings of a so- 
cial and literary character to keep up 
parish activities. At our regular monthly 
meetings we have enjoyed the reading of 
inspiring papers and discussion and have 
been able to mark the year with practical 
efforts to aid private individuals and pub- 
lic charities, such as donating useful arti- 
cles to the Providence District Nursing 
Association and repairing or making over 
articles of worn clothing for distribution 
among the poor. The principal aim and 
effort of our branch, however, is directed 
towards the upbuilding of the church and 
the re-establishment of a building for pub- 
lic worship in the North End of Provi- 
dence. We have been able to respond as 
requested to sister branches soliciting fi- 
nancial and other aid, and we are planning 
to send one or more delegates to the New 
England Associate Alliance to be held 
Feb. 16th in Boston and to part pay their 
expenses. Three of our members are in- 
terested in Cheerful Letter work and keep 
their distant correspondents supplied with 
reading matter and occasional letters 
which have brought replies. One dollar 
has been sent to Salt Lake City and $1.50 
for three copies of the Cheerful Letter.” 

(In form the above excellent report is 
almost exactly what the Directors desire 
from the branches to present to the 
Board.) 


In Connecticut the Hartford branch 
which is the oldest, still holds its own, meet- 
ing regularly, but needing Unitarian com- 
panionship more than anything else. The 
members are very appreciative of advice 
and help, but the secretary writes “We 
feel that we are outside the Unitarian 
belt.”” The Derby branch has thirty 
members with meetings wholly devoted 
to sewing. The branch pays the church 
rental, insurance, and some other expenses. 
P. O. Mission and Cheerful Letter com- 
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mittees are at work and something is given 
each year to the southern circuits. New 
London feels small and unimportant and 
holds meetings but seldom. Williman- 
tic also meets only when called by the 
president. Sewing is done for the needy, 
and southern work and Fort Fairfield 
have been helped. Brooklyn holds meet- 
ings very irregularly and all money raised 
is used for the church. Dinners have 
been served for the annual meeting of the 
Agricultural Society and the Worcester 
Society of Antiquities, and sewing has 
been done for the State Hospital. 


The New England Associate Alliance 
held its midwinter meeting on Feb. 16, 
at the Second Church, Boston, which 
was completely filled with representatives 
from the New England branches. Rev. 
Mr. Van Ness, the pastor, welcomed the 
audience and made the opening prayer. 
He was followed by Rev. G. W. Kent of 
Providence who spoke on Unitarianism 
in Rhode Island. This was in pursuance 
of the plan adopted by the Associate 
Alliance to give an account of conditions 
in each New England state. 

In accordance with the wish of the 
National President the subject for dis- 
cussion was Membership Fees, and was 
opened by Mrs. Fifield who explained 
as clearly as possible the difference be- 
tween national and local member- 
ship, stating the uses to which the one 
third of the membership fees are put, the 
needs of the Executive Board, the advan- 
tages and necessity of national member- 
ship and the limitations of membership 
in a branch only. The provision of a 
local membership fee, less than one dollar, 
was never intended for a whole branch, 
but for individuals in any branch. The 
discussion ably conducted by the presid- 
ing officer was enlightening and useful. 

The hospitality of the Second Church 
branch was amply shown at the lunch 
hour which afforded a happy time for 


friendly greetings. The afternoon ses- 
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sion was made memorable by the pres- 
ence of Mrs. Julia Ward Howe, who read 
a bright and hopeful address on The work 
of Unitarian Women, giving those pres- 
ent an opportunity of hearing this noble 
woman at her best. 

Letters of regret were read from Miss 
Elizabeth P. Channing, Mrs. J. W. An- 
drews and Mrs. B. Ward Dix, each being 
kept away by ill health. Altogether the 
day was one of unusual interest and en- 
thusiasm. 


It is a growing custom for a branch to 
make its minister’s wife, its president 
or some honored member, a Life Member 
of the National Alliance. This ensures 
a continued interest and is a graceful 
recognition where earnest work has been 
done. Life Members receive all Alliance 
literature and have a perpetual vote at 
business meetings. The Life Member- 
ship Fund now accumulating will in time 
be of material use to the Executive Board, 


Branches are notified that the annual 
report for the Manual must be ready this 
year promptly, that the Manual may be 
printed in time for the National Confer- 
ence. Blanks will be sent to secretaries 
on April 15th and should be returned 
completely filled out before June first. 
Last year many blanks had not been re- 
turned in August, severely hampering the 
work of the corresponding secretary, who 
must either wait and delay the printer or 
leave out the delinquent branches alto- 
gether. 


The appeals stand as follows: 


Hort Pairtiel dita eee $140.00 

ichita, 2. oe ced eee 306.25 
Saltak eiCitiv 9. cass eae 176.50 
Greentitarbory crease ane aee 135.00 
Pueblow iia. cccias ahaa eee ae 774.00 
MeadvilleStudent .. 5. . 3. 80.00 
Indians polissacemcmy. an ee maine 929.00 
Mort aC@oll siete cae ee 500.00 


The next meeting will be held March 
10, 1905 with reports from Middle West, 
Central States and Rocky Mountains. 

Massachusetts reports will appear in a 
future number of Word and Work. 


Young People’s Religious Unton 
of the Unitarian Church 
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At the Convention. 


One who tries to gather up the best 
things that a convention of the Religious 
Education Association has to offer, has 
indeed a strenucus week of listening to 
many voices, to say nothing of the strain 
caused by the necessity of choosing be- 
tween the simultaneous afternoon meet- 
ings of many departments. Nevertheless, 
Iam sure that all who attended felt more 
than repaid for their efforts. 

The opportunity to join personally and 
actively in this splendid movement 
for broad, united, inter-denominational,— 
or better, undenominational,—insistence 
upon moral and spiritual values and 
upon rational methods of attaining them, 
seemed such a clear call to the more active 
among our young people, that we tried to 
help the cause along by mailing to the 
secretaries of the nearby Unions,—and to 
the others as long as copies held out,—the 
program of the Convention. Those who 
have not received a copy would do well 
to drop a card for one to the Executive 
Office, R. E. A., 153 La Salle Street, Chicago. 

To every zealous worker along the lines 
of the Y. P. R. U. principles I heartily 
recommend membership in the R. E. A. 
Such membership enrolls one’s name 
among the foremost “workers” in all the 
church and school activities of our land, 
gives a breadth of interest impossible to 
the mere ‘denominationalist” (large 
though the word may seem), and secures 
each year the published volume of the 
speeches and discussions,—thereby bring- 
ing the Convention within the reach of 
even the most distant. It is to be remem- 
bered also, that a Society may join in a 
body on the same terms as an individual. 
These ‘Proceedings of the Convention” 
always contain much material suited to 


Mr. Aveustus J. Borprn, Treasurer 


the needs of the young people in their 
meetings. 

Let me give here one echo from the de- 
partment meeting of “Young People’s 
Societies.”” The first session was devoted 
to an address by the Rev. Spenser B. 
Meeser, D.D., on “‘A More Comprehensive 
Basis for the Union of Young People in 
their Societies.” The rapid fire of discus- 
sion which followed showed that the 
methods of working for the strengthening 
of the life of the young people need better 
co-ordination in many churches. 

Mr. Meeser’s paper was, in substance, a 
protest against the exclusive “devotional” 
basis for a Young People’s Union: it was 
opposed with no small degree of strenuous- 
ness by representatives of the Christian 
Endeavorers and of the Epworth League, 
who pointed out that any and all allied 
activities were attainable through ‘“Com- 
mittees” of the ‘“Endeavor” or ‘‘League”’ 
members. But this did not really meet 
the point which Mr. Meeser raised,— 
namely, that many young people who are 
not willing to take the devotional pledge 
are working in other lines (study, enter- 
tainment, social service, for instance), and 
that these various lines of work would be 
best co-ordinated by uniting all (the 
devotional meetings included) upon an 
equal footing in a federate body, the 
Young People’s Union, where each line 
of work could speak for itself and so 
exercise a natural influence upon every 
other branch. 

What is the bearing of this discussion 
upon our own work? My own answer to 
this question I must leave for another time, 
as space is limited. Meanwhile the in- 
vitation is cordially extended to you all to 
assist in clearing up the problem by con- 
tributing, for the benefit of the ‘Word 
and Work” message, your own thoughts 
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upon the matter. Remember how many 
churches in our denomination are with- 
out the young people’s religious meetings, 
and you will see that the problem affects 
us closely. 

j, Carnteron AMES WHEELER. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS, MONTHLY MEETING. 


The 7th regular meeting of the Board of 
Directors of the Young People’s Religious 
Union was adjourned from Tues. Feb. 7, 
to Tues. Feb. 14. 

On Feb. 14, Mr. Wheeler called the meet- 
ing to order at 1 o’clock, with Mr. Vail, Mr. 
Melcher, Mr. Harrington, Miss Jones, and 
Miss Loring, present. 

The minutes of the last meeting were 
read and accepted as read. 


Voted: That of the total $300 pledged to Pueblo, 
$150 be sent on Feb. 15. 

Voted: That the Secretary send out to the 
Unions that have not contributed to Pueblo, 
postal cards, reminding them of the date. 

Voted: That a cordial invitation be given to 
Mr. Goldsmith to speak forthe Y. P. R. U. at the 
meeting at the Isles of Shoals. 

Voted: That the Chairman ofthe Publication 
Committee be authorized to begin work on next 
year’s Topic Lists, and if he has not enough pro- 
grams from the Unions, that he send out a letter 
asking for them. 


The bills for the past month were ap- 
proved. 


Voted: That a hearty vote of thanks be sent 
to the members of Boston Federation for their 
kindness in offering to give $75. to the National 
Union, to be used in sending a speaker through 
New Jersey. 

Voted: That the Secretary send a letter of 
thanks to Mr. Free, and to Mr. Holmes, for what 
they have done in furnishing the Union with the 
Pamphlet called “How Should the Work of a Re- 
ligious Union be Conducted?” 

Voted: That a special notice be sent to all the 
secretaries suggesting that Mr. Free’s pamphlet 
be read at one of their meetings. 

Voted: That the President appoint a Policy 
Committee of 3, which shall report on plans for 
next year before the May meeting. 

Voted: To adjourn. 


Emity B. Osporn, 
Secretary. 


Secretary Lists. 


The following changes have been made 
in the list of the secretaries, and every 
one who has a copy should note the cor- 
rections at once. 


Topeka, Kans... . Y¥. P. R. U. (Pres.) 
Rev. Abram Wyman, 105 Greenwood Ave. 


Rochester, N.Y... .(New Union)... 
Y.P. R. U. (8) Miss Isla Slocum. . . 58 
Brighton St. 


Speaking Trip. 

The money that Boston Federation so 
kindly voted to the National Union, to 
send out a speaker, is going to be made 
the most of. Rev. A. D. K. Shurtleff, of 
Chelmsford Mass., is to represent the 
Union, and he will leave Boston on Sun- 
day, February 26. So many Unions out- 
side of New Jersey are anxious to hear 
our representative that we have had to 
extend the trip. Mr. Shurtleff will prob- 
ably visit about a dozen churches in 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey. 


Postage. 


Thirty-eight people have responded 
to Mr. Wheeler’s article on ‘‘Word and 
Work” postage, in the February number. 
One kind friend sent us a check for $2.00, 
and another sent us $5.00. Besides these 
very generous ‘payments” we have re- 
ceived $9.27 in coin, and $3.30 in postage 
stamps. We heartily thank all those 
who have sent us “postage” and assure 
them that they have lightened the Union’s 
expenses very much. 


Pueblo, Colorado. 


On February 15th, the date set for giv- 
ing its money to Pueblo, the Young Peo- 
ple’s Religious Union sent $150.00, or one- 
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half of the amount promised. We hope to 
be able to send the rest very soon. We 
want to thank all the Unions that have 
already contributed to this fund, and to 
remind the others once more of this oppor- 
tunity for service. 
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Union Notes. 


{This column is to be filled by contributions 
from the Secretaries of local unions. All copy 
should be sent to Miss Emily B. Osborn, 25 Beacon 
St., Boston, before the twentieth of each month.) 

Complaints sometimes come in to Room 
11 from officers of Unions who have 
written to the other Unions and received 
no reply. The surest and most courteous 
way of promoting good feeling between 
the Unions is by replying promptly to 
invitations and letters. 


Newport, R.I.—‘Channing Guild. The 
Guild is having a very successful year. 
The work is carried on by five committees 
—worship, study, service, entertainment, 
and flower. ... A religious service is held 
on the first Sunday evening of each month. 
Each meeting is conducted by a member 
of the Guild, and it has been proven that 
the larger the number who take part, the 
greater the interest in the service.” 


Albany, N.Y.—“ Unity Club was organ- 
ized in April 1896 and in April 1897 be- 
came enrolled in the Young People’s 
Religious Union. It has been our aim to 
make the Club as liberal as possible and 


to this end the following section was in- 
serted in our constitution, ‘Art. 6, Sec. I 
—While this organization is especially in 
the interests of young people, eligibility 
to membership in this club shall not de- 
pend upon age or religious faith.’ We 
have the gratifying result of having in 
our fellowship representatives from almost 
every denomination in our good old city, 
all working together and feeling that they 
have a perfect right to speak their convic- 
tions, and that they will have a respectful 
hearing. 

“The work of the Club is divided into 
four sections, namely Ethical & Religious 
Section, Social Section, Literary Section, 
and Philanthropic and Sociological Section. 
Each section is under the direction of a 
chairman well qualified to take charge of 
the work entrusted to him. Friday 
evening is known as Unity Club night and 
under the auspices of one section or 
another there is a meeting every Friday 
evening from October to May inclusive. 

“The Ethical and Religious Section. 
Under the direction of this section a series 
of conferences are held, occupying two 
Friday evenings of each month. At 
each conference there is an opening 
address or reading of a paper, not ex- 
ceeding twenty minutes, followed by an 
address of not more than fifteen minutes 
opening the discussion, after which all 
present are invited to participate. 

“Social Section. Under the auspices 
of this section, an entertainment and 
social is given once a month. The en- 
tertainment usually consists of a short 
drama or farce, and this is followed by 
dancing, and refreshments are served by 
the Ladies of the Women’s Alliance. 

“The Literary Section. Under the di- 
rection of this section eight lectures are 
given by men who are an authority on 
the subjects assigned them. 

“The Sociological Section. Under the 
auspices of this section eight lectures 
are given, one each month, on Sunday 
evenings, and after the address the sub- 
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ject is open to free discussion by all 
present.”’ 


Toronto, Canada—‘. . . At the last 
meeting 40 or 50 sat down to supper. 
We find the suppers a great success. It 
seems that no form of meeting is so con- 
ducive to sociability as the breaking of 
bread together. We are helping in little 
ways other good works outside the church. 
We support a cot, called the ‘Unity Cot’ 
in the summer home of the Sick Chil- 
dren’s Hospital. We help a boys’ insti- 
tute, which is non-sectarian, and supply 
the pulpit in the Church with flowers 
every Sunday... .” 


San Diego, Cal. . . Buying a piano 
for our club room may have been rather 
a large undertaking for so small a club, 
but we already feel that it has helped 
to make our meetings more interesting, 
and it is a help to all the auxiliaries of 
the church... .” 


Bedjord Guild, Mass —“. . . Your ap- 
peal came at a time when we had very 
little money in our treasury, and although 
we had decided for this year to devote 
our efforts chiefly to raising money for 
our own church, we could not let your 
appeal go by unheeded; at a recent special 
business meeting we voted to send you 
$3, out of money to be raised by a drama 
to be given by the Guild January 31st.... 

We have always been glad to do our 
part in helping along the formation of 
new Unions and in furthering liberal re- 
ligious education, and only regret that 
at this time we cannot make a larger ap- 
propriation. 

Perhaps the readers of the Word and 
Work would like to know what we are 
doing. We have an active Guild and 
have good attendances at our religious 
meetings held Sunday evenings. 

Last winter we ran a series of whist 
parties and socials, and chief among our 
appropriations was one of $100 for the 


care of the Church Common. Of this 
amount we spent $88 last summer in 
keeping it looking attractive, and in the 
Fall, with the balance and a few dollars 
additional, we paid for installing an elec- 
tric light on the Common. 

We have an enthusiastic visiting com- 
mittee whose members visit the sick people 
and take with them flowers to make the sick 
chamber more cheerful, the Guild being 
responsible for the expense. 

We are just making out our sehedule 
for the next term, and in the future are 
to have our religious meetings every Sun- 
day evening instead of every other Sun- 
day. Our Guild is growing and we have 
bright hopes for the future.” 


Dorchester, Mass. ...The ‘“Lawrance 
Union” of the Third Religious Society, Dor- 
chester, gave a Social, on Thursday Feb- 
ruary 9th., extending to neighboring 
Unions their hospitality. Although the 
evening was a very stormy one, forty 
young people were present. 

A pleasing feature of the evening’s 
entertainment was a “Conversational 
Dance.” 


“Conversational Dance.” 


Cards were given out, upon which were 
written topics for conversation, in dance 
order fashion. The gentlemen went 
among the ladies engaging topics. After 
all orders had been filled, two minutes 
were given to talk on each subject. At 
the close of the game the gentlemen were 
asked to write down the name of the lady, 
who he thought was the best conversa- 
tionalist and, vice versa. 

Prizes were awarded to the two receiv- 
ing the most votes. 


Points and Lines. 


The “Fair” is to be held this coming 
autumn. This is for the benefit of those 
who rightly found the article last month 
indefinite upon this point. 
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“A Book of Days” has been a great 
success. The entire edition of 2,500 
copies was disposed of, and the National 
Union cleared $308.88. 


The sum invited as a “postage” con- 
tribution was set at eight cents, because 
8 numbers of Word and Work are to ap- 
pear in 1904-5. 


Unions joining the “Program Exchange”’ 
need send but one program to the National 
office. 


Twenty-four societies have sent in 
their 1904-5 contributions to the National 
Union, to the amount of $132. Next! 


Five calendars have just been returned, 
and are for sale in the office at the old 
price, 50c. 


Copies of the Autograph Calendar 
(1902), or of the Savage Calendar (1904), 
will be given to any of our friends who 
can make use of them, personally or phil- 
anthropically. State the number desired. 


A Correction. 

The statement that Erie, Penn. had 
sent a copy of its program to each of the 
other Unions was a mistake. German- 
town, Penn. was the Union that did this, 
and thereby started the Program Ex- 
change. 


Next Year. 


How shall we spend our money in 
1905-06? In what line can we use our 
strength to the greatest advantage? To 
whom will our assistance be worth the 
most? 

These are the questions that are very 


shortly to come before the Board of Di- 
rectors, and then in May before the Dele- 
gates from all the Unions. The policy 
for next year must be mapped out now, 
and every Union is urged to consider 
the question very seriously and to send 
suggestions to headquarters. Any criti- 
cism on this year’s policy and suggestions 
for that of next year, will be gladly re- 
ceived and carefully considered. It is 
hardly fair for Unions to say nothing at 
the time when the policy is being out- 
lined, and then afterwards to criticise 
the actions of the Directors. If Presi- 
dents of Unions would bring up this ques- 
tion of what work to do in the coming 
year, at meetings in March, would tell us 
at headquarters what their Unions think 
and would instruct their delegates or 
proxies how to vote at the Annual Meet- 
ing, a great deal of unnecessary trouble 
would be averted. After all it is the 
Unions who are responsible for what is 
done, whether they positively vote for a 
measure or whether they tacitly give 
their consent. 


1906 Calendar 


In the work of planning the new calen- 
dar the Committee have received many 
helpful suggestions both as to form and 
matter, and many types of calendars have 
been compared. The scheme adopted 
plans for a leaf for each week, with a new 
and excellent arrangement for dates, and 
spaces for engagements. Quotations of 
about four or five lines each are to head 
each page, and the note to be struck in 
these is the home life and home happi- 
ness. Any aid in making these selections 
will be appreciated by the Committee. 

Freperic G. Metcuer, Chairman, 
44 Norwood Ave., 
Newton Centre, Mass. 
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The meetings of Anniversary 
Week in Boston begin May 
21st, and it is to be hoped 
that the people of our churches are pro- 
posing to rally in large number in at- 
tendance upon the interesting series of 
meetings already planned. All the na- 
tional societies hold their annual business 
meetings at that time, the Sunday-School 
Society having recently transferred its an- 
nual meeting from October to May. It is 
too early to announce the details of the 
program, but it may be announced that 
the anniversary sermon is to be preached 
by the Rev. Merle St. C. Wright of New 
York, and that the paper at the Berry 
Street Conference is to be given by Pro- 
fessor Francis A. Christie of Meadville, 
Pa. The preliminary programs will be 
ready for distribution in the course of a 
month, and it is hoped that final announce- 
ments can be made in the next issue of 
Word and Work. 


Anniversary 
Week. 


Our ministers and socie- 
ties are reminded that the 
annual contributions from the churches 
for the work of the national Associa- 
tion are due before April 30th. The 
purposes and results of the work of the 
Association are such as to justify the 
generous interest and help of all the people 


Contributions. 


Fraxois H. Linooun, Treasurer 
CO. L. StesBins, Publication Agent 


of our churches. The amelioration of re- 
ligious opinion in America which is taking 
place brings with it ever new responsibili- 
ties. There are demands for constructive, 
patriotic service which daily seek an an- 
swer. The Association depends upon the 
generosity of the churches to carry on the 
work for which they have organized and 
commissioned it. That is the ideal parish 
in which every member feels it his privi- 
lege and responsibility for the work of the 
fellowship at large. 


The officers of the Association 
have no hesitation or reluc- 
tance in urging generous response to the 
appeals of the directors of the Association 
for financial support, for their own sala- 
ries are in no way involved. It is not suffi- 
ciently appreciated that, contrary to the 
practice of most charitable and missionary 
organizations, the running expenses of our 
Association, that is the salaries of officers 
and the expenses of the administrative 
machinery, are met entirely from the in- 
come of the endowment. Every dollar 
contributed by Churches and Sunday 
Schools and Alliances and Individuals goes 
right into the field work. That is an ex- 
ceptionally happy situation, and it ought 
to particularly commend the work of the 


Machinery. 
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Association. The amount of field work 
that can be done depends, that is, abso- 
lutely upon the gifts of the churches and 
friends of this cause. At present the di- 
rectors are constrained to use almost all the 
funds entrusted to them in the mainte- 
nance of work already established and they 
await the increasing generosity of our 
people to enable them to go forward. 


In ninety-nine cases out of a 
hundred the success of raising 
the annual contribution to the 
Association in our free churches rests on 
the initiative and tactful energy of the 
minister, but obviously in his efforts he 
needs the sympathy and co-operation of 
all the people. No authority outside of 
our independent parishes exists which can 
compel the adoption of wise methods of 
raising the missionary money. Our Con- 
ferences may resolve, our Directors may 
plead, but nothing comes of it unless the 
churches adjust their methods to the plans 
which have been proved good in the ex- 
perience of all missionary societies. It is 
perfectly well known that a box collection 
is an inadequate method of securing 
money, yet probably more than half the 
churches of our fellowship continue to use 
this obsolete and discredited method. If 
better methods are not adopted it must 
be because of some local inertia which 
ought to be overcome. The large givers 
to the work of the Association are not al- 
ways the richest churches. They are 
often churches which have but little 
wealth but which use efficient methods of 
collection. 


Collection 
Methods. 


The Secretary of the Associa- 
tion has given his illustrated 
lecture on ‘The Planting of 
Free Churches,” at the Unitarian Club, 
Boston, January 11, Parker Memorial, 
Boston, January 15, Cambridgeport, Jan- 
uary 29, Lowell, February 19, Essex Con- 
ference at Beverly, February 22, West 
Somerville, February 24, Winchester, Feb- 


Illustrated 
Lecture. 


ruary 26, Marblehead, March 1, John 
Eliot Club, Roxbury, March 2, Milton, 
March 4, Bridgewater, March 5, First Par- 
ish, Cambridge, March 10, Clinton, March 
12, Unitarian Club, Providence, March 14, 
Brighton, March 15, Melrose, March 17, 
Norfolk Church, Dorchester, March 19, 
Newport, March 23, Third Religious So- 
ciety, Dorchester, March 24. His next 
appointments are at Syracuse, N.Y. March 
27, Rochester, N.Y., March 28, Buffalo, 
N.Y., March 29, Cleveland, O., March 30, 
Meadville, Pa., March 31, Pittsburg, Pa., 
April 1, Lancaster, Pa., April 2, New Jer- 
sey Unitarian Club, in New York City, 
April 3, First Church, Boston, April 5, 
Pittsfield, April 9. 


The library of the Association 
has recently received two valu- 
able consignments of books from the heirs 
of the Rev. William J. Potter, of New 
Bedford, and the Rev. Charles T. Brooks 
of Newport. The gifts which have come 
from the libraries of these two honored 
leaders fill some of the gaps in the collec- 
tion but we are still far from the fulfil- 
ment of our purpose to maintain at the 
national headquarters a complete library 
of Unitarian history. We desire to pre- 
serve and to make useful all books by 
Unitarians or about Unitarians and we 
invite our ministers and friends to re- 
member the library of the Association 
whenever they have books to give away 
or to bequeath. Another notable recent 
gift to the library is that of the manu- 
script copy of Channing’s Baltimore ser- 
mon which Mrs. John W. Chadwick has 
entrusted to the Association. 


Library. 


The one hundredth anniver- 
sary of the birth of James 
Martineau (April 21st) ought 
to prove an interesting and significant 
occasion in all our churches. All who are 
acquainted with the progress of religious 
thought in the Nineteenth Century recog- 
nize Dr. Martineau as a seer and a prophet 


Martineau 
Centenary. 
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of spiritual Christianity. It is to be hoped 
that the ministers will take some fitting 
opportunity to commemorate Dr. Mar- 
tineau’s life and teaching. The Associa- 
tion has arranged with Rev. Albert 
Lazenby, who was a pupil of Martineau’s, 
to give a course of four lectures in King’s 
Chapel, Boston, at three o’clock in the 
afternoon of Friday, March 31, and the 
three succeeding Fridays. The topics to 
be: March 31, ‘Martineau, the Prophet of 
Theism;” April 7, ‘Martineau, the In- 
terpreter of Conscience;”’ April 14, ‘‘Mar- 
tineau, the Apostle of Christianity ;” April 
21, ‘Martineau and Modern Unitarianism.” 
Arrangements can be made with Mr. 
Lazenby, who can be addressed at 101 
Trowbridge Street, Cambridge, to deliver 
one or more of these lectures in other 
places during the month of April. No 
season of the year is more fitting for grate- 
ful remembrance of Martineau than that 
in which the churches celebrate the Im- 
mortal Hope. A worthy memorial of 
Martineau will be in perfect harmony with 
the spirit of Easter. 


For the two weeks preceding 
Easter the American Unitarian 
Association, in co-operation with 
the Second Church in Boston, will hold a 
series of special services at the Second 
Church in Copley Square. The meetings 
of this series are to be held every night, 
except Saturdays and Sundays from April 
10th, through April 2ist. The general 
subject will be ‘Beliefs that Control Life.” 
Each meeting begins at 5 p.m. and con- 
tinues not longer than one hour. There 
will be special music, including a good deal 
of congregational singing. The branches 
of the Young People’s Religious Union in 
the vicinity have been especially invited 
to come in groups to aid in the singing. 
The preachers will be Monday, April 10, 
Rev. Charles E. St. John and Rev. Thomas 
Van Ness; Tuesday, April 11, Rev. Ed- 
ward D. Towle; Wednesday, April 12, 
Rev. Adelbert Lathrop Hudson; Thursday, 


Lenten 
Services. 


April 13, Rev. John Haynes Holmes; Fri- 
day, April 14, Rev. Charles E. Park; 
Monday, April 17, Rev. James Eells; 
Tuesday, April 18, Rev. Frank W. Pratt; 
Wednesday, April 19, Rev. Eugene R. 
Shippen; Thursday, April 20, Rev. Paul 
Revere Frothingham; Friday, April 21, 
Communion Service. Rev. Charles G. 
Ames, D.D. 

On some days these meetings may seem 
to conflict with meetings held in other 
Boston churches, but the ministers of 
those churches have heartily assented to 
this arrangement and are giving their 
personal co-operation. Doubtless when 
there are two Unitarian meetings at the 
same hour both will find large numbers 
in attendance. The addresses are to be 
brief, and each speaker will present some 
great conviction which he holds to be 
vitally essential to the moral and spiritual 
welfare of mankind. 


The first loan from this 
fund was made February 
4, 1885. On March 1, 
1905, twenty years later, 139 loans had 
been made amounting to $365,730. Sixty- 
four of these loans are outstanding with 
balances to be paid amounting to $131,- 
093.37, in sums varying from $50, to 
$11,400. Loans have been made usually 
to be repaid in ten annual instalments. 
In eight cases the payments have been 
made to extend beyond ten years, and in 
fourteen cases they have been payable in 
less than ten years. The following table 
will show the amounts of the loans: 


Church Building 
Loan Fund. 
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4,000 “ “ “ “ “ 
of 

3 oe 
2 sf 7,000. 
1 “oe 
1 s 15,000. 


The large loans have been exceptional 
and for extraordinary reasons, and have 


required special votes. There have been 
since the beginning only two foreclosures, 
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and no property is now held under fore- 
closure. The calls have been so many 
during the past year that all the money 
now on hand is held for loans already 
voted, and payments are being made as 
the building of the churches progresses 
so that the committee is not in a position 
at the present time to consider any new 
loans. In some cases loans have been 
promised before the money was actually 
in hand, but it has been found in practice 
that this method is undesirable and the 
committee will make no further promises 
for loans unless the money to cover them 
isin hand. While the amount of the fund 
seems sufficient for the ordinary calls still 
there are times of extraordinary activity 
in church building which would enable 
the Directors to use a larger fund if they 
had it. The present capital of the fund 
is $142,460.45. 


The officers of the Association 
at this time of the year re- 
ceive many letters from min- 
isters in distant parts of the country ask- 
ing for opportunities for summer preach- 
ing in New England. It is obviously very 
desirable that ministers who work in iso- 
lated fields should as often as possible get 
into touch with the larger work of our 
fellowship and visit the sections of the 
country where our cause is strong. The 
expenses of railroad travel make this, how- 
ever, difficult for most ministers and they 
naturally are anxious to meet a part of 
this expense by preaching appointments. 
The officers of the Association greatly re- 
gret their inability to meet the expecta- 
tions of these friends. It is beyond their 
power to provide remunerative preaching 
opportunities in New England churches. 
Most of these churches are closed during 
the summer months and those which re- 
main open are either supplied by their own 
ministers or by ministers invited by the 
local parish committees. The Summer 
preaching stations maintained by the As- 
sociation at the Coast resorts and else- 


Summer 
Preaching. 


where offer opportunity of service indeed 
but, as arule, the preachers work without 
pay. Often our friends from a distance 
reading the reports of the Summer work 
conducted by the Association come natu- 
rally to believe that there are many chances 
to earn travelling expenses. They fail to 
appreciate that this work is for the most 
part done for love. 


; These meetings began 
The Special Meet- 


ings at Norfolk Saas , : mee 
Church, Dorchester. PEO OER UNS 
each night except- 


ing Saturdays, to March 12th. Field 
Agent Brown conducted all the services 
and made all the announcements. Cards 
announcing the meetings and speakers 
were printed each week and distributed 
largely through the neighborhood in mail 
boxes and at the doors. A blackboard 
with a fresh announcement for each day 
was placed in front of the church. It 
was found best to have but one speaker 
for each evening. His sermon with much 
hearty congregational singing, prayer and 
Scripture reading by the minister of the 
church, or some visiting minister, and an 
occasional special singing made up the 
usual program. A collection was taken 
each night. One informal conference 
was held when half a dozen laymen spoke 
as the spirit moved on the religious and 
moral life. The ministers taking part in 
these services have been Rev. Messrs. 
Eells, F. W. Pratt, Hudson, Horner, G. F. 
Pratt, E. R. Shippen, Gauld, Huxtable, 
W. T. Brown, Wicks, Frothingham, Apple- 
bee, and Dole. The speaking was wholly 
without manuscript. The subjects treated 
were constructively religious and ethi- 
cal, upon such subjects as ‘Giving One’s 
Self to God,” “God’s Fatherhood,” ‘The 
Christ in One’s own Heart,” “ Unitarian 
Worship,” “Where Shall a Plain Man 
Take Hold on Religion?” and “Faith.” 
The meetings often lifted the congrega- 
tion to a high plain of devotion and re- 
solve. 
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Very great help was given by the Chan- 
ning Club. From one to ten members of 
this Club attended each meeting of the 
series, Mr. Walter M. Hatch, the Presi- 
dent, being particularly devoted in his 
personal attendance and other services 
rendered. The Channing Club also voted 
an appropriation of $50, towards the ex- 
penses of the meetings. Groups of helpers 
from the First Parish, Dorchester, often 
accompanied their minister, Mr. Shippen, 
in loyal support of this effort. Special 
music was given upon several occasions 
by the choir of the Wollaston Unitarian 
Church, by Mr. Abbot of the Channing 
Club, by a quartette brought by Mr. 
Hatch, and also by Mr. and Mrs. F. W. 
Woodcock, Mrs. William Penn and others 
of All Souls’ Church, Roxbury. 

Rev. B. F. McDaniel, pastor of the 
church, was indefatigable in his personal 
devotion to the meetings. The average 
attendance for the 19 meetings was fifty- 
two of which number forty were persons 
from the local community, the remainder 
being helping friends from other places. 
From first to last the meetings were of 
large benefit and encouragement to the 
people of the local church. They also 
drew back and claimed the enthusiastic 
interest of a number of families who had 
fallen away from the church. They drew 
in a few new families, but in this last par- 
ticular did not prove as successful as had 
been hoped. It did not prove possible 
to carry on the meetings long enough to 
accomplish the results aimed at in the way 
of reaching the outlying community, but 
the Friday and Sunday evening services 
are to be continued for some weeks to 
come, and may serve to extend the results 
of the previous meetings. 

On the whole the results of the meetings 
have been notable. The society was in 
a state of great despair, its business com- 
mittee being practically ready to recom- 
mend the selling of the church. All the 
members of the society are now full of 
renewed enthusiasm. On the closing Sun- 
day of the special meetings fifty persons 


publicly joined the church being received 
by the pastor’s right hand of fellowship. 
The Sunday morning attendance is very 
much larger than it has been for a long 
time. The pledged income for the society 
for the next year will be $500 in excess of 
what the local committee thought it 
could be a month ago, and the finances of 
the society have been wisely readjusted 
that so there is no doubt of its ability to 
maintain services on a_ self-supporting 
basis. 


On April 8th the Publication 
Department will issue its first 
book for the Spring of 1905, 
TIDES OF THE Sprit, Selections from the — 
Writings of James Martineau, edited, with 
an introduction, by Rev. Albert Lazenby. 
The book is published in anticipation of 
the Martineau centenary which falls on 
the 21st of this same month. It is made 
up of extracts from Martineau’s religious 
and devotional writings and is in the nat- 
ure of a manual of devout thought and 
rational piety: the more speculative and 
controversial portions of the author’s 
works are left aside. The rare combina- 
tion of clear moral vision and fine spiritual 
judgment, together with remarkable 
beauty of expression, found in the works 
of Martineau render them rich in material 
for suchabook. The contents are grouped 
under general heads so that one may read- 
ily follow in related passages the trend of 
the author’s thought on any one topic. 
The editor was a pupil of Martineau and 
is thoroughly acquainted, through long 
and intimate study, with the great au- 
thor’s thoughts. His critical exposition 
of the writings of Martineau forms a fit 
introduction. In connection with the cen- 
tenary of Martineau’s birth it is expected 
that such a volume will be widely wel- 
comed, making available, as it will, at the 
moderate price of $1 or $1.20 net material 
otherwise inaccessible except in the high 
priced complete editions of his works. 

By April 15th it is hoped to have ready 
the American edition of ANCHORS OF THE 


New Books 
and Tracts. 
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Sout, a volume of sermons by the late 
Brooke Herford. Nearly all of these ser- 
mons were selected by Dr. Herford, with 
a view to publication, some time before 
his death. His eldest daughter, assisted 
by the Rev. Messrs. Henry Gow, F. W. 
Stanley, and W. G. Tarrant, made the 
final selection. The sermons are repre- 
sentative of the pulpit utterances of Dr. 
Herford in the later years of his ministry 
in Boston and in London. The book con- 
tains 303 pages and the price will be $1.50 
net. As an introduction to the volume 
is given a splendid fifty page biographical 
sketch by Rev. Philip H. Wicksteed. 
Wisely chosen from much available ma- 
terial and representing the maturest and 
best thought of the author, the volume 
deserves recognition as an important con- 
tribution to religious literature. 

Three other tracts beside those referred 
to in the March Word and Work should be 
mentioned here. One of these is “‘Why 
We should be Loyal to Unitarianism” by 
Professor Francis A. Christie. ‘We shall 
be loyal to our church,” he says, “‘if our 
church has value enough” and the tract 
briefly summarizes some of the principal 
points of value of our Unitarian faith over 
that of other churches. The spirit of 
goodness, love and sympathy which arises 
from our view of human nature, as a power 
within ourselves and not the reaction of 
the external influence of God upon us, 
the purpose of determined adherence to 
an acknowledged faith where many are 
timid and disloyal through failure frankly 
to confess their real convictions, the need 
of multitudes who live without any church 
because they have had to give up old 
forms of faith of discovering that after all 
they are essentially religious in their 
yearning for all that is best and noble in 
life, are vital reasons for proclaiming the 
faith which we profess. Another is ‘‘The 
Reproach of Christ” by Rev. William H. 
Lyon, D.D. The Reproach of Christ 
is not that which he gave but that which 
he received and that which all of his fol- 
lowers so frequently receive when they 


attempt sincerely to follow him; for those 
who depart from old beliefs rather than 
compromise, who cling to their ideals 
rather than barter them for the gains of the 
hour bear the same reproach. Yet this 
reproach in turn should visit itself upon 
the church and the faith which no longer 
express the simplicity and love and self- 
sacrifice which was Christ’s. The third 
is ‘‘The Influence of Unitarianism in the 
Church Universal,” by Rev. Edward G. 
Spencer. Mr. Spencer shows by quota- 
tions from many of the foremost Ortho- 
dox writers, such as Dr. Gordon, Profes- 
sor Paine, Lyman Abbott, and De Witt 
Hyde, that their statements concerning 
the broader conceptions of the nature of 
God and his direct kinship with men as 
his children, of the normal human nature 
of Jesus as the brother of men as well as 
the son of God, and the relinquishment 
of the ideas of redemption and atonement 
which depend upon his strict divinity, 
and the giving up of the doctrine of the 
Trinity as an untenable theory, are plain 
acknowledgments of the Unitarian point 
of view and the permeating influence of 
Unitarianism upon old Orthodox beliefs. 
The outspoken utterance of these views 
where formerly they were veiled in guarded 
forms of speech is one of the remarkable 
manifestations of this change. 

In ordering any of these six tracts 
please designate them, not by titles, but 
by numbers only. These numbers are as 
follows: 

195, The Influence of Unitarianism in 
the Church Universal, by Rev. Edward 
G. Spencer; 

196, A Reasonable Easter, by Rev. 
Ulysses G. B. Pierce; 

197, Do You Believe in Human Nature 
or Do You Not? by Rev. Charles E. St. 
John; 

198, Songs in Exile, by Rev. Paul R. 
Frothingham; 

199, The Reproach of Christ, by Rev. 
William H. Lyon, D.D.; 

200, Why We Should be Loyal to Uni- 
tarianism, by Professor Francis A. Christie. 


National Alliance of 
Cnitarfan and Other Liberal Christian Women 


Headquarters: Room 10, 25 Beacon Street, Boston 


Miss Emma OC. Low, President, 
153 State St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Mrs. Coartes T. Catuin, Jreasurer, 
25 Beacon St., Boston, Mass. 


Mrs. Eminy A. Firrmnp, Ree. See., 

4 Ashland St., Dorchester, Mags. 
Mrs. Rosset H. Davis, Cor. See., 

19 East 44th St., New York. 


Miss FLorRENOoE Everert, Clerk. 


The object of the Alliance is, primarily, to quicken the religious life of our Unitarian churches, and 
to bring the women of the denomination into closer acquaintance, co-operation, and fellowship. 


Before the next issue of Word and Work, 
the call for the annual meeting will have 
gone out and every secretary is requested 
to read it to her branch, that members 
may understand the by-laws and that 
there may be no misunderstanding con- 
cerning delegates. 

It is hoped that as many delegates as 
possible may be sent to the meeting and 
that every delegate unable to be present 
will send her votes by mail. 

As a national organization the Alliance 
needs intelligent guidance and _ skilful 
management and the annual meeting con- 
cerns every branch. Each delegate should 
consider the needs of her own branch, and 
her own section, and also take a large in- 
telligent view of the whole plan. A sym- 
pathetic readiness to recognize differences 
in conditions, a spirit of good faith and a 
disposition to help all workers pull to- 
gether will accomplish the best results 
for the future of the Alliance. 


The Executive Board held its regular 
meeting on March 10th with nineteen pres- 
ent and the New England vice-president 
presiding. The usual routine was fol- 
lowed, each committee reporting, and two 
Life Members were added to the list. Mrs. 
Mary L. Sheldon 49 North Common St. 
Lynn, was appointed chairman of the 
committee to make arrangements for the 
annual meeting, Miss Williams being un- 
able to serve. The next meeting will be 
held at 104 East 20th St. New York, on 
April 14th in conformity with the vote 
that at least one meeting each year shall 
be held outside of Boston. 


An elevator is very much needed in the 
Unitarian building in Boston in which are 
the headquarters of the Alliance. The 
work of raising the money for this object 
has been placed in the hands of a com- 
mittee of the Alliance and about half the 
necessary sum has been subscribed and 
paid in. Small amounts are now being 
received from individuals and from Alli- 
ance branches and it is hoped that all 
those who can, will be interested to con- 
tribute. The elevator will certainly add 
much to the equipment of the building 
and strengthen every line of work. 


The branch at Andover, N.H. has been 
re-organized and seems full of life. One 
meeting has been held with a paper on 
“Old Superstitions.” President Mrs. 
George Stone, Secretary Mrs. Carrie Mar- 
tin, Treasurer Mrs. Walter Carr. 


Two large boxes of Sunday school books 
have been sent from headquarters to 
Swansboro, N.C. and a large package for 
the army post at Fort Robinson, Nebraska. 


The appeals stand as follows: 


Orb alrtiOl Geen 2 seco tee oe $114.00 

ae) OPEN fe So oe Beso heer ot Bo Dot 0 296.00 
Sati make Citys ose eee 171.50 
Green-El arb Orinek were ave esate es seer 88.00 
Pueblos pce ee ee 759.00 
MeadvilleStudente =. .9. . ..s s .-- 22.00 
Giclees am cap tea no uo 809.00 
Hort Collims teen oscs: aie = sea ne es oe 500.00 


New England branches are asked to 
remember that a small contribution to 
the treasury of the Associate Alliance is 
most helpful in defraying the expense of 
postage, printing notices etc. 
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The following are the Massachusetts 
Reports. 

The branches in Suffolk County are 
steadily at work, some bending every en- 
ergy toward keeping their own church in 
a healthful condition, some working with 
equal devotion for outside missionary ob- 
jects, but all doing earnest, whole-hearted 
service. Every branch responds to some 
of the appeals for fairs or for purposes 
recommended by the Executive Board. 
One church, thus helped, says, ‘‘ Perhaps 
the more fortunate branches hardly real- 
ize how much encouragement they give 
the less fortunate by their gifts or words 
of good will.” Neighborhood meetings 
are frequent and helpful in promoting fel- 
lowship as well as in offering suggestive 
methods of work. 

At the Arlington St. Church branch 
Rev. Bradley Gilman has spoken of “ Uni- 
tarian Impressions of the Holy Land,” 
and Rev. James De Normandie on “The 
Heart of the Bible,’’ illustrated by Bible 
readings by Mrs. Duffield. During the 
year more than 22,000 tracts have been 
distributed by the Post Office Mission 
committee. An unusually large number 
of sermons were taken at the church door 
during the Episcopal Convention and 
Grand Army week. Boxes of books and 
magazines have been sent south and $50. 
each, sent to Helena, Montana, and Indi- 
anapolis, Ind., $25. each to Meadville Stu- 
dent, Pueblo, Col., and Green Harbor, 
Mass. ; $35. to Richmond, Va.; $20. each to 
Salt Lake City, Utah, and Fort Fairfield, 
Me.; and $15. to Wichita, Kansas. 

The First Church branch has a study 
class under the leadership of Rev. Mr. 
Eells and is doing its usual Post-office 
Mission and Cheerful Letter work. A box 
of books has been sent away and $50. 
each, given to Green Harbor, and southern 
circuit work. 

The West Roxbury branch besides its 
study class has heard addresses on “The 
Opportunity of the small country church”; 
“Rev. John Robinson, the Pilgrim Min- 
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ister,” and “The Work of a Pioneer Uni- 
tarian Missionary in Southern Illinois.” 

The efforts of the All Souls branch to 
interest the young women in the work of 
the Alliance has resulted already in addi- 
tions to the membership. Rev. W. H. 
Lyon spoke on “The Higher Criticism” 
and Rev. Henry Secrist on ‘‘ How to make 
the Higher Criticism more valuable.” $15 
was contributed to Fort Fairfield, Me. 

Brighton branch began its year with a 
successful fair, ““The Carnival of Holi- 
days,” and at its regular meetings has 
heard Mrs. Fifield Mrs. Greeley, and Mrs. 
Peterson; Rev. P. R. Frothingham on 
“John Ruskin and his Message”; Rev. 
L. C. Cornish on ‘‘Some Aspects of Re- 
ligious Work,” and Dr. Otis on “‘ What is 
gained by plain living.” 

Second church branch continues the 
study class. The Post office Mission com- 
mittee as an impetus in starting its year’s 
work listened to a talk by Rev. C. F. Dole 
on “What we can do through the Post 
office Mission.” Miss Alice Higgins told 
of ‘The Charity Organization Movement” 
and Miss Arnold, Dean of Simmons Col- 
lege about “A Girl’s Education.” $45. 
has been given to Southern Circuit work; 
$5. to Richmond, Va.; $2. to Meadville 
student, and $1. to Evanston, Il. 

Bulfinch Place branch reports interesting 
meetings and good attendance. A study 
class meets each month and Rev. James 
Huxtable has spoken on ‘The Simple 
Way” and Mrs. W. I. Lawrance of Win- 
chester on ‘‘Life in Japan” illustrated by 
stereopticon. A ‘Seven party” proved 
a novel and successful entertainment. 

The Disciples branch is studying Prof. 
Shaler’s book, ‘The Neighbor,” and doing 
its usual active committee work. Thirty- 
nine boxes of books, clothing, etc., have 
been sent south. 

At the South Congregational branch the 
subjects of interest have been “The Life 
of James Freeman Clarke,” and “The Pil- 
grim Church, how it became Unitarian.” 
A barrel of books, magazines and 
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papers have been sent to lumber camps 
in Maine. 

Christ Church branch reports progress 
and gain in membership, one hundred dol- 
lars contributed toward the payment of 
the church debt and numerous appeals 
answered. Mrs. E. H. Atherton has ad- 
dressed them on “Church and Alliance 
Work.”’ 

Unity Circle reports much interest and 
good work. Mrs. Peterson gave an ac- 
count of her recent visit to the Missionary 
Circuits in the south. $10.has been given 
to Rev. Maxwell Savage toward furnish- 
ing the church at Redlands, Cal., $25. to 
Green Harbor, $15. to Fort Fairfield, Me., 
$10. each to Salt Lake City, Utah, Rich- 
mond, Va. and $20 to Southern Circuit 
work. 

The First Parish, Dorchester branch has 
had the most successful winter in its his- 
tory, with largely attended meetings ad- 
dressed by Rev. C. HE. St. John, Rev. 
John H. Holmes, Rev. W. W. Fenn and 
others, one meeting being devoted to the 
Life of Wm. G. Eliot. The usual generous 
pledges were augmented by a sale, an un- 
usual thing for this branch and a lecture 
by Mrs. M. F. King. This branch con- 
tributes $100 annually for southern work 
and has given $50 to Indianapolis, $25 
each to Helena, Salt Lake City, Pueblo, 
Green Harbor and Meadville student, $35 
to Richmond, $10 each to Wichita and 
Fort Fairfield and $4 to libraries for Pa- 
cific Coast Theological School. 

The annual luncheon and sale at the 
First Religious Society, Roxbury, branch 
was a success in every way. Rev. Ida 
Hultin has addressed the branch on ‘“ Loy- 
alty to our Religion”; Rev. H. H. Saun- 
derson on “Hosea,” Mrs. King on the 
‘“‘Nicean Creed,” and Rev. Mr. Goldsmith 
on “The Religious Use of the Bible.” $30. 
has been contributed to southern circuit, 
$25. each to Green Harbor, Mass., Fort 
Fairfield Me., and Richmond, Va.; $5. to 
Elevator fund. 

Chelsea, Revere, Beachmont, Winthrop 


and New South branches are working 
steadily and earnestly through their usual 
committees. 

Norfolk Church branch is much en- 
couraged by the success of a fair and en- 
tertainments by which it has been able 
to assist the church to the amount of 
$330. Rev. W. Channing Brown has 
given a helpful talk. 

Roslindale branch is rejoicing in the 
encouragement given by the new minister 
Dr. Crooker and is continuing its helpful 
work. 

The Elizabeth P. Channing branch has 
had an interesting talk on “Walt Whit- 
man and his poetry.” From the proceeds 
of a fair, $250. has been given into the 
church treasury. A novel feature of the 
fair was the telling of Fairy Tales. “ Vari- 
ous members of the Parish were asked to 
contribute a ten-minute story and five 
cents for children and ten for adults was 
charged for admission.” 

The speakers at the Hawes branch, 
South Boston, have been Miss Emma C. 
Low, the National president, on ‘‘ How 
an Alliance can quicken the Religious 
Life of its church,’ and Miss Drew 
of Cambridge on “ The Beauties of the 
Bible.” 

The Jamaica Plain branch has changed 
its programme this year, having now a 
morning session with sewing and a busi- 
ness meeting, followed by a luncheon, and 
afterwards the address or paper. As a 
result the attendance and interest has 
increased. The speakers have been Rev. 
Pitt Dillingham, Rev. Samuel A. Eliot, 
Miss Mary Lyman, and Mrs. Ellis Peter- 
son. $15 has been given to Richmond, 
Va., and $10. each to Salt Lake City and 
Fort Fairfield, Me. 

Channing Church, Church of the Unity 
Neponset, and Theodore Parker Memorial 
branches are actively at work, doing ex- 
cellent service for their own churches and 
“lending a hand” to others. 

Kings Chapel branch is very active 
along its usual lines of work and has con- 
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tributed $50. to Indianapolis and $25. to 
Meadville students. 

Brookline First Parish branch holds 
monthly meetings. Subjects have been 
“John Robinson,” ‘Council of Trent,” 
‘“Parsifal and the Development of the 
Human Soul,” ‘“Unitarians in Europe” 
and “Prayer.” To Meadville Student, 
Pueblo, Indianapolis, and Work of Cheer- 
ful Letter $25 each has been voted. $20 
each to Green Harbor and Wichita. $15 
to Richmond, Va., and $10. each to Fort 
Fairfield and to Salt Lake City. 

Brookline Second Unitarian Society 
branch meets each month, having a busi- 
ness meeting at 11.30 box lunch at 1 and 
study class at 2.30. 

The subjects have been ‘“‘Some Aspects 
of Alliance Work,” “Religious Education 
of the Young,” and ‘‘The Religion of 
Man as Expressed in Architecture.’ 
Money is raised by the pledge system. 
Eleven appeals have been answered ac- 
companied by friendly letters. P.O. Mis- 
sion and Cheerful Letter work are fully 
reported, and both departments doing ad- 
mirable work. $10 each to Cheerful Let- 
ter work, Brookline Friendly Society, 
Southern Circuit, $5. to Benevolent Com- 
mittee, and P.O. Mission, $1. to Rich- 
mond. 

Canton branch meeting as usual, has 
discussed best means of increasing the 
work, and raising money to carry it on. 
Has listened to Dr. De Normandie’s in- 
teresting paper on ‘‘Some Eminent Uni- 
tarians,” and Mrs. Davis on Work of the 
Alliance. James Freeman Clarke’s writ- 
ings and life and Mrs. Greeley’s paper on 
“Practical Use of Bible” occupied two 
afternoons. A third travelling library 
will soon be started. Delegates are sent 
to N.E. Asso. Alliance and neighborhood 
meetings, and all appeals for fairs are an- 
swered. Have given $20 to Canton Nurs- 
ing Association, $10. to southern work, $5 
to Green Harbor. $3, each to Wichita 
and Fort Fairfield, $2. to Richmond. 

An excellent report from Cohasset 
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shows a vigorous branch with 44 members 
who have themselves prepared papers on 
important subjects for all but two meet- 
ings. Mr. St. John and Miss Low have 
been the invited speakers. Cheerful Let- 
ter work is well done and two travelling 
libraries have been sent out. 

The Dedham branch is most active, with 
addresses from noted people. Like many 
others it answers the various appeals for 
fairs. Towards printing Parish Records, 
$10 has been voted, $75. towards church 
needs, $10. towards a stereopticon for 
Sunday school. $20 to southern work, 
and $5 to Richmond. Cheerful Letter 
work has been started, and clothing sent 
to Tuskegee. 

The Dover branch is most happy in a 
minister of its own and has had a busy 
and profitable winter with many success- 
ful social functions and interesting meet- 
ings. Gifts have been sent to fairs and 
$5 to Richmond. 

The Milton branch has given much at- 
tention to the ‘Negro Problem and Col- 
ored Schools of the South.”” The branch 
paid the expenses of a meeting for Dr. 
Booker T. Washington at which the col- 
lection amounted to nearly $800. P.O. 
Mission and Cheerful Letter committees 
busy. Articles sent to “Carnival of Na- 
tions,’’ $15 to Molokains of Russia, and 
$10 for southern work. 

The branch at Needham holds two meet- 
ings each month, one being a sewing meet- 
ing for an Easter sale. Papers on Haw- 
thorne, Unitarianism, Art, Woman Suf- 
frage and The Louisiana Purchase have 
been enjoyed and a social party brought 
$10 to the treasury. 

The Quincy branch holds fortnightly 
meetings, one being a Study Class now 
considering The Great Religions. Money 
is raised by pledges and many appeals for 
fairs have been answered. The rent of 
library at Fayetteville, N.C. for one month 
has been paid and $10 sent to Richmond. 
The social half hour after each meeting is 
much enjoyed. 
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Randolph has a successful branch, con- 
sidering this year ‘Unitarian Men and 
Women.” <A_ delightful neighborhood 
meeting was held in January with eighty 
present, and delegates or letters from 
nineteen branches. 

Sharon has a class studying the Bible, 
and a good Cheerful Letter committee. 
Has had a Christmas Tree and several so- 
cial gatherings, and sent $1 to Richmond, 
$2 for southern work and $5 to Co-opera- 
tive Industrial Relief in Boston. 

The recently organized branch at Sher- 
born is doing real Alliance work in helping 
keep alive the denominational spirit. It 
has been able to help the Sunday school, 
the Parish treasury and Church music with 
$192. and has held a pleasant neighbor- 
hood meeting. Credit is due the members 
that their Benevolent Society over fifty 
years old has become the Alliance branch. 

The Walpole branch holds two meetings 
each month, at one of which supper is 
served. Addresses have been given on 
‘* Alliance work,” ‘Eve, the first Woman 
of the Bible,” and “The Pleasure of Read- 
ing Aloud,” and sales have enabled them 
to answer appeals. 

Wellesley Hills reports systematic work 
and good meetings. Social affairs have 
been profitable and $5 each have been 
sent to Green Harbor, Sudbury and Rich- 
mond. Thirty-five dollars distributed as 
Christmas gifts, a reception to Wellesley 
College students of Unitarian faith and 
a vesper service held for college students 
at which Rev. J. C. Jaynes gave an ad- 
dress are interesting items. 

The branch at Wollaston is active with 
increasing membership and two meetings 
each month. Sales and suppers have 
brought in money and $5 each have been 
sent to Richmond and to Green Harbor. 
Committees on Religious Intelligence, P.O. 
Mission and Cheerful Letter make the 
meetings interesting and several fine 
speakers have been heard. 

The Westwood branch holds two meetings 
each month and is busy with social affairs. 
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The Kingston Branch meets each 
month. A Cheerful Letter department 
was formed in December and considerable 
interest has been awakened. <A_ vast 
amount of charitable work is done among 
the poor of the town and a box of clothing 
has been sent to the children’s mission. 

The Barnstable branch reports four 
meetings with an average attendance of 
nine. They are doing some Post Office 
Mission and Cheerful Letter work, and 
have generously given one dollar to the 
Richmond Alliance. The church has been 
recently destroyed by fire. 

It is doubtful if the church at Brewster 
would be open for service but for the con- 
stant struggle of the little band of workers 
forming the Alliance branch. Since the 
death of their venerable Pastor the Church 
is in a very unsettled state. Meetings are 
held fortnightly with an average attend- 
ance of six. Money has been given 
towards repairs on parsonage and various 
other home needs. Many sermons and 
quite an amount of literature have gone 
out, and they have responded to many 
calls from other branches. They have 
worked hard for a much needed carpet 
but have been obliged to use the money 
for other purposes but “we are good at 
darning and as a result we don’t look so 
very dreadful.’? While they deplore the 
fact that their work is so nearly confined 
within their own borders shall we not say 
“they have done what they could.” 

Despite the stormy cold winter the 
Green Harbor branch has scarcely missed 
a weekly all day meeting. Its members 
are working very hard to support the 
chapel. A sewing machine has been pur- 
chased to assist in the work for the an- 
nual fair. Suppers are prepared each 
month and socials each week. They have 
a study class and are arranging for a class 
for the young people. All appeals from 
sister branches have been answered. 
“Financially doing as well this year as 
before.” 

The Scituate branch has voted to give 
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the Parish treasurer one hundred dollars 
for Parish expenses, and raised money 
towards defraying expenses of Plymouth 
and Bay Conference. 

The Whitman Branch reports many so- 
cial events. They have listened to the 
following named speakers. Miss Sarah B. 
Williams, Capt. Woodward of the Salva- 
tion Army, Mrs. Frances M. Gibbs and 
Miss Beal of Consumer’s League. Sums 
of money have been given to the church, 
also to unfortunate members, and Christ- 
mas gifts to Sunday School. 

At East Bridgewater meetings are held 
twice each month, alternate meetings being 
devoted to study. Are doing active P.O. 
Mission and Cheerful Letter work and as- 
sist the church financially. Have an- 
swered all appeals for sales. 

The Sandwich branch is very much 
alive. The sewing circle connected with 
the church has disbanded and united with 
the Alliance bringing the $300 which was 
in the treasury as a gift to the Alliance. 
$250 was at once voted the church treas- 
urer with which to pay off a note. $100 
has been given towards the minister’s 
salary, $26 towards the janitor’s salary, 
$10 for wood, and the branch voted to 
pay two thirds of the organist’s salary for 
the present year. All requests for sales 
have been responded to. 

The Middleboro branch reports twenty- 
six members, and fortnightly meetings. 
Responded to all appeals. Have resumed 
the work of the Cheerful Letter Exchange 
and held apron and cake sale. First meet- 
ing of the season was a Neighborhood 
meeting with Mrs. Mary B. Davis as 
speaker. 
liamentary Practice. Other speakers were 
Rev. Mr. McElwaine and Mrs. Gibbs. 

The Rockland branch holds meetings 
each month with average attendance 
twelve. The program always includes 
one or two musical numbers. Lunch is 
served at each meeting. 

Hingham branch reports very active 
work, much interest being shown in the 


One meeting was given to Par- 
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Cheerful Letter Committee. Among the 
speakers have been Mrs. C. S. Atherton, 
Rev. Charles Park, Mrs. Frances M. Gibbs, 
and Miss Foote of the Penn School, St. 
Helena to whom $10 was given to assist 
in her work. Other appropriations have 
been Southern Circuit $20. Green Harbor 
$10. Richmond $5. and Meadville student 
$5. 

Plymouth holds weekly meetings with 
an average attendance of forty five. The 
first Monday is devoted to Religious study; 
at the second sewing is done and extracts 
from Word and Work are read; the third 
is literary, half hour papers being read, 
illustrated by fine photographs loaned by 
the Public Library; the fourth is devoted 
to Post Office Mission and Cheerful Letter 
work. The Pastor Mr. Cuckson has given 
a lecture on ‘Midsummer Nights Dream.” 

The Brockton branch holds an after- 
noon and an evening meeting each month, 
opening with devotional exercises and 
closing with “Our Faith.” A Bible class 
meets Sunday after service. P.O. Mis- 
sion, Cheerful Letter and several other 
committees carry on the work, the Friendly 
Visitors calling upon the sick or those 
needing sympathy and cheer. All ap- 
peals are answered. Money has been con- 
tributed to the Church and to the No 
License League, to Richmond, Va. Camp 
Hill, Alabama and to other charitable 
objects. Plans are made for a dramatic 
evening and a special committee is pre- 
paring a Church Directory. This year the 
members were all provided with Mite 
boxes which will be opened in April and 
“we hope in this way to add a considerable 
sum to our treasury.” A House Party 
was held on Forefathers Day and the cos- 
tumes and luncheon were in keeping with 
the customs of that time. A Harvest 
Supper was held in the autumn and Par- 
ish suppers are given monthly. A neigh- 
borhood meeting was very largely at- 
tended, one hundred and eighty being 
present and sixteen branches represented. 
Have had very interesting speakers, among 
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them being Rey. Mr. Park, Rev. Mr. 
McLaughlin, Miss Beal from the Consu- 
mers League and Mrs. Abby Peterson. All 
meetings of the New England Associate 
Alliance are attended by delegates and all 
neighborhood meetings when possible. 


North Easton has had a neighborhood 
meeting, does some Cheerful Letter work, 
responds to all appeals for sales and has 
given $25 to Eastondale to help furnish 
the church parlor. 

Kastondale has had an increase in mem- 
bership and expresses much pleasure in 
the interest shown in the church. The 
secretary says the branch is not an ideal 
Alliance for the money question must be 
prominent, but much good work is done. 

The branch in Fall River holds two 
meetings each month and has listened to 
addresses on southern work and papers 
and discussions on various religious topics. 
The minister has given readings also. 

The Norton branch is much alive with 
regular meetings and social events. Two 
subjects much discussed were ‘How to 
get the men out to church,” and “Is it 
best to have only one Ladies’ Society in 
a small church?” This branch subscribes 
for The Christian Register for the Public 
Library and sent $1 to Richmond. 

Taunton branch is active, not neglect- 
ing any part of the work. The branch 
will give $50 towards the contribution for 
the A. U. A. Has given $5 to Richmond 
$20 to southern work and $5 unappro- 
priated to the National Alliance. The 
P.O. Mission committee raises its own 
funds and has sent $5 for Meadville stu- 
dent. Cheerful Letter committee like- 
wise raises its own money and sent $5 to 
Green Harbor, each committee doing much 
work along its own lines. 

The strong branch at New Bedford 
makes much of its committee on Religious 
Intelligence and mentions a delightful 
paper on “Art as a means to the better 
life” by Rev. Mr. Garver of Worcester. 
Has given $10 to Indianapolis, $5 to Salt 
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Lake City, $50 to Unity Home, $10 for the 
Ridgeway church, $50 for southern work, 
$3 to N.E. Associate Alliance, $3 to 8. E. 
M. Conference, and articles to fairs. 

The branch at Fairhaven is thoroughly 
interested with a membership of 113. A 
successful sale enabled them to answer all 
appeals and give $10 to the Sunday School 
Society, $14 to the American Unitarian 
Association, $10 to Fort Fairfield, $10 to 
Salt Lake City, $5 to Meadville student, 
$5 to National Alliance, and $10 to south- 
ern circuit work. At Christmas fifty well- 
filled bags were sent to sailors at Vineyard 
Haven, and a gift of ten dollars to Oxford 
Chapel in Fairhaven. Lectures by Rev. 
R. R. Shippen and Rev. Mr. Secrist have 
been much enjoyed. 

Nantucket reports brilliant meetings 
with lively discussions. A study class has 
begun work on Fiske’s Through Nature to 
God, which promises to be very satis- 
factory. At the close of the meetings tea 
“‘helps to cement friendship” and is much 
enjoyed. 

Vineyard Haven is working for a summer 
sale and Dighton is doing well. 


Arlington branch has been working for 
the Children’s Mission. Has heard several 
fine speakers and sent $10 each to Sud- 
bury, Mass. and Richmond, Va. Bed- 
ford branch holds monthly meetings and 
has responded to various appeals. Bel- 
mont entertained most successfully the 
Middlesex Conference in the autumn, has 
raised a goodly amount of money and 
assisted the Morgan Memorial Bazar. 

The branch at First Parish, Cambridge 
raised money by subscription instead of 
the usual sale. Gave $200 to its P.O. 
Mission, $60 to the Cheerful Letter com- 
mittee and $50 to the Literature com- 
mittee. Also gave $50 to Indianapolis, 
$25 each to Salt Lake City and Richmond 
Va., $10 to Miss Brigham for Lend a Hand 
Library, $5 each to Morgan Memorial 
Chapel, Evanston Il. and Sudbury Mass. 
$3 each to applications for sales, $2 
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each to Chelsea and So. Boston, $1 each 
to Iowa City, Fort Collins, Jamestown 
N.Y., Portland Ore. and Shelton, Conn. 
This branch carries on an extensive P.O. 
Mission and Cheerful Letter work. 

Third Church branch, Cambridge reports 
interesting papers read at each meeting. 
Gifts sent to Jamestown N.Y., Shelton 
Conn. and Iowa City, Iowa. $550 was 
netted by the Alliance Fair. $60.33 
netted by Alliance table at Y. W. C. A. 
Fair. 

Chestnut Hill interested in P.O. Mission 
and Cheerful Letter, and has appropriated 
$15 to those committees, also $10 each to 
Meadville student, Richmond and Salt 
Lake City, $8 to Fayetteville, N.C. and $5 
each to Sudbury, Green Harbor, Wichita 
and Pueblo and $1 to Derby, Conn. 

Concord entertained the N.E. Associate 
Alliance in Oct. Has sent articles for 
fairs and barrels of clothing to Morgan 
Chapel and Calhoun, $10 to Richmond 
and $5 to Fort Fairfield. 

Lexington joins in all the work, sends 
The Christian Register to Maine, Nebraska 
and Assam, India. Given $5 each to 
Richmond and Salt Lake City. $10 to 
Sudbury and $20 for southern work. 

Malden holds two meetings each month, 
one being a study class. Has given $100 
to Parish treasury and $5 to Sudbury. 

Medford has active P.O. Mission and 
Cheerful Letter committees. Sent a trav- 
elling library to Oklahoma and remembered 
various sales. A Cranford entertainment 
and a cake and candy sale have been 
profitable. 

Melrose branch has had a successful 
fair and voted $20 each for P.O. M. and 
Cheerful Letter committees. Has sent 
two fine travelling libraries to Texas. 

Natick has given $100 to the Church, 
added $50 to the fund for finishing the 
Vestry, and $1. to southern work, with 
articles to fairs. 

Newton, like many other branches keeps 
an Alliance basket in response to appeals 
for sales. Has raised money by a Parish 
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party, a Cranford Tea and a sale after 
the tea. Sent $25 each for Helena, and 
southern work, $10 each to Sudbury and 
Green Harbor. Excellent P.O. Mission 
and Cheerful Letter work done. 

Newton Centre branch very busy and 
much interested, with two meetings each 
month. Several appeals answered. 

West Newton much absorbed in raising 
money for the new church and interested 
in Bible study, papers being written by 
the members. 

The different committees in Somerville 
are doing active work. A neighborhood 
meeting was addressed by Miss Low. Sent 
$5 each to Salt Lake City and Indianapolis. 
West Somerville is also doing good work 
and has held a successful fair. 

The Sudbury branch has been making 
strenuous efforts to keep the church open. 
By a fair and help from other branches 
five months preaching was secured in ad- 
dition to the four months provided by the 
fund of the church, and preaching will be 
resumed as soon as weather permits. 

Waltham has voted $66 for various 
committee work, $50 towards repairs on 
church parlor. Given $10 each to Sudbury 
and A. U. A., $5 each to Meadville student, 
Green Harbor, Salt Lake City, Richmond, 
Pueblo, Fort Fairfield and Wichita. A 
travelling library sent to Tennessee and 
requests for sales responded to. 

P.O. Mission and Cheerful Letter com- 
mittees very active in Watertown. Money 
has been voted for their use, for the annual 
subscription for the Stoneham work, and 
for the parish. 

At Wellesley Hills the branch is in- 
terested in the Unitarian students in the 
college and has sent $5 each to Richmond 
and Green Harbor. 

Winchester holds meetings on alternate ~ 
Thursdays, one for reading, the other for 
sewing. Raised $500 towards church debt 
and $100 for its own treasury. 

At Weston much activity is shown and 
$5 has been sent to Richmond and $1 to 
Salt Lake City. 


(To be continued.) 
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The May Meetings 

The Directors of the Y. P. R. U. are able 
at this time to make the following an- 
nouncements with regard to the Annual 
Meeting, which will be held May 25th. 

At the Business Meeting in the after- 
noon two questions of importance will 
come up: lije-membership, and the basis 
of union. It is known that not a few 
present and former members of the 
Y. P. R. U. will be glad to continue their 
connection with the work of the Young 
People permanently as_ life-members; 
with a view to provide an opportunity for 
such a strengthening influence in the 
ranks of the Union an amendment to the 
Constitution will be submitted for con- 
sideration. (See Report of Directors’ 
Meeting in this number of Word and 
Work.) 

In seeking to enlarge the usefulness of 
the National Union the question of eligi- 
bility to membership has come before the 
Directors; upon this point they wish to 
have an expression of opinion from the 
Delegates and they therefore ask local 
Unions to give their Delegates instructions 
regarding the interpretation to be placed 
upon the function of the National 
Union. For a review of the position 
favored by the Directors, see The Christian 
Register, March 9th, Y. P. R. U. depart- 
ment. 

The key-note for the series of May 
Meetings this year has been announced as 
“Social Service.” In our evening meet- 
ing we have decided to approach this ideal 
from the Missionary point of view, pre- 
senting a program in which three or four 
speakers, from different sections of the 
country, are to join. The short opening 
addresses devoted to living pictures of 
actual conditions and needs in the given 
regions will be followed by a general pres- 
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entation of the missionary idea as the 
closing thought. It is felt that through 
such a program both the missionary and 
the revival principles now so prominently 
before the country may be translated to 
our young people “at the psychological 
moment,’’ and that the older young people 
who attend may some of them come to a 
better appreciation of the depth of the 
Young People’s movement. 

To bring the music into harmony with 
the program, the singing is to be entirely 
congregational. In the next number of 
Word and Work the list of the hymns will 
be announced, and local Unions are asked 
to practice them beforehand. To further 
stimulate a hearty response, there will be 
someone upon the platform to direct the 
singing. 

CaRLETON AMES WHEELER. 


Speaking Trip 

As at the time of writing Mr. Shurtleff 
has not returned from his trip through 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey, only a 
little can be said about the results of his 
visits. He himself has been too busy to 
prepare an article for Word and Work, 
and at best it would have been an un- 
finished report, coming into the middle of 
his journey. The following letters, how- 
ever, give a general idea of the situation 
in Pennsylvania, and will show how Mr. 
Shurtleff has prospered. 

New York, March 13, 1905. 

My dear Miss Osborn,—The dating of 
this letter will tell you that I have finished 
my work in Pennsylvania, and am just 
taking it up in New Jersey. I have had a 
splendid time of it so far, and expect to 
have it continue through my trip. In the 
churches I have visited I have found much 
to inspire me, and make me feel that our 
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Young People’s Religious Union is answer- 
ing a real need. Most of our churches in 
Pennsylvania are small, and in many places 
are doing pioneer work. But I have been 
impressed by the earnest, determined, 
spirit which I have met everywhere,—and 
by the courage which our young people 
are showing under circumstances which 
are often very discouraging. Take the 
churches at Erie and Union City as ex- 
amples. In this section of our country 
the current theology is of the warmest. 
To declare oneself a Unitarian means loss 
of social standing, and even business op- 
portunity oftentimes. One does not sacri- 
fice such things unless one is very much in 
earnest. By both of these churches I was 
received with enthusiasm and listened to 
with attention. You know the situation. 
Erie has had a good Union for several 
years, and has shown its loyalty to the 
National Union ever since 1900. The 
young people of Union City have just 
formed a society this winter, and in spite 
of many obstacles are doing well. We 
had a fine meeting there and they con- 
tributed to the National Union. The 
meeting there was worth the whole trip, 
it seemed to me. 

I began my address by telling of our 
National movement, then of the work 
done by single Unions in different parts 
of our country. In closing I took up the 
problems that they themselves were con- 
fronting in their especial field. Of course 
I was asked innumerable questions,— 
many of which it was difficult to answer. 
But I did the best I could,—and if I may 
take their word for it,—left much enthu- 
siasm behind me. It is hard for a New 
Englander to realize how isolated our 
churches in this section of the country are. 
They are separated from each other often 
by a hundred or more miles. Consequently 
they must work without the inspiration 
of close fellowship that our Massachusetts 
churches enjoy. This circumstance makes 
the visit of any representative of our Uni- 
tarian cause a red letter event, and the ap- 


preciation that is expressed almost over- 
whelms me. 

Splendid work is being done at Lan- 
caster and at Harrisburg by Mr. Brandow, 
a recent graduate from Meadville. Mr. 
Brandow is a man of unusual power,— 
magnetic and sympathetic to a wonderful 
degree,—and the people not only of our 
faith, but of other faiths also, are being 
led into higher life by him, almost in 
spite of themselves. He is one of God’s 
noblemen. 

I had splendid gatherings at Meadville 
and Germantown, and should have had 
at Baltimore if the weather had been good, 
—but a hard storm set in, so only a few 
got out. However those who braved the 
storm gave much encouragement to me, 
and will, I think without doubt, form a 
Young People’s Union, and unite with the 
National body. 

This account of my work is, as you see, 
very hurried and incomplete. It is being 
written in time stolen from other duties, 
and I will tell you more fully about all 
my visits when I return to Boston. 

Thank you for my mail which you have 
forwarded. It was given to me by Mr. 
Badger this morning. 

Cordially yours 

ALFRED D. K. SHURTLEFF. 


LANCASTER, PENNSYLVANIA, 
March 7th, 1905. 


Miss Emity B. Ossorn, 
Boston, Mass. 

My dear Miss Osborn,—Mr. Shurtleff 
has been here, and we are very glad; and 
gone, and we are very sorry! It is a rare 
thing to have a Unitarian minister come 
to this place, and so he was heartily wel- 
comed among us: both for himself, for he 
is a lovable fellow, and for his message, 
which was a new one to our people and 
which they were glad to hear. Both I 
and they are deeply in your debt for hav- 
ing the kindness and generosity to send 
him on this missionary tour; I feel sure 
he has sown seed that may some day bear 
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thirty-fold,—and you know that hundred- 
fold harvests are not for the likes of Uni- 
tarians! 
Yours very respectfully 
Metyvin Branpow. 


Young People’s Religious Union 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS MONTHLY MEETING. 


The eighth regular meeting of the Board 
of Directors of the Young People’s Re- 
ligious Union was held in Room 11, on 
Tuesday March 7. Mr. Wheeler called 
the meeting to order, with: Mr. Child, Mr. 
Atherton, Mr. Melcher, Mr. Harrington, 
and Miss Jones, present. 

The minutes of the last meeting were 
read and accepted. 

The Treasurer sent in a report, saying 
that there were $336.00 in the Treasury, 
and all his bills paid. There were two 
bills in the office, amounting to $2.95. 

Mr. Wheeler reported for the Life- 
membership Committee; that the Com- 
mittee had met, and unanimously agreed 
to recommend the establishment of a Life 
Membership, at the rate of $10. Each 
Life Member would have a vote. This 
report was accepted. 

The Sec. reported that the Union had 
been given the use of the South Congrega- 
tional Church for the Annual Meeting. 
She read a letter from Mr. Shurtleff telling 
what fine meetings he had had, and saying 
that Union City, Pa., had contributed to 
the National Union. East Bridgewater, 
Mass., has joined. 

Voted: To ask Rev. Maxwell Savage to 
conduct the morning service on Young 
People’s day, at the Shoals. 

Voted: To adjourn. 

Emity B. Ossorn, Secretary. 


Pueblo, Colorado 


Last May the delegates from the local 
Unions voted to give $300.00 to the Church 
at Pueblo. Of this $300.00 promised, 
$238.00 has already been sent in,—and 


sent in by only 46 Unions out of the 
whole 145. There are 15 that have said 
they are unable to help Pueblo this year, 
on account of special needs in the home 
church; 84 are yet to be heard from, 
and it is hoped that they will contribute 
the small balance immediately, so that 
before May 1st the whole amount can be 
forwarded. We sent one half the amount 
in February, and the following letter of 
acknowledgment came to our Treasurer. 


PUEBLO, CoL., Feb. 24, 1905. 
Aueustus J. Boypsmn, Treasurer, 


Beverly, Mass. : 

Dear Sir,—Unity Church of Pueblo begs 
to acknowledge your favor to Mr. Rice 
with check for $150 from the Young 
People’s Religious Union. 

It is difficult for us te express to you 
the appreciation we feel for the loyal love 
for our cause that your Union shows in 
the very liberal assistance you are giving 
to our little church. 

We have struggled hard and persistently 
to plant a church here, and, while we still 
have a long, hard struggle before us, there 
seems now no doubt that we have suc- 
ceeded. The work we have done in the 
last two years and the results we have to 
show for that work are far beyond the 
fondest dream the writer ever had, and to 
your Union, which has given us the most 
liberal assistance, we feel not only grate- 
ful, but the warmest feelings of fellowship 
for the courage you have given us. Very 
truly yours, 

W. D. Keen, Treasurer. 


The contributions up to date are: 


Previously acknowledged ....... $174.00 
INOrshiborosWiass:esctweMesaiccm.muakoes. sees 5.00 
WedhamMassn. «ales sccm c .0)cete nets 5.00 
WiesteOx DUT yaaVlaSS ices wus vl ee 3.00 
Roxburyyehapel Club 4. 9) a. ee 5.00 
Dorchester, Lawrance Union. ..... 5.00 
IB Ori@ ain MAAR stints) —:cpereeee acter ae ete 5.00 
TRS e NIN Gel ie Cems DO Modo moo 3.00 
Charleston S.C. scams mn « eles 1.00 
Washington; )):Cycce isomer ene 5.00 
Bedford, Masse secur slacle.-tc-fe mea eee 3.00 
(Gyn Miassttey oc a ataus ats estonia meee 5.00 
HE Bridgewater; Massie. sco. werceesm eames 1.00 
BBTOORL Vile Nis concierge on Tet ee aa 10.00 
BostonseWinkiley, (Gail dy esgic 3.00 
Meadville. Pa. te teen ak ue err ye 5.00 


Total 


18 Young People’s Religious Union 


The Annual Contributions 


The Board of Directors is hoping that 
every society which belongs to the National 
Union will send in its annual contribution 
this year, and will send it in before May 
1st. Last year only 92 unions out of the 
141 which were members sent in any 
contributions at all, and 31 of them sent 
it late. Yet our constitution declares that 
only those societies shall be counted mem- 
bers of the National Union which contribute 
annually to its treasury. How much a 
Union contributes is not so important. 
A number of societies last year sent in 
only a dollar. But if a union is to do its 
part it must contribute something. And 
every union can do so if it will but make 
the effort. A collection at one of the 
meetings, or a personal contribution from 
a few members will easily raise the amount. 

Furthermore it is infinitely better for 
the good of the society itself that it con- 
tribute something. Nothing weakens a 
society more than to give up what it has 
undertaken and agreed to do whether it 
be following a certain line of study, giving 
a play, beginning on time, or contributing 
to some enterprise. The strength of a 
society depends not upon its numbers or 
its influence but upon its power to stick 
to and accomplish what it has purposed 
to do. There is a union in a Western 
church that for a number of years held 
no meetings at all. One member who was 
determined it should not die sent in the 
contribution himself. In the ‘ Manual” 
of the National Alliance for 1904 is a 
society in Ohio: Unity Branch, 2 mem- 
bers. No church organization. 

Pres. Miss 

Sec. and Treas. Dr. 

Money raised $ 
National Alliance. 

That is the spirit that keeps an organiza- 
tion on its feet. So long as a society per- 
forms its obligations to the national or- 
ganization it is worth while. 

AuBeErT R. Vatu, 
Chairman Finance Committee. 


Disbursed $1 to 


Boston Federation 


The Mid Year meeting of the Boston 
Federation, Y. P. R. U. was held Sunday, 
Feb. 26th at Neponset. Afternoon session 
opened with a Devotional service con- 
ducted by Rev. Wm. T. Brown. Address 
of Welcome by Dr. George W. Cutter, 
Neponset. Secretary’s report read and 
accepted; also the Ways and Means Com- 
mittee’s report with the recommendation 
adopted. 


Voted: that the original vote, the Boston Fed- 
eration appropriate $75 to the Y. P. R.U. to send a 
speaker to New Jersey be amended, and that 
it now read, that the Boston Federation appropri- 
ate a sufficient sum to the Y. P. R. U. to send a 
speaker to New Jersey. 


Voted: that the Secretary write and ask for in- 
formation from the following late Unions, Chan- 
ning, Winthrop, Chelsea, Revere; and that the 
Directors have full power to assist these Unions 
in any way they can. 


Voted: to extend a hearty vote of thanks to 
the “George Herbert Hosmer” Guild for their 
hospitality. 


The Treasurer reported $13.84 in the 
treasury. 

At 6.30 adjourned to a lunch prepared 
by the “George Herbert Hosmer” Guild. 

Evening session opened with a De- 
votional Service conducted by Rev. John 
Haynes Holmes. Solo by Mrs. Florence 
Thomas. Opening address by Mr. Wm. 
G. Harrington, President of the Boston 
Federation, Y. P. R. U. Reports from 
Unions; eight represented. Total num- 
ber of delegates present, 78. 

The address of the evening which was a 
fine one was given by Rev. Peter H. 
Goldsmith, on ‘‘A message to our great 
great grand-children.” 

Meeting closed with a Violin Solo by 
Mrs. Jenness. 

Mary G. Strong, Secretary. 


Points and Lines 


Any one who has ever climbed the stairs 
to Room 11 will appreciate the elevator 
appeal from the Alliance on page 6 of this 
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number. That the elevator will finally 
come is inevitable, but those who want it 
to come soon can easily hasten it by send- 
ing a contribution to Mrs. Prescott Keyes, 
25 Beacon St., Boston; or by dropping a 
cent in the box at the head of the stairs. 


31 Unions out of 145 have given a con- 
tribution for 1904-05 to the National 
Treasury. Some who have not contribute 
to the Treasury have helped Pueblo, and 
some have done both. Our financial year 
ends on May 1, and only those who make 
some contribution are eligible to vote. 


Kight Unions have accepted the sug- 
gestion made in the February “‘Word and 
Work,” by joining the Program Ex- 
CHANGE. These Unions are: Lawrance 
Union, Dorchester; Cohasset; Lynn; West 
Upton, Mass.; Andover, N.H.; German- 
town, Penn.; Newport, R.I.; Burlington, 
Vt. 


Secretary Lists 


The following changes should be made 
in the Secretary Lists. 


PL ODOKACMUIG as om cued a en ts ss Yor. RU, 
(S) Miss Lilla Whitaker . . 614 Van Buren St. 
WaverloyoiMass. Joma so. Y.P.R.U. 


(S) Miss Vivian Gardner. .... 
WDOVGLIY MOSS ec. <5 shes, cote. 
(Cor. Sec.) Miss Ethel Burns . 
De OlOUd, Minis men els cil bias 
Miss Adela M. Bessétte . .232nd Ave.S. E. 


Add to the List 
IBYEVerey GANT Leer on. es Gea = eee 
(S) Miss Amy Reed 
Cambridge, Mass. . . . Carroll Everett Union 
(8) Miss Laura R. Gibbs . 26 Shepard St. 


Unity Guild 


Union Notes 


{This column is to be filled by contributions 
from the Secretaries of local Unions. All copy 
should be sent to Miss Emily B. Osborn, 25 Beacon 
St., Boston; before the twentieth of 6ach month.] 


North Easton, Mass. ‘... The three 
societies of our church, the Sewing Circle, 
Alliance, and Guild, have recently leased 
a nice hall for a Parish Hall, and of course 
we all feel a new interest in consequence. 


... Last Friday we had what we called 
An Old Fashioned Country Party. All 
who could wore old fashioned dresses, 
we sang old songs, played old games, 
and had coffee, doughnuts, cookies, and 
gingerbread, for refreshments. We 
charged a little admission, and so added 
something to our treasury.” 


The Union at East Bridgewater has 
joined the National Union. Some of the 
young people of that town organized this 
society last Fall. It has always been 
very much in sympathy with the National 
work, and has taken hold enthusiasti- 
cally. Now it has contributed to Pueblo 
and to the National Treasury, and we 
gladly add its name to the list. 


All Winter the minister and the young 
people in Decorah, Iowa, have been work- 
ing together and communicating with 
the National Union, and finally they de- 
cided to become a member. On March 
9 they sent a contribution to the Treas- 
ury, and were put on the list of active 
Unions. 


The Cudworth Guild, of East Boston, 
held a most successful Rally, Sunday 
evening, March 12. 

The speakers were Rev. Roger S. 
Forbes of Dedham, Mr. Percy A. Ather- 
ton of Harvard and Rev. Joseph C. Allen 
of Walpole. 

All the speakers struck the keynote for 
the religious life of the young people and 
the meeting was a most successful one. 


Union City, Pa. ‘... There were 
twenty present to listen to Mr. Shurtleff’s 
most interesting and instructive talk. 
We were all much pleased with the 
speaker you sent to us, and so glad we 
had him come to us.... Mr. Shurtleff 
in a letter written shortly after leaving 
Union City, says: ‘Your contribution of 
$3.00 yesterday constitutes you, (¢.e. 
your club), a member of the National 
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Y. P. R. U.’ I told our young people 


of this at a business meeting. They © 


wish to wait awhile before voting to come 
into the Union, but I feel sure they will 
soon vote to join.” 

[We hope the kind of club that vol- 
untarily gives $3.00 to the National Union 
will join soon.] 


It was a pleasure to welcome the Car- 
roll Everett Union, of Cambridge, Mass., 
to the National body. This Union al- 
though not large, is very strong, and it 
will surely bring new life and spirit among 
the Unions. 


The Boston Federation is making ar- 
rangements for the reception and enter- 
tainment of the delegates of the Y. P. R. U. 
at the meetings to be held on Thursday 
afternoon and evening, May 25, 1905, 
at the South Congregational Church, Exe- 
ter Street. 

Delegates who remain in Boston over 
night may be provided with accommo- 
dations upon application to Miss Emily 
I. Hargrave, Secretary of the Hospital- 
ity and Reception Committee, No. 8 
Addison Street, Chelsea, Mass. 

Persons who are willing to assist the 
Committee in entertaining delegates over 
night are asked to communicate with 
Miss Hargrave as above. 


Fair Committee 

The first meeting of the Fair Committee 
was held March 14th at 1 o’clock in Room 
11, 25 Beacon St. As only Miss Floyd, 
Miss Young and Mr. Peterson were pres- 
ent, nothing was definitely decided, but 
it is hoped within a few weeks that the 
Unions may know more, what they are to 
work for. 

The Chairman of the Fair Committee 
wishes to take this opportunity to thank 
those who have so kindly offered sug- 
gestions for the coming Y. P. R. U. Fair. 


A. U. A. Vespers 

The young people have received a cordial 
invitation from the Secretary of the Ameri- 
can Unitarian Association to join in the 
series of Vesper services which it plans to 
hold during the fortnight preceding Easter. 
These meetings are to be at 5 o’clock each 
afternoon except Saturday, from April 10 
till April 23, in the Second Church, Boston. 

To the sixteen Unions in this vicinity 
the National Office has accordingly sent a 
letter, telling them of the particular dates 
on which the young people, it is hoped, 
will be able to gather in especial force. 
Half of these Unions are asked to con- 
sider Tuesday the 11th as directly calling 
to them, and the other half Tuesday the 
18th: all should remember Thursday the 
20th. 

As singing is to be an important part 
of these services, the young people can 
assist not only by their presence but by 
joining heartily in the hymns. The 
ushers will see that the young people find 
seats in the same part of the church. 

“And let him that heareth say, ‘Come.’”” 


Wanted 


The office files of ‘Word and Work” and 
the ‘‘Monthly Report” are not complete, 
and we are anxious to make up as perfect 
a set as possible. The following numbers 
are missing, and we shall be very grate- 
ful to those who will supply any of them. 

Missing Numbers 
1898—“ Our Guidon”’—September 
“Word and Work”—November 
1899—“ Word and Work”—January, Feb- 
ruary, March. 
April, May, 
September, 
December 
1901—‘‘ Word and Work”’—-February 
“Monthly Report ”’—September 
1903—“Monthly Report ’’—September. 


October 


: 
— 


EVEL 


BONE 


SUNT A-R IAN 
WORD & WORK 
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The Annual Meeting of the 
American Unitarian Associa- 
tion will be held in Tremont 
Temple, Boston, on Tuesday and Wednes- 
day, the 23rd, and 24th. The preliminary 
programs are now in the printer’s hands 
aad will soon be distributed through the 
churches. It is greatly to be hoped that 
large numbers of our people are planning 
to be in Boston for Anniversary week, 
and that the meetings of the Association 
will be as largely attended and as serious 
and earnest in spirit as the responsibilities 
of the Association are pressing and its 
outlook hopeful. 

On Tuesday afternoon, May 23rd, the 
directors will present their annual reports. 
Each committee will be represented by 
one of its members so that a complete 
survey of the work of the past year will 
be laid before the members of the Associa- 
tion. The Secretary will give the closing 
address. 

In the evening the Hon. John D. Long 
will take the chair and the President of 
the Association will give his annual ad- 
dress. This will be followed by fraternal 
greetings from other fellowships. Dr. 
Philip S. Moxom will represent the Con- 
gregationalists, Dr, J. Coleman Adams 
will represent the Universalists, and prob- 
ably Dr. H. G. Eisenlohr will represent 


Annual 
Meeting. 


the German Evangelical churches. The 
closing address will be given by Dr. 
Minot J. Savage. 

On Wednesday morning Dr. Hale will 
conduct the Devotional Meeting and the 
business of the Association will be tran- 
sacted, including the election of officers 
and directors and the discussion of matters 
brought before the Association by or 
through the business committee. It is 
earnestly requested that members having 
business to introduce or resolutions to 
propose notify the Secretary of their pur- 
pose at once in order that time may be 
reserved for due debate. In the after- 
noon addresses on various aspects of 
our field work will be given by Rev. 
William Channing Brown, Field Secretary 
for New England, Rev. John L. Robinson, 
State Secretary for Virginia, Rev. Otto Von 
Zech, Commissioner to visit the Liberal 
Germans, and Rev. William H. Pulsford 
of Chicago. In the evening the annual 
sermon will be preached by Rev. Merle 
St. C. Wright of New York. 


The programs arranged by 
the other societies which are 
in the habit of holding 
meetings in Anniversary week are well ad- 
vanced. The arrangements made by the 
Alliance and the Young People’s Union are 


Anniversary 
Week. 
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described in this number of Word and 
Work. The usual services of morning 
prayer will be held every day in King’s 
Chapel. The Sunday-School Society has 
arranged interesting programs for the morn- 
ing and afternoon of Friday, the 26th. 
The Berry Street Conference comes on 
Tuesday morning, with a paper by Prof. 
Francis A. Christie of Meadville. The 
Historical Society comes on Thursday 
morning and Dr. Edward E. Hale will give 
his reminiscences of the earlier days of 
Unitarianism and its leaders. The Tem- 
perance Society meets on Thursday after- 
noon under the presidency of Mr. Dole; 
and the usual meetings of the Ministerial 
Union, the Meadville Alumni, Children’s 
Mission, and the rest will take their cus- 
tomary places. It is very much to be 
hoped that the good custom of some of 
our churches of paying the expenses of 
their ministers and their wives and ac- 
credited delegates to Anniversary week 
meetings will become more widely prac- 
tised. What better present can a good 
parishioner make to his minister’s family 
than to send them to Boston for this 
series of stimulating meetings and for the 
good comradeship involved in the social 
intercourse? The Unitarian Festival 
crowns the week on Friday night. It 
should be remembered that the Unitarian 
Festival is not an affair in charge of any 
one of the national societies. The officers 
of the American Unitarian Association or of 
the Hospitality Committee are often ap- 
proached by persons wishing to go to the 
Festival, or critical of the conduct of the 
Festival, or of the selection of the speakers, 
but they have no responsibility for these 
matters. The Festival is a dinner given 
by the laymen of Boston to the visiting 
ministers and delegates and friends. The 
President and Secretary of the Associa- 
tion are numbered among the guests of 
the occasion. They have no other rights 
or responsibilities than those of guests 
who are glad to share the kind hospitality 
of the welcoming laymen. 


The Hospitality Committee 
for Anniversary Week has 
been busy with its plans all Winter 
and its announcements will be made 
in the preliminary program. As in 
former years it is proposed to entertain 
ministers and their wives who come from 
a distance of over forty miles from Bos- 
ton, and the customary mid-day luncheons 


Hospitality. 


will be served at the Bulfinch Place Church, 
‘Room 3, of the Association Building will 


be open each day for the convenience and 
comfort of delegates and will be a social 
headquarters. Reduced rates for rooms 
have been secured at the Commonwealth 
Hotel on Bowdoin St. which can be se- 
cured in advance by writing to the man- 
ager of the hotel. On Monday evening, 
May 22, a reception will be held as last 
year at the Hotel Somerset. President 
and Mrs. Carroll D. Wright, and President 
and Mrs. Samuel A. Eliot are expected 
to receive and there will be music and 
refreshments throughout theevening. The 
generous activities of the Hospitality Com- 
mittee have been for some years past 
greatly appreciated by delegates and visi- 
tors and the officers of the Association 
are glad to recognize how much the 
traditional climate of Anniversary Week 
has been improved by the genial good 
will diffused by these self-sacrificing and 
industrious workers. 


The Committee elected at 
the last Annual Meeting 
of the Association to nominate officers 
and directors for the new year have 
completed their difficult task, and the 
ballots have been sent out to the voters. 
Very few of the constituents of the Asso- 
ciation realize the amount of labor with 
which the successive votes of the Associa- 
tion burden the Nominating Committee. 
The nominating procedure is now com- 
plicated, the amount of correspondence 
is very great, and the various votes of the 
Association at different annual meetings 
are sometimes difficult to codify or har- 


Nominations. 
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monize. The admirable manner in which 
the committee has discharged its duty this 
year is obvious, not only because of the 
excellent selection of names presented to 
the voters of the Association but also on 
account of the representative character 
of these names. Thirty names appear 
upon the ballot and these names are from 
thirteen different states. Sixteen are 
from Massachusetts but from thirteen 
different towns within that state. The 
others are from Maine, New Hampshire, 
New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
Maryland, District of Columbia, Georgia, Il- 
linois, Kansas, Minnesota,California. Of the 
last two states there are two names each. 

The Annual Meetings of the Associa- 
tion have been entirely heedless of the 
appeals of successive Nominating Com- 
mittees against the arduous character of 
their duties. The meetings have refused 
to relieve the successive committees by 
simplifying the machinery or reducing 
the labor and the burden increases-rather 
than diminishes, and as it is a task which 
receives no thanks it is increasingly diffi- 
cult to find Unitarians ready to serve. 
Further, is it not time for the Annual 
Meeting to face the fact that under the 
present rules officers are annually nomi- 
nated or elected to the Board of Directors 
or to the nominating committee who are 
not in any sense legal members of the 
Association. The entire disregard of legal 
requirements which characterizes the pres- 
ent rules under which the Nominating 
Committee has to work is not creditable 
to a business corporation. The remedy 
lies in the hands of the voters of the As- 
sociation who have heretofore refused to 
listen to the admonitions and warnings 
of their own committees. 


Good news comes from the 
Church of the Messiah in 
St. Louis. This church has 
for many years carried on what is called 
the Mission Free School. The purpose of 
this institution is to provide a home for 


St. Louis 
Free School.. 


children who are neglected or whose par- 
ents are temporarily unable to care for 
them. Last year thirty-seven neglected 
children were sent to the Home by the 
Provident Association, twenty-four by 
the Humane Society, thirty-four by the 
Juvenile Court, and one hundred eighty- 
five were taken by parents who were not 
able from some cause to care for them. 
The stay of any of the children in the 
Home is only temporary, homes being se- 
cured for them in families that wish to 
adopt them. There can be no. better 
work done for society than to care for its 
neglected children. Unless cared for, 
the chances are that they become criminals 
or paupers. It is in line with the spirit 
that the Church of the Messiah has ever 
manifested toward human needs that this 
Home is maintained by the church, -for 
the benefit of all and not for sectarian 
purposes. The Home has an endowment 
fund, but because rent has had to be paid 
there has never been an adequate income, 
though the work has grown from year to 
year. One of the women in the congre- 
gation has now given a lot of land, over 
four hundred feet deep, in the most ad- 
vantageous location in the city. Upon this 
she proposes to erect a building of the most 
approved type. Plans are already drawn 
for it. The normal capacity of the Home 
will be forty, but when crowded it will 
accomodate fifty. This gift releases the 
whole income of the endowment from 
rent charges and sets the School on a per- 
manent foundation. It is good to learn 
that the spirit of the founder still moves 
within the Church of the Messiah, and 
that Dr. Eliot’s humanitarian ideals are 
cherished by both his successor in office 
and those who are now members of this 
church of precious memories. 


The following ministers have 
been installed in their new 
parishes within the last weeks. 
Rev. Thomas 8. Robjent at Albany on 
March 26, Rev. A. P. Reccord at Spring- 


Ministerial 
Personals. 


4 American Unitarian Association 


field on April 7, Mr. Earl C. Davis at Pitts- 
field on April 7th, Rev. 8. C. Beane Jr., at 
North Andover on April 19th. 

Rey. C. C. Clarke has been forced by 
ill health to resign his charge at Gardner 
which he has conducted bravely and con- 
structively for two years past. Rev. 
Charles Ferguson has resigned his charge 
at St. Joseph, Mo., in order to devote him- 
self exclusively to the care of All Souls’ 
Church in Kansas City. Rev. John B. W. 
Day has resigned his charge at Channing 
Church, Dorchester. Professor Gilmore 
has resigned his chair at the Meadville 
Theological School and has been granted 
leave of absence to go abroad for the next 
six months. On account of the health of 
his family Rev. E. E. Newbert has re- 
signed at Indianapolis, Ind. Rev. C. B. 
Elder has resigned his charge at Keene 
N.H., to accept a call to the Church of the 
Unity, Worcester. Rev. J. M. Wilson has 
resigned at Fall River to accept a call to 
Lexington. Rev.S. C. Beane has resigned 
at Newburyport to accept a call to Law- 
rence, Mass. Rev. Albert Lazenby has 
accepted an engagement for one year at 
Lynn, Mass. Rev. George W. Solley has 
accepted a call to Winchendon. Mr. J. H. 
Lathrop has received and accepted a call 
to Berkeley, Cal. 

The death of the Rev. John B. Green 
of Newburgh, N:Y. deprives our fellow- 
ship of the services of one of the most 
genial and beloved of our ministers. His 
earnestness and courage and canny Scotch 
judgment will be greatly missed in our 
denominational gatherings. 


The improvement of the 
equipment of our free 
churches continues to go for- 
ward rapidly. Ground was broken in April 
for the beautiful new church at St. Paul, 
Minn. Plans have been accepted for the 
new church at Seattle, Wash., which will 
be built in the course of the summer. 
The fine new church at Des Moines, 
Iowa, is just ready for dedication and the 


New Church 
Buildings. 


pretty church at Montclair, N.J., was 
dedicated with impressive and inspiring 
services on April 20th. The society in 
Burlington, Vt. has purchased a handsome 
parsonage. The Third Church in Hing- 
ham, Mass., has added a convenient parish 
house which has just been opened and the 
church at Newton Centre has completely 
redecorated and refurnished its meeting- 
house. At Kansas City, Mo., All Souls’ 
Church has purchased a lot on Baltimore 
Ave. in‘the best residence section, and 
plans for the new building are being drawn. 

The beautiful church of All Souls’ at 
Braintree was dedicated on April 18th. 
This church has cost nearly $40,000. It 
was dedicated entirely free from debt and 
the money represents only the gifts of 
the local congregation. All Souls’ Church 
is the youngest religious organization in 
the town of Braintree, dating only from 
1900. Its history and development is 
significant. It represents the union of 
the Universalist and the Unitarian ele- 
ments of the community. The Univer- 
salist church had existed in Braintree for 
some time but had only a feeble life. A 
number of Unitarian families in the town 
joined with this organization and their 
influence and the resources which they 
commanded at once lifted the new society 
into growth and efficiency. The church 
sought fellowship in both the Unitarian and 
the Universalist denominations and the 
name ofits minister, Rev. Frederick R. Grif- 
fin is borne on the list of both denomina- 
tions. This church ought to be the pioneer 
of similar union organizations all over the 
country. It has shown that such union 
is both possible and remarkably successful. 
The new church building is in the English, 
rural, Gothic style and built of field stone 
with trimmings of Indiana limestone. It 
is a charming design and the whole effect 
of the building is excellent. The architect 
was Mr. E. J. Lewis, Jr., of the First Parish 
in Dorchester. Much of the success of 
this interesting movement is due to the 
alert young minister, Rev. F. R. Griffin 
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and to the chairman of the Building Com- 
mittee, Mr. George O. Wales. 


The Field Agent of the Associ- 
tion, now working in New Eng- 
land, is completing his service 
for the First Parish in Haverhill. This is 
one of our oldest parishes, having been es- 
tablished in 1645. In recent years the 
losses by deaths and removals have been 
heavy and it has found it difficult to make 
good the shrinkage in numbers and finan- 
cial support. A new complication arose 
when the city, desiring to enlarge a neigh- 
boring school house, made advances to the 
parish for the purchase of its property, a 
property which is the best church site in 
the city. Some of the people thought at 
first that the parish ought to sell, but after 
a very careful canvass by Mr. Brown a 
sentiment in favor of preserving this most 
important historical monument of a city 
of 40,000, and carrying it on with in- 
creased power, was discovered in quarters 
where before interest was unsuspected. 
By the Field Agent’s work the financial 
condition of the society was somewhat im- 
proved, the number of regular subscribers 
was increased from forty to sixty, and 
confidence was so restored that at a recent 
parish meeting the sentiment against sell- 
ing the property on any terms was unani- 
mous. The minister of the Parish, Rev. 
John A. Hayes, and all the people co-op- 
erated with the field agent in every pos- 
sible way. The parish now feels itself 
stronger and the vision of the service which 
it may render a growing city is clearer. 
The people have taken hold with fresh 
vigor and renewed courage. To deepen 
the impression already made three special 
Sunday evening services are being held. 
On April 30, Rev. William Channing 
Brown, Field Agent of the Association, 
preached upon, “The First Parish and its 
Gospel”; April 7, Rev. Charles E. St. 
John, Secretary of the Association, will 
give his illustrated lecture on “The Plant- 
ing of Free Churches”; May 14, Rev. 


Haverhill, 
Mass. 


George F. Pratt of Christ Church, Dor- 
chester, will preach upon “What a Uni- 
tarian Church may do for Men and 
Women.” Thus the fellowship of the 
churches is able to extend a helping hand 
and add to the efficiency of a church in 
need, 

A series of services was 
held in the Second Church, 
Boston, at 5 p.m. on each 
week day of the two weeks before Easter. 
The subject chosen for these meetings, 
“Beliefs that Control Life,” was positive. 
and the speakers were each asked to talk 
on that special Unitarian belief which 
meant most to them. It was a some- 
what novel sight to see a musical leader 
stand forth on the pulpit platform with 
baton in hand directing vigorously the 
singing of well-known hymns. Hymn 
followed hymn, and in the short service, 
lasting less than an hour, five such con- 
gregational hymns were sung. A simple 
litany was prepared which embodied in 
prayer and responses the main elements 
of our Unitarian faith. Rev. Mr. St. John, 
the Secretary of the American Unitarian 
Association, and Mr. Van Ness, the min- 
ister of the church, spoke at the first meet- 
ing on “Immortality” and ‘Human 
Brotherhood” respectively; and at the 
last meeting, which was conducted by Rev. 
Mr. Frothingham, the subject chosen was 
“The Cross, the Way of Life.” It was 
noticeable that these meetings grew stead- 
ily in interest and in attendance, culminat- 
ing in the Good Friday Communion Ser- 
vice, at which the Rev. Charles G. Ames 
made the address. Other speakers were 
Rev. Edward D. Towle, Rev. Adelbert L. 
Hudson, Rev. John H. Holmes, Rev. 
James Huxtable, Rev. Frank W. Pratt, and 
Rev. Eugene R. Shippen, who treated 
such subjects as “The Necessity of Be- 
lief,’ “‘The Leadership of Jesus,’ and 
“Faith in God.” Those who regularly 
attended are of the impression that the 
meetings helped to awaken new interest 
and to deepen spiritual life. 


Second Church 
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National Alliance of 
Unitarfan and Other Liberal Christian Glomen 


Headquarters: Room 10, 25 Beacon Street, Boston 


Miss Emma OC. Low, President, 
153 State St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Mrs. Coarites T. CATLIN, Treasurer, 
25 Beacon St., Boston, Mass. 


Mrs. Eminy A. Firrevp, Ree. Sec., 

4 Ashland St., Dorchester, Mass. 
Mrs. Rospert H. Davis, Cor. Sec., 

19 East 44th St., New York, 


Miss FLoRENCE EVERETT, Clerk. 


The object of the Alliance is, primarily, to quicken the religious life of our Unitarian churches, and 
to bring the women of the denomination into closer acquaintance, co-operation, and fellowship. 


The most important thing for the 
branches to consider at this time is the 
annual meeting, the call for which has 
been sent out. Each branch should be 
quite sure that the chosen delegates 
either attend the meeting or send votes 
by mail in time to be counted. Every vote 
so sent should have with it the yellow card 
signed by the secretary, which is the cre- 
dential. BALLOTS WITHOUT THE CARDS CAN- 
NOT BE COUNTED. No amendment can be 
passed without a two thirds vote of all the 
delegates, which shows the necessity of 
a full vote. The amendment this year is 
to secure a biennial instead of an annual 
election of officers. This is a return to 
the original plan of the Alliance, although 
as an incorporated body an annual meet- 
ing for business, reports etc. must always 
be held. The working year is so short 
that vice-presidents and directors hardly 
have time to know anything about their 
branches, before a possible change comes 
and the second year of service is often 
much more valuable than the first. 

A Memorial Fund is intended to keep 
in remembrance and perpetuate the work 
of members of the Alliance no longer liv- 
ing, the privilege to be acquired by gifts 
of money, the income to be at the dis- 
posal of the executive board of the Alli- 
ance. 


The usual public meeting will be held 
at the South Congregational Church, New- 
bury and Exeter streets, on Monday, 
May 22, 1905, at 2 o’clock. The meeting 
will be opened by Rev. Edward Everett 
Hale, D.D., and addresses will be given 


by Rev. William S. Key, Rev. Margaret 
B. Barnard and others. All interested 
are most cordially invited. 


The April meeting of the executive 
board was held in New York on Friday 
the 14th with thirteen present, including 
four from Massachusetts. Interesting let- 
ters from Wichita showed that only $140 
is needed to complete the sum asked from 
the Alliance, and other appeals have been 
generously lessened. An appeal for $500 
for Winnipeg, Manitoba, was recommended 
to the branches. 

The resignation of Miss Bertha Lang- 
maid as secretary of the Cheerful Letter 
committee was accepted with much regret. 
As a reorganization will be necessary, the 
committee was enlarged by the addition 
of Mrs. Harris Kennedy, Mrs. Sidney 
Peterson, and Mrs. C. L. Stebbins. 

A great deal of interest was aroused by 
the reports of several Junior Alliances 
which seem to be admirably suited to the 
younger girls. It is desired that where- 
ever such a committee or branch has been 
formed it will report to the corresponding 
secretary that it may have a place in the 
Manual, and that others may know about 
the plan and its possibilities. 

It was voted that a new edition of Rev. 
W. P. Tilden’s ‘““What does the Unita- 
rianism of to-day stand for?” should be 
printed. The P. O. Mission committee 
consider this tract of perennial value and 
it is likely to be much used by all branches 
doing the work. 

The afternoon session was devoted to 
reading the reports of committees and 
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branches, the meeting being enlarged by 
the addition of officers of the New York 
and New Jersey branches, and at four 
o’clock all adjourned to the Church of 
the Messiah where a delightful reception 
was given by the branch. Altogether 
the day was one of profit and pleasure. 


Three sermons, “The Bible,” by Rev. 
A. T. Bowser, and “We Can” and 
“Glorying in the Cross” by Rev. James 
Eells, have been added to the Exchange 
list. 

Visitors to the New York headquarters 
are much interested in the Morehouse 
Memorial Library founded by the New 
York League. It already contains many 
autograph copies of books by eminent 
Unitarians and is fast becoming useful. 

Attention is called to a modest request 
in aid of the little society in Sturbridge, 
Mass. The church is of many years’ stand- 
ing, Rev. John A. Buckingham being its 
organizer and first pastor. By death and 
change it has had for the past few years 
a struggle to exist. The minister of the 
Universalist church in Southbridge has 
preached Sunday afternoons the salary 
being shared by the two societies, and 
much of it being raised by the efforts of 
the women. “The little cabinet organ 
which has served them from the beginning 
is just about worn out and it is their am- 
bition to get a new one.” It is for this 
that a modest appeal is presented, hoping 
for the interest and co-operation of the 
Alliance. This is one of the cases where 
the very little from each branch amounts 
to all that is needed. 


Massachusetts Reports concluded. 


At North Andover the branch is pre- 
paring to welcome a new minister. Is 
studying the Bible and has had papers on 
The Psalms, The religion of the Jews and 
The Epistles of St. Paul. 
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Beverly branch studying English au- 
thors, led by the pastor. Meets monthly 
for sewing and again for business and with 
aspeaker. Is raising fund for new Parish 
house, and entertained the Essex Con- 
ference on Feb. 22. 

Haverhill branch meets at the homes 
twice each month, with monthly suppers 
for the church. The programme includes 
talks by the pastor on Psychology and 
study of “Jesus and the Social Question” 
by Rev. Francis Peabody. 

Gloucester meets at homes twice each 
month, once for business and social hour, 
and once for study. Subjects considered 
Red Cross work, Fishermen’s Institute, 
Consumer’s League and Salvation Army. 
Supplied flowers for the pulpit on 
Sundays and has given $200 to Parish 
committee. 

The Lawrence branch also alternates a 
business meeting and one with a speaker 
each month. Southern work, Women and 
Religion of today, Trees and Woodlands 
and The House and Home have been the 
chosen subjects. Given to the church 
$100, to Farmington $1 and articles to 
fairs. 

Lynn branch enjoys the Religious In- 
telligence given by the members. Has 
heard addresses on Mrs. Humphry Ward, 
Palestine and Frontier Life, and is pre- 
paring for an Easter sale. Sent $10 each 
to Richmond and Wichita, $20 each to 
Green Harbor and Farmington. A P.O. 
Mission correspondent who is a printer 
has offered to print sermons for the 
branch. 

Ayer has held an Apron sale and Lawn 
party, sent one dollar to Richmond Va., 
voted two subscriptions to The Cheerful 
Letter, re-decorated the church parlor 
and responded to appeals. A literary pro- 
gram is given at each meeting, followed 
by a tea and a social hour. 

Chelmsford has held regular meetings 
with good attendance and several new 
members. A Rummage Sale and Fair 
have added a goodly sum to the treasury. 
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Articles have been sent to fairs and money 
and clothing given to charity. 

The Secretary of the Groton Branch re- 
ports that Word and Work is read each 
month and says “The services of Mrs. 
Dix, our honored president have been 
highly appreciated and her efforts on be- 
half of the Alliance sincere and untiring.” 
Various appeals have met with a cordial 
response and the home church has been 
generously aided. 

The Littleton Branch, with a largely 
increased membership is studying the 
Bible under the able leadership of Mr. 
Malick. Mrs. Greeley has addressed them 
on Bible Study. $5 has been sent to 
Richmond, $3 to Southern Circuit work, 
$3 to Rev. Wm. Channing Brown for 
missionary work, $1 to Dover and articles 
to various fairs. 

Lowell reports new members and in- 
teresting meetings addressed by Mrs. 
Peterson, Mrs. Sumner and Mrs. Ather- 
ton. The Cheerful Letter and P.O. Mis- 
sion committees continue good work. 
Several articles have been contributed to 
fairs and $10 each sent to Green Harbor 
and Fort Fairfield, $5 each to Meadville 
student, Richmond, Indianapolis and 
Cheerful Letter committee, $20 given to 
church treasury and the same amount 
pledged for five years to Southern 
Circuit. 

The Peabody branch reports a very 
excellent calendar, the subjects being of 
interest, members of the branch writing 
the papers and assuming the discussion of 
them. Meetings are held every fortnight, 
and supper is served after each. Addi- 
tions have been made to the church, and 
various sales have provided funds for par- 
tial payment of the same. Meetings are 
well attended, and the interest seems to 
be genuine. 

Pepperell holds monthly suppers to in- 
crease the treasury. The Study Class is 
taking up with great interest the Emerson 
Leaflet. Two ladies from the Congrega- 
tional church have begged the privilege of 


joining to study Emerson. $5 has been 
given to charity and $2 sent to Snow Hill. 

The Westford Branch mourns the loss 
of two of its officers. Is having an inter- 
esting program under the direction of the 
president. $3 each has been sent to Far- 
mington, Me. and the Snow Hill Institute. 
A barrel of clothing to Calhoun and a bar- 
rel of magazines to the fishermen at 
Gloucester. 

The Watertown Branch has raised dur- 
ing the year for Parish needs $502.24; 
for its own work by voluntary contribu- 
tions $28. Has given for Southern work 
$10, Christmas and Easter Decorations 
$10, Green Harbor $5, Sudbury $5, 
Cheerful Letter $5, Morgan Memorial $2. 
Many articles have been given in answer to 
appeals, 3 barrels of reading matter and 
on travelling library sent out. Monthly 
meetings with addresses, and a Study 
Class. 

The Marblehead branch must of neces- 
sity bend all its energies towards the sup- 
port of the church. Cake sales, and fairs 
are enthusiastically undertaken, and lect- 
ures arranged to help fill the sometimes 
empty treasury. The meetings are held 
in the evening at the houses of members. 
The determination to uphold the branch, 
and the other organizations of the church 
is most commendable and brings out the 
best energies of the members. 

At Newburyport the opening meeting 
of the season was a memorial service to 
Mrs. Beane, the late president of the 
branch. Tributes were offered by mem- 
bers of the Alliance, favorite hymns sung 
and read, and the meeting in every way 
expressed the affection and appreciation 
in which Mrs. Beane was held. The branch 
holds its meetings monthly, while a sewing 
circle connected with the society meets 
weekly. The interest in Cheerful Letter 
work has increased since Mrs. Nichols 
spoke to them in Dec. A very well se- 
lected “Religious Intelligence” is read at 
every meeting. They respond generously 
to appeals. 
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Last year an arrangement was made 
to have 6 union meetings of the three 
Salem branches, and to invite to some of 
the meetings the Beverly, Marblehead 
and Peabody branches. The same ar- 
rangement is made for this year. At 
the first meeting Miss Low told of her 
Pacific trip. Rev. Mr. Butler of Quincy, 
Mrs. Weatherly, Rev. T. O. Holmes, Mr. 
Applebee, and Mrs. W. C. Nichols are to 
be the other speakers. The audiences 
are large, and a general feeling of friend- 
liness is created between the branches, 
a social hour with tea following the 
speaking. 

North Church, Salem branch holds a 
business meeting each month at which 
there are readings by members from the 
“Bible for Modern Readers.’? Cheerful 
Letter work is quite prominent. Barrels 
of clothing are sent out at frequent in- 
tervals, and appeals are generously re- 
sponded to. It holds two of the Union 
meetings at its vestry. 

The regular meetings of the First Church, 
Salem are well attended. The Cheerful 
Letter and P.O. Mission are important 
features of the work. They are raising 
money for a stereopticon for the Sunday 
School, and also for a new piano. They 
have recently held a very interesting ex- 
hibit of old silver—old jewelry, daguerreo- 
types, etc. of which Salem offers an inter- 
esting supply. A basket of articles is kept 
from which to draw in answer to appeals 
from other branches, and the regular ap- 
peals are considered and answered as ex- 
pedient. This branch also holds two union 
meetings during the season. 

The Second Church Salem branch has 
on its programme 10 home meetings, and 
joins with the two other Salem branches 
in 6 Union meetings. On the home after- 
noons they are taking up the forty ques- 
tions relating to Unitarianism arranged 
for the use of Alliances, and find that they 
create much interest. The P.O. Mission 
is a new feature in this branch, but the 
Cheerful Letter work is well carried on, 
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and two travelling libraries have been sent 
out. The branch has responded gener- 
ously to appeals. Cake sales, and a lect- 
ure on the “Marble Faun” by Rev. Mr. 
Spaulding have brought in quite a little 
money. 

Athol reports 23 members. Through 
the cold weather meetings are held in pri- 
vate houses, and devoted to sewing. A fair 
and entertainment realized a little more 
than two hundred dollars which was given 
for church expenses and music. 

The secretary of the Barre branch writes 
“Tn spite of the cold weather the meetings 
have been well attended, and more enthu- 
siasm has been aroused than for a long 
time. Extensive repairs have been made 
in the church, sewing done for Childrens 
Mission and $2 sent for southern work. 

Clinton branch holds one meeting each 
month, devoted to sewing for local charity. 
A supper and entertainment follows from 
which they ordinarily realize fifteen 
dollars. 

The monthly meetings of the branch in 
Fitchburg have been addressed by Miss 
Low and Mr. Dole and several of their own 
members. The P.O. Mission committee 
puts tracts in the vestibule and pews of 
the church and in some of the stores 
frequented by friends living at a distance. 
Repairs have been made in the kitchen of 
the chapel and $400 given towards the 
reduction of the parish debt. Money and 
articles have been sent in response to 
appeals. 

Gardner has a good programme arranged 
by its Study committee for one meeting a 
month, the subjects all pertaining to Uni- 
tarianism and Alliance work. The mem- 
bers answer appeals from a distance, 
look after those who are sick, help with 
parish expenses, and altogether do good 
work. 

Leominster holds monthly meetings in 
the chapel of the new church. A reading 
by Mr. Charles Williams gave them $21.05, 
of which $5 was sent to Richmond, Va. 
They pay for their church calendar and 
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have contributed articles for fairs when- 
ever solicited. 

The Northboro branch reports more 
interest than in former years. They have 
had interesting talks and lectures from 
Rev. Mr. Hayward, Mr. Dole and Mr. 
Douthit as well as their own minister. 
They enjoyed very much an afternoon 
with Miss Williams and the officers 
were invited to hear Mrs. Atherton at 
Westboro “from whose inspiring words 
they derived great benefit and pleasure.” 
Have contributed articles to fairs, $1 to 
Maine $5 to Richmond, $50 to their own 
parish and $25 to the choir. Clothing 
has been sent to Port Royal and garments 
to hospitals. 

Early in the season Uxbridge held a 
neighborhood meeting, inviting the ladies 
from Mendon and Hopedale. The di- 
rector gave a paper on the work and hopes 
of the National Alliance and the secre- 
taries of the three branches told of the 
work which had been done during the past 
year. A social hour was spent, tea served ; 
and the afternoon helped bring some of the 
women of the denomination into closer ac- 
quaintance and fellowship. “The Uxbridge 
members are fine, earnest workers and give 
time and strength to raise the money 
necessary for the help they give the church, 
for local charities and for outside ap- 
peals.”” They have recently given one 
hundred dollars to the church. 

The director also read a paper at a 
neighborhood meeting held by the Mendon 
branch. The ladies have made the Town 
Hall most attractive. A delightful after- 
noon was spent and bounteous hospitality 
extended. “This small band of earnest 
workers, still perseveres, in spite of great 
difficulties. They give the suppers and 
sales, the social functions of the church, 
contribute to its Support, in truth, keep 
the society together, the Unitarian society 
which meets in that splendid old meeting 
house in the historic town of Mendon.” 

The Westboro branch meets once a 
month at the homes to sew and at each 


meeting has a paper read. Instead of 
the annual fair, they have adopted the 
calendar plan, whereby every one pays 
two cents a week, having a person rep- 
resent a year, who, in turn secures her 
twelve months and they, the four weeks 
and the weeks each seven days. In nine 
months last year they raised two hundred 
dollars. One day is set apart for Cheerful 
Letter reports and “the thirty-four en- 
thusiastic members must be a power in 
the church and in the community.” 

Hopedale has nearly a hundred mem- 
bers, who work with great interest and 
absolute harmony. “We meet once in two 
weeks except through the summer, and 
alternate the church supper and enter- 
tainment with an afternoon tea, when we 
have a special guest, who gives us a paper. 
We hope in the near future to have a 
chime of bells in our church tower and 
the Alliance has assumed the responsi- 
bility of raising the money for one of the 
bells. We liked the plan of Westboro so 
much that we adopted the calendar 
scheme, with some modifications, allowing 
the donors to give two cents a week for a 
year, 10 cts. a month or $1.05 all at once. 
The amount needed for the bell has thus 
been promised.” Much other good work 
is done by this branch and many appeals 
are answered and an excellent programme 
prepared. 

The Worcester League does a splendid 
work by having its membership extend 
outside the city churches and many ladies 
are thus members of the National Alliance, 
whose home society has not joined. 

The Florence branch is working along 
the usual lines successfully. Different 
speakers have been heard, and much in- 
spiration was derived from a visit from 
Mrs. Davis. The P.O. Mission has 
broadened its work. 

The Northampton branch has been un- 
able to hold its meetings as before the 
burning of the church, but it still has 
good attendance. The Study Class has 
been using Crooker’s “Religious Freedom 


National 


in American Education,” as a basis for 
discussion. A committee has oversight of 
the room in Dickinson Hospital for which 
the branch does the necessary sewing. 
Cheerful Letter work has been enlarged 
this year. Some appeals have been an- 
swered, but the members have been hold- 
ing sewing meetings, in anticipation of the 
needs of the new church. 

The Amherst branch holds but one 
business meeting in the year,—its closing 
one. The women have sold Young 
People’s Religious Union calendars, held 
sales, and made Christmas decorations for 
the church. They have started one Trav- 
elling Library of forty volumes. Some of 
the topics discussed have been Ancient 
Civilization in the Tigre and the Eu- 
phrates river basins, Philanthropic work 
done by Deaconesses in the Methodist 
Church, How to quicken the religious life 
of our churches. 

The Ware branch has cared for a needy 
family of five children, held a successful 
social and food sales. 

In Holyoke the Cheerful Letter Com- 
mittee is doing strong work. Has sent 
out three Travelling Libraries, and sends 
reading to miners and sailors. Post Office 
Mission is not so active, few choosing this 
line of work. A committee has prepared 
a program based on James Freeman 
Clarke’s “‘Ten Great Religions of the 
World.” Letters of sympathy, of en- 
couragement, of congratulation, are sent 
to all branches needing them. ‘Also, 
when an appeal cannot be answered, a 
letter always goes, that good-will may be 
strengthened.”” Much help is given to the 
church, through the Ladies’ Aid Commit- 
tee. Southern work is being aided reg- 
ularly. Religious Intelligence furnishes 
much interest to the meetings. 

The Chicopee branch has been sewing 
for a needy family. The Flower Mission 
provides sunshine for the sick, the aged, 
and the shut-ins. The meetings are all 
well attended, with some outsiders each 
time. $350. has been given to the church, 
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and $150. has been placed in a permanent 
fund which the branch has established. 
They have held a Christmas-fair, Flower 
Exhibit, Rummage Sale, Afternoon Whist, 
Faggot Party, Supper of Nations, and 
Subscription Whist. Mite-boxes held for 
one year, when opened, yielded $125. A 
varied program is being followed. Nat- 
ure Talks, Japanese Women, Jerusalem, 
The Home, Home and Society, Home 
Work and its Influence, Book Review. 
Especial tribute is paid, by the branch, to 
the pastor who is most inspiring and help- 
ful. 

The Springfield branch reports small 
attendance upon its meetings, but the 
spirit excellent. ‘Some people even say 
that the Alliance is the one live part 
of the church, during these trying days.” 
The members have been studying Chan- 
ning, Parker, and Martineau. The meet- 
ings are opened with the Lord’s Prayer 
by all, and, in addition, a prayer, by one 
of these great souls, is read. Music has 
been happily introduced this year, and 
lends much to the influence and atmos- 
phere of the regular meetings. A com- 
mittee to assist in the work of the Sunday 
School, has been appointed. Women 
from other churches, are much interested 
in these Alliance meetings and subjects, 
and gladly pay a small admission fee. A 
Current Events Letter is a feature of each 
meeting. Cheerful Letter work is going 
on with renewed interest. 

The usual interest in Connecticut Val- 
ley Associate Alliance exists among the 
branches of this section. A plan for in- 
viting some neighboring branch to each 
regular meeting is being carried out by 
most of the branches, and is resulting in 
mutual benefit. Most cordial sympathy 
exists, and the situation is bright, and full 
of promise. 

The Pittsfield branch now has 29 mem- 
bers, the Unity Workers having united 
with the Alliance. The funds are divided 
as follows; one third to the National 
Alliance, and one third each to Unity 
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Workers, and the Alliance. Meetings for 
sewing are held alternate weeks, and 
successful sales and suppers have been 
held. The branch is full of activity, 
working valiantly towards the permanent 
establishment of the church. The pro- 
gramme for the monthly meetings is filled 
chiefly by speakers from abroad. The 
secretary writes, ‘‘We have no minister 
yet, but are looking forward to a happy 
issue out of our perplexities. The Alli- 
ance is a great factor in keeping up our 
courage.” Rev. E. C. C. Davis, who has 
been preaching there, is much liked. Feb. 
Ist the branch met with Mrs. Fisher in 
Berkshire, going, the Sec’y. writes, “at 
eleven a.M. We dined and sewed, and 
talked till nearly five, having a really 
ideal meeting in which all gave of their 
best.” 

The little branch in Warwick is keep- 
ing faithfully on, holding bi-monthly meet- 
ings, with an average attendance of four 
or five. They are reading Chadwick’s 
“Channing” with great interest. Rev. 
D. M. Wilson of Northfield preaches in 
the old church Sunday afternoons. Dis- 
couraged by their fewness, the ladies had 
almost decided to abandon this year the 
effort to hold a fair, which has been an 
annual event for the past thirty-five years, 
but the director urged them not to take 
this backward step, and they now plan to 
hold the fair next spring or summer. 
They have sent articles in response to 
appeals from Salt Lake City, and Charles- 
ton. Warwick’s hope for the future lies 
in summer residents. The beauty and 
healthfulness of this fine old town is sure 
eventually to draw that class of recruits 
to the church. 

It would be impossible to overestimate 
the fine work being done in Rowe under 
Miss Barnard. Did time permit details, 
the facts would furnish material for a sort 
of Unitarian romance. The Director says 
“TI wish the Board could see the women 
driving in to their Alliance meetings over 
their tremendous hills, some bringing 
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their children, and witness the active, 
hearty interest, and the warm spirit of 
fellowship characterizing the meetings. 
The members are twenty-three. Their 
winter’s program is on “The Beginnings,” 
using Allen Gould’s book, on that subject, 
and different members treating such topics, 
as “How the World began,” ‘How the 
Soul began,” etc. The Alliance holds bi- 
monthly meetings at some member’s house. 
After the meeting, supper is served, and 
a social follows in the evening, to which 
men, women, and children, all come, the 
attendance ranging from fifty to one hun- 
dred. Happening to write Miss Barnard 
during the late blizzard, I said, “I suppose 
you are all buried up in Rowe.” Thanking 
me for my sympathy, she replied, ““We 
are not exactly buried however, for 53 
came out to-night to our Alliance and 
social.” The fair held in August netted 
$120. They have sent gifts to Salt Lake 
City and Evanston, Ill. and are planning 
to fit up a room in the Town Hall as a 
“Village Room,” for social purposes, if 
the town consent. Miss Barnard is build- 
ing up a Union church at Monroe Bridge, 
and some people from that church talk of 
joining the Rowe branch. The road to 
Monroe Bridge descends over a thousand 
feet in a mile and a quarter. Our local 
paper said “It takes a strong horse, a 
strong driver, and a stout heart to travel 
it in winter.” Yet this road Miss Barnard 
traverses every fortnight. 

The Greenfield branch is having a suc- 
sessful season. By the personal efforts 
of officers and directors, the membership 
has been increased from 54 last year, to 
92 this year. Of these, 47 are National 
members, and 45 local. The average at- 
tendance on the monthly meetings is fifty. 
On the afternoon of Sunday, Oct. 2d, the 
branch held a Peace Meeting in the church 
vestry, largely attended. In Nov. Mrs. 
Wm. G. Frost of Berea, Ky. spoke most 
interestingly on Berea College. In April, 
the branch will commemorate the cen- 
tennial of James Martineau by an address 
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from Rev. J. D. Reid on ‘‘Martineau.” A 
religious study class of sixteen faithful 
and interested young women meets weekly, 
conducted by the president of the branch, 
and is studying ‘Comparative Religions,” 
using J. Estlin Carpenter’s “Christianity 
and its place among religions,’’ Clodd’s 
“Childhood of Religions,” and Clarke’s 
“Ten Great Religions.” Barrels of cloth- 
ing have been sent to the Colored Industrial 
schools at Salem and Snow Hill, Ala., 
three dollars to Richmond, and articles 
from the Alliance basket to most of the 
appeals received. There are several Cheer- 
ful Letter workers, and some Post Office 
Mission work is done. 

The women of Turner’s Falls have re- 
cently formed an Alliance branch, which 
now numbers twenty-one, but with more 
expected. Owing to deaths and removals 
the Unitarian society at Turner’s Falls 
has had no pastor for two years, and no 
service. Though sadly discouraged, the 
women of this church have yet worked 
nobly, managing to pay each year the 
three hundred dollars due the Church 
Loan fund on the church debt. Rev. Geo. 
W. Solley is now supplying the pulpit ac- 
ceptably. The women enter on Alliance 
work with enthusiasm, and already feel 
its benefits, being greatly pleased by several 
cordial letters received from various 
branches, welcoming them to our fel- 
lowship. They no longer feel alone. 


Reports from the west and Rocky Mts. 
sections. 

Unity Branch, Denver, has done a large 
amount of charitable work among other 
things distributing twelve tons of coal to 
needy families not reached by other or- 
ganizations. Monthly suppers and social 
teas at the homes have been most success- 
ful. 

At Colorado Springs all the committees 
are active and doing good work. Much 
money has been raised and devoted to 


running expenses and charity and $100 
has been paid on the church debt. 

From Fort Collins the secretary writes: 
“There is much that is encouraging to tell. 
The ladies have paid the full fifteen hun- 
dred dollars for the church lot, and the 
winter’s work has been to furnish the 
church. The building goes slowly on, the 
very cold weather causing delay, but it is 
plastered, the windows in, and the base- 
ment almost completed. A letter from 
Miss Low saying that our appeal had been 
approved was indeed good news for us.” 
Each member pays a weekly due of ten 
cents in addition to the one dollar mem- 
bership fee. 

The Alliance Reading Club in Canon 
City, has been interested in reading ‘ Rus- 
sian Advance” and “In the heart of 
Japan,” with papers each week from mem- 
bers. The meetings are much enjoyed. 

At Butte, Montana, the branch is 
strong and active, and greatly relieved 
by the renewal of the appropriation from 
the A. U. A. which it hardly seemed to 
them they could live without at present. 
The church is surely gaining in influence. 
A hundred copies of Unity Hymns and 
Services are much desired, if any church 
has them to spare. 


The Appeals stand as follows: 


Fort Hairfield, Maine” sj -62 6 4 . 5 « $39.00 
"Wichita in AnSasos terrae cmiens saree ttn oterl os 140.00 
SaltivakeCity,-Utabe «tea. e sen ae 126.50 
Pueblo; Colorad Opascmte se ctesh comes © cores 714.00 
Indianapolis; Indiana... . ae... =. 719.00 
Hort Collins Coloradol. ses ss sss 7 439.00 
Winnipeg, Manitoba .......-.., 500.00 


The gift of $10 to Redlands reported as 
given by Unity Circle, Boston should have 
been $110. Unity Circle was the branch 
connected with Dr. Savage’s church in 
Boston and has preserved its identity and 
done good work although unconnected 
with any church. The members are very 
greatly interested in Rev. Maxwell Sav- 
age and his new church. 
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Responsibility 

Few Unions realize their importance. 
Fewer still live up to the importance that 
they feel. They all know that they have 
votes at the Annual Meeting,—that they 
help to elect the officers and vote “Yes” 
or “No” on the questions of policy,—but 
when that meeting is over most of the 
delegates go home and forget that they 
have a care in the world. They don’t real- 
ize their importance. 

Up to this time little has been said about 
the attitude of the Unions. Every year 
questions have come up that should be 
decided by the whole body, and so these 
questions have been put at the Annual 
Meeting. The few delegates that have 
read Word and Work or have talked with 
Directors have been ready with an opinion; 
the others have voted as the Committee 
recommended. Now this is entirely 
wrong. No body like ours should be 
swayed by the few who are in office. No 
matter how public-spirited and how sen- 
sible the officers are, the members should 
never give up their rights and their re- 
sponsibilities. Their rights are to elect the 
officers of the National Union and to con- 
trol and criticise the policy through the 
year. Their responsibilities are to know 
about the candidates for office, to follow 
the Directors through the year, to suggest 
new ways of working, and to criticise or 
commend according to their views. Every 
Union can keep in close touch with the 
National Union by reading Word and 
Work, and by writing to headquarters for 
an explanation of anything that is not 
clear. Every Union ought to feel re- 
sponsible for every person that is elected 
to office, and for every measure that is 
taken by the Board. Especially at this 
time of year, every Union ought to be 


Mr. Auveustus J. Borpsun, Treasurer 


well posted on the year’s work, and should 
be preparing for the Annual Meeting. 

Preparation for the Annual Meeting 
means reading the letters of the Nominat- 
ing, Finance, Policy, and whatever Com- 
mittee sends letters, and discussing these 
letters at a meeting of the Union. Rec- 
ommendations should be sent to these 
Committees, and the delegates from the 
Union should be made to understand the 
feeling of the members on all the ques- 
tions. If the Union is so far away that 
delegates cannot come to the Meeting 
the cards should be sent back with a letter 
asking for a Proxy. In that letter say how 
the proxy is to vote on all the questions 
that have come up. 

[Continued on page 16.] 


Hospitality 


The Boston Federation, in co-operation 
with the Unitarian Hospitality Committee, 
is making arrangements for the reception 
and entertainment of the delegates to the 
Young People’s Religious Union meetings, 
to be held Thursday afternoon and even- 
ing, May 25, 1905, at the South Congrega- 
tional Church, Exeter St. 

Delegates who may wish to remain in 
Boston over night will be provided with 
accommodations, upon application to the 
Unitarian Hospitality Committee for An- 
niversary Week, 25 Beacon Street. 

Through the courtesy of the larger Com- 
mittee, delegates outside of the forty mile 
limit, will be welcome on Thursday, May 
25th, at the luncheon at Bulfinch Place 
Church, upon application at the A. U. A. 
headquarters, 25 Beacon Street. 

The incoming officers will receive atthe 
conclusion of the afternoon session, fol- 
lowing which, a collation will be served. 
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Anniversary Week Programs 


The preliminary programs for Anni- 
versary Week will be ready in about two 
weeks. They will be distributed, and any 
Union who does not receive a copy should 
write at once to headquarters. Our full 
list of speakers and their subjects will be 
announced later. 


Secretary Lists 


The following additions should be made 
in the Secretary Lists. 


Penn. UnionCity ... Lend a Hand Club 

(s) Miss Katherine Payson Fourth Ave. 

Utah. Salt Lake City. ..... Y. P. Union 

(s) Miss Edna L. Clark 24 So. 1st West 

New Jersey. Elizabeth ..... Y. P. Society 

(s) Miss Dora Shirrep . 451 Grier Ave. 

Pepperell Babbidge Guild 
(s) Mr. Maurice I. Gilchrest. . 


Mass. 


ae hel 94 Ta-lar us, 


Pueblo, Colorado 
Up to April 20th $260 has been sent in 
by the Unions for Pueblo. If only a few 
more would make an effort to contribute 
to this fund the whole $300 would be given 
by the Unions, and not a cent would have 
to be taken from the National Treasury. 


Previously acknowledged. ...... $238.00 
Worcester, Mass. So. Unitarian 2.00 
SRE Ae en Poe rer ee 3.00 
Katamazeo, Mich- <>. ss 2s ow. se 3.00 
TowerGityalae “iiaced sf sie hie 5) eps, rene 2.00 
Wollaston Masso. wc 0 4). ofits eae. eect 5.00 
Meaford 21 ase meamtre ies cmos volcan sis ich” aye 5.00 
Mendon MASS ©.t-c 5) hts. See 3 ee 2.00 

$260.00 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MONTHLY MEETING 


The ninth regular meeting of the Board 
wasjheld in Room 11, on Tuesday April 
4, 1905. 

In Mr. Wheeler’s absence Mr. Vail and 
Mr. Melcher presided, and there were pres- 
ent: Mr. Boyden, Mr. Saunderson, Mr. 
Atherton, Mr. Harrington, Mr. Child, Miss 
Jones, and Miss Loring. 


The Chairman of the Policy Committee 
reported that the Committee had sent out 
two letters asking for suggestions on next 
year’s work; one to ex-Presidents, Presi- 
dents of Federations, interested ministers, 
etc., and one to all the Unions. 

The Publication Committee had sent a 
letter to the Unions asking for this year’s 
programs. 

The Secretary reported that Rev. Max- 
well Savage had accepted the Directors’ 
invitation to conduct the morning service 
on Young People’s Day at the Isles of 
Shoals. As the general subject for the 
week is to be “The Bible” it was 

Voted: to ask our evening speaker to 
make an address that shall be in line with 
the subject of the week. 

The Treasurer reported $400 in the 
treasury. 

The bills for the past month were ap- 
proved. 

Adjourned. 

Emity B. Ossorn Secretary 


Responsibility 


[Continued from page 14.] 


In order that the Unions may have a 
good chance to think and talk of the ques- 
tions for the Annual Meeting, we are going 
to issue a sort of “warrant.” The Policy 
Committee will send out a report giving 
suggestions for next year’s work. Besides 
this report I shall include a letter telling 
of other questions to be considered at the 
meeting. I also give a summary of the 
business meeting here. Please consider 
every point. 

Of course the first question is the elec- 
tion of officers. Who are this year’s can- 
didates for President, Vice-Presidents, 
Secretary, and Treasurer? Who are the 
Directors? How did last year’s officers 
serve? Do we want them again? Who 
is better, and why? 

The second question is next year’s 
policy. This need not be enlarged upon; 
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for the Policy Committee wrote to every 
Union asking for suggestions and is going 
to send out a report before the Annual 
Meeting. 

Two other points, however, have not 
been spoken of. The first is the ‘“stand- 
ing” of the Unions. Many people feel 
that no club or society has a right to be- 
long to our Union unless it is primarily a 
religious society. Lend-a-Hand Clubs, 
Guilds, Leagues, and other societies that 
might like to join feel that they would be 
out of place because they do not hold re- 
ligious services. Our Constitution makes 
no such requirements, but so many people 
draw the line on religious services that we 
want an expression of opinion at the An- 
nual Meeting. 

The other point for Unions to consider 
is Life Membership. It has been sug- 
gested that many people are interested 
in the Y. P. R. U., and would be glad to 
become Life Members. Those especially 
who have formerly been active in the 
Union but whose occupations have drawn 
them away, might be glad to keep in touch 
with the work and help our cause in this 
way. The Unions are asked to talk this 
over. How much should we make the 
Life-Membership fee? The A. U. A. fee is 
$50 and the Alliance $25. What privileges 
should Life-Members have? 

I hope that every Union will think well 
on these things and will act on what it 
thinks. The national officers try to con- 
duct the business of the Union to the ad- 
vantage of every local Union, but if the 
local Unions will not express opinions or 
answer letters it is impossible to know 
what they think. 

Emity B. Ossorn. 


Federations 


Sours Worcester FEpERATION 


At the regular April meeting of the 
South Worcester Federation held Sun- 
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day, April 16 with the Elizabeth Allen 
Guild of Northboro there was a large and 
enthusiastic attendance. 

The afternoon session was devoted to 
business with an interesting address by 
Miss Lydia Ball of West Upton on “The 
Church and Its Social Problems.’ Ar- 
rangements were made for the annual pic- 
nic, which this year will be held at Lake 
Nipmuck Park, Mendon, Mass. Also a 
Missionary Committee is to be appointed 
by the President, their duties to be in- 
quiring into the condition of societies 
within our jurisdiction, trying to encour- 
age them, and getting them to join the 
Federation. At this meeting there were 
present: West Upton 13; Hopedale 10; 
Mendon 12; Westboro 7; Northboro 25; 
Leicester 1; and South Unitarian Church, 
Worcester 10. 

At the evening session we had the pleas- 
ure of hearing two new ministers in the 
Federation, Rev. Frank W. Pratt of 
Hopedale and Rev. Edward H. Keens of 
Westboro. Rev. Mr. Pratt’s address was 
on “Some of the Things which the Young 
People of Our Church can do for Our 
Church,” and Rev. Mr. Keens’ was based 
on the 15th Chapter of Proverbs 32d verse; 
“He that refuseth instruction despiseth 
his own soul; but he that heareth reproof 
getteth understanding.” Both of the ad- 
dresses were very instructive, and should 
be a great help to the young people who 
heard them. 

May A. Letanp, Secretary 


SoutH MippLesex FEDERATION 


The South Middlesex Federation of 
Young People’s Religious Unions will 
hold its spring meeting on Sunday, May 
7th, in the First Congregational Church at 
Bedford, Mass. The afternoon service 
will begin at 4.30 p.m. and will be fol- 
lowed by a luncheon served by the Bed- 
ford Guild, after which, at 7.15 P.M., there 
will be an evening session lasting an hour. 
The Program is as follows: 
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4.30 P.M. 


DEVOTIONAL SERVICE led by 
Rey. Frederic Gill, Arlington 
4.45 Business Meeting 
5.00 Reports, five minutes each, from all the 
organizations represented 
Addresses on the topic, ‘How does Relig- 
ious Experience assert itself in Youth ?” 
6.00 Mr. Albert R. Vail, Harvard Divinity School 
6.15 Rev. Adelbert L. Hudson, Newton, Mass. 


At 6.30 luncheon will be served by the Bedford 
Guild 


EVENING SESSION AT 7.15 


DEVOTIONAL SERVICE led by 
Rey. Loren B. Macdonald, Concord 


SERMon . . Rey. William W. Fenn, Cambridge 
Hymn 
BENEDICTION 


MARGUERITE FrELLows, Secretary. 


NortH WorcrEsterR FEDERATION 


The sixth Annual Meeting of the North 
Worcester Federation of Young People’s 
Religious Unions was held with the Leo- 
minster Union April 19, 1905. 

The day was perfect and the meeting 
proved very enthusiastic. 

The Devotional Service opened the 
meeting at 9.45 and was conducted by 
Rev. James C. Duncan of Clinton. 

This was followed by an address of Wel- 
come extended by Dr. Edward R. Miller of 
Leominster. 

The first address of the morning was on 
“The New Revivalism” by Rev. Edward H. 
Brenan of Ayer, who felt that the new 
Revivalism would awaken an interest in 
mankind and a lasting enthusiasm that 
shall be manifested in works. 

Rev. Joseph M. Seaton of Hubbards- 
ton gave an address on the ‘Patriotism 
of To-day ”’ in which he made a strong plea 
for more individual responsibility in the 
solving of the Nation’s problems. 

Reports of the two meetings of the year 
were read and accepted, also the report of 
the Treasurer. 

A committee of three; Miss Charlotte 
Pratt of Clinton, Miss Royes of Bolton 


and Miss Elizabeth Merriam of Fitchburg 
were nominated to bring in a list of offi- 
cers for another year. 

The morning session closed with Reports 
from the Unions as to their year’s work. 

Lunch was followed by a social hour 
which is always so enjoyable at these meet- 
ings. 

Mr. Gauld conducted a short Song Ser- 
vice at the beginning of the afternoon 
session in which he spoke a few words on 
the significance of the day. 

The Roll Call showed 96 present from 
the several unions. 

The report of the nominating committee 
was read and accepted. The officers were 
elected. 

PRESIDENT Rev. F. J. Gauld Leominster. 

Vice Presipent Mr. Herbert Schofield 
Fitchburg. 

SEcrEeTarRY Miss Florence Colby, Gardner 

TREASURER Miss Susan Smith Clinton. 

Executive Commitrrr—Rev. J. C. 
Duncan Clinton, Miss Edith Chickering 
Lancaster, Miss Grace W. Chandler Leo- 
minster. 

The addresses of the afternoon were— 
“Educating the Prince” by Rev. Henry T. 
Secrist Boston, and ‘The Devil’s Phi- 
losophy ” by Rev. John Snyder of Wellesley 
Hills. 

Rey. Edward F. Hayward said a few 
words at the close. A most hearty vote 
of thanks was extended to Leominster for 
its fine hospitality. 

The meeting adjourned at 4 P.M. 

Frorencre A. Beipine Secretary 


Union Notes 


(This column is to be filled by contributions 
from the Secretaries of local Unions. All copy 
should be sent to Miss Emily B. Osborn, 25 Beacon 
St,, Boston; before the twentieth of each month.] 

It is a pleasure to say that Union City, 
Penn. has joined the Y. P.R.U. Although 
the members of this Union have been in 
touch with the national work ever since 


they formed the Union last fall, they 
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thought best not to commit themselves 
too soon. Shortly after Mr. Shurtleff’s 
visit, however, they voted to join, and on 
March 28th we added this name to our 
list. 

Quite a different story is to be told of 
the next Union. Voluntarily and without 
warning Salt Lake City applied for mem- 
bership on March 29th. This was a sur- 
prise but a pleasant one, and we gladly 
enrolled the new Union. ; é 

Almost at the time of printing our first 
Union in New Jersey applies for member- 
ship. A Young People’s Society has been 
in existence in Elizabeth for several 
months, and now, owing to Mr. Shurtleff’s 
visit, the members have decided to join 
the Y. P. R. U. Welcome to the young 
people of Elizabeth! 
Norton, Mass. ‘“. We have been 
able this year to have several speakers 
from out of town, paying their expenses 
from the proceeds of our entertainment 
money. We have also been able to give 
the Church fifty dollars to be used the 
way the members choose.” 


Points and Lines 
We want to thank every-one who has 
sent money for postage on Word and Work, 
as suggested in the February number. 
The money that has come in for this 
purpose now amounts to $17.86. 


Correspondents should note that all 
copy for Word and Work must be in be- 
fore the twentieth of each month. The 
whole paper has to be in the printer’s 
hands on the twentieth, hence anything 
sent in on or after that date must wait 
over until the following number. 


_A good deal of valuable work has been 
done in the last three months by volunteer 
helpers who have come in to Room 11 
on Friday afternoons. We thank all 


who have given their time, and we want 
especially to mention those who, although 
not in any way connected with the Union; 
have gladly assisted in the office work. 


Two more Unions, (Stow, and Clinton, 
Mass.), have joined the Program Ex- 
change, according to the suggestion in 
the February Word and Work. 


Our Annual Meeting is to be held in the 
South Congregational Church this year, 
instead of the Second Church. We change 
because the electric cars in Copley Square 
are so noisy that few people in the church 
can hear the speakers when the windows 
are open. 


All the Unions that haven’t contributed 
this year should take heed and remember 
that only those who contribute on or be- 
fore May 25th are eligible to vote. 


The members of the committee of the 
Y. P. R. U. Fair, which is to be held in 
October, are— 


Miss Mallie James Floyd —Chairman 
15 Elton St. Dorchester 

Mr. Philip C. McMurdie— Treasurer 
25 Beacon St. Boston 

Miss Maude Louise Young—Secretary 
Dorchester 

Miss Almira Wellington Bates 
Cambridge 

Mr Abbot Peterson 
Cambridge. 


Only $40 more is needed for Pueblo! 
Won’t some of the Unions make this up? 


Wanted 


—__ 


Thanks to the kindness of two of our 
readers three of the missing numbers of 
“Word and Work” and the “Monthly 
Report” have been supplied. It is a 
shame not to have the office file complete, 


- < is 
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and any-one who can contribute even one 

of these ten that are still lacking will do 

us a favor by sending it in at once. 
Emity B. OsBorn 


Missing Numbers 


1898—“ Our Guidon’’—September 
“Word and Work”—November 
1899—“ Word and Work’”’—January, Feb- 
ruary, March, 
May, Septem- 
ber 
1901—“‘ Word and Work ”—February 
“Monthly Report ”—September 
1903—“ Monthly Report ”’—September 


Policy 

The Policy Committee wishes to thank 
the unions for their many helpful re- 
sponses to its call for suggestions and ad- 
vice. The path of those who attempt to 
outline policies is proverbially rough and 
thorny but the way is far easier when one 
has the benefit of wise counsel. And so 
we have taken the voice of the unions for 
our guide. Of course our recommenda- 
tions will be determined by the preponder- 
ance of opinion; it is but just and fair that 
the majority should rule, but we wish to 
assure those of the minority from whose 
opinion we have been obliged to dissent 
that the reason their opinions have not 
been adopted is simply because they were 
few and not because they were weak. 
And we earnestly hope that those who 
have different ideas from those adopted 
by the policy committee will come to the 
annual meeting fully prepared to advocate 
them and to discuss and if need be protest 
against any policies which may to them 
appear undesirable. It is only through 
full and unreserved debate that we can 
obtain a fair expression of opinion. Let 
the unions then instruct their delegates to 
come prepared to talk as well as vote. 


Wa. G. Harrineton. 


‘« Scenes in Bookland”’ 

The Young People’s Religious Union is 
to hold its Fourth Biennial Fair and Sale 
the last of October, (exact time and place 
to be given at later date). 

This fair is to be called, “Scenes in Book- 
land.”’ Each table is to represent a book 
and the attendants to illustrate the char- 
acters in that book. 

Our famous fairs have been very success- 
ful but this one must exceed the others. 
This however cannot be done without 
your own personal help and assistance. 
We want each Union to feel that as this 
is the National Fair, much enthusiasm and 
interest is necessary in order to make this 
fair a great success. Will you not one and 
all try and help, either by volunteering 
to assist or by sending contributions of 
money or articles? 

Chairmen and helpers are wanted, and 
all who are willing to help kindly com- 
municate with the Chairman of Fair; 
Miss Mallie James Floyd. 

15 Elton St. 
Dorchester. 

For the benefit of the readers of this 
article, we add that the following tables 
have been suggested.— 

Fancy, Children’s, Candy, Cake, Grab 
Bag, Household, White Articles, Flowers, 
Sample, Bag and Basket, Pickles and Pre- 
serves, Calendars and Photographs, Trav- 
eler’s, and Lunch Room. 


1905-06 Topic List 
The Publication Committee is now en- 
gaged in the preparation of the Topic List 
for the coming year, and wishes to remind 
the Unions that suggestions concerning 
this list will be gladly received. Com- 
munications should be sent in at once. 


Duptey R. Curp, Chairman 
20 Divinity Hall, Cambridge 


ch 


Cnitarian. Temperance Society 
Headquarters: 25 Beacon Street, Boston 


Rev. Cuarues F, Don, President. 
Ricwarp C. Humpureys, Vice-President. 


The Directors of the Uni- 
tarian Temperance So- 
ciety are making anew de- 
parture in establishing a publication de- 
partment under the care of Mr. C. L. Steb- 
bins, the Publication Agent of the A. U. A. 
Hitherto their tracts and pamphlets have 
been kept in one of the little rooms at the 
top of the Unitarian Building. They have 
not therefore been very accessible. A 
visitor to the rooms at 25 Beacon St. 
might not have known that our churches 
have any interest whatever in the subject 
of temperance. The temperance tracts 
may now be found, where they properly 
belong, in the main book room of the 
Association. Visitors will see at once 
that, while the A. U. A. does not itself 
publish tracts distinctly bearing upon the 
temperance problem, it works co-opera- 
tively with a society which aims at publish- 
ing the most trustworthy information and 
the most reasonable and persuasive argu- 
ments upon this great and difficult subject. 

Mr. Stebbins will endeavor in the case 
of the publications of the Society, just as 
with the books and tracts of the A. U. A, 
to open ways for their largest possible 
distribution. The Society is like the 
Association in its dependence for its suc- 
cess upon the use of the printed word. 
Although it cannot send missionaries to 
reach the millions of American people, it 
can serve as a pioneer in seeking to reach 
with its earnest, thoughtful, and progres- 
sive message the people who think and 
who help to make public opinion. 

The officers of the Society will be 
glad to hear from any one who can 
show them how to enlarge their work. 
They are also very desirous of obtain- 
ing the best material to fill out the 
list of their publications. They specially 
desire the co-operation of P. O. Mission 
workers and members of the Young 
People’s Unions. The success of their 


An Interesting 
Experiment. 


Rev. Joun H, APPLEBER, Secretary. 
CHARrLEs H. Srearns, Treadurer, 


effort to secure a wider field for the read- 
ing of their printed words will depend 
upon the help and sympathy of an in- 
creasing number of friends. 


All of the material published by 
the Society for this purpose of 
helping in the struggle which is 
going on to make a clean, temperate, 
and happier world is issued for free 
distribution, and a new descriptive cata- 
logue of temperance pamphlets, containing 
twenty-five titles, has just been prepared. 
Among the newer tracts may be mentioned 
“The Temperance Problem,” by Joseph 
H. Crooker, which gives a brief survey of 
present conditions and tendencies, indi- 
cates methods of progress, and outlines the 
losses and gains in the struggle; ‘Personal 
Purity,” by Edward Everett Hale, newly 
revised and somewhat lengthened; “Tem- 
perance Testimonies,” now in the printer’s 
hands for early issue, consisting of brief 
expressions of opinion by representative 
men like Rudyard Kipling, Carroll D. 
Wright, John D. Long, and others, in em- 
phasis of temperance principles. Any of 
these pamphlets, and the new catalogue, 
will be gladly sent to anyone upon request. 


New 
Tracts. 


The arrangements have 

The Annual 
Meetin nearly been completed for 
= the Annual Meeting at 


King’s Chapel at 3 p.m., on Thurs- 
day May 25th. Rev. Dr. Sam’ J. Bar- 
rows, Secretary of the Prison Associa- 
tion of New York, who has had an un- 
common opportunity of knowing all about 
the relation of intemperance to crime both 
here and abroad, has promised to be one 
of the speakers. Rev. Wm. I. Nichols, 
Supt. of the Bureau of Charities in Brook- 
lyn, will speak out of a very full experience 
of the Conditions of Poverty in a great city. 
Rev. Milton R. Kerr of Sandwich will repre- 
sent the interest of the working ministers. 
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American (Unitarian Association 
Headquarters: 25 Beacon Street, Boston 


Rev, SAMvuEL A. Exror, D.D., President 
Rey, CHaruzs E. St. Jonn, Secretary 


Anniversary Week 


The meetings of Anniversary Week 
were this year of unusual value, according 
to the testimony of many. The facts 
presented in the reports of the various 
committees of the Association were of an 
encouraging character, and the spirit of 
the various sessions of the Annual Meet- 
ing of the Association was harmonious 
and hopeful. This brotherly spirit we 
are more and more extending to other de- 
nominations than our own, and the strong 
meeting held on the evening of Tuesday, 
May 23, gave evidence that to a consid- 
erable nt our kindly feeling is recip- 
rocated y the leaders of other denomina- 
tions. Able and interesting addresses 
were made at that meeting by Rev. 
Philip S. Moxom, D.D., of the Trinitarian 
Congregationalists, Rev. John Coleman 
Adams, D.D., of the Universalists, and 
Rev. H. G. Eisenlohr, representing the 
German Protestants. This meeting was 
closed by a strong address from Dr. 
Minot J. Savage and opened by the 
Annual Address of Dr. Samuel A. Eliot. 


From the _ president’s 
address the following 
extracts are taken :— 
“The total receipts of your Association 
have been a little in excess of a quarter of 


President Eliot’s 
Address. 


Francois H. Lincoun, Treasurer 
C. L. STEBBINS, Publteeation Agent 


a million of dollars. This total is divided, 
in round numbers, as follows:— 

“Gifts and bequests for increase of en- 
dowment, $132,000. 

“Gifts of churches, Sunday-schools, and 
individuals for current expenses, $66,000. 
“Income of invested funds, $26,000. 

“Return of loans from the Church Build- 
ing Loan Fund, $15,000. 

“Sale of publications, $10,000. 

“The endowments of the Association are 
steadily upbuilt by the generous zeal of 
individual friends of this cause, and by 
the increasing number of the wise and 
generous benefactors who remember this 
cause in their wills. I wish, howeve~, to 
note in passing the adoption by your di- 
rectors of a plan of action which has been 
under study for several years, whereby 
the appropriations of your board are now 
made in every case to correspond with the 
financial year of the Association. 

“The improvements in the equipment 
of our churches form a marked feature in 
the work of the year, and it is gratifying 
that almost all of the new church buildings 
reported are well designed and substantial 
in material and construction. The more 
expensive buildings are noble examples of 
religious art, and the smaller buildings 
are, for the most part, in good taste and 
adequate for the purposes for which they 
are designed.” 
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“The interdenominational and _ inter- 
national relations of your Association give 
basis for solid satisfaction. The Japan- 
ese Unitarian Association continues its 
useful activities with unabated vigor. The 
International Council, which holds its 
third session in Geneva in August, fulfils 
all of its promises. The part which our 
free churches, through their executive 
body, now take in such organizations as 
the Federation of Churches and the Re- 
ligious Education Association is not the 
least productive and prophetic of your 
activities. We especially welcome on this 
platform the representatives of three re- 
ligious communions bound to us either in 
the bonds of common inheritance or of 
common aim, purpose, and conviction. 

“Co-operation with larger Christian fel- 
lowships permits us to rise occasionally out 
of the comparative isolation of a small 
pioneer body, and to realize that the men 
who are standing for the larger ideals and 
the newer methods in the great Protestant 
communions are fighting there the same 
battles for freedom and reason and tol- 
eration in religion that our fathers had to 
fight. It is true that the great Protestant 
denominations have sometimes treated 
Unitarians as heretics, unworthy of the 
Christian name; but more and more we 
find’ our natural allies. With growing 
frequency we see the white flags of truce 
and amity floating over the old citadels 
of orthodoxy. We are enabled to dis- 
cover the vitality of the liberal forces in 
the great Protestant bodies, and gratefully 
to recognize the good which results from 
the religious teachings of men with whose 
theological opinions we are not always able 
to agree. It is surely one of the principles 
of our own faith to acknowledge and re- 
spect all manifestations of the religious 
life wherever it is found. 

““May we not cherish the reasonable hope 
that, with little or no diminution in the 
number of sects, we may come into an 
ever-larger sympathy, each cultivating 
his own garden with assiduous care, but 


each rejoicing in the other flowers and 
fruit, not always harping on the weeds, 
taking down all the fences, but allowing 
the ancient landmarks to remain, loyal 
to our own traditions, reverent of the 
traditions and usages that others cherish 
with glowing heart?” 


At the Business Session on 
Tuesday afternoon the follow- 
ing reports were made:— 
Mrs. Prescott Keyes re- 
ported for the Publication 
Committee that eleven new books had 
been published during the year, and that 
the Publication Department, aside from 
free distributions of books and tracts, 
has been self-supporting. 10,771 books 
have been sold, including hymn-books, 
—an increase over the previous year. 
About 300,000 tracts have been given 
away, being 20,000 more than _ the 
previous year. These have been dis- 
tributed chiefly among the Post-office 
Mission workers, and as a rule in answer 
to special applications. Nine new tracts 
have been printed, one being in Swedish. 
The Tract Catalogue has been much im- 
proved, having a new classification in 
one general list with a carefully prepared 
index. Three hundred and forty-seven 
copies of Channing’s works have been given 
away to ministers and libraries. Ten 
collections of our books have been given 
to libraries. 

The report of the New Eng- 
land Committee was presented 
by Mr. Charles E. Ware. It 
appeared that out of 197 societies in New 
England 33 have been assisted by the 
Association, and $225 has been expended 
in summer work. Five new church edi- 
fices have been erected. Attention was 
called to the increase of interest in cir- 
cuit work in New England as elsewhere. 
There has been a decrease in the number 
of churches aided, and a decrease in the 
amounts given to some, the constant 
effort being to help churches to become 
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self-supporting. Reference was made to 
the fact that the fund provided by the 
late Lewis Downing of Concord, N.H., 
has now become available for work, and, 
while the Association is not directly con- 
cerned with the administration of the 
fund, it is yet materially helped by the 
fund, because in the near future whatever 
work is carried on in the State of New 
Hampshire will be chiefly taken care of 
by the Downing Fund. The trustees of 
the fund have already appointed as min- 
ister-at-large for the State of New Hamp- 
shire Rev. Henry C. McDougall, who, 
while remaining pastor of the church in 
Franklin, will give a considerable amount 
of time to State work. Attention was 
called to the interesting development of 
the new society at Cornish, N.H., under 
the care of Rev. Perley J. Robinson of 
Windsor, Vt. 

For the Committee on the 
Middle States Rev. George H. 
Badger, superintendent, reported 
a generally improved condition among the 
aided societies. The church in Troy has 
been able to sell its old property to ad- 
vantage, and is about to erect a more 
suitable church. The church in Toronto 
has paid off its long-standing debt, and 
will no longer need assistance. A new 
church in a better location replaces the 
old edifice at Hamilton, Canada. 

For the Southern Committee 
Rev. John W. Day reported 
concerning the condition of the 
churches in the South which are assisted 
by the Association. The report was 
cheerful and courageous, and from prac- 
tically every quarter evidence is offered 
of opportunity for wider work than 
we are as yet doing in the South. The 
church in New Orleans is now self-support- 
ing, and exerting a wide influence through 
its Post-office Mission work. In fact, 
nearly all the Southern churches are ac- 
tively engaged in Post-office Mission work. 
The lot for the new church in Rich- 
mond has been secured, and a church 
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will be erected upon it during the coming 
summer, 

The report for the Western 
Committee was made by Rev. 
Paul R. Frothingham. He 
claimed to be able to make a report of 
progress and successful enterprise, taking 
as a type the reawakening of the long- 
dormant society in West Superior, Wis. 
Unity Church, Chicago, will immediately 
erect a new church in a better location 
than the one sold a year ago. The society 
is growing and heartily united under the 
leadership of the new minister, Rev. F. V. 
Hawley. Beautiful new churches have 
been erected at Cleveland, Ohio, Ft. 
Collins, Col., Alton and Evanston, IIl., 
while building will soon be begun at St. 
Paul. Special interest was expressed in 
the completion of the Lincoln Centre, a 
stately building in which will be carried 
on the work of Rev. Jenkin L. Jones and 
his society. Assistance has been given to 
nearly thirty different places, in widely 
varying sums. In every case it is believed 
that the society is really helped. The 
new church at Des Moines, Ia., which will 
be a beautiful monument to the faithful 
and efficient service of Rey. Mary A. Saf- 
ford, was especially referred to, also the 
work of Rev. Charles Ferguson of Kansas 
City, Mo. Mr. Frothingham believes that 
a definite crisis has been passed in the 
Western work. No longer are we any- 
where seriously troubled by the faddist, 
the sceptic, the come-outer or the prophet 
of general negations and nothingness ex- 
cept destruction. We are now every- 
where eager and determined to fulfil, not 
to destroy. 

The report of the Pacific States 
Committee was offered by Rey. 
James Eells. The Pacific States 
offer a fit and most promising and 
receptive field for our work. Activity 
continues at the headquarters in San 
Francisco. The work of our new Theo- 
logical School, of which Rev. Earl M. 
Wilbur is the efficient dean, has been ex- 
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tremely satisfactory, eight students hav- 
ing been secured for the first year of the 
school work. A library of 1,800 volumes 
has already been collected. Our students 
are cordially invited to the facilities of the 
Congregational Theological School and of 
the State University of California. A 
special description was given of the im- 
provement in conditions at Berkeley, Santa 
Rosa, Santa Ana, and Santa Cruz. The 
outlook also in the churches in Montana 
and Utah is good. New work has_been 
begun by Rev. William G. Eliot, Jr., at 
Bellingham and Everett, though ground 
was first broken in Everett by Rev. 
William D. Simonds of Seattle. Mr. 
Eliot has been and is acting as Secretary 
of the Lewis and Clark Exposition Con- 
gress Committee, having a large share in 
providing for the Sunday afternoon ser- 
vices at the coming exposition. 

The Committee on Foreign Work 
reported through Mr. John Mason 
Little, first, as to the increasing impor- 
tance of the work of the International Coun- 
cil; second, as to the stability and worth of 
the work of the Japan mission; and, third, 
as to the good results effected by our 
modest contribution in assistance to our 
brethren in Hungary. 

Mr. John D. Long reported 
for the Committee on Comity 
and Fellowship that it has 
issued an important report in a pam- 
phlet of forty-two pages, showing the re- 
sult of investigation conducted by Rev. 
Lewis G. Wilson, secretary of the com- 
mittee: first, in an inquiry into the rela- 
tions between Unitarian ministers and 
churches and other Protestant churches; 
second, an investigation of the present 
efficiency or inefficiency of the existing 
churches in twenty typical Massachusetts 
towns; and, third, an inquiry into the 
sentiments of the Universalist ministers 
toward fellowship with the Unitarians. 
Interesting results appear under all these 
inquiries. The president of the Associa- 
tion was welcomed as a speaker at 
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the National Council of Congregational 
Churches at Des Moines in October last. 
Interesting developments of friendship 
have been brought about between the 
Association and the German Evangelical 
communion, which includes some forty 
churches and ministers in the Middle West. 
Union services between Unitarian and 
other Protestant churches in New England 
are on the increase. ‘The president of the 
Association has represented it in the or- 
ganization of the Federation of Churches 
in New England, which is intended to pro- 
mote the efficiency of existing churches, 
and to prevent the waste of overlapping 
effort between denominations. A note- 
worthy conference of denominational offi- 
cers has been held in the office of the 
president of the Association. An endow- 
ment is needed for the work of this special 
Committee on Comity and Fellowship. 
Rev. J. Edward Wright, D.D., 
reported for the Committee 
on New Americans, that its 
activities have been chiefly confined to 
the Scandinavians in the Northwest, and 
the usual work has been carried on with 
success by the four ministers in charge. 
The committee recommended increased 
activity in procuring ministers for this 
work, and also in publishing hymn-books, 
service-books, and catechisms in the Scan- 
dinavian languages. New church build- 
ings are in process of erection at Winni- 
peg and Gimli. Work is about to be re- 
sumed at Underwood, Minn. 


New 
Americans. 


Need I point out to 
you that, in all the 
reports to which you 
have been listening, no report has been 
made upon the strength of Unitarian- 
ism? Some slight reference has been 
made to a few of our stronger societies; 
but the actual report has been upon 
the weak spots of our Unitarian cause, 
entirely ignoring the strong spots from 
which you have come here to-day to show 
your interest in the weak ones. 
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Need I further say that in all these 
reports, especially in the treasurer’s 
report, no attempt has been made to re- 
port upon Unitarian generosity, Unitarian 
giving as a whole. Our report concerns 
only an infinitesimal part of Unitarian 
giving. When I have been in ditferent 
parts of the land, people have said to me, 
Here is a Presbyterian hospital, here is 
a Wesleyan college, here is a Baptist 
Home for the Aged. Where are your 
Unitarian hospitals and benevolences? 
There are none bearing that name on 
their portals, but this land of ours is rich 
in hospitals that are founded in Unita- 
rian generosity. All our large public char- 
ities have Unitarian generosity strongly 
expressed in their foundations. That 
is the reason why we make to-day no re- 
port concerning Unitarian giving, but 
simply a report of a very little part of 
Unitarian giving. And we profess to be 
able to make a good report of what has 
been done with that little part. 

The Association has expended during 
the year, in works which are directly 
connected with what we may call home 
missions, something over $86,200; and 
with that $86,200 we have more or less 
shared in the support of ten national offi- 
cers and about one hundred other min- 
isters preaching in some one hundred 
different organized societies, and some 
forty preaching stations which have not 
yet reached the point of organization,— 
one hundred and forty weak spots, not 
one of which we have any reason to 
be discouraged about, not one. 

One society in which we have been in- 
terested for the past two years has passed 
out of existence. We are not discouraged 
about that, because it is dead. All these 
others with which we are concerned are 
strong in their possibilities, and need to 
be helped simply because they are young 
or because they are in temporary diffi- 
culties. But every single one of them 
is planted in the midst of human souls 
which we are successfully reaching. 


I have made an estimate of the num- 
ber of souls which perchance we have 
touched in some degree during this last 
year through these one hundred and forty 
weak spots, and it counts up twenty thou- 
sand souls; that is to say, with the amount 
of money it has cost to reach them, we 
have spent $4.31 apiece on them, which 
I maintain is an economic administra- 
tion of the funds. We have been able 
during this year, and every preceding year, 
to make every dollar do the work of ten, 
because the hearts of our representatives 
are pure, because ministers let us base 
our endeavor upon their personal self-sac- 
rifice, because in these forty preaching 
stations our ministers do the work with- 
out any pay in addition to that which 
they get for the work they do on their 
central churches. 

“Tn all this it is not simply the ad- 
ministration of affairs that we are about. 
We are a religious body, first and foremost 
and always,—a religious body, and not 
simply an administrative body; that is, 
we are trying to do something for the 
souls of men. 

We have got these one hundred and 
forty weak spots. Why? Because we 
wanted to have one hundred and forty 
more places of access to human nature. 
We have no other reason for founding a 
new society, no other use for a new church 
edifice, but simply to get our feet to the 
ground once more in the midst of hu- 
manity, thereby being able to do some- 
thing for a few or many human souls.” 

“For those twenty thousand souls, while 
we have been trying to clear away the 
dust in which they march, the difficul- 
ties, hardships, and temptations of their 
way, we have more especially tried to 
put into their hearts a little more of that 
gentleness which shall shine through the 
dust upon their lives, a little more of that 
nobleness which shall bear the world’s 
burdens and make nothing of them. We 
have been trying, in short, to build up 
the spiritual life of the world.” 
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The object of the Alliance is, primarily, to quicken the religious life of our Unitarian churches, and 
to bring the women of the denomination into closer acquaintance, co-operation, and fellowship. 


We are happy to chronicle a brilliant 
anniversary week and two of the most 
successful Alliance meetings recorded in 
our annals. Sunshine and bracing wind, 
so often grudgingly bestowed upon visi- 
tors to Boston during this noted week, 
were perpetual, spring greenery and 
blossoms of early summer filled the air 
with fragrance, and the atmosphere was 
one of hope and promise. 

The public meeting of the Alliance was 
held in the South Congregational Church 
on Monday afternoon May, 22d _ the 
audience completely filling the church. 
Rev. Edward Everett Hale, D.D. senior 
pastor of the church once more honored 
the Alliance with the address of welcome 
and commendation and offered the open- 
ing prayer. The chief address of the after- 
noon was from Rev. W. 8. Key, who gave 
an exhaustive and most interesting ac- 
count of the circuits in North Carolina 
where he has spent the winter as the Al- 
liance missionary. The lucid and sympa- 
thetic statement of conditions in this field 
was enlightening and valuable, endors- 
ing the work of the Alliance and showing 
the great opportunities for its extension. 

Mr. Key was followed by Rev. Margaret 
B. Barnard who represents quite a dif- 
ferent region and spoke of the importance 
of the country church as exemplified in 
certain New England towns. 

The audience had also the great pleas- 
ure of hearing again its early president 
Mrs. J. W. Andrews whose beneficent 
presence was unexpected and delightful. 
Miss Channing who has so often given the 
parting word was unable to be present 
but the following message was read :— 


“T shall not be with you at the May 
meeting. It is wiser for me not to make 
the effort, but I need not tell you that 
my interest is as strong as ever in our 
Alliance. It seems to me I shall feel it 
as long as I live. Courage and faith to 
you all, individually, and as a band of 
busy workers growing constantly in hope 
and consecration. My meeting with you 
all last May seemed to me my tenderest 
and best. May our Heavenly Father 
bless you all for time and for eternity. 


Faithfully your long time friend 
ELIzABETH PARSONS CHANNING.” 


Two familiar hymns were sung and the 
benediction given by Rev. Florence Buck. 


On Tuesday morning, May 23d the 
annual meeting for the transaction of 
business was held, the president, Miss 
Emma C. Low presiding. There was a 
large attendance with representatives 
from twenty-seven states and Canada and 
343 credentials received. The opening 
address of the president was followed 
by the roll call. 

The proposed amendment to the con- 
stitution was then presented and adopted 
unanimously. This amendment provides 
for a bi-ennial election of officers accord- 
ing to the original by-laws of the Alli- 
ance which were changed at the time 
of incorporation. An annual delegate 
meeting must always be held for the 
reports and other business, but the offi- 
cers will serve for two years. A change 
of officers after the short service of one 
year has proved a hindrance to the best 
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work, and the labor of securing efficient 
women from all over the country every 
year is very great, therefore it is consid- 
ered a wise measure to return to the former 
method of election. 

The reports of the recording secretary 
relating the work of the executive board 
and of the corresponding secretary giv- 
ing the work of the branches gave a full 
idea of what has been accomplished dur- 
ing the year. 

Mrs. Davis opened her report by saying, 
“In looking over the field to-day, we 
are impressed with the continued devotion 
and consecration to our purposes which 
have actuated our workers from the be- 
ginning, when our first president urged 
‘an ideal, the realization of which was 
to be prayerfully and hopefully labored 
for.’ Before that time some post office 
mission work was being done by 137 in- 
dividuals and centres of distribution, 
but our organization was the outcome of 
the effort of those far-sighted -women 
who realized the importance of and neces- 
sity among Unitarians of carrying out 
the objects for which the Alliance now 
stands.” 

Mrs. Charles T. Catlin of New York 
gave her report as treasurer, saying that 
if she had nothing but cold figures to 
present, she would have stayed away. 
She came, she said, to give if possible 
renewed hope, courage and faith. “I wish 
I could make every Alliance treasurer 
feel that she is the apex of an inverted 
pyramid and that the whole structure 
depends upon her.” ‘The balance of the 
year was given as $5053.06; life member- 
ship fund, $1092.89; Cheerful Letter 
fund, $543.25, and the Willimantic trust 
fund, $535.89. 

The chairman of each standing com- 
mittee then told her story, making the 
meeting one of great interest to all. The 
reports in full will be printed in the Man- 
ual to be issued in September. 

It was voted to establish a Memorial 
Fund to consist of gifts made to the Alli- 


ance in memory of members no longer 
living, but whose friends desire thus to 
perpetuate their work and keep their 
names in remembrance. It was voted 
that ten dollars should be the minimum 
sum received for this fund and that the 
income only should be at the disposal of 
the executive board. 

The following Vice Presidents and Direc- 
tors were elected. 


For Vice-Presidents, New England, Car- 
oline §. Atherton of Roxbury; Middle 
States and Canada, Harriet Betty Boas 
of New York City; Southern States, Heph- 
zibah W. Churchill of New Orleans; Cen- 
tral States, Fanny Field of Cincinnati; 
Middle West, Emma Noble Delano of 
Chicago; Rocky Mountains, Rebecca P. 
Utter of Denver; Pacific Coast, Edith 
King Davis, of San Francisco. 

For Directors: Maine, Esther P. H. 
Estes of Bangor, Elizabeth 8. Boyd of 
Portland; New Hampshire, Mary Emma 
Young of Concord, Effie L. Tufts of Ex- 
eter; Vermont, Mary C. Warder of Brattle- 
boro; Massachusetts, Mary May Eliot of 
Boston, Frances M. Gibbs of Brockton, 
Sarah E. Hooper of Cambridge, Lucy M. 
Harwood of Littleton, Arria §. D. Howe 
of Cambridge, Alice Reynolds Keyes of 
Concord, Sarah §S. Kimball of Salem, 
Ella L. F. Moriarty of Holyoke, Ellen M. 
Patrick of Hopedale, Abby A. Peterson of 
Boston, Charlotte L. Raymond of Fitch- 
burg, Mary L. Sheldon of Lynn, Mary 
P. Wells Smith of Greenfield, Grace Shaw 
Stevens of Dorchester, Alma Faunce Smith 
of Wollaston, Sarah B. Williams of Taun- 
ton; Rhode Island, Mary Dana Phelon 
of Providence; New York, Minnie H. 
Bishoprick of Brooklyn; Elizabeth B. 
Lombard of Schenectady, Mary Sew- 
ard Merrell of Syracuse; New Jersey, 
Emily A. Goss of Rutherford; Pennsyl- 
vania, Anna H. Howell of Philadelphia; 
Washington and Baltimore, Ida M. Gale 
of Washington; Canada, 8. Margaret Loud 
of Montreal; Ohio, Alice D. Bradley of 
Cleveland; Michigan, Ida Albertson Marks 
of Detroit; Illinois, Abbie Bigelow Foote 
of Evanston; Wisconsin, Mary G. Upham 
of Milwaukee; Minnesota, Dagny C. Nor- 
man of Minneapolis; Iowa, Mary W. Gar- 
field of Humboldt; Missouri, Vie B. Mer- 
sereau of St. Louis; Kansas, Mary A. 
Learnard of Lawrence; Colorado, Perlina 
Sizer Davis of Denver; Nebraska, Amelia 
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S. Marsh of Lincoln; Oregon, Avis Myra 
Stewart of Hood River; California, Eliz- 
abeth Grant Baurhyte of Los Angeles, 
Margaret Foster of San Franciso. 


Report of Recording Secretary. 


The annual report of the recording sec- 
retary must necessarily be a reiteration 
of what has been announced from month 
to month as the proceedings of the exec- 
utive board. During the last year there 
have been no important changes in 
method or policy, but the Alliance has 
continued to advance without any inter- 
ruption and certainly with no backward 
step. When everything is regular and 
continuous there is little variety to relate. 

Some one has said “on a journey jerks 
and jolts are easy to appreciate, but they 
do not conduce to progress. Steady 
motion is what conveys us on our way.” 

It may be the uniform character of the 
Alliance work which makes it somewhat 
difficult to recognize that the progress 
during the last year has been considerable, 
that there has been a better understand- 
ing of conditions and needs, a simplifica- 
tion of methods and a fuller concurrence 
in action. The word national and the 
word Unitarian have been much empha- 
sized, as well as the fact that we are a 
religious and a denominational body, 
and the branches are learning to turn to 
the executive board to help them adapt 
their methods to modern conditions and 
increase their usefulness. There has been 
a closer following of all suggestions made 
by the national board and a more general 
acceptance of its recommendations, with 
mutual advantage. 

The executive board now consists of 
51 members, the increase arising from 
larger membership and not from the addi- 
tion of directors in new states. Hight 
new branches have been received. One 
state has been lost from our number. In 
the Place de la Concorde stands the draped 
figure of the lost city of Strasbourg, always 
adorned with its mourning wreath. To- 
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day we lay our flowers at the feet of Con- 
necticut, sure that loyalty and devotion 
will sooner or later bring it back to the 
Alliance sisterhood. 

The monthly meetings of the board 
have been held at headquarters in Boston, 
with exception of the April meeting, 
which in accordance with what has grown 
to be a custom was held in New York. 
The attendance has been large, which is 
noteworthy as showing that it is not im- 
possible to secure active officers for a 
national organization although far dis- 
tant from each other. From the very 
fact of being so widely scattered, each 
member accepts the responsibility of her 
office with care and forethought, and the 
board is composed of energetic, discrimi- 
nating women of intelligence and ca- 
pacity. 

During the year many members from 
a distance find their way to the Alliance 
headquarters though we have heard of one 
who turned away with her foot on the 
very steps of 25 Beacon St. frightened 
perhaps at finding herself at the veritable 
innermost hub! Courage and _persever- 
ance would have rewarded her, for there 
is always much of interest in the various 
activities centred in room 10, to say noth- 
ing of the beautiful outlook from its 
windows, which is almost enough to repay 
one for the tedious climb to reach the top. 
The elevator so long desired is still some- 
thing to work for. 

The direetors have this year been gen- 
erally successful in obtaining frequent 
reports from the branches, a method 
which seems vital to the plan of the Alli- 
ance but which has always been some- 
what difficult to carry out. It is the 
way by which the board keeps informed 
of the purposes, the needs and the wishes 
of the branches and is able to be of 
use in directing all efforts into the best 
channels. Even a postal card saying 
“we have nothing to report”’ is evidence 
that a branch is alive, and rejoices the 
heart of a director who has feared her 
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labors were fruitless, as her requests had 
been unavailing. 

This year the board has been able to 
resume the publication of Word and Work 
in conjunction with the American Uni- 
tarian Association and the Young People’s 
Religious Union. The advantage of bring- 
ing these societies into close connection 
with each other has always seemed very 
great and the monthly message serves 
to keep the Alliance in touch with the 
work of the whole. It is distributed as 
freely as the treasury will allow. 

The Study Class committee has been 
authorized to issue a new Leaflet for the 
coming season, making nine in all at the 
disposal of the branches. The varied sub- 
jects and suggested readings have made 
these little aids most valuable. The report 
of this committee will convince you that 
the primary object of the Alliance is never 
forgotten or placed in the background, 
but “to quicken the religious life of our 
Unitarian churches” is the first and 
strongest purpose of us all. 

The Post Office Mission and Cheerful 
Letter continue with enthusiasm and un- 
flagging energy to be the most active 
committees under the general guidance 
of the executive board. In both these 
directions it is always the lack of workers 
and not the lack of opportunity that is 
in evidence. 

The committee on appeals pursues the 
policy outlined in the Manual, receiv- 
ing all appeals from churches and societies 
and reporting to the board which then 
makes such recommendations as seem 
wise. Eight appeals have been pre- 
sented this year, each of which has re- 
ceived substantial response. A number 
of branches report having made appro- 
priations in answer to every appeal. In 
addition to this the usual contributions 
to maintain Grace Chapel at Green Harbor 
have been received and students at the 
Meadville Theological School have been 
assisted. 

The details of all these activities will 


be given by each standing committee, 
and are only mentioned here, as concerns 
of the board. 

The interest of the Alliance in mission- 
ary work in the southern circuits has not 
abated in the least. In the North Caro- 
lina circuit a third chapel has been ac- 
quired by purchase at Swansboro, across 
the river from White Oak. Those who 
have heard or read Mr. St. John’s account 
of the dedication of this chapel and of the 
Brush Shelter at Bear Creek, and those 
who listened to Mr. Key yesterday will 
understand that preaching stations are 
developing much faster than the means of 
meeting their needs, and that all the 
branches can do to help will be profitably 
bestowed. 

Under Mr. Gibson and Mr. Gillilan in 
Florida and Georgia the work has been 
very prosperous and entirely satisfactory. 
The circuit includes Bristol and Faceville 
where the chapels are built, and also Ed- 
wards, Carrabelle, Apalachicola and reaches 
as far as Jacksonville. No undertaking 
of the Alliance has given such visible 
results as the southern missionary work 
and it is a great gratification that it has 
received the hearty endorsement and 
active help of the American Unitarian 
Association. 

Of minor importance but not less 
worthy of record is the large amount of 
miscellaneous work attended to at head- 
quarters. Large quantities of books have 
been sent for libraries at Gouldsboro, Me. 
and Swansboro, N.C. Tracts and books 
sent to the Exposition at St. Louis, to 
the Berkeley Divinity School and to Mr. 
Gillilan, and numberless boxes and barrels 
to places of distribution in many parts of 
the country. The lending library is 
extensively used and the reciprocity 
bureau of papers for use at Alliance meet- 
ings is a permanent feature in the monthly 
reports of the clerk. 

A library of music has also been inaug- 
urated for the exchange of anthems, 
music for Christmas, Easter and special 
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occasions of which nearly every church 
has a supply and which may thus be of 
continuous use. 

In addition to the monthly meetings 
the officers visit the branches assigned to 
them from time to time and wherever it 
is practicable the directors hold meetings 
for consultation and conference with the 
branches. 

Where such meetings are impossible 
the director holds frequent communica- 
tion with her branches by letter. Mem- 
bers of the board have attended the sum- 
mer meetings at the Isles of Shoals and 
Nantucket, the sessions of the county 
conferences in New England, the Middle 
States, Southern and Western Conferences, 
and the meetings of Associate Branches. 
All these occasions afford opportunity 
for acquaintance and fellowship most 
useful in making the Alliance understood 
and its work effective. 

This brief recapitulation of the yearly 
record of the executive board will be 
supplemented by the corresponding sec- 
retary in the report of what has been 
done by the branches. 

With gratitude for what has been accom- 
plished we still look forward to a wider 
usefulness. Many questions which seemed 
difficult of solution have already been 
solved. The Alliance is no longer a 
congregation of separate societies or 
groups of unorganized individuals, it is 
an entity, uniting local independence and 
individual freedom with collective energy. 
As the branches grow closer and closer 
they will grow stronger and stronger by 
mutual support and will become a power- 
ful instrumentality for the preservation 
and dissemination of the principles of 
our liberal faith. 

But every member must do her part. 
If half of our membership do nothing, 
then half of our power is lost. Those 
who are indifferent throw the responsi- 
bility and the work upon others who 
already have their own share to carry. 
In a few of our Unitarian churches the 
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women do not care to join at all in organ- 
ized work, preferring to keep apart from 
the rest, having no share in the joys of 
united service and self sacrifice, and know- 
ing nothing of the interest and pleasure 
to be found in joining in modern methods, 
but the majority are now steadfast, loyal 
workers, attacking with sympathetic 
earnestness the problems which confront 
the church of the present day and doing 
what each one can to prove the power and 
usefulness of working together for the 
common good. Therefore the Alliance 
begins a new year with hopeful cour- 
age, with happy heart and confidence in 
its high purpose to strengthen in every 
way the faith that it professes, and make 
itself an inspiring force in the denomina- 
tion. 


Those who have contributed to the 
various appeals during the year will be 
interested in a few extracts from the re- 
port of the committee. ‘ 

The appeal from Richmond Va. for 
$500 has had a most satisfactory record 
having been completed four months after 
it was first presented to the branches. 
This was partly due to the fact that it 
was presented at the time when the 
branches were taking up active work in 
the autumn, partly to the general inter- 
est in the Richmond church as being one 
of the few Unitarian churches in the 
south, and partly to the personality of 
the minister. Mr. Robinson Spent his 
summer in New England presenting the 
cause of the Richmond church as he had 
opportunity. His earnestness, enthusi- 
asm and hopefulness aroused an unusual 
interest in his work and he made friends 
wherever he went. 

Fort Collins, Colorado is a growing place 
of 6,000 people, the seat of the state Ag- 
ricultural College, the librarian of which 
and one of the professors are connected 
with the Unitarian church. The lot of 
land was paid for and the church nearly 
completed at last accounts. The appeal 
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to the Alliance was for $500 and $364 is 
still needed. 

The Indianapolis appeal was before the 
committee of last year and approved for 
$3,000 but was not recommended to the 
branches as the executive board consid- 
ered the amount too large. After con- 
sideration the committee this year ap- 
proved an appeal for $1,000. Of this 
$699 are still needed. The church at 
Indianapolis is one of the most important 
ones in the central west and is the only 
one in Indiana. The society now owns 
the building and two lots of land with a 
debt of $3,000 to the Loan Fund. 

The appeal from Winnipeg, Manitoba 
is from the Icelandic church, which sold 
its church building and began a new one 
in a more desirable part of the city. The 
people are all of small means doing their 
very best to carry on the work which is 
strongly endorsed by President South- 
worth of Meadville. The appeal is for $500. 

An appeal has recently been approved 
of $500 for Alton, Illinois. The church is 
alive and earnest. The people have done 
good work in raising almost the amount 
needed for a new church and ought to 
have the encouragement of a little help 
in the final completion of the work. 

In addition to these new appeals there 
are several brought over from last year. 
Wichita, Salt Lake City. and Pueblo. 
The needs in these places are still genuine 
and urgent and it is desirable that branches 
that have not contributed should do so, 
that these older appeals may be com- 
pleted leaving room for the new appeals 
of the coming year. 

Great. care is taken to make it plain to 
the appealing churches that the branches 
are independent organizations and make 
their own decisions as to appeals, and that 
no promises can be made by the com- 
mittee or by the executive board. At the 
same time it is the present policy of the 
board and the committee to approve and 
recommend only such sums as represent 
the real needs of the appealing churches, 


Alliance 11 
so that it would seem wise, so far as pos- 
sible for the branches to respond to those 
appeals and to endorse the decision of 
the executive board and the committee 
on appeals. 


The treasurer of the Pueblo branch 
writes as follows:— 

“The members of the Pueblo Alliance 
feel deeply grateful for the generous help 
given by the Alliance branches. In every 
case where we have heard directly from 
the donors, I have replied to them per- 
sonally, but the majority sent their gifts 
through the National Treasurer, and I 
wish them to know that their gifts have 
met with appreciation. We cannot thank 
you all enough for the help given us at 
this special time, when our need is so 
great. Our branch is doing very good 
work.” 


It is a satisfaction to be able to an- 
nounce that the Elevator at the Unitarian 
Building, 25 Beacon St. Boston will be 
put in this summer. The very efficient 
committee of which Mrs. Prescott Keyes 
is the indefatigable chairman, has secured 
more than half the sum required and the 
American Unitarian Association has voted 
to complete the amount. This elevator 
will add very much to the comfort and 
efficiency of our beautiful building, not 
only for Alliance women who find it hard 
to climb so many stairs, but for the many 
who will be glad to make use of Channing 
Hall when it is accessible without too 
much effort. Mrs. Keyes is to be con- 
gratulated on her success and will con- 
tinue to receive any money appropriated 
for this purpose. 


An inspiring letter from Detroit says 
“We had a delightful time in Cleveland 
and yesterday another feast in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, of which Mrs. Geddes of Toledo 
will doubtless notify you. The occasion 
was an Alliance basket picnie or reunion. 
All branches in the state were invited. 
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Ann Arbor had thirty-one present, Jack- 
son seven, Toledo five, Brooklyn seven, 
the ladies driving twelve miles before they 
took the electric car. Detroit went forty 
strong and had a special electric car. 
We had a royal good time, meeting in 
the little church yard adjoining the church. 
We organized the ‘Michigan Associate 
Alliance’ which will meet at the State 
Conference and once or twice beside so- 
cially during the year. Every one was 
so interested and so enthusiastic, I feel 
quite assured of its success. The officers 
elected for the Michigan Associate Alli- 
ance were President Mrs. Hiram Marks, 
Detroit, Vice President Mrs. E. L. Fuller, 
Jackson, Secretary Mrs. F. L. Geddes, 
Toledo.” 


A report from the branch at Hood River, 
Oregon, gives a charming account of pros- 
perity and success. The church has been 
improved by the completion of the base- 
ment and the addition of a beautiful light 
room or hall with a fine kitchen and a new 
furnace, the hall to be called the William 
G. Eliot Hall, in recognition of the great 
work done for the church by Rev. Wm. G. 
Eliot, Jr. The Alliance gave a reception 
to the minister on his marriage and en- 
joyed the newly acquired improvements to 
the fullest extent. The director writes 
of the Sunshine girls, a society formed 
three years ago, ‘‘They are beginning to 
handle their own meetings, sometimes lit- 
erary, sometimes sewing, then again in the 
kitchen for a practical lesson in candy 
making or whatever it may be. These 
girls will all be educated to step right into 
the Alliance and take any office as soon as 
at the proper age.” 

The report further says “We have three 
churches only in the state. Two of these 
have Alliance branches connected with 
the national, which we have done not be- 
cause we are near you and can receive 
direct benefit, but because we feel like 
the child with his parents a strength and 
relationship that is right and pleasant.” 


The branch at Fall River, Mass. has 
recently printed for its own use a little 
Service Book which is simple and attrac- 
tive. In order to reduce the expense it is 
hoped that other branches may wish 
to order copies which may be obtained 
of the president Mrs. J. M. Morton, for 
ten cents each or one dollar a dozen. 


A new branch has been formed at Stur- 
bridge, Mass., Mrs. Olivia EE. George, 
secretary. The branch is most grateful 
for the gifts already received for the organ. 
We bespeak a hearty welcome for this 
branch. 


Many reports have been crowded out 
of Word and Work this year to the regret 
of the secretary. All have been of im- 
portance and some of unusual interest 
and thoroughly appreciated by the officers 
of the Alliance board. Perhaps none 
has been more satisfactory than the April 
report from Buffalo, N.Y. where the 
branch itself was full of joy at the gen- 
erous gift of the friend who was inspired 
by Mr. St. John’s talk on the southern 
missionary work, to give through the 
branch, $200 towards a new chapel and 
$50 for the school at Shelter Neck. 

The secretary writes in closing the 
report, “The best of it all to my mind, 
is the fact that the Alliance is speaking 
for itself, and soon its supporters will 
not be obliged to explain its nature and 
cause for being, and we shall know be- 
yond doubt that the missionary spirit 
is a little broader than home interests 
only, that our blessed gospel of good 
cheer and hope must go forth, and we 
are honored in being called to be its mes- 
sengers.”’ 


The Appeals stand as follows: 


WichitasKansash tae a: - eee $140.00 
Salt Lake City) Utalies ie meee 126.50 
Pueblo; Colorado... =e) ae eet 714.00 
Indianapolis; Indiana.) oe eee 699.00 
Fort CollinsColorado —..) « Jo sue 364.00 
Winnipess Manitobas .ecieeene 463.00 
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Headquarters: Room 11, 25 Beacon Street, Boston 
Rey. Epaar S. Wiers, President 


Miss Emity Bouvé Ossporn, Secretary 


Annual Meeting 


May 25, 1905 


The Annual Business Meeting of the 
Young People’s Religious Union was en- 
thusiastic and well attended. The records 
show that 99 delegates were present, and 
that these 99 delegates represented 54 
Unions from the following 7 States and 
Canada. 

Maine, 1; New Hampshire, 4; Vermont, 
1; Massachusetts, 87; Pennsylvania, 2; 
Illinois, 1; Iowa, 1; Canada, 2. 

Freedom from restraint was one of the 
pleasantest features of this meeting, for 
delegates asked questions and made re- 
marks in such an informal way that no 
one felt shy about “lifting up his voice.” 
Discussion was lively during the whole 
afternoon, and every point that came up 
was thoroughly talked over. It was de- 
lightful to see every-one enter with such 
spirit into the discussions, for it showed 
a deep interest in the affairs of the National 
Union and a sense of responsibility for its 
welfare. 

The reports given at this meeting showed 
progress during the year 1904-05, and 
the business done during the afternoon 
ought to push the Union ahead in 1905- 
06. Several important steps were taken, 
some showing results of growth in the 
past, and some pointing to greater strength 
in the future. 

The first innovation that was voted at 
this meeting was putting the Treasurer 
under bonds. The Policy Committee,— 
whose Chairman was the candidate for 
Treasurer,—suggested among other re- 
forms that our Treasurer should always 
in future be under bonds. At first the 
Union was so small and the funds so in- 
significant that no such precaution was 
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necessary, but now when the society 
has grown large and the year’s money 
amounts to over $2,000 it seems only 
business-like to hold security. 

Encouraging reports of the year’s work 
came from different Federations, and the 
following Committees reported work either 
being done or finished. The Policy Com- 
mittee gave the report printed on page 15 
of this issue, and reports of the Calendar 
Committee andthe Publication Com- 
mittee, given that afternoon, are printed 
on pages 16 and 17. Miss Floyd said that 
the Fair Committee is working hard and 
that help of any kind will be appreciated. 
The little flyers telling all about ‘Scenes 
in Bookland”’ were at the meeting, but 
any-one who would like either a pledge- 
card or one of these pamphlets may have 
one by writing to 25 Beacon St. 

Another important step that was taken 
was the practical establishment of a Life 
Membership in the Y.P.R.U., the fee to 
be $10. The advantages of having Life 
Members are too obvious to need expla- 
nation, and the vote of the delegates was 
favorable. Nevertheless as the establish- 
ment of such a membership would ne- 
cessitate amending the Constitution to 
give Life Members their votes, the measure 
had to go over until next year. Life 
Members will be enrolled meanwhile, and 
at the meeting in 1906 the. Constitution 
will be amended at once, giving our new 
members a chance to vote on the other 
questions that afternoon. Our first Presi- 
dent, Rev. Thomas Van Ness, expressed 
a desire to be also our first Life Member. 

After the regular business and _ the 
ballotting had been finished the follow- 
ing resolutions were passed. 

Resolved: that the Y.P. R.U., appreciates the 
loyalty and efficiency of its retiring President, 


Mr. Wheeler, expresses to him its regrets at the 
necessity of his retirement, and extends to him 
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its hearty thanks for the enthusiasm and devo- 
tion of his service. 

Resolved: that the Y. P. R. U., at its annual 
meeting in the parlors of the South Congrega- 
tional Church, expresses its gratitude to the 
trustees of the said church for their generous 
hospitality in placing their building at the dis- 
posal of the Union. 

Resolved: that the Y. P. R. U. of the Unitarian 
Church, at its annual meeting in Boston, Mass., 
extends its hearty greetings to the Y. P. C. U. of 
the Universalist Church, hoping that unity of 
purpose and ideals may tend more and more to 
unite these kindred organizations in the bonds of 
mutual sympathy and common actiyity. 
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Boarp oF Directors MonTHiy MEErine 


The tenth regular meeting of the Board 
of Directors was held in Room 11 on Tues- 
day May 2, 1905. In Mr. Wheeler’s ab- 
sence Mr. Melcher presided, and there 
were present: Mr. Harrington, Mr. Vail, 
Mr. Atherton, Miss Jones, and Miss Loring. 

The minutes of the last meeting were 
read and accepted. 

The Treasurer reported that there was 
$202.40 in the treasury, all the bills paid. 
$87. had just been sent to the Treasurer 
and there was about $60. in the office. 
Many of the Unions had not yet contrib- 
uted. It was 


Voted: to return all the Reserve Fund before 
the Annual Meeting if possible. 


The Chairman of the Policy Committee 
read a letter that is to be sent to the 
Unions, making recommendations for 
next year’s work. 

The Chairman of the Calendar Com- 
mittee showed a sample page of the pro- 
posed calendar for 1906, and reported 
that the Committee is planning to publish 
a calendar on the home. 

The Fair Committee proposed that the 
Union should have a poster that should 
be permanent, and that it should be used 
at this Fair for the first time. They sug- 
gested that a Committee of 3, 2 from the 
Directors, and 1 from the Fair Committee, 
be appointed to design this poster. It was 
therefore 
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Voted: that the Chairman appoint 2 mem- 
bers of this Committee from the Directors. Mr. 
Melcher appointed Miss Loring and Miss Osborn. 

The bills for the past month were ap- 
proved. 

Adjourned. 


Emiry B. Osporn, Secretary 


Federations 


South Worcester FEDERATION 


The South Worcester Federation is still 
organized in the same manner as when 
first formed, the young people holding all 
offices and advising with the ministers. 
We hold three regular meetings a year, 
Sundays in January, April and October. 
We have undertaken no outside work, 
but have simply held these meetings for 
religious and social purposes. Each sum- 
mer for the past three years we have held a 
picnic, which seemed to add to the social 
progress. 

At each meeting the policy of the Fed- 
eration has been to have one of the young 
people speak at the aftérnoon session, 
and the evening session one of the min- 
isters from the Federation and an outside 
speaker. The past year we have had the 
pleasure of listening to such speakers as 
Rev. E. W. Whitney of Milford, Rev. A. L. 
Weatherly of Worcester, William H. Parker 
of Boston, Rev. J. C. Kent of N orthboro, 
Rev. Edw. H. Keens of Westboro and Rev. 
Frank W. Pratt of Hopedale. 


NortH Mippiesex FrepEration 


TYNGsBORO, Mass. 
May 19, 1905. 


Report of North Middlesex Federation 
for the past year. 

We have held two interesting meetings 
of our Federation, one in September at 
Ayer, one in April at Chelmsford. It is 
our custom to raise $50 a year for mis- 
sionary purposes. This year the sum was 
given to the Bulfinch Place Church, Boston. 
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Besides this the collection taken at the 
fall meeting amounting to $6.26 was sent 
to aid the work of the Rev. Jasper L. 
Douthit at Shelbyville, Ill. Nearly all of 
our guilds have undertaken cheerful 
letter work with great enthusiasm. 


O. S. Brown, Secretary 


Report of Policy Committee 
(1905) 

The Policy Committee has carefully 
considered the needs of the organization, 
and to assist it in arriving at conclusions 
has asked the Unions for suggestions and 
advice. The responses have been many 
and helpful, and are indicative of a wide- 
spread and loyal interest. The com- 
mittee has given them full consideration. 

As a result of their deliberations the 
committee respectfully submits the follow- 
ing recommendations: 

I. That we continue our assistance to 
the church at Pueblo, giving, if possible, 
a sum equal to the amount contributed 
this year, to wit: Three Hundred Dollars. 

We urge this recommendation very 
strongly, because there are in Pueblo 
many people of the Unitarian denomina- 
tion, and it is therefore very impor- 
tant that Pueblo should have a church 
of our faith. Moreover, it appears from 
the correspondence which the committee 
and our National Secretary, Miss Osborn, 
have had with the Rev. G. H. Rice, pastor 
of the church at Pueblo, that he and his 
parishioners have accomplished a great 
work in establishing their church. The 
purchase price of the church, including re- 
pairs, was $7500. $2500 of this amount 
was immediately raised by popular sub- 
scription, and the balance was obtained 
through two loans, one of $4000 and one 
of $1000. The $4000 loan was made 
through the Building and Loan Associa- 
tion, and is practically self-carrying, the 
income from the parsonage being sufficient 
to pay the annual interest. The $1000 


loan was obtained from a friend, and it is 
this amount which they are now trying to 
pay, and to which the money donated by 
the Y. P. R. U. has been appropriated. 
It has already been reduced to $600, and 
if we again give them $300 it will enable 
them to make the final payment of this 
debt. We shall thus practically free 
them from their indebtedness, and give 
them an opportunity to devote their en- 
ergies to strengthening their society and 
spreading the principles of our faith. 
Can we find a more worthy opportunity to 
lend a helping hand? Would not the fact 
that we have freed this church from the 
incubus of this debt, be a fitting memo- 
rial of our endeavor? 

II. That we extend our field agent work 
as far as our financial condition will permit. 
We consider the continuation and develop- 
ment of this work a matter of vital im- 
portance, both to the Unions and the 
Y. P. R. U., and we believe it is the only 
practical means of forming new unions, 
assisting weak ones, promoting a healthy 
and friendly interest between unions, and 
interesting them in the work and aspira- 
tions of the Y. P. R. U. 

We suggest, therefore, 

(a) That the country be divided into 
sections or districts with reference to the 
present location of unions and the possible 
formation of new ones. 

(b) That a speaker from a central lo- 
cation in each section or district be assigned 
to do the necessary work therein. 

(c) That the speakers be supplied from 
headquarters with full and accurate data 
concerning the work of the Y. P. R. U. 
and particularly in regard to an object of 
special interest to the unions, as, for ex- 
ample, the church at Pueblo. 

(d) That apart from the field agent 
work, speakers should be appointed to 
represent the Y. P. R. U. in each city or 
central position. These speakers should 
be delegated to visit the unions in their 
immediate vicinity, for the purpose of 
observing existing conditions and keeping 
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the unions informed in regard to our work, 
and should be required to submit monthly 
a written report to the secretary. We 
think a corps of efficient speakers, each 
one of whom should be responsible for 
conditions in his own locality, could in 
time be developed into an efficient means 
of supervision. Under the present system 
of sending speakers from headquarters, 
only a few men are available, and they 
cannot always be obtained when needed. 
Moreover, informal visits of this kind 
would undoubtedly make the Y. P. R. U. 
seem more real to the unions. As things 
are now, it may be that the Y. P. R. U. 
is nothing more than a name to some of 
the unions, simply because of infrequent 
visits from representatives of the Y. P. R. 
U., and we offer this recommendation in 
the belief that its practical operation will 
convince every union that the Y. P. R. U. 
is an active and efficient organization of 
which they are an integral part, and that 
its methods and doings are dictated by 
motives of friendship and “togetherness,” 
and not from financial considerations, 

III. That the Reserve Fund be kept in- 
tact, if possible, and added to each year 
to the extent of at least $200. 

The wisdom of keeping our expenses 
within our income and having a fund 
ready for any emergency, justifies this rec- 
ommendation. 

IV. That we establish a life-member- 
ship: the fee for the same to be $10. 

The merits of this proposition are ob- 
vious. As a life member, one who had 
retired from active participation in our 
affairs would be looked to for counsel and 
advice, and he would still have the pleas- 
ure of associating with the young people 
in their endeavors, Moreover, many of 
our older friends would probably be glad 
to become life members, and we should 
thereby gain dignity and prestige. The 
financial gain from this source would be 
considerable. 

V. That the Treasurer be placed under 
bonds, the amount to be determined by 


the Board of Directors, and the bonds to 
be approved by the Chairman of said 
Board. 

This recommendation is dictated by 
sound common sense. An organization 
of this kind in order to be successful must 
be conducted according to business prin- 
ciples, and ordinary prudence requires 
that anyone handling large sums of money 
should be placed under bonds. 

In conclusion, it should be kept in mind 
that the unions themselves constitute the 
Y. P. R. U.; that the National officers are 
but their servants; that the duties and 
ideals between unions and National officers 
are reciprocal; that neither unions nor 
officers can accomplish anything worth 
while without the approval and assistance 
of the other; and that earnest and en- 
thusiastic co-operation is absolutely es- 
sential to harmony and success. 


Wn. G. Harrinaton 
ELizABETH LoRING 
Percy A, ATHERTON 


a SO 


Report of the Calendar Committee 
of the Y.P. RR. U. 


—_ 


Encouraged by the successful past years 
and by the exceptional demand for our 
calendar last fall, the National Union is 
now making plans for a 1906 publication. 
It is to be A Calendar of Home Life and 
will have weekly quotations from varied 
sources. There will be a novel alrange- 
ment of dates and engagement spaces 
which will add to its usefulness and at- 
tractiveness and every effort will be made 
to make it worthy of the Support the 
unions can give. 

If during the next fortnight any friends 
can send to the committee Suitable quota- 
tions of four or five lines in length in either 
prose or poetry, they will be gladly re- 
ceived. 

Respectfully submitted 


FRreperic G, MEtcuER, Chairman 
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Report of the Publication 
Committee 


The chief work of this committee has 
been that of preparing and issuing the 
annual Topic List, from which selections 
may be made for meetings of the Unions. 
The increasing demand for these lists has 
made necessary the printing of a larger 
number, with consequent added expense; 
but this is welcomed as a sign of growth 
in interest as well as membership. It is 
hoped however, that the Unions will 
partially reimburse the treasury by pur- 
chasing copies for their members. 

Our correspondence has brought out 
the fact that Union membership means 
considerable diversity of age and of mental 
training, including Doctors of Philosophy 
as well as High School students. We 
have endeavored to meet the needs of the 
younger as well as the more mature minds, 
and believe that each will find many topics 
which are suitable. The references have 
been increased in number and are an im- 
portant feature of the list. The books 
mentioned should be found upon the shelves 
of the local library, and if not there, it 
would be well to request their purchase. 
Such books as ‘“ Pioneers of Religious Lib- 
erty in America,” Dr. Hale’s ‘‘ How to Live 
and How to Do It,’ Jane Addams’s “ De- 
mocracy and Social Ethics,” and many 
others to which we refer, are well worth 
having in each home. Certain references 
are from the “Christian Register.” It is 
hoped that the value of this weekly pub- 
lication will be more widely appreciated, 
and that the Unions will help to increase 
its circulation. 

At the request of one or two Unions, 
your Committee has added some informa- 
tion concerning lantern slides. Several 
societies have purchased stereopticons, 
and there is increasing use of this 
method of illustration. When possible, 
it is better to examine and choose these 
slides at the office or store, rather than to 
order by title from the catalogue. 


We thank the many Unions who sent 
copies of their programs to us for com- 
parison, and particularly, those who added 
suggestions concerning topics. As it is 
customary to publish this Topic List in 
May, just before the Annual Meeting of 
the Y. P. R. U., we recommend that 
Unions who print their own programs, 
should divide their year in such a way as 
will enable them to take advantage of 
this general publication. 


Dupitny R. Cutwp, Chairman 


Union Notes 


[This column is to be filled by contributions 
from the Secretaries of local Unions. All copy 
should be sent to Miss Emily B. Osborn, 25 Beacon 
St,, Boston; before the twentieth of each month.] 

On account of mis-information in the 
office, a statement was made in May Word 
and Work that the Union in Elizabeth, N.J. 
was organized ‘‘a few months ago.”’ The 
Secretary has since sent in correct records, 
showing that the Union dates from March, 
1904. All such corrections are very wel- 
come at headquarters. 


The Bolton Guild made its annual con- 
tribution for 1905-06 on the day of the 
Annual Meeting,—May 25. Many thanks 
to Bolton for its prompt contribution! 


An apology is due to the Disciples’ 
Guild, of Boston. Through an oversight 
this Union was not included in the list of 
contributors in the Annual Report, whereas 
it had sent $5.00 to the National Treasury 
on April tenth. 


Secretary Lists 


The following changes and additions 
should be made in the Secretary Lists. 
The corrections are in italics. 

Changes. 
GARDNER, Mass. Miss Florence E. Kinsman, 


173 So. Main St., Station A. 
E. Lexinetron, Mass. (8) Miss Essala L. Cooke. 
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Wo.Luaston, Mass. (c) Miss Helen M. Sprague, 
Park St., Wollaston. 
Concorp, Mass. (8s) Miss Edith Melvin. 


AuBANY, N.Y. (s) Miss Grace Pearsall, 52 
Chestnut St. 
Additions. 


New Jersey. Plainfield, Unity League. 
(c) Miss Mary Welles, 312 E. Seventh St. 


Points and Lines 


During the past month Toledo, Ohio, 
and Brockton, Mass., have joined the Pro- 
gram exchange. Nineteen Unions now 
belong to the Exchange, and if they con- 
sider it worth while we shall keep it work- 
ing next year. 


The reception given by Boston Federa- 
tion for the national officers was even 
more popular this year than it was in 1904. 
The reception adds a social feeling to the 
Annual Meeting and gives the delegates 
a pleasant opportunity to see each other. 
Boston Federation should be thanked for 
the reception and congratulated on the 
successful way in which it has been run. 


1904-05 Contributions 


This is the list of Unions that sent their 
1904-05 contribution to the Treasurer 
ajter May first. While contributions are 
welcome at any time, it should be remem- 
bered that our financial year closes M ay 1. 


Farmington, Maine 


ees nes - $3.00 
Plainfield, N.J. (Membership) 


5.00 


Meadyille,Par aca). ..otek 2a $10.00 
Concord, Mass. 5.00 
Stow, Mass. -. «7s ts oie tee ee en 
Andover, N.H... a. oe he ee OA 
Erie, Pa, ds: oie eee Sen organ 
Bolton, Mass. 9. 52. es 5.00 
Norwell, Mass. 3.00 
Lancaster, Mass. 2.00 
Burlington, Vt. . 5.00 
Germantown, Penn. . 5.00 
Medford, Mass. . . 10.00 
Charlestown, N.H.. . 5.00 
Carroll Everett Union 15.00 
Dedham, Mass. . seas 5.00 
East Lexington . . , 3.00 
All Souls’, Roxbury ra Bea 
Ware, Mass. es) Giksths hyped ean 
Quincy, Mass. . 5.00 
Waverley, Mass. . 5.00 
Winchester, Mass. . 1.00 
Dighton, Mass. 1.00 
Egstport,) Mes. :. sc < . 2s ee eee 
Northfield, "Mass -) 5.7, 2O8)=) aaa eee tO) 
Albany, N.Y. . A : - 5.00 


‘¢ Scenes in Bookland ’”’ 


The Fair Committee are feeling very 
much encouraged, as at our Annual Meet- 
ing several more Unions have volunteered 
to provide chairmen for some of the tables. 
There are still some tables without chair- 
men, will not some Union come forward 
with its help? 

The tables that as yet have not been 
taken are Flower, Lunch Room, Mystery, 
and Traveler’s (Bag and Basket). 

Please correspond with 


Miss Mature J. Firoyp (Chairman) 
15 Elton St., Dorchester, Mass. 
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ce a Se 


Rev. C. E. Tomlin has re- 
ceived and accepted a call to 
Gardner, Mass. Rev. Edwin 
Evans, recently of Meadville, Pa., has been 
called to Ayer, Mass. Rev. W. Lathrop 
_Meaker has resigned at West Somerville, 
Mass., to engage in independent work. 
Rev. J. Lewis: Marsh of Lincoln, Neb., 

is preaching at Colorado Springs, Col., 

until January. Rev. 8. C. Beane, Aj tap 
has resigned at North Andover, Mass., to 
accept a call to the South Church at 
Worcester, Mass. Rev. M. R. Kerr has 
resigned at Sandwich, Mass., to accept a 
call to Greeley, Col. Rev. H. R. Hub- 
bard has resigned at Green Harbor, Mass., 
to return to his former parish at Frances- 
town, N.H. The situation of ministerial 
supply and demand in our churches is 
just now a very unusual one. Custom- 
_arily the demand for ministers is loudest 
from the churches farthest away from the 
‘natural sources of supply in the Last, 
but at the present moment every active 
church in the Middle, Southern, Western, 
and Rocky Mountain Departments either 
has a minister or has called a minister. 
In the Pacific Department there is but 
one vacancy. The demand just now is all 
in New England, where there are twenty 
churches seeking ministers. 


Ministerial 
Personals. 


2 


=f & Rev. Bradford Leavitt of 
Missionary 4 Francisco has completed 
Journeys. prere 
his journey as a Billings Lect- 
urer in the Rocky Mountain Department 
and in the Pacific North-west. He has_ 
visited the churches in Salt Lake City 
and Odgen, Utah; Boisé, Ida.; Butte, 
Helena, and Great Falls, Mont.; Spokane, 
Bellingham, and Seattle, Wash. Every- 
where he has helped our ministers and 
people by inspiring words and good 
counsel. His report indicates vitality 
and growth in all but two of the parishes 
visited. Several others have pressing 
problems to confront, but not beyond 
solution. Rev. J. A. Cruzan, Field Agent 
on the Pacific Coast, has recently been in 
Oregon attending the North Pacific Con- 
ference at Hood River and preaching at 
the installation of Mr. Baker as associate 
minister at Portland. He has now re- 
turned to his post at Eureka, Cal. Rev. 
Earl M. Wilbur, Field Secretary on the 
Pacific Coast, will make a visit to the 
North-west next month, and spend part 
of the Christmas season in Southern 
California. Rev. Minot O. Simons of 
Cleveland, Ohio, Billings lecturer in the 
Pacific Coast Department, will visit all 
the churches in the department in Febru- 
ary and the early part of March. Rev. 
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H. H. Saunderson, President of the Young 
People’s Religious Union, is at. present 
engaged in a journey as a Billings lecturer 
in the Central West and Canada. His 
itinerary takes him to Buffalo, Cleveland, 
Toledo, Davenport, Iowa City, Des Moines, 
Humboldt, Keokuk, Bloomington, Urbana, 
Detroit, London, Hamilton, Toronto, 
Ottawa, and Montreal. His home pulpit 
will be supplied by the President of the 
Association and the Secretary of the De- 


partment of Social and Public Service. 


Rev. Thomas Clayton is just now engaged 
in making his second journey as Billings 
lecturer in West Virginia. He has ar- 
ranged for meetings in Charleston, Hunt- 
ington, Fairmount, and Morgantown, and 
also in Uniontown, Pa. Secretary Wilson 
has been away from his office throughout 
the month of November, visiting the 
churches in the South-west and South. 
He will return about December 7. The 
President of the Association has returned 
from his journey in the Central West, and 
has since attended the meetings of the 
Middle State Conference at Troy. His 
appointments during December, exclusive 
of the supply of Mr. Saunderson’s pulpit, 
include engagements at Augusta and 
Waterville, Me., Attleboro and Weston, 
Mass., and Concord, N.H. 


At the Annual Meeting of the 
Association last May the 
President made a suggestion 
of a plan for a systematic method of ex- 
change among ministers. Following this 


Ministerial 
Exchanges. 


_ suggestion a resolution was adopted by the 


meeting, requesting the President to ap- 
point a representative Committee of seven 
members to consider and, if expedient and 
possible, arrange for a systematic method 
of ministerial exchange. This Committee 
was duly appointed, with Rev. A. L. Hud- 


.son as Chairman and Rev. Alfred Man- 


chester as Secretary. The Committee 
has held a number of meetings and, aided 
by an appropriation from the Board, is 
prepared to put the plan in operation. It 


was decided that these exchanges should be 
limited to ministers who had been at least 
five years settled in their present parishes, 
and that the exchanges should be for 
periods of not less than four Sundays. 
As far as possible the more isolated min- 
isters were to have the opportunity of 
exchange. Three exchanges are now 
arranged for :— 

1. Between Dr. C. F. Dole of Jamaica 
Plain, Mass., and Rey. B. A. Goodridge of 
Santa Barbara, Cal. This will take place 
in February, and extend for a month. 

2. Between Rev. J. E. Wright of Mont- 
pelier, Vt., and Rev. William H. Ramsay 
of Louisville, Ky. This exchange will 
take place at the same time and for the 
same period. 

3. Between Rev. Newton Mann of 
Omaha, Neb., and Rev. L. W. Mason of 
Pittsburg, Pa. This will be later in the 
year, but for about the same length of 
time. 

Five other exchanges are in the con- 
dition of active correspondence and may 
be expected to be consummated. It is 
expected that the operation of this plan 
will refresh both ministers and churches, 
though the exchanging ministers are ex- 


pected to do all the work of the local 


minister, and help in every way possible in 
the parish activities. The appropriation 
at the disposal of the Committee enables 
the Committee to defray the expenses of 
travel. 


At the November meeting of the 
etre. Directors “oh Sie: Aa Gaeta 
Meeting. eee ~ 
several interesting matters of 
business were transacted. The final ar- 
rangements were made by which the As- 
sociation is to accept the trust of the Old 
West Roxbury Meeting-house which is 
associated with the ministry of Theodore 
Parker. The Committee on the Preserva- 
tion of the Meeting-house continues in 
activity and will endeavor to raise money 
to pay off the necessary mortgage, and put 
the building again in repair. The Di- 
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rectors also voted to accept the property 
of the church in Northumberland in trust, 
whenever the transfer may be deemed ex- 
pedient and timely by the owners of the 
property and the Committee appointed in 
accordance with a vote at the Annual 
Meeting to consider the possibility of 
preserving the building as a memorial to 
Dr. Joseph Priestley. An interesting new 
departure was a vote authorizing the con- 
struction of a portable church. Mr. 
Homer of the Board of Directors has drawn 
a plan for such a structure which is at- 
tractive and convenient. If the plan 
works well in practice, it may be the solu- 
tion of the problem that confronts some 
of the younger churches unable to build as 
yet permanent structures, and worshipping 
at present in unsuitable and inconvenient 
meeting places. It is proposed that the 
first of these structures shall be used in the 
Meadville District where heat and light 
can be provided by natural gas. This is 
an experiment which promises good’ re- 
sults. Communications were received in- 
forming the Board of the sale of the prop- 
erty of the Second Church in San Fran- 
cisco, and the purpose of the Trustees to 
turn over the receipts to the Association in 
trust, to be held for and in behalf of the 
Society. The money will be available 
when the Society wishes to purchase a new 
lot and rebuild, or, in the event of the dis- 
solution of this Society, it will be used for 
missionary purposes in San Francisco. 

The President announced the appoint- 
ment of twenty representative and dis- 
tinguished Unitarians as the Advisory 
Council for the Department of Social and 
Public Service. 

The President was further requested to 
appoint a special committee to consider 
ways and means of improving the con- 
dition of the ministers. This vote was 
adopted at the request and instigation of 
the Meadville Theological School request- 
ing such action. 

Arrangement was made for the con- 
tinuance of the work at London, Ontario, 


and for assistance in raising the debt at 
present burdening the Society at Derby, 
Conn. 


The churches that send in 

their contributions for the 
national work in the first half of the year 
have a red letter mark in the minds of 
the officers of the Association. They are 
deplorably few in number, so it is not 
difficult to remember them. Each year 
a few new recruits to the early givers are 
won, but each year others fall back, and 
it cannot be said that there is any net 
gain in the habit of the churches. Seven 
months of the financial year have now 
passed, and hardly more than a score of 
churches have given attention to this 
important element of our life and work 
together. 

The contributions indicate that the 
good level of last year’s giving is at least 
to be sustained. Thus far the changes 
are insignificant. The majority of the 
contributors give the same as last year. 
Adding up the small gains and losses in 
the gifts of the ten or a dozen churches 
that show some little divergency, it is 
discovered that the gains amount to $186 
and the losses to $185. It is a pleas- 
ure to welcome back to the list of con- 
tributing churches two that dropped out 
last year; namely, Lincoln, Neb., and 
Luverne, Minn., to applaud the contri- 
bution from the little church in Fitz- 
william, N.H., which has not had a min- 
ister for many a year, and to greet the 
first contribution from the new society 
at Summit, N.J. Northampton, Mass., 
makes the largest contribution that it 
has made for many years, going consid- 
erably above its former high tide mark 
in 1903. Braintree, Hingham, and Win- 
chester maintain their former good records. 
Petersham, in spite of the destruction of 
the church by fire, sends a generous con- 
tribution, larger indeed than for any year 
in its history except last year. The 
record of the church in Springfield is” 


Contributions. 
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particularly gratifying, showing what 
might be done almost anywhere by the 
adoption of thorough, energetic methods 
of raising the subscription and the earnest 
co-operation of minister and people. For 
years the contribution of the church at 
Springfield ran from $300 to $500 a year. 
In 1905, when the present minister went 
to Springfield, the contribution had fallen 
as low as $300. He persuaded the par- 
ish to adopt the methods of raising the 
subscription which have long been advo- 
cated by the officers of the Association, 
and the result was that in the next year 
the contribution was more than doubled, 
rising to $700. In 1907, the year of the 
$150,000 subscription, the church sur- 
prised itself by raising $1,100. Last year 
$900 was the record, and this year a round 
thousand dollars. That is an example 
which might be imitated by almost any 
of the churches that are now satisfied 
with gifts of between $300 and $500. 
To double such gifts is easily possible 
when the right methods are used and 
backed by the earnest word and work of 
the minister and the church committees. 


Publicity The various enterprises pro- 
Department. jected by the Publicity De- 

partment are being most 
favorably received by the churches and 
energetically pushed forward. During 
the month of November a score more 
churches have been negotiating with the 
Department, with the aim of using the 
Unitarian Calendar in their local work. 
Some of those having fully decided to 
adopt it are Greenfield, Springfield, Ayer, 
and Northampton, Mass., and Madison, 
Wis. Many others will begin using it 
with the new year. 

The postal requirements for second- 
class matter necessitate the taking of 
individual subscriptions, either by the 
members themselves or by a definite vote 
of the parish board acting on their be- 
half. It is therefore necessary for the 
church to act officially in this matter, 


definitely subscribing for 200 or more 
copies, to be sent to individual members 
of the parish. This month subscription 
blanks will be sent to many churches, to 
be distributed to the people and to begin 
the establishment of the use of the Uni- 
tarian Calendar. The churches comply- 
ing with this requirement will aid greatly 
in facilitating the work of the Publicity 
Department. 

Steps are being taken to extend the 
circulation of the Unitarian Calendar as 
a little magazine of general interest 
throughout the country. There is a great 
need of some universal medium of infor- 
mation, whereby the members of the 
Unitarian churches can be brought into 
closer touch with each other and into 
more helpful union with the movement at 
large. It is hoped that our ministers 
will co-operate in making this possible. 
Single subscriptions to the Calendar are 
25 cents, with club rate of 20 cents a year 
for five copies or over. 

The work of the Paragraph Pulpit is 
rapidly increasing as the season advances. 
In Baltimore, Md., contracts have just 
been signed with two of the most promi- 
nent papers in the city. In Atlanta, Ga., 
the Publicity Department has just. made 
a quarter-year contract with the Atlanta 
Journal, a paper of large circulation with 
wide influence in the South. In Mce- 
Keesport, Pa., members of the struggling 
little church there have just decided to 
publish the Paragraph Pulpit in the Daily 
News, for three months, at their own 
expense. Another three months’ publi- 
cation will be paid for from the publicity 
fund. Rev. Charles E. St. John has de- 
cided to begin another year’s Paragraph 
Pulpit campaign in one of the leading 
Philadelphia papers. Last year Mr. St. 
John engaged in this work at a cost of 
about $1,000, and is fully convinced of 
its efficiency as a missionary method. 
Rev. Bradford Leavitt of San Francisco, 
Cal., who has been doing Paragraph Pul- 
pit work in conjunction with the Public- 


ey 
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ity Department during the last year, has 
just received, in answer to his request for 
information, a great many replies, testi- 
fying to the good done by the Pulpit and 
expressing the wish that it be continued. 

The local publicity booklet, to which 
reference was made in last month’s Word 
and Work, has been printed and copies of 
it sent to the ministers. Already, a 
number of churches have decided to carry 
on a publicity campaign by its use, and 
it is confidently expected that a very 
large number of these will be circulated. 

During December, a booklet, entitled 
“Ten Spokes in the Wheel of Progress,” 
will be issued and sent to all the ministers 
and Alliance secretaries. It shows ten 
ways in which the Unitarian worker may 
do useful service in spreading the liberal 
faith, giving full particulars. It is hoped 
that this will be helpful in its suggestive- 
ness, and that it will direct into channels 
of effective usefulness the new missionary 
interest that is increasingly manifest 
among us. Copies will be sent on appli- 
cation to Mr. Casson. 


Department Mention was made in the 
of Social last Word and Work of a 
Service. letter of inquiry which had 


been sent to all the settled ministers, ask- 
ing for information about any social work 
which their churches are now carrying on. 
Many answers have been received, some 
of them of much interest; but still more 
than half of those to whom the inquiry 
was sent have failed to respond. No 
doubt this is because answering has been 
laid over until a more convenient time, 
but it would be of great assistance if the 
matter could now receive immediate 
attention. We wish to embody the re- 
sults of the inquiry in a report; but, unless 
a much larger number of churches make 
returns, any such report must be very in- 
complete and unsatisfactory. Please help 
us now to make it as interesting and use- 
ful as possible. 

Many churches issue a weekly or 


monthly directory of activities and an- 
nouncement of coming events. All are 
of value, and many contain suggestions 
which are of much more than local in- 
terest. This office aims to be a clearing- 
house for information of this kind, and all 
who are charged with the duty of mailing 
or distributing these leaflets and bul- 
letins, or special programs of any kind, 
are asked to put this Department on their 
lists. Address the Department of Social 
and Public Service, 25 Beacon Street, 
Boston, Mass. 

In the last month the Secretary of the 
Department, Mr. Forbes, has lectured 
before the Tuckerman School on the “In- 
stitutional Church,” has spoken at the 
Channing Club with special reference 
to social work among the Italians of Bos- 
ton, and has addressed the Norfolk Con- 
ference, the Ministers’ Club, the Unitarian 
Clubs of Keene, N.H., Fairhaven and 
Salem, Mass., and Alliances in Brain- 
tree and Milton, Mass., on the work of the 
Department in its different phases. 


The Tuckerman School 
lectures for December will 
be held as usual in Chan- 
ning Hall, Thursdays at 10.30. Rev. 
Paul Revere Frothingham will speak of 
“The American Unitarian Association 
and National Conference” on December 3; 
Miss Emma C. Low, of ““The National Alli- 
ance,’ December 10: and Miss Helen L. 
Bayley will tell of the ‘‘Cheerful Letter 
Work,” December 17. 

The Saturday lectures at 10.30 are being 
continued by Miss Sara C. Bullard, who 
gives a kindergarten program for a month 
at each lecture. 

Mr. Albert E. Bailey is giving a series 
of five lectures on Palestine on Tuesday 
mornings at ten o’clock. All these lect- 
ures are of profit and of especial help to 
those engaged in Parish or Sunday- 
school work. 

At a recent meeting of the board of 
managers of the school it was voted to 


The Tucker- 
man School. 
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adopt articles of incorporation, and the 
necessary legal steps are being taken to 
that end. The school will close on 
Wednesday noon, November 25, for the 
Thanksgiving recess; and on December 
19, for the Christmas vacation, opening 
again on the 5th of January. 


At the last Annual Meeting 
of the Association a resolution 
was passed asking the Pres- 
ident to appoint a Committee of three 
to formulate a plan for the organization 
of a men’s league in our churches. The 
President appointed Mr. Cyril H. Burdett, 
President of the New York Unitarian 
Club; Mr. Parker B. Field, President of 
the Channing Club of Boston; Mr. Morton 
D. Hull of Chicago, President of the 
Western Conference. This Committee has 
now submitted its preliminary report, and 
has issued a letter to the officers of the 
existing Unitarian clubs, and other in- 
terested ministers and laymen, suggesting 
a form of organization and pointing out 
the need of such a movement in our fel- 
lowship. The proposed constitution 
names the organization ‘‘The National 
League of Unitarian Laymen.” ‘The ob- 
jects are said to be, “To unite men in 
active and aggressive denominational and 
philanthropic work and civic improve- 
ment through the agency of the Unitarian 
church, and to promote the organization 
of men’s clubs in churches or at mission 
points where they do not now exist.” 
Provision is made for the affiliation of the 


Laymen’s 
League. 


existing Unitarian clubs, and also for in- 
dividual and sustaining members. It is 
proposed that an annual convention be 
held, and an executive committee is pro- 
vided to promote the objects of the 
league. The Committee invites sugges- 
tions from all persons interested in the 
movement. Correspondence should be 
with Mr. C. H. Burdett, Chairman of the 
Committee, at 135 Broadway, New York 
City. 


Notes 


In the Indianapolis Unitarian Church 
a card catalogue of the activities of the 
members in social service work is kept, 
and, if any member is found who is not 
doing anything along this line, a recom- 
mendation is made to that person. It is 
an excellent plan and well worthy of being 
copied by all progressive ministers and 
churches. 


In Milford, N.H., there has been an in- 
teresting case of inter-church co-opera- 
tion. All the churches of the town re- 
cently held their annual fairs at the same 
time and place, under the name of “The 
Dutch Shop.” Each church had its own 
tables and its own financial account. 
Supper was served as a co-operative prop- 
osition, and a play, in the evening, was 
taken part in by members of the various 
churches. This finely illustrates the pos- 
sibility and the wisdom of co-operative 
effort. 


eee 


It is not enough that a church should develop strength that its members 
might be able to help the weak. It should also publish abroad the formula 
and the secret of its acquirement of strength, that others might be made 


strong enough to help themselves. 


Cc. W. C. 
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National Alliance of 


Gnitarian and Other Liberal Christian omen 
Headquarters: Room 10, 25 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass. 


Miss Emma C. Low, President, 
153 State St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Mrs. Lucta Cuapre Noysgs, Treasurer, 
Mattapan, Mass. 


Mrs, Emtny A. Frrtevp, Rec. Sec., 

4 Ashland St., Dorchester, Mass. 
Mrs. Roprert H. Davis, Cor. Sec., 

19 East 44th St., New York. 


Miss FnorENCE EvERETT?, Clerk. Office hours 9.30 A.M. to 4 P.M, 


_ Nothing contributes more to the interest 
and profit of an Alliance meeting than a 
well-conducted department of Current 
Events or Religious Intelligence. History 
along religious lines is making fast and 
the most distant countries are being swept 
into the current. Changes of the utmost 
importance are reported everywhere and 
in these days of rapid communication it 
is not difficult to keep well-informed. 

The members chosen for such a com- 
mittee should be willing to spend a little 
time in reading the newspapers and peri- 
odicals of the day and be ready to answer 
questions and make explanations. It is 
not enough to select a few extracts from 
the Christian Register and the Unitarian 
valuable as they are, but the occurrences 
of note in all denominations and in all 
parts of the world may be reported. The 
Roman Catholic movement in Eng- 
land, the attitude of the Pope towards 
France, the great missionary meetings of 
Evangelicals in Boston and elsewhere all 
furnish subjects for discussion and must 
create an intelligent interest in religious 
matters. If branches would sometimes 
devote a whole meeting to informal dis- 
cussion of such things among the mem- 
bers themselves, they would not be so de- 
pendent upon speakers or be obliged to 
plan addresses beforehand. 


The executive board meeting for No- 
vember was held at headquarters on the 
thirteenth with twenty three present. The 
corresponding secretary was warmly wel- 
comed after her enforced absence the 
president and herself coming directly from 
the Conference at Troy. 

Mrs. Delano of Chicago vice president 
of the Western States was present and 


gave a full and inspiriting account of her 
attendance at the Iowa Conference at 
Perry, at the Missouri Valley Conference 
at Omaha and at the Illinois Conference at 
Rockford. Reports had already come 
from Perry where the members of the 
church are enthusiastic and united, and 
it is hoped an Alliance branch will soon 
be formed. Good meetings were a part 
of the other Conferences but the vice- 
president expressed the wish that Alliance 
branches would send representatives more 
generally. It ought to be easy for each 
branch to send at least one delegate to 
the Conference in her section to bring 
back to the branch information, instruc- 
tion and inspiration. 

It is pleasant to record that the Director 
for Michigan presided at an Alliance meet- 
ing held in connection with the state con- 
ference at Grand Rapids, where an ad- 
dress was given by Rev. Florence Buck on 
“The Opportunities of the Alliance.” 

The chairman of the Cheerful Letter 
Exchange expressed satisfaction at the 
progress of the work and the evidence that 
her recent circular was well received. 
Mrs. Thomas G. Reese of Jamaica Plain, 
Mass. has been made chairman of the sub- 
committee on Travelling Libraries. 

Mrs. Gilman and Miss Channing having 
resigned from the committee on Study 
Classes, Miss Ellen M. Patrick was nomi- 
nated to serve on that committee. 

The Post Office Mission committee con- 
tinues indefatigable in seeking and bring- 
ing together the isolated enquirers. It is 
suggested that directors and other Alli- 
ance members when about to travel should 
take addresses of correspondents as some- 
times it would be easy to meet. 

The chairman of the Southern Commit- 
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tee now at Shelter Neck writes, Mr. Gib- 
son reports work going on in his circuit as 
usual though through death and removals 
from town the attendance at Faceville is 
unusually small. There the children are 
taught “that the devil lives in there (the 
church) and that they must run when they 
pass it!”? Many who will not enter the 
church building will gather and listen 
eagerly to Mr. Gibson’s preaching a mile 
or so away from the church. Bristol, 
Rock Bluffs and Lake Mystic have also 
been visited. Mr. Gibson says “It is use- 
less to try to tell how many religious talks 
I have with individuals and groups daily. 
I am sure more is accomplished this way 
than any other.” 

Mr. Gillilan has met all his appointments 
except that at Pink Hill which has been 
cut off temporarily because of the stop- 
page of train service between Kinston and 
Pink Hill. It is hoped that some arrange- 
ment can be made whereby the appoint- 
ment can be kept in November. 

The congregations have been usually 
good throughout the circuit. 

At Shelter Neck Mr. Key preached 
to a congregation which has increased of 
late. The Sunday night song services at 
Dix House have begun again with evident 
enjoyment on the part of all. 

Mr. Key has begun his work under the 
new arrangement and has already preached 
at Middle Sound and spent some time in 
Wilmington. He will preach at Bolton 
the third Sunday in November and is 
making other appointments. 

The teachers, Miss Clapp and Miss War- 
ren reached Dix House on the 7th of Nov. 
and began school on the 9th. They were 
warmly welcomed back by both pupils 
and parents. The school at Swansboro 
began Oct. 19 with the same teachers Miss 
Fessenden and Miss Frost and there, too, 
the work is greatly appreciated by the 
people. Shelter Neck church is now on 
a much more stable foundation than ever 
before. White Oak is one of the most 
promising fields with its congregation of 


from sixty to a hundred, and in Swans- 
boro, Unitarianism is winning the respect 
of its former opponents and has never 
been in better condition in regard to 
church attendance. 

Two barrels of clothing etc., have been 
sent to Dix House from New Bedford 
Mass. Branch and have been distributed 
among the people who had lost their 
crops by the flood. Weston Branch and 
Hawes Branch So. Boston and New Bed- 
ford friends have also sent contributions 
of money for the sufferers which will help 
meet the necessities as they come. 

Two appeals are now recommended to 
the branches. For a church building in 
Andover, New Hampshire one thousand 
dollars. For the sake of the people and 
especially for the interests of Proctor 
Academy which is now taking a prominent 
place in that section of country it seems 
important that the Unitarian church 
which is said to be “of fine quality and 
doing much for the school” should be 
“housed in a suitable building.” The 
appeal has the hearty approval of Mr. 
Clarence E. Carr of Andover who is a 
director of the American Unitarian Asso- 
ciation. He writes very strongly about 
the exceptional value which a church 
building in this village can be, through 
the unique opportunities presented by 
Proctor Academy, to the Unitarian cause 
at large. 

The second appeal is from Iowa City, 
Iowa, the Alliance branch asking for aid 
in furnishing a new church. Iowa City 
is also a university town, the State Uni- 
versity having last year 2,300 students. 
Many of these are Unitarians but there 
are several large and influential churches of 
other denominations to attract them. Two 
years ago the old church building was sold. 
The money received was not sufficient 
to cover the entire cost of a new church 
although comparatively small and finished 
in mission style. The Alliance branch 
wishes to equip the building for the social 
work which must be done and to show 
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that the church is a permanent institution 
intending to take a place in the community. 
The committee on appeals recommends 
that the branches appropriate $500 to 
Iowa City. The executive board confi- 
dently presents these two appeals to the 
branches. 

_Mr. Ames once said “Every live Uni- 
tarian church we can establish will be- 
come an object lesson to the community, 
illustrating the possibility and holy beauty 
of uniting ‘freedom, fellowship and char- 
acter in religion.’” 

A most cordial invitation was received 
and accepted with pleasure to hold the 
January meeting of the Executive Board 
in Philadelphia. This is in accordance 
with the vote that at least one meeting 
each year shall be held elsewhere than in 
Boston. The meeting occurs on Jan. 
8th 1909. 

New branches were reported at Keene, 
N.H. Mrs. Dinsmore, president, and 
at the First Church Philadelphia, Secre- 
tary Miss Elizabeth Johnson, 4309 Balti- 
more Ave. Heretofore the First Church 
has belonged only to a compound branch. 

The Woman’s Alliance of Carver, Massa- 
chusetts was organized in June last, and 
went to work at once for a midsummer 
festival to get money to repair the Union 
Church, known also as the Creedless 
Church. Nothing of the kind had ever 
been held before; many came from curi- 
osity, and $110.67 were cleared. The 
secretary of the branch is Miss Helena 
McFarlin, South Carver, Mass. 

Some changes in addresses are to be 
recorded. The secretary of the Third 
Church Chicago branch, Miss Finch now 
lives at 953 Park Ave. The address of 
Miss Tilden, Chairman of Cheerful Letter 
of the Elizabeth P. Channing branch 
Dorchester, is 63 Maple St. Milton. Mrs. 
Austin C. Wellington is now chairman of 
the P.O. Mission at Third Congregational 
branch, Cambridge, Mass. The recording 
secretary in Orange, N.J. is Mrs. F. H. 
Colvin, 30 North Maple Ave., East Orange. 


The recording secretary at Flatbush is 
Mrs. H. H. Pelton, 1029 East 19th St. and 
at the branch in Medford, Mass. the re- 
cording secretary’s present address is 
16 Hillside Ave. At the Stebbins branch 
Newton Centre Mass. the president is 
Mrs. A. A. Ballou, 156 Summer St. the 
recording secretary is Mrs. E. F. Melcher, 
44 Norwood Ave., and the corresponding 
secretary Mrs. Sumner Clement, Langley 
Road. At Dover, N.H. the secretary is 
Mrs. Ernest L. Viles, 8 Central Ave. The 
president of the branch in Brockton, Mass. 
is Mrs. D. E. Brown and not C. H. as in 
the Manual. 

The branch in Amherst, Mass. has 
changed secretaries, the present one being 
Miss Helen E. Allen. The Amherst branch 
reports present prosperity and success, 
sharing its minister with the Holyoke 
Church. 


Miss Eleanora Zwissler, treasurer of the 
Philadelphia branch has become a Life 
Member of the National Alliance, and the 
Samaritan Alliance Brooklyn, N.Y. has 
made its president Mrs. John P. Forbes a 
Life Member. The same _ branch has 
placed In Memoriam the names of Miss 
Caroline A. Tisdale and Mrs. Maria B. 
Chapman. The Channing branch Newton, 
Mass. has placed on the In Memoriam list 
the name of Mrs. Emma F. Newell. 


The clerk reported for the month, 227 
visitors, 80 letters 25 postal cards received, 
54 letters 3 cards written, ‘62 books lent 
from the circulating library, 11 lending 
papers sent out, 49 packages of Alliance 
material numbering 747 pieces distributed, 
and 12 packages of exchange sermons 
numbering about 1,590 sent away; 1,460 
wrappers for Word and Work addressed. 
The clerk reports each month to the board 
and it is well occasionally to show the 
branches what is done at headquarters. 


At the Conference of the Middle States 
and Canada held in Troy, N.Y. the after- 
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noon session Nov. 1lith was given to a 
meeting of the Alliance. Mrs. John P. 
Forbes, vice-president for the Middle 
States and Canada presided and the ad- 
dress of welcome was given by Mrs. Joseph 
A. Powers, president of the Troy branch. 
The subject for the afternoon was ‘‘ Aims 
and Methods of the National Alliance.” 
Miss Emma C. Low, National Alliance 
president spoke first of the aims which she 
designated as “honesty of conviction and 
loyalty to those convictions.”’ Mrs. R. H. 
Davis the corresponding secretary of the 
National Alliance described the methods 
of the Alliance and gave details of the work. 
A question box brought out many ques- 
tions and answers of interest and impor- 
tance. The meeting was well attended 
but the roll-call showed very few branches 
represented. 


The New York League held the first 
meeting of the season at the Church of the 
Messiah, N.Y. on Friday morning Nov. 
6th with about 120 present. The general 
subject for the year is “What is being 
done in our midst for the uplift of hu- 
manity.”’ Rev. Lewis G. Wilson, secretary 
of the American Unitarian Association, 
spoke on ‘Our Mission and our Missions.” 
The collection of $44.08 was given to 
South Brooklyn. 


The following letter will be of interest. 


British League of Unitarian Women. 
Lonpon, Oct. 21, 1908. 


Dear Madam, I am desired by the com- 
mittee of the above to write and offer you 
their very sincere and cordial thanks for 
your most kind letter of good wishes on 
the formation of our new society. 

I can assure you those wishes were ap- 
preciated and we trust we shall become a 
big and really useful society and in time 
connect up all our churches in England 
and Wales and if possible, Scotland and 
Treland. 

Again offering you our sincere and grate- 
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ful thanks, I beg to remain, yours truly, 
Violet Preston, Hon. Sec. 


The headquarters are at Essex Hall, 
Essex Street, Strand and with the branch 
formed at Liverpool make a strong be- 
ginning for the League. As there are 
nearly four hundred Unitarian churches 
in the British Isles the League may soon 
surpass the Alliance in numbers. The 
Liverpool Branch League was formed at 
the residence of Lady Bowring. ‘It was 
an ideal summer afternoon and the pro- 
ceedings were agreeably preluded by 
tea and conversation in the garden and 
on the terrace.”’ The president’s address 
was excellent and parts of it are here given 
for our readers. 


Lady Bowrtne, President of the League, in her 
opening address, said:— 

I have asked you, and all the enrolled women 
members of our local churches, to consider the 
desirability of forming ourselves into a branch of 
the British League of Unitarian Women. ... At a 
meeting of women held in connection with the 
British and Foreign Unitarian Conference in London 
on June 11th, it was decided by a majority to form 
a British League of Unitarian Women. The League 
therefore, now exists. It is fully organized, and 
the Executive Committee meets at Essex Hall. 
The step was taken following the example of that 
extensive organization in America which is called 
“The National Alliance of Unitarian and other 
Liberal Christian Women.’”’ Those of us who were 
present at the International Congress at Boston 
were greatly impressed by the importance, activity, 
and usefulness of the American women in connec- 
tion with the churches, the ability of the officers of 
their organization, and the apparent enthusiasm of 
its members. In drawing a parallel between Eng- 
land and America, however, we have to remember 
that America is immensely larger than England, and 
that religious isolation is more marked and keenly 
felt there than here. Especially in thinly settled 
districts and in newly established causes is a need 
realized for communication with those who think 
sympathetically. As far as I can gather, the 
Women’s Alliance is of immense service in satisfy- 
ing this need by correspondence, and suggestion, and 
assistance. It is for you to consider whether the 
same need exists in our islands, and whether such 
intercommunication is possible or desirable. The 
organ of the Women’s League in America is the 
paper called Unitarian Word and Work, to which the 
secretaries of the various branches send exhaustive 
details of work, items interesting to other branches, 
expression of needs, and requests for suggestion and 
help. As President for this year of the British 
League, I have asked your presence here to ascer- 
tain if there is a general wish among us, to form 


a Liverpool branch, and what steps shall be taken 
to that end. It is possible that it will occur to you 
that the women of our churches have already, in 
many cases, been the hardest workers, and have 
endeavored to quicken religious life and initiate 
activities. The question naturally arises: Will 
organization contribute further to this end? With 
regard to the second item, the ‘‘closer co-operation 
and fellowship” of the women, it is obvious that our 
gathering of this afternoon is a fair test of what it is 
possible to accomplish in that direction. Co-opera- 
tion and fellowship are certainly highly desirable. 
We, with our individualism both of churches and 
people, are apt, perhaps, to be self-centred, and our 
smaller bodies are somewhat isolated. It is a com- 
plaint often made that members of larger or richer 
churches make little recognition of the smaller bodies. 
I think the complainers forget to take into account 
the multiplicity of interests of modern life, which 
cannot in any of us, however well-meaning, be in- 
definitely extended. When we have done our duty 
to our families, our friends, our social obligations, 
our own particular church, the special interests we 
have made our own, and the claims which seem really 
binding upon us, there often seems neither time nor 
energy left for anything but to sit down and gasp. 
It is not indifference to struggling churches of our 
own faith—at least, in many of us; it is sheer in- 
ability to make the days longer or our minds more 
comprehensive than they are. Nevertheless, there is 
no doubt that the ideal state of things, towards which 
we all look more or less wishfully, is that there should 
be an awareness of one another in our churches, 
and in the women of our churches; and that ex- 
change of ideas, association, and sympathy felt and 
tendered, are much to be desired. It is obvious 
that the more closely we are in touch with one an- 
other, the greater will be the totality of influence of 
our churches. The question for you to consider 
gravely is: Will the formation of this League help 
practically to assist such a state of things? Will it 
really make a difference to the situation? Lastly 
the missionary work of this district is undertaken by 
the Liverpool District Missionary Association, with 
some pecuniary help from the British and Foreign. 
The Association has on its Council representatives 
from all our churches. It often receives appeals from 
churches in the district. The women of the churches 
could do much work in helping this Association to 
help such causes; and no doubt could help much 
more effectively if they were organized and com- 
bined into solidarity. I hope that the ladies present 
will freely state their opinions on ail these points. 
Miss Heten Brooxe Herrorp assured the au- 
dience that the object of the Women’s League was 
not to make more work, but to make the work al- 
ready existing more effective. She gave particulars 
of the American Alliance, and commented on the 
significance of its size. Though it began in a very 
small way, it now numbered sixteen thousand mem- 
bers. The English League was to be earried out 
on English lines; they did not want slavishly to copy 
American ones. The American system of reports, 
however, from each branch was a great enlightening 
factor. People by this means could know what 
every Unitarian woman was doing for her church. 
Moreover, the American Alliance had founded six 
new churches, and befriended with substantial help 
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many struggling causes. There was a deal of mis- 
sionary work to be done in England, and to help the 
isolated churches which were fighting with their 
backs to the wall in holes and corners was a noble 
and legitimate object for an organized body of 
women. 


Next summer an occasion of much inter- 
est will be the dedication of a unique build- 
ing at Chautauqua, N.Y., the. Aula Christi 
or Hall of Christ. ‘This new building is 
to shelter copies of all the books which 
have been written on Christ and his life, 
and reproductions of all that art has 
contributed to the interpretation of Christ 
in the way of pictures and engravings. It 
is also to be a centre for systematic study 
of Christ and his teachings and a place 
for appropriate meetings.” The Hall of 
Christ was built at a cost of $40,000. 


Appeals now before the branches :— 
Andover, N.H. eae $1,000 
LowaCityaclaccs sho es Ocenia 500 

The next meeting of the executive board 
will be held at headquarters, Boston on 
December 11th 1908. Reports will be 
due from the Southern states and Rocky 
mountains. 


The formation of the branch at the 
First Church, Philadelphia was announced 
to the corresponding secretary in the 
following bright and original way. 


Dear Mrs. Davis, 


I appointed myself a committee of one, 
Bidding usual methods defiance,— 
To tell you about the good work we have 
done, 
For we’ve formed,—yes, we’ve formed 
an Alliance! 


Today the First Church set its sanction 
upon 
This act by unanimous compliance, 
And following the guidance of Mrs. St. 
John 
We’ve formed, yes, we’ve formed an 
Alliance! 


So often for us you have lifted your voice 
And urged us to try self-reliance 
That I call in full faith upon you to rejoice 
For we’ve formed, yes, we’ve formed an 
Alliance! 


Young People’s Religious Anion 
of the Unitarian Church 


Headquarters: Room 11, 25 Beacon Street, Boston 


Rev. Henry H. Saunpprson, President 


Miss Grace R. Torr, Secretary 


Mr.O Arrnour McMourpie, Treasurer 


Board of Directors’ Monthly Meeting 


The fourth regular meeting of the Board 
of Directors for 1908-1909 was held in 
Room 11, 25 Beacon St., Boston, Mass., 
on Tuesday, Nov. 3, 1908, at 1 p.m. Pres. 
Saunderson presided and there were 
present: Mr. McMurdie, Mr. Perkins, Mr. 
Peters, Mr. Shurtleff, Mr. Sturtevant, 
Miss Taylor, Mr. Wahlberg, and the Sec- 
retary. 

The Sec. read the minutes of the last 
meeting that were approved. 

The Treas. read his monthly report that 
he explained in detail for the benefit of the 
Board. 


Vorrp: to accept this report and spread it on the 
records. 


The bills for the month were taken up 
separately and disposed of. 

The matter of the recent gift of $50 
from a friend was brought up. 

Vorep: that $25 of the anonymous gift be applied 


to the work of the Union-at-Large and $25 to the 
Field Work. 


One Life Member, Miss Hannah B. 
Fuller of Augusta, Me., was reported. 

The Treas. reported for the committee 
that the money in the Reserve Fund has 
been put in the Franklin Savings Bank 
where it will draw 4% interest. 


Vorep: to accept this report. 


Mr. Wahlberg reported for the Finance 
Committee that the letter, appealing for 
funds, has gone out. 

A letter was read from Miss Fellows 
accepting the Chairmanship of the Union- 
at-Large Committee. 

The Pres. reported that he is to represent 
the National Union at the Conference of 
the Middle States and Canada, to be held 
in Troy, N. Y., Thursday, Nov. 12, 


Vorrep: that the Pres. be appointed a committee 
with the Sec. to consider the matter of another type- 
writer and to report at the next meeting. 

On Mr. Wahlberg’s motion the vote was 
amended thus: 

And that this committee have authority to pur- 
chase another type-writer. . 

The Pres. spoke at length on work for 
Forward Movement, especially the Field 
Work Trip, and urged co-operation with 
other Unitarian organizations. One re- 
cent result of such co-operation is that 
the A. U. A. has appointed the Pres. a 
Billings Lecturer. Plans for a Field Work 
Trip have been under way, and the re- 
cently appointed Missionary Committee 
herewith reports its approval of these 
plans. 


Vorep: that the plans for the President’s trip be 
approved by the Directors. 
VotTep: to adjourn. 


Grace R. Torr, Secretary. 


South Middlesex Federation 


The South Middlesex Federation meet- 
ing was held with Follen Guild of East 
Lexington, on Sunday, Oct. 18, with 122 
delegates present. A business session 
was in order from 4 to 6 o’clock, when 
$50 was voted to the National Union for 
missionary work, and the following officers 
were elected: President, Rev. William H. 
Parker of Reading; Vice-President, Mr. 
Philip P. Sharples of Cambridge; Secre- 
tary, Miss Josephine Bruorton, of Bedford ; 
and treasurer, Mr. Benjamin S. Stoney, of 
East Lexington. 

The program of the afternoon included 
an address by Rev. William I. Lawrance 
of Winchester on “Reasons for Loyalty 
to Our Cause,” some concise facts by Rev. 
Charles W. Casson in regard to the Para- 
graph Pulpit, very cheery words from Rev. 
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H. H. Saunderson, president of the Na- 
tional Union, and remarks by Mr. Percy A. 
Atherton. A discussion followed. 

After luncheon the audience assembled 
in the church, where at 7.30 Rev. Howard 
A. MacDonald conducted a devotional 
service interspersed by a musical program. 
Rev. Charles F. Dole of Jamaica Plain, 
delivered the evening address, after which 
Mr. MacDonald pronounced the benedic- 
tion and the meeting adjourned. 

Lian V. Bruorton, Secretary. 


South Worcester Federation 


The South Worcester Federation held 
its fall meeting with Parkman Guild of 
Westboro on Sunday, Oct. 25. Although 
it was a lowering day, the attendance was 
about as usual. 

The following societies were represented : 
Hopedale, 4; Mendon, 1; Millbury, 3; 
Northboro, 2; West Upton, 15; West- 
boro, 16; and South Unitarian, Worces- 
ter, 20. 

The afternoon paper was given by Miss 
Bertha Washburn of Millbury on “James 
Freeman Clarke,” notes for which she had 
obtained from a relative of his, and which 
had never been printed. 

The evening session was at 6.45, with 
Rev. I. P. Quimby of Malden addressing 
us on ‘What the Young People’s Relig- 
ious Union can do for the Young People’s 
Christian Union.” 

An invitation was extended and ac- 
cepted for the January meeting to be in 
Worcester. 

May A. LEevanp, Secretary. 


Essex Federation 


The Essex Federation of Y. P. R. U. 
was entertained by Unity Guild, Danvers, 
on Friday, Nov. 13. Refreshments at 
6.30 were followed by a devotional ser- 
vice led by Rev. Edward H. Brenan of 
Danvers. The addresses of the evening 
were given by Mr. Frederic G. Melcher of 


Newton Centre on “Thanksgiving,” the 
remarks being most timely; and by Rev. 
Charles W. Casson, Secretary of the Pub- 
licity Department of the A. U. A., who 
outlined the history of the ‘“ Paragraph 
Pulpit,” graphically described the work- 
ings of this department, and appealed 
especially to the young people for their 
co-operation in this work. 

The annual election of officers then took 
place, resulting in the following choice: 
President, Mr. Sidney B. Holden of Salem; 
Secretary-Treasurer, Miss Mercedes H. 
Torr of Peabody; Directors, Miss Sally 
Upton of Salem, Miss C. Louise Friend of 
Gloucester, Miss Margaret Nichols of 
Danvers, and Miss Blanche Merritt of 
Lynn. 

After a rising vote of thanks to the 
Danvers friends for their hospitality, the 
meeting closed with a benediction by Rev. 
E. H. Brenan. 

Mercepss H. Torr, Secretary. 


North Worcester Federation 


The autumn meeting of the North 
Worcester Federation of Young People’s 
Religious Unions was held at Marlboro, 
Saturday, Nov. 14, 1908. An address of 
welcome was given by Rev. E. F. Hay- 
ward of Marlboro, and Mr. Orra L. Stone 
of Clinton, Vice President, responded for 
the Federation. 

A very interesting address on “The 
Religion of Robert Louis Stevenson” was 
given by Rev. George Hale Reed of Bel- 
mont, and this with brief remarks by Rev. 
Abbot Peterson of Lancaster and Rev. 
J. N. Pardee of Bolton, closed the morn- 
ing session. 

After a very bountiful lunch provided 
by the Marlboro Union, and a social hour, 
the afternoon session opened with an ad- 
dress by Rev. Frederick R. Griffin of 
Braintree. Mr. Griffin took for his sub- 
ject the life and work of Dr. Charles W. 
Eliot, and his eloquent talk on this very 
interesting and timely subject was thor- 
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oughly enjoyed and appreciated by those 
present. ake . 

A brief business meeting followed Mr. 
Griffin’s address, when the secretary read 
the report of the previous meeting; the 
roll call showed an attendance of 94. 

A very helpful devotional service, led 
by Rev. J. C. Kent of Northboro closed 
the meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Heten W. Greenwoon, Secretary. 


Union-at=Large. 


The Union-at-Large, which is now 
entering upon its third year of service, 
has increased to about one hundred mem- 
bers. This means one hundred young 
men and women scattered from Massachu- 
setts to California,—some in the colleges 
and different training schools, and some 
in business positions away from home— 
who are receiving each month news of the 
Unitarian movement as published in 
“Word and Work,” and in sermons by 
the best Unitarian preachers. The influ- 
ences that must emanate from such an 
organization with its constantly growing 
membership is obvious. 

The committee wishes to thank those 
friends who have aided it this fall by 
sending in names of possible members; 
and to ask for further co-operation in sug- 
gesting other names, or in giving news of 
the changed addresses of members. Such 
information may be sent to any of the 
committee which consists this year of 
Miss Marguerite Fellows, Miss Elizabeth 
Loring, Miss Mildred Wiggin, Mr. Herman 
Peters, and Mr. Frederic G. Melcher. 

MARGUERITE FELLOWS, 
Chairman of the Union-at-Large. 


Secretary Changes 


The following changes in secretaries 
have been reported since last month: 


East Boston, Mass. 
ton St. 


(c) Mr. H. 8. Jordan, 9 Prince- 


- 
Leominster, Mass. (c) Miss Florence Powers, 12 
Cotton St. 
Montclair, N.J. (s) Mr. Walter E. Roberts, 24 
Douglas Road, Glen Ridge, N.J. 
Burlington, Vt. (s) Miss Ethel L. Drew, 
Willard St. 
Madison, Wis. 
Court. 


68 So. 


(s) Mr. Clifton Fuller, Mendota 


Union Notes 


East Bridgewater, Mass. “It was voted 
to change our name from Look-Up League 
to Parish Club. We are to have dues this 
year and our meetings are carried on in 
the most informal manner possible. 
have a short business meeting and song 
service, followed by discussion on some 
topic interesting to all, after which we ~ 
serve light refreshments, the younger 
members playing games or dancing until 
ten o’clock. Our union had reached a 
crisis when something entirely different 
must be done. Formerly we had our 
Sunday evening services carried on along 
the lines of a regular church service, very 
formal in every way; but we found that 
it was growing less interesting at every 
meeting to the younger members, the 
ones that we are to look to soon for the 
carrying on the work of the society, so 
we have tried this plan to arouse interest 
and keep our young people in the Uni- 
tarian Church. Although we may be 
lacking some in the line of worship this 
year, we feel we must begin this way and 
gradually work back to our motto in its 
fullest sense.”’ 

West Bridgewater, Mass. “The Union 
for the past year has been very helpful 
to the church in providing several very 
interesting evening services and also in 
helping financially in the repairs on the 
vestry classes. The opening season hav- 
ing once more returned, we hope to enter 
into the good work which has been given 
us to do ‘in spirit and in truth.’” 

Charleston, S.C. “I feel that I must 
write and tell you how pleased we were 
with Mr. Wiers. All were impressed with 
his talk and seemed to be glad to remain 
afterwards and chat with him. We 
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thank the Young People’s Religious Union 
for sending such a fine representative. I 
think we all feel more in touch with the 
whole and I do hope it will bring others 
to us. These visits from distant friends 
are surely inspiring, making us feel that 
we are indeed one family. Our library 
is still holding its own and patrons mul- 
tiplying weekly. The Guild had a sign 
put outside of the bending as an adver- 
tisement for the library.” — 


“= Field Work Trip 


On Sunday, Nov. 22, the National 
Union president, Rev. Henry H. Saunder- 
son, left Boston for an extended trip of 
about four weeks, going out as a Billings 
lecturer for the A. U. A. A report of 
this trip will appear in the next number 
of Word and Work. 

The following places will be visited: 
Buffalo, N. Y.; Cleveland, and Toledo, 
Ohio; Davenport, Iowa City, Des Moines, 
Humboldt, and Keokuk, Ia.; Blooming- 
ton, Urbana, and Chicago, Iil.; Detroit, 
Mich.; London, Hamilton, Toronto, Ot- 
tawa, aa Montreal, Can. 

At the final meeting of this trip, in Mom 
treal, on Friday evening, Dec. 18, an In- 
ternational Neighborhood gathering will 
be held, when members of the unions from 
northern Vermont will be present. 


Life Membership 


The Life Membership list has now 
reached 80, the past month one member 
being reported,— 

Miss Hannah B. Fuller, Augusta, Me. 


~ Points and Lines 


Several weeks ago the Unity Club of 
Bridgewater, Mass. was reorganized, a 


Constitution adopted, and steps taken 
towards affiliation | with ” the National 
Union. On the last Sunday of each month 
a meeting is held in the Parish House; 
at the October meeting Mr. Fernandez 
spoke on the “Spirit of the East,”’ about 
thirty being present. A Hallowe’en Party 
brought out about seventy-five on a week 
day night. 

The Medfield Union celebrated its twen- 
tieth anniversary on Sunday, Nov. 29, 
with addresses of local interest by the 
first president and a National Union 
representative. 

The Cohasset Y. P. R. U. has disbanded 
for the present as has also the Y. P. R. U. 
of Erie, Pa. In the latter place there is, 
however, a Young People’s Social Union, 
that we hope will become a member of the 
National Body. 

The Y. P. R. U. of Rochester, N.Y., is 
to have a winter with Marcus Aurelius, 
the last Sunday of each month being 
devoted to social problems, with papers 
by members; and each member is urged 
to read two sections of the ‘‘ Meditations” 
daily. 

Our president, Rev. H. H. Saunderson, 


represented the National Union at the 


Conference of the Middle States and Can- 
ada, speaking Thursday, Nov. 12, on 
“The Future for Unitarianism.” 


For Sale, at Headquarters: 


Jubilate Deo, with services, 
copies, 50 cents, $5.50 a dozen. 
out services, 40 cents. 

A little pamphlet of Services and 
Songs for the use of Young People’s 
Religious Unions, 10 cents singly, $1.00 
by the dozen, and $6.00 by the hundred. 

Topic Manual, 5 cents. 


single 
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THE UNITARIAN CALENDAR 


is a monthly magazine published by the Publicity Department 
of the American Unitarian Association. It is little in size and 
cost, and large in scope and interest. It aims to state the essence 
of the Unitarian principles and the most significant facts of the 
Unitarian movement. At 


TWENTY-FIVE CENTS A YEAR 


it is an effective and economica! missionary medium. Five copies 
will be sent to different addresses for one year for one dollar. 
Churches subscribing for 200 copies will have four local pages in- 
| serted free. 


ITS CIRCULATION FOR DECEMBER IS 8758 


Have you sent in your subscription yet? Sample copies will be 

| sent free. 

Address ‘““‘THE UNITARIAN CALENDAR,” 25 Beacon 
Street, Boston, Mass. 


| F. HOPKINSON SMITH'S Latest Book 
| CAPTAIN THOMAS A. SCOTT: MASTER DIVER | 


“*One Who was not afraid and Who spoke the truth’’ 


A true story, in parts of which the truth is surely stranger than fiction. 
Capt. Scott did much of the submarine work on the lighthouses which Mr. 
Smith built, and was noted as a deep-sea wrecker and diver. He was the orig- 
| inal of ‘“‘Cabel West,’’ and the intimate and honored friend of his biographer. | 
Some of the incidents here narrated seem almost incredible. 


60 CENTS NET; 66 CENTS BY MAIL 
The above is Vol. V. of “True American Types” series. 
| Other titles follow. 
Vol. I. John Gilley: Maine Farmer ] Vol. III. Cap’n Chadwick: Marble- 


and Fisherman. By Charles head Skipper and Shoe- 
W. Eliot maker. By John W. Chad- 
wick. 


Vol. IT. Augustus Conant: se Vol. IV. David Libby: Penobscot 
Pioneer and Preacher. By Woodsman and Riverdriver. 
Robert Collyer. By Fannie H. Eckstorm. 
A unigue group of biographies of American life 

EACH 60 CENTS NET; 66 CENTS BY MAIL 


PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT 


j; AMERICAN UNITARIAN ASSOCIATION, BOSTON 


: Randolph, Mass. 
_ resigned at Kennebunk, Me., 


3 Park, Mass. 
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Rev. G. G. Mills, recently 
admitted to our fellowship 
from the Trinitarian Congre- 
gational body, has been installed minister 
of the First Parish at Watertown, Mass. 
Rey. H. C. Weston has been installed at 
Rev. F. R. Lewis has 
to accept 
a call to Hopedale, Mass. Rev. C. G. 
Horst has resigned at West Upton, to 
accept a call to Wollaston, Mass. Rev. 
'V. J. Gilpin has resigned at London, Ont. 
Rev. John Snyder of Wellesley Hills, has 
accepted a call to Nantucket, Mass. Mr. 
J. C. A. Auer has accepted a call to Hyde 
Rev. B. W. Morrison, lately 


Ministerial 
Personals. 


ae oF Meadville, has accepted a call to Unity 


E -Contributions. 


: ~ Home, New Bedford, Mass. 


Twenty-four additional so- 
cieties have, during the 
last month, sent in their contributions 
for the national work. The majority of 
these contributions show a decrease from 


_ the record of last year, but it is to be sup- 
' posed that many of these societies have 


not yet completed their gifts for the year. 
A number of them are paying on account, 
and additional contributions will raise 
their record to a better level. It'is gratify- 
ing to record the first contribution from 
the new society at Woodland, Cal., and to 
find the name of the old First Church at 
Montague, Mass., restored to the list of 


Francis H. Lincoun, Treasurer 
C. L. Sressins, Publication Agent 


givers. The encouraging features of the 
month’s record are to be found in such 
steady and reliable generosity as is illus- 
trated by the record of such a church as 
the old First Church in Hingham. Twelve 
years ago, when the present administra- 
tion of the Association took hold, the Hing- 
ham church gave for the national cause 
$230. By small advances this gift has 
been annually enlarged. Only once in the 
twelve years has there been any dropping 
back from the record of gain. Last year 
the gift reached $462. This year it goes 
up to $697, and there are rumors that the 
additional $3 may be forthcoming to make 
the contribution a round $700. The 
record of the Channing Church at New- 
port tells a similar story. Twelve years 
ago the gift of that church was $71.49. 
In 1904, it was $153. Again, by steady 
gains it has reached this year $235. These 
figures mean something. As a rule they 
mean an efficient minister, an alert and 
interested people, a conscientious effort 
to do a fair share of the work in which we 
are all engaged together, a helpful and 
hopeful spirit. 


At the December meeting of 
the Board of Directors the 
President, acting under the 
authority of the Board, announced the ap- 
pointment of five members of our fellow- 
ship to serve as a Committee on the Im- 


The 
Ministry. 
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provement of the Condition of the Minis- 
try. This action was taken in accordance 
with a request received by the Board from 
the Faculty of the Meadville Theologi- 
cal School. The Meadville School, in 
companionship with practically all the 
divinity schools in this country, is con- 
fronted by a steady decrease in the num- 
ber of candidates for the ministry. The 
opinion is commonly held that a chief 
reason for this decrease is to be found in 
the economic conditions which confront 
ministers. It has therefore seemed to 
the Faculty wise to discover just what the 
facts are. Ifthe support of the Unitarian 
ministry is adequate, that fact ought to be 
known for the encouragement of young 
men who are now deterred from entering 
the ministry because they have reason to 
expect meagre salaries, insecure tenure 
of office, and an impoverished old age. 
If the support is clearly inadequate, then 
that fact should be known to the churches, 
and remedies at least suggested. The 
churches certainly fail as yet to appre- 
ciate the fact that the resort to the min- 
istry in this country has decreased by 
nearly 50 per cent. within the last twenty 
years. Our fellowship is better off than 
most, but our Divinity Schools do not 
now graduate enough men to supply even 
the losses by death. This is a very serious 
condition, and our fellowship is to be con- 
gratulated that a thoroughly competent 
committee has consented to inquire into 
these matters and to see what can be done 
to solve the increasingly difficult problem 
of the supply of our pulpits. The Com- 
mittee consists of President Charles W. 
Eliot; Hon. Jonathan Smith, President 
of the Worcester Conference; Prof. Francis 
A. Christie of the Meadville Theological 
School; Charles E. Ware, Esq., of Fitch- 
burg, who has served for six years on the 
Board of Directors of the Association: : 
and Rev. George Kent of Providence, 
whose experience as Secretary of the Uni- 
tarian Service Pension Society will be valu- 
able. This Committee has held its first 


meeting and is i a Teport in the 
spring. 


- 
Rev. C. W. Casson, Secretary 
of the Publicity Department, 
will spend most of Janu- 
ary in taking a missionary trip to the 
North-west. After preaching in Ottawa, 
Canada, on January 3, he will speak in 
Green Bay and Marinette, Wis., the fol- 
lowing week. On Sunday, January 10, 
he will be in Duluth, Minn. On the 11th, 
in co-operation with Rev. F. W. Pratt, 
the Field Secretary of the Canadian North- 
west, he will conduct a series of meetings 
every night for a week in Winnipeg, Mani- 
toba, closing on Sunday night, January 
17. From the 18th to the 2Iist he will 
speak at. Brookings and Elkton, 8.D., and 
Pipestone and Luverne, Minn., under 
charge of Rev. Rett E. Olmstead, Field 
Agent for the district. On the 22d he 
will lecture in De Soto, Wis., as a result 
of interest aroused by Paragraph Pulpit 
work. 

Rev. H. H. Saunderson of Cambridge, 
Mass., has just returned from a_ suc- 
cessful trip of four weeks as a Billings 
lecturer. In several of the churches 
visited he was asked by the minister to 


Missionary 
Journeys. 


speak on specific problems and on special — 


phases of denominational work and or- 
ganization. 
tional Young People’s Religious Union, 
he did a great deal to promote the ahs 


and organization of people who are the 


hope of many of our churches in the near 
future. 

Our churches in Buffalo, Cleveland, and 
Toledo are feeling the prosperity of cities 
that are making large and substantial 
growth: each has a devoted and success- 
ful minister. Buffalo and Cleveland have 
beautiful new church buildings: Cleveland 
is building a splendid new organ. Toledo 
has had to enlarge its auditorium to accom- 
modate the increased congregation. 

A group of four of the churches in Iowa 
were next visited: Davenport, Humboldt, 


Being president of the Na-_ 


“so . 
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Des Moines, Keokuk. In each church the 
work is making substantial gain, as are 
other churches in the somewhat compact 
group of churches in that State. Bloom- 
ington and Urbana in Illinois were next 
visited. The congregation in Bloomington 
shows a pronounced growth, and the minis- 
ter preaches to a still larger congregation 
through the public press. The new church 
in Urbana, almost on the campus of the 
State University of Illinois, is one of the 
pronounced successes of recent Unitarian 
ventures. 

In Michigan, Jackson, Ann Arbor, 
and Detroit were visited. In Jackson, 
Mr. Saunderson preached in the Unitarian 
church in the morning and spoke in the 
Y. M. C. A. building in the afternoon, the 
latter meeting being a municipal no- 
license meeting. Five churches in Canada 
were the last of the points on the journey: 
London, Hamilton, Toronto, Ottawa, and 
Montreal. These churches are much in- 
terested in the recent development of Uni- 
tarian work, by which the British and 
Foreign Unitarian Association and the 
American Unitarian Association are shar- 
ing the cost of the establishment and main- 
tenance of the Department of Canada. 
This does not cut off the Canadian churches 


- from their fellowship with our national 


organizations, nor from the Middle States 
Conference, but it strengthens the Uni- 


-tarian movement in the whole Dominion. 


Mr. Saunderson’s final meetings were in 


Montreal, where he spoke on two succes- 


sive evenings, the second meeting being a 
meeting for the young people. Repre- 
sentatives were present from the churches 
of Northern Vermont, Montpelier and Bur- 
lington, the ministers of these churches 
also participating in the meetings. 


During the month of Decem- 
ber, the new local publicity 
bookiet, ‘‘The Church of the 
Modern Spirit,” has been widely circu- 
lated. It is evidently something greatly 
needed, judging from the wide response 


Publicity 
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and co-operation of the ministers and 
churches. By the twentieth of the month 
it was found necessary to have 25,000 of 
these booklets printed. Some forty 
churches have undertaken a publicity 
campaign along the lines laid down by 
the Department. The Missionary Com- 
mittee of the Worcester Conference has 
planned to send one of these ‘booklets 
by mail to practically every member of 
every church within the Conference. 
Other churches are planning extensive 
campaigns, using from 500 to 2,000 book- 
lets, and, in every case, guaranteeing to 
distribute them all. It is expected that 


‘at least 50,000 of these will be used in the 


next three months. Ministers desiring 
to engage in this work and wishing to 
have an edition with a local last page are 
requested to write to Mr. Casson. 

During the month there has been pub- 
lished and sent to every minister and 
Alliance secretary a booklet entitled 
“Ten Spokes in the Wheel of Progress.” 
In it are shown ten different ways in 
which missionary work can be carried 
on, giving full particulars concerning each 
kind of enterprise. This will probably 
prove most helpful in suggesting methods 
of work to those interested in the extension 
of Unitarian principles. 

The churches taking the Unitarian 
Calendar are now forty in number, and 
the latest to join the Calendar circle is 
the church in Denver, Col. Other churches 
beginning with the first of the year are 
the First Church, Roxbury, and Daven- 
port, Iowa. By January 1 the total 
circulation of the Calendar will be nearly 
10,000. Individual subscriptions are com- 
ing in rapidly, and it is hoped to build up 
a very large subscription list for the gen- 
eral edition. It is being used extensively 
in Post-office Mission work. 

The Paragraph Pulpit work is con- 
stantly increasing, and arrangements are 
being made to publish it in Oklahoma 
City, Okla., and Lincoln, Neb. In Brock- 
ton, Mass., the Alliances in the local and 
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neighboring churches are paying for the 
Paragraph Pulpit in the Brockton En- 
terprise. Excellent reports have resulted 
from the work done in the Daily Beacon 
of Wichita, Kan.; and at many other 
points in the West it is hoped to begin 
the publication very soon, in all cases 
with the co-operation of the local organiza- 
tion. 

Arrangements are being made to secure 
the names of isolated Unitarians through- 
out the United States, and to put them 
in touch with the nearest Unitarian 
church and minister. Whenever inquiries 
come for Unitarian literature, from people 
living near a church, a card is sent to the 
minister, giving him the name of the 
correspondent. It is requested that all 
ministers who desire such names, and 
who are willing to send to such people 
their card of greeting and calendars 
should advise Mr. Casson. 


This Department has now 
been in existence some- 
thing over two months, 
and the sphere of its use- 
fulness is steadily enlarging. The in- 
quiries that are coming to the office are 
increasing in number and variety, and 
the Secretary is receiving many calls, both 
for addresses and information. Since the 
last issue of Word and Work he has spoken 
to the Young People’s Societies of Con- 
cord, East Bridgewater, and Winthrop, 
and the Alliances at Westboro, King’s 
Chapel, West Roxbury, Natick, and 
Wellesley Hills. He has addressed the 
Village Club of Mendon and the Civic 
Club of Stow on village improvement, the 
Men’s Club of Medford on charity organiza- 
tion, and the John Eliot Club of Rox- 
bury on the work of the Department. 
A public meeting was held, by the kind- 
ness of Prof. Peabody, at Emerson Hall, 
Harvard University, and the aims and 
purposes of the Department were ex- 


Department of 
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plained to a large gathering of interested 
people. 

Last year the Legislature of Massa- 
chusetts passed a bill permitting the 
savings banks of the State to issue life 
insurance policies and provided a system 
of old age annuities. This seems one of 
the most useful and practical measures 
of self-help now before us, and, if followed 
up, one that is bound to have far-reaching 
effects for good. The Department has 
brought it to the attention of all the 
settled ministers in the State as something 
well worth their hearty support. The 
response has been gratifying, and much 
literature on the subject has been dis- 
tributed and several meetings for dis- 
cussion arranged. It is hoped the matter 
may be taken up with even greater energy 
after the holidays, and correspondence 
on the subject is invited. 

In any study of social questions one of 
the first necessities is accurate and up-to- 
date information, and often this is not 
accessible to those beyond reach of the 
larger libraries. To supply this lack 
the Department proposes to establish a 
small but well selected lending library. 
The preliminary work upon it is well 
advanced, and by the end of another 
month it will probably be open for use. 

We wish it to be generally understood 
that this Department is ready to respond 
as far as possible to any call made upon it. 
If any one desires information about 
boys’ clubs, playgrounds, child labor, 
immigration, charity organization, the 
liquor problem, cooking classes, tuber- 
culosis, socialism, the single tax, savings- 
bank insurance, old-age pensions, reading 
lists, courses of study, or anything else 
touching upon the social problem in any 
of its phases, put the question on a postal 
card and send it in. We are here to 
answer such questions, and, if we cannot 
answer them, probably we can find some 
one who can. 


National Alliance of 
Unitarian and Other Liberal Christian Women 
Headquarters: Room 10, 25 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass. 


Miss Emma C. Low, President, 
153 State St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Mrs. Lucia Ciapr Noyss, Treasurer, 
Mattapan, Mass. 


Mrs. Emtty A. Firiexp, Rec. Sec., 

4 Ashland St., Dorchester, Mass. 
Mrs. Rosert H. Davis, Cor. Sec., 

19 East 44th St., New York. 


Miss FLORENCE EvERErtT, Clerk. Office hours 9.30 a.M. to 4 P.M. 


The Alliance has grown to be a large 
organization; 17,000 women ought to 
make it a strong one. To be strong there 
must be a common ideal and a common 
resolve to unite on the same means for 
the accomplishment of that ideal. The 
individual members of each branch must 
be brought into harmony and their minds 
so adjusted that the whole branch may 
act in conjunction with others to bring 
about certain results. 

The Alliance as an organization is 
very loosely compacted. In no sense is 
it over organized. The rules and regula- 
tions are simple, the branches having the 
utmost freedom and knit together only 
by common good will and love of the 
cause, and we have a cause. To make 
organization of any value every individ- 
ual woman should fully understand the 
cause for which she has paid her dollar 
and why she should do her best to make 
effective use of both her money and her 
time. 

Phillips Brooks said that in all good 
work it is necessary to know its best 
motive. “A man will dig his ditch better 
if he knows and cares for the great plan 
of giving the thirsty city water. Still 
he can dig his ditch for his dollar a day.” 
So an Alliance member can pay a fee and 
attend pleasant meetings and not compre- 
hend that it is essential for her to under- 
stand its real work or the purpose of the 
organization to which she nominally 
belongs. 

The December meeting of the Execu- 
tive Board of the National Alliance was 
held at headquarters on the 11th with 
seventeen present. The Dean and pupils 
of the Tuckerman School were also pre- 
sent that they might observe some of the 
methods of the Alliance. 


The President reported visits to New 
London and Derby, Connecticut. In each 
place conditions seem to be improving, 
and the debt in Derby is materially de- 
creased. Miss Low also spoke of the 
branch at Elizabeth, N.J. and a visit there. 
The church which is well located is now 
complete and the branch will entertain 
the New York League in May. 

The growth of the Alliance and the 
increase in Unitarian churches in the 
state of New Jersey is always matter for 
congratulation to those who remember 
the conditions on the formation of the 
Alliance. 

The Corresponding Secretary had less 
to report than usual, but is planning a 
series of visits to the branches in Maine 
to be carried out later in the year. She 
spoke with satisfaction of the receipt of 
the blanks used in the preparation of the 
Manual which had been more promptly 
and more fully filled than usual. All 
this will be of even greater importance 
next year as the Manual must be ready 
by the time of the National Conference. 

The Treasurer’s statement is always 
read and most carefully considered at each 
board meeting. Some items this month 
will be of interest to the branches. Re- 
ceipts for membership fees were $3; for 
Cheerful Letter subscriptions $55.20; un- 
appropriated money $7.25. The expense 
account was for Salaries $160.82; Travel- 
ling expenses $13.90; Manual $555.19; 
Word and Work for Nov. $39.36; Cheer- 
ful Letter for Nov. $49.25; Printing one 
half the catalogues for Lending Library 
$106.82; other printing, postage and 
expressage $42.95; office supplies $2.24. 

The chairman reported two fine meet- 
ings of the Post Office Mission at head- 
quarters. The fact that the prospective 
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President of the United States is a Uni- 
tarian has given a great impetus to the 
circulation of sermons and tracts and 
P. O. Mission committees are kept busy. 
Another edition of Miss Ellis’s Mission 
is called for. 

The Leaflet on Hymns and Hymn Writ- 
ers has been reprinted with some correc- 
tions and is proving of value. The Milton 
Tercentenary has had a large share of Alli- 
ance interest and many branches have de- 
voted meetings to the study of the Life and 
Writings of the great poet. This has been 
of especial advantage to the younger 
members who have learned something 
more of Milton than the limited bits of 
poetry they have committed to memory 
while in school. 

The Cheerful Letter Exchange reported 
new committees at Summit, N.J. and 
at the First Church, Philadelphia. An 
advertisement has been put in the Kansas 
City Weekly Journal as follows: “Iso- 
lated persons wishing magazines occa- 
sionally or a friendly letter, may address 
The Cheerful Letter Exchange.” 

For the Southern Committee: “Re- 
ports from the Florida-Georgia Circuit 
show continued activity and many in- 
teresting details in Mr. Gibson’s work. 
In North Carolina Mr. Cowan has ar- 
ranged for more comfortable quarters 
at several points than the Brush Shelters 
afford during the winter months, and is 
meeting his appointments regularly. Dur- 
ing November the chairman visited Pink 
Hill, White Oak, and Swansboro in the 
seacoast Circuit where the work in charge 
of Mr. Gillilan ig progressing satisfactorily. 
At Pink Hill the new church is being built 
and much interest is manifested. Mr. 
Key has held services at Middle Sound, 
Shelter Neck and Bolton, beside spending 
some time in Wilmington arranging for 
a service there early in December when 
Rev. L. G. Wilson will preach on his way 
north, 

At Bolton Mr. Key visited the Green 
Swamp Lumber Camp and spoke to two 
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hundred men on Saturday and on Sunday 
preached to about eight hundred people 
at Bolton. Much interest was expressed 
and a hearty invitation given him to con- 
tinue the services. 

Mrs. Loud, Director for Canada re- 
ported a profitable fair in Montreal and 
the generally prosperous condition of 
her branches. A visit to the Canadian 
branches by the President and Director 
has been arranged, the complete itinerary 
being carefully planned by Mrs. Loud. 

There was no report from the Committee 
on Appeals, but the two appeals presented 
last time have only been lessened by $25 
sent to Andover. Other appeals are under 
consideration by the committee. The 
needs of the two Theological Schools are 
still to be met and Green Harbor must be 
remembered. Green Harbor is now with- 
out a minister, Mr. Hubbard having re- 
turned to his former parish in Frances- 
town, N.H. 

When the branch at Willimantic, Con- 
necticut was obliged to disband it dis- 
tributed its funds, giving one hundred 
dollars to the National Alliance. The 
Executive Board appropriated the money 
to making Mrs. Leroy B. Hull, Mrs. A. 
B. Holmes, Mrs. Ruth E. Purinton and 
Mrs. W. J. Arhn, Life Members of the Alli- 
ance. The branch also made Mrs. Jennie 
P. Scripture a Life Member. These mem- 
bers will be kept in touch with the Alliance 
receiving the Manual and other literature 
and having a vote at national meetings. 
Nevertheless the breaking up of the 
church and disbanding the branch is much 
to be deplored. 

The name of Miss Maria Storrs Peck of 
Providence was placed in the In Memo- 
riam list, by her sisters and aunt as a 
memorial tribute on her birthday. 

Miss Ellen M. Patrick was declared 
elected a member of the Study Class Com- 
mittee, Mrs. John W. Loud a8 & member 
of the Post Office Mission, and Mrs. 
Thomas G. Reese as a member of the 
Cheerful Letter Exchange. 


National 


The next meeting of the Executive 
Board will be held in Philadelphia, at the 
First Church, corner Chestnut and Twenty- 
second Streets, on Jan. 8th 1909 at 10 
o’clock. 


It is the especial wish of the Executive 
Board that branches send letters of greet- 
ing to Keene, N.H. Secretary, Mrs. 
Joseph H. Davis, 53 Marlboro St. Keene 
is a very strong and prominent church 
and its women have been foremost in 
good works but have not been identified 
with the Alliance in any way until re- 
cently. They have now to learn the 
pleasures and advantages of belonging to 
a large organization and what the Alli- 
ance means by fellowship. 


The report of the Southern Vice Presi- 
dent was too excellent to be condensed 
and it is with much reluctance that it is 
abbreviated here. It will be interesting 
reading for every branch for it is seldom 
that so much is told us of the work among 
our southern branches. 


The past year has been a busy one in all 
of our branches, and much work has been 
done that does not show in these reports. 
Our women have not only been busy with 
the problems of their local churches, but 
have taken a deep interest in all that con- 
cerns our work together in this southern 
field. This is a hopeful sign of a wider 
range of usefulness. The Alliance delegates 
at the Southern Conference held at Atlanta 
last year brought unusual enthusiasm into, 
and for, the Southern work, and carried 
the stimulus of the Conference and its 
larger problems home to their branches. 
Year by year these Conference gatherings 
grow in usefulness, and we hope they will 
continually increase in power and influ- 
ence for good work throughout this vast 
territory. 

The more our widely scattered branches 
learn to work together, the sooner shall 
we grow in strength, and increase the 
number of churches and branches. Such 
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cheerful, hopeful letters come from our 
various branches that I have strong faith 
in their reaching out largely beyond their 
local work, ere many more years. Often 
“in helping others, we help ourselves,” 
may be as true of church or branch as of 
individuals. We are so far apart that 
these Conferences once a year, bringing 
us together mean a great deal, both in 
comfort, pleasure and growth for our 
liberal cause, but oh, if there could be 
some way found of making the trips less 
costly, so that more of our people could 
get together on these occasions! Can you 
imagine twenty or thirty delegates repre- 
senting the states from the Ohio to the 
Gulf, and from Maryland to New Mexico 
meaning “a large conference "2? Tf you 
can, perhaps you will realize what our 
struggle is, to create an influence and make 
our liberal faith grow in this vast section. 
If, on the other hand the bulk of our con- 
gregations could meet at these Conferences, 
what strength it would give and what a 
forward movement and impetus would 
come! Only reduced travelling expenses 
could make this possible, and there is no 
way to accomplish this; so our twenty or 
thirty delegates and the local congrega- 
tion form our Conference and must do 
what they can. It seems very little, for 
naturally the community looks upon 
such a Conference as meaning a very small 
denomination and consequently one of 
little moment. Our southern branches are 
brave, loyal and hopeful despite these 
conditions and deserve much credit for 
even the seeming little they accomplish. 
In this field, Post Office Mission, the Para- 
graph Pulpit (and perhaps the weight of 
a Unitarian President of the United 
States) must be depended upon to edu- 
cate and interest people in our faith. 
The Louisville Ky. branch has increased 
its membership to sixty five, and holds 
one business, and two all day luncheon 
and sewing mectings each month, unusu- 
ally well attended the past year. Since 
its last report, the branch has held vari- 
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ous socials, and a reception to Mr. Ramsay 
the pastor before he departed for Europe. 
A purse of $108 was presented to him on 
that occasion. During © the year pur- 
chases were made of a rug for the small 
parlor, furnishings for the dining room; 
flowers, for every Sunday and Easter H 
Christian Register for the use of Alliance 
and P. O. M. Com., a Christian Register 
and the Unitarian supplied to the reading 
room of the Public Library; and a tele- 
phone. Donations were given in response 
to nine appeals from branches, to Southern 
Circuit work, to P. O. Mission; to the 
Richmond Church and to the Sunday 
School Entertainment ; also, to Hindoo Col- 
lege, Ceylon, Hurdman Mountain School, 
and various hospitals and institutions. 
Mrs. Ramsay was sent as delegate to the 
Southern Conference and the branch felt 
greatly disappointed that Mrs. Davis 
could not visit Louisville as was proposed, 
but the congregation enjoyed Mr. Wilson’s 
visit, and the branch gave a reception for 
him. The Annual Bazaar this year was 
called a “‘Bazaar of Nations.” Among the 
features were a Japanese Tea Garden, an 
old New England Kitchen, The American 
Restaurant and a Dutch Windmill to blow 
happiness and pretty gifts to the children 
for five cents a breeze. Other booths rep- 
resented Scotland, France and Germany 
while Old Point Comfort proved a quiet 
retreat for those who wished a rocking 
chair and few moments’ rest due to feel- 
ing weary after much shopping in foreign 
parts. This Bazaar was a great success 
both in attractiveness and financial results, 
as the branch hopes to clear five hun- 
dred dollars from it. 

The Highland Springs, Va. branch has 
thirteen members and is hopeful of increas- 
ing during the winter. The usual work 
has been carried on, and preparations are 
under way for the Christmas sale and 
Supper. Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Savage have 
kindly loaned the lower floor of their home 
for all social needs of the Alliance during 
the winter and have named the room 


“the Alliance Annex.” This branch re- 
joices now in having a regular pastor, 
instead of holding lay services with occa- 
sional visits from the pastor of the Rich- 
mond Church. 

During the past year, the branch at 
Richmond Va. has raised in the neigh- 
borhood of three hundred dollars by sup- 
pers and sales. The money is expended 
in helping the church with its expenses 
and in charity. Recently, the church has 
purchased a Manse, on which it was neces- 
sary to make repairs, and it has been the 
pleasure of the Alliance to pay the bills. 
With the co-operation of the Highland 
Spring branch, one of Mr. Robinson’s 
sermons has been published in tract form, 
hoping it would be found helpful in the 
work of our liberal faith. The branch 
provides the Christmas tree for the chil- 
dren, and the decoration for the church; 
and whenever visiting ministers, or Alli- 
ance workers come to Richmond a simple 
but pretty reception is always tendered 
them in the parish rooms. It is also the 
custom to provide a social evening once 
or twice during the winter. For the first 
time, Richmond was able to be represented 
at a Southern Conference away from 
Richmond by one of its members, as well 
as by its pastor. They hope this winter 
to take up the study of Emerson, and the 
Secretary writes “There is nothing very 
interesting to tell, but we are happy in 
our work and hopeful of better things.” 

The Shelter N eck, N.C. branch has held 
regular meetings and is bravely working on- 
ward. A sale brought in over forty-seven 
dollars and the ladies are thankful for 
the contributions of money and fancy 
articles that were sent them from other 
branches. They have contributed money 
towards painting the church, paying 
insurance upon the building and putting 
up a belfry and bell, and have made a 
quilt for Dix House. During the summer, 
they were kept busy making garments 
to distribute among members who lost 
their crops by flood. This small, but 
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brave branch although having many needs 
of its own, has contributed a small 
amount to every appeal upon the list of 
National Alliance appeals. 

At Charleston, S.C. the branch has 
held regular meetings and was well rep- 
resented at the Conference at Atlanta. 
A play, and a supper have been given 
upon different occasions and were success- 
ful in every way. The branch has begun 
a series of readings at its meetings upon 
Current Events, the selections being 
taken from current magazines and news- 
papers. Twenty-five cents has been sent 
in response to every appeal in Word and 
Work and other donations were made to 
the Ice Mission and the Chelsea Sufferers. 

The Alliance Branch of Jacksonville, 
Florida, has nearly completed its second 
year; its membership is twenty, having 
lost a few members by removal from the 
city. The efforts of its women have ne- 
cessarily been along the lines of money 
getting, in which, they feel they have been 
successful. A new church needs many 
dollars, so they have added their ,hundred 
dollars to the nine hundred so generously 
given by the National Alliance through 
its branches. The branch has also con- 
tributed seventy five dollars to current 
church expenses, and has given in varying 
amounts, about fifteen dollars to local 
charities. The Cheerful Letter Committee 
has done but little active work, but the 
P. O. M. Committee has accomplished 
much in distributing literature at the 
church door and through the mail. Last 
spring a visit from Mrs. Davis of the 
National Alliance gave the members a 
great deal of pleasure. She filled them 
with her enthusiasm and they feel that 
the rapid raising of the full amount of 
their appeal was largely due to her efforts 
united with those of Mr. Coleman. This 
branch confidently hopes not only to 
report another successful financial year, 
but one, filled with good deeds and good 
feeling also. 

At Birmingham, Alabama, the branch 


has been inactive, but felt hopeful of hav- 
ing its small circle come together again this 
winter. The outlook for a church in the 
near future seems rather discouraging, 
but the Alliance president feels that, 
under the right conditions and influence, 
enough people of the liberal faith might 
come forward, as there are quite a number 
of such in and near Birmingham. As 
we have not a single church in Alabama, 
we all hope that these conditions may 
take shape and encourage our band of 
women there. 

The Chattanooga, Tenn. branch has 
doubled in membership during the past 
year; its women have shown remarkable 
interest in the work of the Alliance 
and had planned for a very busy, ac- 
tive winter. A nice sum of money was 
given to the church treasury to help liq- 
uidate a bill of long standing. During 
the fall, much sewing for charities was 
done. Fifteen dollars were contributed 
to the Prohibition Campaign Fund; and- 
many articles of clothing sent to the Sal-- 
vation Army. During the summer, the 
branch had a number of outings, which 
helped to promote sociability. At the 
Southern Conference, the Chattanooga 
branch sent the largest number of dele- 


gates, ten in all, and set thereby, 
a fine example to all our Southern 
branches. In September, a successful 


rummage sale was held, and apron mate- 
rial purchased and some work was done 
and more planned for a bazaar in Decem- 
ber, but this had to be abandoned owing 
to the pastor’s strong disapproval of rais- 
ing money for church work by means of 
fairs, sales etc. If some one can only 
convince the pastor that such things are 
are not wrong but often a good thing in 
church work the branch feels it could 
accomplish a good deal, as the congrega- 
tion is growing and every thing else hope- 
ful in the outlook. 

The Dallas, Texas branch numbers 
thirty two paid up members, and meets 
twice each month, the first meeting de- 
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voted to business, and the second, to social 
matters. Money has been raised by sales. 
Orders were taken for aprons and the 
ladies met at the homes of different mem- 
bers for an all day sewing, each lady 
taking her own lunch and the hostess 
serving hot tea, coffee, or chocolate. 
Money was expended for the usual dues, 
also for Southern Associate Alliance, and 
the National Temperance Society. In 
addition to these, twenty dollars was spent 
for cleaning the church; seven dollars for 
P. O. M. twenty dollars for Paragraph 
Pulpit; five dollars for ice cream for the 
Sunday School, and each year the branch 
pays a note of twenty five dollars for the 
church organ. At the Southern Confer- 
ence the branch although a thousand 
miles from Atlanta, had delegates present, 
and one of them ably filled the chair in 
the absence of the President of the South- 
ern Associate Alliance, and was elected 
to serve as President for the coming year. 
The branch is at present bending its ener- 
gies towards paying its next note for the 
organ, and to refurnishing the church. 
Sales will be held every other month. 
The branch expresses its appreciation for 
a box of fancy articles, and the Christian 
Register sent by Unity Circle. 

The New Orleans, Louisiana branch 
carries on considerable regular work 
through various committees who report 
results at each monthly meeting. Has 
given an afternoon reception in honor of 
Miss Fanny Field and Mrs. Hartmann of 
the Cincinnati branch when Miss Field 
spoke very entertainingly and instructively 
of “Hymnology,” and also of the need of 
a parish house or rooms for Alliance work. 
Incidentally, she assisted the New Or- 
leans branch in determining to take up 
and carry through its Parish House proj- 
ect. Last spring a three fold programme 
was carried out, the welcoming of the new 
church members; then as Mrs. Davis was 
present, part of the evening was in her 
honor. She gave a very enthusiastic talk 
upon Alliance work, which all present 
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thoroughly enjoyed. The third part of 
the programme was a farewell to Prof. 
and Mrs. H. F. Rugan on their departure 
for Europe. Prof. Rugan had been the 
Sunday School Supt. and Vice Pres. of 
the Trustees, while Mrs. Rugan was a 
loyal Alliance worker, and member of 
both local and national P. O. M. Com- 
mittees. The Alliance presented each 
with a handsome silver travelling cup, 
appropriately engraved, and wished them 
ahappy trip. The Study Class Committee 
has charge of all meetings for social pur- 
poses. Study subjects have been Child 
labor in factories, Travellers’ Aid Asso- 
ciation work, Longfellow, Thomas Paine, 
Ingersoll and Dr. Charles Eliot of Har- 
vard College. The Benevolent Committee 
among many gifts has furnished coal to 
a needy woman, and through the Alliance 
sent $25 to an aged minister. The Ap- 
peals Committee answered all appeals for 
fancy articles, and contributed one dollar 
each to the nine appeals upon the National 
Alliance list. The Home for Incurables 
Committee visits that institution and 
attends to replenishing the Unitarian 
room there; also pays a yearly fee of 
three dollars to the institution. The 
Cheerful Letter Committee has regularly 
written letters and sent magazines etc., 
to six families in Virginia. The P. O. M. 
Committee has six members who meet 
every month to send out literature, five 
do this and the sixth member takes en- 
tire charge of the church rack. This 
Committee feels that its work is one of 
the most important parts of the Alliance 
work in its Missionary efforts for the spread 
of our liberal faith among those who need 
its help and uplift. Money last year was 
raised by sales, dues, donations, and a 
“Silent Offering” to meet the needs of 
the work of the branch. Besides all this 
regular work, an oil painting of Mrs. 
Clapp (wife of the founder of this church) 
was repaired and frame regilded. Five 
dollars was paid to both the Travellers’ 
Aid Association and the work for a Ju- 
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venile Court, members of the Alliance 
being appointed to represent it at the 
meetings of these associations. One dol- 
lar was sent to the National Temperance 
Society, and expenses of delegates to the 
Southern Conference paid. The crowning 
work of the year however was the result 
of Miss Field’s visit and talk and the vote 
of the Southern Conference to hold its 
next session at New Orleans. These two, 
led our women to decide that their Parish 
House was an immediate necessity, and 
consequently when its meetings usually 
adjourn in the spring, it was decided to 
hold called meetings if necessary to ar- 
range for the building of such a house. 
In July a parish House Building Committee 
was appointed, instructed to have the 
Alliance incorporated, and given power 
to act in planning for and carrying for- 
ward the building of the Unitarian House 
as it was decided to call it. For the first 
time, the New Orleans Alliance was active 
all through the summer, for this Commit- 
tee included all the members in town and 
when the regular meetings were resumed 
in the fall the Unitarian House was well 
under way. Ground had been broken and 
the building was begun Sept. 10th. All 
the energies of the branch are now de- 
voted to the finishing of the building and 
having it ready for the Conference meet- 
ings next spring, and the means of meet- 
ing the payments upon this five thousand 
dollar home of the New Orleans branch. 
A loan from the American Unitarian Asso- 
ciation of $2500 made it possible to begin 
work at once and when the branch has 
its new equipment it feels sure it will 
soon more than pay for itself, and will 
aid greatly along all lines of church work. 

At Memphis Tenn. a few of the former 
Alliance women have resumed meetings, 
and undertaken some work for their 
Unitarian principles. It is hoped that 
they will grow in numbers and strength 
and become again an active and busy 
branch. Eight members meet weekly 
for sewing and on Sunday hold regu- 
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lar services and read a sermon. As 
many as seventeen have attended the 
Sunday meetings. 

The branch at Oklahoma furnishes sup- 
plies for the Sunday School and music 
for Sunday services. A bazaar gave them 
$100.05. The members are rejoicing in 
the new minister and his wife, Rev. and 
Mrs. Ward R. Clark, recently in Dover, 
N.H. The seventeen members are very 
hopeful of accomplishing a great deal the 
coming year. 


No reports were received from the 
Rocky Mountains section but the Vice 
President writes that many places are 
now feeling the effect of the panic. With- 
out doubt some of the branches are 
more or less discouraged. Some pleas- 
ant friendly letters from branches not 
so isolated would do much good where 
Unitarian churches are few and neighbor- 
hood meetings are impossible. 

The president of the branch at Arling- 
ton St. Boston, Miss Bertha Langmaid 
has changed her residence to 2 Gordon 
Terrace, Brookline, Mass. The Record- 
ing Secretary of the Waltham, Mass. 
branch is Mrs. Elizabeth M. Upham, Ly- 
man St. At Highland Springs, Va., the 
Recording Secretary is Mrs. Percy 5%. 
Read; at Salem, Mass. First Church, Mrs. 
E. V. Emilio, and at Hackensack, N.J. 
Mrs. J. B. Brevoort, 57 Clinton Place. 


The New England Associate Alliance 
will hold its next meeting with the branch 
at the First Church Cambridge, Mass. 
For the morning session at 10.45 o’clock. 
the subjects for consideration are Depart- 
ments of National Alliance Work. What 
are Alliance branches doing for College 
Girls and Social Service of the Churches. 
After a box luncheon addresses will be 
given by Rev. W. C. Pierce of Tiverton, 
R.I. and Rev. Lewis G. Wilson, Secre- 
tary A. U. A. 


Appeals now before the branches :— 


Andover, N.H. for the church $975 
Towa City, Ia. 500 


Young People’s Religious Union 
of the Cnitarian Church 


Headquarters: Room 11, 25 Beacon Street, Boston 


Rey. Henry H. Saunpmrson, President 


Miss Grace R. Torr, Secretary 


Board of Directors’ Monthly Meeting 


The fifth regular meeting of the Board 
of Directors for 1908-1909 was held in 
Room 11, 25 Beacon St., Boston, Mass., 
on Tuesday, Dec. 1, 1908, at 1 p.m. In 
the absence of the president, Vice Presi- 
dent Sturtevant presided, and there were 
present: Mr. Harwood, Mr. Sharples, Mr. 
Shurtleff, Mr. Wahlberg, Miss Burrage, 
Miss Taylor, and the secretary. 

The secretary’s minutes of the last reg- 
ular meeting and the special meeting were 
read and approved. : 

In the absence of the treasurer no 
financial statement was possible. 


Vorep: to approve the Word and Work bill. 


The secretary read a letter from Mr. 
Saunderson with reference to his trip, 
and it was suggested that the secretary 
send the greetings of the Board to the 
president. 

The Sales Committee had nothing to 
report as no meeting has been held as 
yet. The Editorial Committee reported 
that it had met and sent out 44 letters, 
to which a few replies have already been 
received. 

The secretary was instructed to ask 
Mr. Wendte concerning any other organi- 
zations of young people in foreign 
countries. 

The secretary read a letter from Roches- 
ter, N.Y., asking that the Y. P. R. U. 
sell the Gannett Calendar on commission. 

Vorrp: that the secretary be instructed to write 
to Rochester, N.Y., saying that we would refer all 
purchasers to the Unitarian Book Room downstairs. 

Vorep: to adjourn. 

Grace R. Torr, 
Secretary. 


Mr. O. ArtHur McMouropin, Treasurer 


Boston Federation 


The semi-annual meeting for 1908 was 
held Nov. 30, at Dedham, Mass., 153 
delegates attending the sessions. 

The afternoon session was devoted 
entirely to business which consisted of 
reports of committees and the discussion 
of matters of interest to the federation. 
The entertainment committee reported 
$83 as the proceeds from the March enter- 
tainment. It was voted to accept the 
invitation of the Young People’s Chris- 
tian Union to meet with it on Jan. 18. It 
was also voted to have the annual enter- 
tainment in the latter part of February, 
1909. 

Rev. Edward A. Horton addressed the 
evening meeting on “Five Watchwords,” 
and gave every one something to think 
about and profit by. 

The meeting adjourned at 8.45, and 
was voted one of the most successful 
of any we have held in the six years of our 
existence. 

O. ArrHUR McMurpig, 
Secretary. 


Banquet of the Boston Federation 


The Boston Federation held its third 
annual banquet in the Church of the 
Disciples, Boston, on Wednesday evening, 
Dec. 9, 1908. 

After an abundant collation, the presi- 
dent of the federation, Mr. Sanford Bates, 
offered a few words of greeting and then 
introduced the speakers of the evening, 
the first being Hon. George H. Hibbard, 
Mayor of Boston, who spoke briefly on 
civic life, interspersing his remarks by 
numerous stories; the next speaker ,was 
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Mr. Benjamin F. Trueblood, LL.D., sec- 
retary of the American Peace Society, 
who told of the work of this society. 
Dancing and a general good time followed. 


Channing Federation 


The Channing Federation of Young 
People held its semi-annual meeting with 
the young people of the Westminster 
Unitarian Church, Providence, R.I., Sun- 
day, December 6, 1908. 

The meeting was called to order at 
4.30 p.m. by the President, Mr. Arthur 
W. Sampson of Fall River, who gave an 
opening address. 

The regular business meeting followed 
the opening devotional service, the roll 
~ eall resulting in responses from Fall 
River, Norton, Taunton, and West- 
minster Church, with a total attendance 
of about seventy-five delegates. 

After the business meeting the Federa- 
tion listened to a very interesting ad- 
dress by Mr. Paul E. Iman of Harvard, 
who, in his talk, endeavored to impress 
upon the young people the need of work- 
ing with definite ideals in mind. : 

Rev. Harold G. Arnold brought to us a 
clear outline of the work laid out by the 
Policy Committee of the National Union 
and urged the guilds to do everything 
possible to help carry out the same. 

The meeting adjourned about 6.15, 
after which a social hour was enjoyed. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Fiorence L. Cow Les, 
Secretary. 


Pilgrim Federation 


The Pilgrim Federation of Unitarian 
young people held its annual meeting in 
Unity Church, Brockton, on Monday 
evening, Dec. 14, at 7.30 o’clock. 

Miss Hazel Cooper gave the address of 
welcome, to which Mr. Harold Lyon, in 
behalf of the federation, responded. 


The reports of the secretary and treas- 
urer were read and accepted. 

The secretary then cast one vote for the 
following officers: president, Mr. Harold 
Lyon; vice president, Mr. Arthur Ryder; 
secretary Miss Helen Keith; treasurer, 
Mr. Charles L. Nutter. 

The chairman of the entertainment 
committee reported the progress of the 
play, giving the dates it was to be pre- 
sented before the various unions. It 
was voted that the proceeds be divided 
the same as last year. 

Another important question brought 
up was that a committee of three be 
chosen who should select one from the 
federation to become a Life Member in 
the National Union; and Miss Hazel 
Cooper was the decision of the committee. 

Mr. Lyon then introduced Rev. Harold 
G. Arnold of Bridgewater who gave a very 
interesting talk on “Religious Helps in 
the Work.” The collection was next 
taken, after which followed a social hour 
with games and refreshments by the 
Brockton Guild. 

Maupe C. Nutter, 
Secretary. 
Special Y. P. R. U. Number of “The 
Unitarian” 


The February number of The Unitarian 
by courtesy of the management, will be 
a Y. P. R. U. number, all the material 
from cover to cover dealing with matters 
pertaining to the young people’s work. 
There will be articles on our past history, 
missionary work, and present condition, 
ete.,—intensely interesting reading for 
union members and older friends as well. 

The preliminary work for this number 
has been put in the hands of two com- 
mittees, known as the Sales Committee 
and the Editorial Committee. In order 
to materially assist our good friends of 
The Unitarian, we wish to sell as many 
copies of this number as possible in 
advance. Single copies will be ten cents 
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as usual; but a year’s subscription can 
be had for fifty cents, one half the reg- 
ular price. It is hoped that a large 
number will take this opportunity of 
subscribing. Union secretaries will hear 
more of the plan for accomplishing this 
later on. Meanwhile let everyone tell 
his friends about this and solicit orders 
for the February edition. 


Y. P. R. U. and the Y. P. C. U. 


By invitation of the Universalist young 
people there will be a joint meeting of the 
Y. P. R. U. and the Y. P. C. U. on Monday, 
January 18, at 7 o’clock, in the Second 
Universalist Church, Columbus Avenue, 
Boston. The speaker will be Prof. W. W. 
Fenn of Harvard Divinity School, Cam- 
bridge. 

It is hoped that our young people in 
and around Boston will make a special 
effort to attend this meeting. 


Mauve C. Youna, 
Chairman. 


Field Work 


As the material for our pages is about 
to go to the printer, the President has 
just returned from a four weeks’ trip, 
some announcement of which was made 
in previous numbers of Word and Work. 
Mr. Saunderson has spoken in some 
churches where unions exist, and in some 
where unions do not exist, and has strength- 
ened the work over a wide territory. 
Movements have been begun in a number 
of places, as a result of his visits, which 
give promise of resulting in new unions. 
In Toledo the Union was organized by 
Mr. Saunderson on a trip that he made 
about five years ago. The last meeting 
of the trip was in Montreal where the 
Channing Fraternity had invited represen- 
tatives from the churches and unions of 
northern Vermont, and an international 
neighborhood meeting was held. The 
places visited on this trip are Buffalo, 


Cleveland, Toledo; Davenport, Humboldt, 
Des Moines, and Keokuk in Iowa; Bloom- 
ington and Urbana in Illinois; Jackson, 
Ann Arbor, and Detroit in Michigan; 
London, Hamilton, Toronto, Ottawa, and 
Montreal in Canada. 


Union Notes 


Disciples’ Guild, Boston, Mass. “On 
Friday evening, Dec. 4, the Disciples’ 
Guild celebrated its tenth anniversary. 
After the supper came a literary and musi- 
cal program, the president, Miss Mary G. 
Stone, presiding. Miss Blanche A. Rus- 
sell gave reminiscences of the work of the 
James Freeman Clarke Club, an organiza- 
tion of young people in the church which 
preceded the Disciples’ Guild. Mr. Philip 
C. Nash spoke of the work of the Guild, 
its service to the church, etc. Mr. Sanford 
Bates, the president of the Boston Federa- 
tion, brought appreciative greetings, pay- 
ing a cordial tribute to the services ren- 
dered by the Disciples’ Guild. Letters were 
read by Mr. E. Minot Talbot from Mr. 
Charles D. Richardson, a former president, 
and from the secretary of the National 
Union. Each year, as a part of the 
season’s program, the Guild has considered 
the life of a great leader; and Channing, 
Emerson, Parker, and Clarke have fur- 
nished inspiring reading and study. It 
was fitting to crown the evening’s celebra- 
tion by an uplifting talk upon the life and 
works of John Milton, for which the Guild 
is indebted to Mr. Albert P. Walker, the 
headmaster of the Girl’s High School, 
Boston. Mr. Frank Lynes rendered ap- 
propriate music. Mr. Edward A. Church 
expressed his appreciation of the ten years 
of the Guild’s service to the church, 
honoring the occasion by delightful origi- 
nal verse. Rev. Chas. G. Ames, D.D., 
the pastor, made the closing address, 
‘Nothing is too high to attempt,’ being 
the sublime thought of the hour. The 
Disciples’ Guild is an outgrowth of the 
Disciples’ School. Its membership is in- 
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creased biennially by a welcome ex- 
tended to the senior class. Its motto is, 
‘Ich dien.’ The closing lines of the poem 
by Mr. Church expressed the good wishes 
of all present :-— 


Then hail our dear Guild of Disciples, 
Be many their happy returns, 
While the lamp they have set in our win- 


ows 
Through its bright anniversaries burns. 


May the service they render to others 
A joy to their own lives impart, 

And the hand of their greeting betoken 
A fellowship true of the heart.” 


Medfield, Mass. ‘The twentieth anni- 
versary of the Y. P. R. U. here was very 
successful and interesting, and finds our 
Guild after this journey in as prosperous 
a condition as ever. Most every Sunday 
evening we have a chorus of young people 
who are much interested and of course 
a great help in the meetings; these sing 
once or twice alone besides helping in the 
congregational selections. The program 
on Noy. 29, the date of our anniversary, 
was as follows: Address by Rev. E. J. 
Prescott of Rockland, Mass., on ‘The Ideal 
Union’; papers by Mrs. Ella Stone, a 
charter member, on ‘The Formation 
of the Guild’; by Mr. Geo. L. L. Allen, the 
first president, on ‘The First Year ;’ by 
Miss Harriet Fowle, a charter member, 
on ‘The Years Between ;’ and by Rev. 
John A. Savage, pastor emeritus, who sent 
congratulations on our success and the 
hopes of its continuance. Mrs. Ellen 
Haywood, now of Framingham, was 
present and addressed the meeting, being 
the widow of the minister under whose 
direction the Guild was formed. Music 


was furnished by the chorus and solos were 
given by Miss Menta Kennett, soprano, 
and by Miss Gladys Bailey, alto.” 


Kalamazoo, Mich. “Our society is 
flourishing and I enclose a bulletin which 
will show you the nature of our meetings. 
Once each month we have an ‘Open Fo- 
rum’ at which time we have an address 
or lecture along the line of education, art, 
etc. A Young People’s Society was or- 
ganized in the church several years ago, 
but was discontinued and reorganized here 
three years go.” 


Bellingham, Wash. ‘Our society, al- 
though small, is doing good work.” 


Points and Lines 


Several of the unions as well as the 
churches embraced the opportunity of 
observing the tercentenary of John Mil- 
ton’s birth, as suggested by Pres. 8. A. 
Eliot several weeks ago. 

The Young People’s Society of Roslin- 
dale has lately reorganized and under the 
name of the Haskell Union. Meetings 
are held weekly and the season bids fair 
to prove quite a successful one. 

On Sunday evening, Dec. 5, a meeting of 
the neighboring unions was held in Wal- 
pole, Mass., and steps taken towards organ- 
izing what is to be known as the N orfolk 
Federation. There was a good attendance 
and much interest was displayed. 

The Union-at-Large now has an enroll- 
ment of about 110: some few drop out 
necessarily but new names are constantly 
being added. Miss Fellows, the chairman, 
hopes they will continue to be sent. 
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Ministerial 
Personals. 


Rey. L. R. Daniels has 
resigned at Houlton, Maine, 
and accepted a call to Yar- 
mouth, Maine. 
Rev. H. L. Buzzell has resigned at 
z dsor, Vt., and accepted a call to 
- Barre, Mass. 
Rey. Granville Pierce has resigned at 
Warwick, Mass., and accepted a call 
to Ashby, Mass. 


Francis H. LINCOLN, Treasurer 
C. L. STEBBINS, Publication Agent 


present are in charge of Rev. Mr. Mason 
of Pittsburg. Portable Church No. 1 
has been put up for the use of the 
Society at Youngstown, Ohio, and 
proves to be an attractive chapel. The 
Society has now the equipment it has 
ereatly needed for its work. A little 
Society has been organized at Blacks 
Corner, Pa., which is supplied for the 
present by students from Meadville. 


Students also regularly supply the Mis- 
sion at  Garrettsville, Ohio. The 
churches in the Meadville circuit have 
recently enjoyed visits from Rev. E. S. 
Forbes and Rev. A. M. Rihbany, who 
preached and lectured for the churches 
between Cleveland and Pittsburg. 


~ _ * Rey. H. G. Smith has resigned at 
~~ Ottawa, Can., to accept a call to North- 
: —ampton, Mass. _ 
> Rev. Manfred Lilliefors has resigned 
at §. Cloud, Minn. 
~» Rev. E. R. Watson has resigned at 
"San Diego, Cal., and taken charge of 
-the work at Eureka, Cal. 


* ‘ : 
~— Rey. J. A. Cruzan, Field Agent in : 
Moniteeo Bays One of the most _inter- 


the Pacific Department, has taken tem- 
porary charge of the Society at Everett, 
Wash. : 


A new church has been 
organized at Morgantown, 
West Virginia, the seat of 
the State University. Influential towns- 
people and several prominent members 
of the faculty are heartily enlisted in the 
enterprise, and there is good prospect of 
a strong addition to the number of the 
college town churches. On Lincoln’s 
birthday a new Society was organized at 
Homestead, Pa. The services for the 


New 
Societies 


Jamaica, B.w.1.°Sting and pictuesque at- 

tempts to give currency 
to Unitarian views has been undertaken 
by a young man in the Island of Jamaica, 
B.W.I. Having become interested in 
our interpretation of religion through 
pamphlets which were sent to his island 
home, he at once began a course of study 
with a view to fitting himself for the 
Unitarian ministry at the Meadville 
Theological School. While so employed 
he has established a Lay Center, formed 
a distributing agency for our literature 
and gathered about him a considerable 
number of people who are studying re- 
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ligion from the liberal point of view. 
Not having at his command a hall in 
which to conduct Lay Center Services, 
the congregation meets in an open yard, 
and the enterprise is called the Creek 
Street movement. The leader in his 
report says: ‘There is no doubt. that 
in the whole surrounding district the 
people now have a very different view 
of Unitarianism from that which they 
had a month ago.” 


Gontirencea The election of Rev. Ernest 
onfere “C. Smith of Green Bay, 


Wis., to the Secretaryship of the West- 


ern Conference, in succession to Mr. 
Backus, is a matter of congratulation to 
our fellowship. Mr. Smith has had a 
broad experience. He has had settle- 
ments in Massachusetts, in Washington, 
in Colcrado, in Michigan, in Illinois, 
and in Wisconsin. He is a man of 
eastern birth and education and of west- 
ern experience. He is in sympathy with 
all the progressive and _ cooperative 
movements in our fellowship. The next 
meeting of the Western Conference will 
be held in St. Paul, Minn., in May. The 
Southern Conference has just met in 
New Orleans. ‘The Pacific Conference 
will not meet this year until July, when 
it goes to Seattle. It is an event of 
some significance that the National Con- 
ference will hold its September meeting 
this year in Chicago. It is to be hoped 
that the members of the eastern churches 
will make a genuine effort to support 
the experiment involved in the transfer 
of the meeting of the Conference to the 


Middle West. 


To assist ministers and 
others who are interested 
in the study of social and 
economic questions, the 
Department has established a small lend- 
ing library at 25 Beacon Street. The 
beginning has been made with some- 
thing over one hundred volumes, cover- 
ing a variety of different subjects, and 
including a number of valuable reports 
which are not always easily accessible. 


Department of 
Social and 
Public Service. 


Shouid the library satisfy a real need, 
as we hope it will, generous additions 
will be made, but the growth will de- 
pend largely upon its circulation. If it 
is active, new books will be added to 
meet the demand, and we shall be glad 
to have the demand great enough to call 
for a steady increase. A catalogue of 
books now on the shelves, with the 
rules governing the use of the library, 
is now in preparation and will be ready 
before the Anniversary Meetings. 

Since his return from visiting the 
Meadville District, Mr. Forbes has kept 
appointments at the First Churches of 
Lexington and Needham. He has also 
addressed a union meeting at Bolton, 
a meeting in the Unitarian Church at 
Woburn, the Alliance of the First 
Church in Cambridge, and the Men’s 
Club of Christ Church, Dorchester. 


We have come to the 
ast month of the finan- 
cial year, and the churches are urgently 
reminded that in order to retain their 
membership in the National Association 
their contributions must reach the 
Treasurer on or before April 30. The 
readers of this paper are requested to 
personally interest themselves in this 
matter. It should be remembered that 
if a church loses its membership it re- 
quires, under the By-laws, two years to 
recover its place in our working fellow- 
ship. It is not enough to see to it that 
the collection is actually made. Vigil- 
ance cannot cease until the money is 
actually in the Treasurer’s hands at 
headquarters. Every year several 
churches lose their membership because 
of the carelessness of the local treasurers 
who fail to forward the money until 
after the books are closed. A minister 
should see to it not only that the con- 
tribution is taken, but also that it is 
sent in season. 

Since the last issue of Worp AND 
Work, 27 churches have sent in their 
contributions. The amounts given main- 
tain a practically steady level. Of these 
27 churches, one is a new giver; seven 


Contributions. 
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give the same as last year, ten give 
more than last year, and nine give less. 
It may be expected that some of these 
nine will by additional gifts make up 
their record at least to last year’s level. 
Most of these losses are very small in 
amount, and in only two cases are they 
of any considerable sum. These two 
cases are somewhat surprising because 
they occur in parishes exceptionally well 
organized and administered. Among 
the gains it may be mentioned that the 
Society in Kalamazoo, Mich., doubles 
its former contribution, and the Socie- 
ties in Highland Springs, W. Va., and 
Malden and Bridgewater, Mass., nearly 
treble their last year’s contributions. It 
is good to record substantial gains in the 
gifts of such reliable parishes as those in 
Somerville, Mass., Woburn, Mass., 
North Church, Salem, Mass., and Den- 
ver, Col. The small gains in the 
churches at Presque Isle, Maine, and 
Santa Ana, Cal., indicate equal loyalty. 


The officers of the Asso- 
ciation can always speak can- 
didly about financial matters because 
their own fortunes are in no way in- 
volved. Their salaries are provided for 
from the income of the unrestricted en- 
dowment. Every dollar that is contri- 
buted to the cause goes at once into the 
field. Not a dollar that is contributed 
by the churches is used for office ex- 
penses. That is an almost unique situa- 
tion among philanthropic societies. 
Again, it should be recognized that 
our Association is almost the only or- 
ganization engaged in this kind of work 
that never makes an appeal for the 
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payment of debts and deficits. Our 
friends of the Baptist communion are 
this winter making a_heart-breaking 
effort to raise the great debt of their 
Missionary Society, and our friends of 
the older branch of the Congregational 
Church are striving to raise $400,000 
to pay the debts of their societies. The 
business of the Unitarian Association is 
conducted on thoroughly good business 
principles. We do not spend money that 
we have not got or are not well as- 
sured of receiving. We never have to 
call upon our friends to help us meet 
past obligations, but only to advance our 
cause and to undertake new and prom- 
ising enterprises. 

‘The extent and the amount given for 
the national cause in all our churches 
is chiefly dependent upon the inspiration 
of the minister, the vigor of his leader- 
ship, and the contagion of his zeal. A 
church will seldom if ever advance to a 
point beyond that at which the minister 
places the flag. He must be interested 
enough and brave enough to tell people 
just what their privilege and duty is. 
The missionary opportunity is limited 
only by the boundaries prescribed by the 
lack of financial resources. 

The men who are doing our work on 
the frontier are our own comrades, brave 
souls who utter no complaint or cen- 
sure, live on a pittance and far away 
from the friends and scenes that clutch 
at their hearts when they dare to think 
of them. Shall we deny them the sym- 
pathy which expresses itself in providing 
for them the equipment, the household 
necessities, and the decent relief from 
pecuniary worries which their work re- 
quires? 


National Alliance of 
: Unitarian and Other Liberal Christian @lomen 


Headquarters: Room 10, 25 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass. 


Miss Emma C. Low, President 
163 State St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Mrs. Lucra Clapp NoYEs, Treasurer 
Mattapan, Mass. 


Mrs. Emity A. FIFIELD, Rec. Sec., 

4 Ashland St., Dorchester, Mass. 
Mrs. ROBERT H. Davis, Cor. Sec., 

19 Kast 44th St., New York 


Miss FLORENCE EVERETT, Clerk. Office hours 9.30 A.M. to 4 P.M. 


There are several things for the 
branches to note this coming month. 
The annual report will be asked for by 
the Corresponding Secretary, who will 
send blanks to each branch to be filled 
out, usually by the Secretary. If these 
are returned promptly, the work of pre- 
paring the Manual is made much easier. 
Many branches now hold their own an- 
nual meetings in April or May, that the 
list of newly elected officers may appear 
in the Manual and corrections be 
avoided. 


Branches should also consider the ap- 
pointment of delegates to the annual 
meeting of the Alliance to be held in 
Boston on May 25. The call will be 
issued this month, and as this is the 
year for the biennial election of officers 
a large representation is desired. With- 
out doubt many branches will pay the 
traveling expenses of a delegate. 


Attention should be given to the list 
of appeals, which is smaller than usual. 
These appeals are from various sections 
of the country, and it is and should be 
a privilege for each branch to be in- 
cluded among the givers, even if the 
sum given must be small. The value of 
the gift is greatly enhanced by the 
friendly letter which should always ac- 
company it. In some cases this letter 
and the small contribution is the only 
real link connecting a branch with the 
National Alliance, the only thing which 
prevents its work from being purely 
local and enables it to gain anything 
from belonging to a national organiza- 
tion. There is no branch so restricted 
in its funds that it cannot send at least 
a penny contribution to put it in touch 
with the appealing churches and pre- 
serve its own claim as doing national 
work, 


‘The meeting of the Executive Board 
on March 12 was held in Boston, with 
mineteen present. A new branch at 
Northfield, Mass., was reported; secre- 
tary, Mrs. Charles C. Stearns. “ The 
Woman’s Branch Alliance of the North 
Side Unitarian Church of Pittsburg, 
Pa.,” also sent information of its organ- 
ization and a successful supper as the 
beginning of work for a new church. 
The secretary is Mrs. J. M. Berdge, 
1201 Arch Street, Allegheny, Pa. The 
English-speaking branch in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, has been reéstablished, Mrs. 
Vrooman, 147 Furby Street, secretary. 
Letters of greeting will be welcomed by 
these new branches. 


The branch at the Icelandic Church, 
Winnipeg, reported a change of officers, 
the secretary being Mrs. J. Bjérnesson, 
476 Simcoe Street, Winnipeg. This 
branch, with a membership of twenty- 
one, has had a successful year, holding 
fortnightly meetings and disbursing 
$163.30 in various ways, $60 going to 
the church. 


The name of Mrs. Sarah Hill Blos- 
som has been added to the In Memoriam 
list, and Miss Phebe M. Waldo has 
been made a life member by her branch 
in Salem. The branch at Kairhaven, 
Mass., has presented Mrs. Elbridge G. 
Paull a life membership as a gift at her 
golden wedding. 


The Southern Committee reported. 
Mr. Gibson has met his regular appoint- 
ments and is looking forward to a visit 
from Rev. A. J. Coleman of Jackson- 
ville. On March 4, Rev. F. J. Gould 
of Leominster, Mass., visited the Shel- 
ter Neck neighborhood on his way to 
Charleston, §.C. He spent an hour in 
the school at Dix House, visited among 
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the people in the afternoon, and preached 
at the church in the evening. Rev. 
Messrs. Key and Cowan also took part. 
Every one enjoyed his coming and would 
have been glad if his stay could have 
been longer. The ministers in the North 
Carolina circuits, Rev. Messrs. Key. 
Cowan, and Gillilan, are visiting their 
preaching stations regularly and with 
gratifying results. The little church at 
Pink Hill will soon be finished and 
ready for the dedication service. 


The January number of The Uni- 
tarian contained a full account of what 
has been accomplished by the Alliance 
in the South, with illustrations showing 
the little churches which are now being 
sustained by the Alliance branches. 
This is genuine missionary work of the 
best kind, showing already most marked 
results, and every branch ought to have 
a hand in it. It is not a Boston move- 
ment, or a New York movement, but 
a National Alliance movement, and re- 
lies upon the whole body for its suppor’ 


The board recommends to the branch- 
es an appeal for $600 for the branch at 
New Orleans, La. Worp AND WorkK 
has already contained an account of the 
successful efforts of the New Orleans 
members to build and equip a much- 
needed Parish House, the branch be- 
coming incorporated to enable it to 
hold property. The lot of land was 
bought and paid for and a loan taken 
from the Church Building Loan Fund 
for a part of the building. To help in 
its completion the $600 is asked for from 
the Alliance. Every one will be anxious 
to secure for this, the only Unitarian 
Society in the state, the means of mak- 
ing it strong and useful, and of lending 
encouragement to the members of the 
branch which has been so enterprising. 


The Study Class Committee will is- 
sue this spring a Leaflet on Unitarian 
Belief to take the place of one on the 
same subject which is entirely out of 
print. 


The Cheerful Letter Exchange con- 
tinues to ask for teachers in the Home 
Study department as applications are 
numerous. 


It was voted to send Mrs. Peterson 
to represent the Alliance at the meeting 
of the Southern Associate Alliance, to be 
held in New Orleans on March 23. 


The National Conference is to be 
held in Chicago, Ill., the 27th to 30th 
of September, 1909. The Council de- 
sires a report from the President of the 
Alliance, and some time will also be 
allowed for an Alliance meeting. This 
will be another occasion for members 
of the Alliance from all over the coun- 
try to meet and confer. 


Amounts now needed for Appeals: 


EOWA CU YE OW oe alo eleinioleiaisieleialere(ajerereisiainie $208 75 
1s iehalei eg. Bb rhah =r ona Sean OdouoscoosoonAG 394 75 
PA Ta GOW Cat ee IN oa Fed emeerorageietntetett c. ¢faleieie ousiele sielainistaiele 521 25 
ING Wes OTL ATS ee ladle icicle eioinie aioe. ato ein cleaisiee, 600 00 
IN ieeenehialhley “thablsleyougsl = snqrnardnodnsccomacc in 60 50 
Pacific School Students: ~...........2cs0e0 148 00 
Greonasblar pore Was Saar st alecisctec:clnemeiionn sre 84 00 


An interesting fact is learned of Iowa 
City. A course on the Modern Inter- 
pretation of Religion has been approved 
by the University Committee on Re- 
ligious Education, and students may re- 
ceive University credit for it if elected. 
This course is in the hands of the Uni- 
tarian minister in Iowa City, Rev. R. 
S. Loring. ‘The Young People’s Re- 
ligious Union is made up largely of 
University students, and their meetings 
are profitable and well attended. The 
branches will thus see the importance 
of having a strong church, well housed, 
in a university town. 

We wonder if any of our churches 
in Pennsylvania are subject to a ground 
rental of “one red rose” paid to de- 
scendants of those who gave the land 
for the edifice, which we learn is an an- 
nual custom in some places. 

‘Red rose rent” is yearly paid every 
second Sunday in June in the Lutheran 
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church at Manheim, Lancaster County, 
in the Tulpehocken Reformed Church, 
about sixteen miles west of Reading, and 
in several edifices in Lebanon County, 
while several congregations in Berks are 
entitled to observe the event, but do 
not. 

Roses paid on these occasions to rep- 
resentatives of families whose ancestors 
made such provisions are treasured as 
priceless heirlooms, and at Manheim 
they have come from many states. 

Red rose rent is mentioned in connec- 
tion with land in Tulpehocken, Marion, 
Maxatawny, Oley, and other townships. 
It dates back to 1738. 

The Tulpehocken Reformed Church 
is built on land that is subject to “ one 
red rose” quit rent. The land was 
owned by Caspar Wistar, brass button 
manufacturer, of Philadelphia. The 
red rose rent has been paid to the Phila- 
delphia descendants of Caspar Wistar 
for some years. The most notable ob- 
servance was in 1902, when thirty prom- 
inent Philadelphia Wistars attended the 
services and were paid 1 57 red roses in 
payment of arrears of rent. 


Will the Junior Alliances please send 
addresses of their secretaries to Miss 
Everett at 25 Beacon Street, Boston? 


The Young People’s Society at Ham- 
ilton, Canada, is “ doing nobly,” but is 
hampered for lack of a piano. Can the 
Alliance branches help them to buy one? 


Living Water 


By Mary FE. RICHMOND, oF NEw 
ZEALAND 


I am a little desert pool, O Lord, 

The rains of God descend but rarely here: 

And barren sands Surround me far and near, 

Save where a niggard circle of green sward 

Grows, not ungrateful for the moisture 
poured 

In rare and blessed hours of overflow. 

And this is all, alas, I have to show — 

So wide a waste, so small a precious hoard 

Of living water, — yet thou art my source; 

I feel deep in my heart the sacred spring 

That sends the mighty rivers on their 
course. 

Let me be faithful to the impulse given, 

And though too weak to rise and flowing 
sing, 

Let me reflect the calm and shining heaven. 


Miss Richmond came to America in 
1907 as delegate to the International 
Congress, and left a lasting impression 
on many friends. 


Reports this month were from Massa- 
chusetts. All of them were full and good, 
but space allows only a paragraph from 
each. 


The Deerfield Branch has 27 members, and 
has felt more enthusiasm this year than 
ever before. Papers by members have been 
read on ‘‘ Favorite Hymns,” ‘‘ The Study of 
History,’’ “* Milton,”’ ‘* Channing,” and 
“Hosea Ballou.’”’ They had a very success- 
ful table at the fair recently held. The sec- 
retary says, ‘‘ The promptness and cordiality 
with which other branches answered our 
appeals gave us a greater feeling than we 
have ever had before of the fellowship which 
exists between the branches.” 

The Greenfield Branch has about ninety 
members, and the meetings have a large at- 
tendance. In January, the tepic, ‘* Great 
Hymns and Hymn Writers,’ was treated by 
writers from six denominations of the town, 
including the Roman Catholic, and the 
widow of the former Episcopal rector ren- 
dered many well-known hymns on her 
Victor. These union meetings of the churches 
held annually are greatly enjoyed by all. A 
Junior Alliance of seventeen members has 
recently been formed among the young 
girls, which promises to be a valuable ad- 
junet in church work, 

The meetings of the Montague Branch 
have been well attended. Church and Alli- 
ance united in holding a Neighborhood Con- 
ference. ‘‘The presence and messages of 
some of the ablest and most interested 
workers in the Connecticut Valley Confer- 
ence lifted the people of our feeble parish 
to a higher level of courage and interest.’’ 

The Pittsfield secretary opens her report 
with a sentiment we can all echo. ‘* How 
good a thing it is for a Church to have an 
Alliance! Our membership remains about 
the same, and though we have small meet- 
ings when the weather is severe, we have 
such a united, happy time that everything 
seems altogether worth while.” 

Rowe has held three socials, at one of 
which Mrs. Abby A. Peterson spoke on the 
Southern Work. These socials, attended 
by the men and young people, form a 
pleasant reunion for the scattered people of 
this little hill town. Afternoon meetings are 
being held to work for next summer’s fair. 
A “Travel Class” has proved very profit- 
able. Although the Unitarian Church at 
Turner’s Falls has been sold, the Alliance 
branch wisely resolves to hold its organiza- 
tion, to give its annual May party, and 
hopes next fall to- begin regular meetings 
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which may prove a rallying point for the 
liberal element in town. The Warwick 
branch has twelve members, earnest and 
faithful. It has studied this winter ‘‘ Great 
Hymns and Hymn Writers’’ with pleasure 
and profit. The tercentenary of Milton was 
observed by an evening at the parsonage, 
and a Lincoln program was enjoyed. The 
“Christian Register’? has been placed in 
the public library by the pastor, and the 
“Unitarian ’’ by the Alliance. The gift of 
a desirable parsonage from the son of a 
former pastor has greatly encouraged this 
church. 

It is with pleasure the formation of an 
Alliance branch at Northfield is announced. 
A branch has recently been organized with 
32 members. The character of the North- 
field women, and the enthusiasm with which 
they start, augurs good work there. 

The Worcester League holds monthly 
meetings with an average attendance of 
eighty. Contributions have been sent in re- 
sponse to various appeals, the average col- 
lection taken being eight dollars. The pro- 
gram covers a wide range of subjects, and 
discussion is usually quite general and ani- 
mated. Last May the New England Asso- 
ciate Alliance met with the League. 

The branch of eighteen members at’ Stur- 
bridge meets every two weeks the entire 
year and ‘‘something is always doing.’’ 
Bean dinners, turkey suppers, a harvest 
festival, keep the members socially occu- 
pied. Many gifts have been sent to branches 
for fairs. . 

The Brookfield Alliance started a Reading 
Club and a class in gymnastics for girls to 
assist in civic betterment and these seem to 
be much appreciated. The Alliance meets 
every month, and in October arranged a 
neighborhood meeting at. Ware. The an- 
nual fair took the form of a Mother Goose 
Carnival, and was a great success, so that 
$150 was cleared. 

At Winchendon more interest is manifested 
and a larger attendance, the meetings being 
very pleasant and social. Plans are in 
preparation for a May Festival of two days’ 
duration. The expense of the paragraph 
pulpit in the local paper they are now bear- 
ing for four months. 

The Westboro branch program shows an 
interest in the larger side of life. 
tributions to the home church, to charities 
in general, and to the National Alliance 
appeals, indicate commendabie generosity. 


The Amherst Alliance has had a pleasant 
and profitable year since the last report. 
“We still devote our energies to the needs 
of the church,’ have borne the expense of 
the church music, and appropriated $100 to- 
ward the minister’s salary. Meetings have 
been devoted to Hymns of the Liberal Faith. 


The con- « 


These are held in the evening, and all have 
joined in singing the hymns discussed. 

The branch in Chicopee has held seven 
meetings, with a fine program too long for 
this department, but which doubtless will be 
furnished to any branch wishing to see it. 
Cheerful Letter work is carried on by a 
Sunday-school class under the direction of 
an Alliance member. 

Florence branch has had good meetings, 
considering Hymns and Hymn Writers, and 
has a Cheerful Letter committee. 

At Holyoke the membership has increased 
and all the committees are doing well. 
Cheerful Letter and Post Office Mission con- 
tinued. 

At Northampton the Benevolent Committee 
holds all-day sessions, with luncheon, and 
the Study Class occupies the afternoon. The 
Alliance has the care of the social part of 
church life and has joined the Unitarian 
Calendar Circle, which proves helpful as the 
ehurch is without a pastor. 

The branch at Springfield reports a pros- 
perous year with much accomplished and 
profitable meetings held. Appeals have been 
answered and many gifts to other branches 
made, including 75 volumes to the library at 
Dunbarton, N. H. Post) Office Mission and 
Cheerful Letter work thoroughly carried on. 

The Ware branch has had a successful 
year with two meetings each month and 
various social affairs. 

The director for Berlin, Clinton, Hopedale, 
Leominster, Mendon, Northborough, and 
Uxbridge reported that all seemed more than 
usually prosperous. Berlin has suppers and 
reads papers and is a power in the com- 
munity. At Clinton each member earned a 
dollar to be given to the appeals. Hopedale 
does good work along literary lines and fel- 
lowship, and codperation is largely de- 
veloped. The 110 members are much alive. 
At Leominster the Alliance helps in all 
church activities, aiding financially both 
church and Sunday-school. Mendon has a 
small branch, but ‘‘ keeps the church alive 
and is a grand working body.’ The direc- 
tor says Mendon and Berlin have never 
failed to send the expected report of every 
meeting. Northborough branch has a mem- 
bership of fifty-two and is prosperous. It 
has attended to local needs, helping to 
paint the church, enlarge the chureh kit- 
chen, and repair the parsonage. It keeps 
in close touch with the National organiza- 
tion, sending delegates to meetings and 
letters of greeting to new branches. Oa Bae! 
outlook of this branch is one of progression, 
hope, and encouragement.” The branch at 
Uxbridge has done its usual fine work. It 
gives an hour to literary subjects at each 
meeting. Has increased its membership, and 
given as usual towards church expenses. It 
sent a contribution to the Italian sufferers. 
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The Athol branch reports this its best 
year for interest and good attendance, nine 
new members being added. ‘‘ Each meet- 
ing is marked for its sociability and friend- 
liness.”” Barre fears it is in a rut, as it 
does the same thing year after year, but 
the meetings appear to have been well at- 
tended and interesting. Fitchburg branch 
has much local talent and has discussed 
many vital topics. Post Office Mission and 
Cheerful Letter well sustained, and contri- 
butions made in response to appeals. The 
Gardner branch is a busy one, working for 
various charities and raising money, but 
has found time to study the Lives of Uni- 
tarian Writers, and derived much pleasure 
therefrom. 

The editor cannot forego the pleasure of 
presenting nearly the whole of the report 
from Petersham, as it illustrates the Alli- 
ance spirit. ‘‘ When our branch was organ- 
ized about two years ago, we resolved to 
carry out a literary program, and if possible 
take up a course of study. Some of our 
neighbors in nearby branches listened to 
our enthusiasm, then wisely shook their 
heads and said, ‘Yes, we have tried that, 
but the ladies soon lost their interest in it, 
and before we realized it our meetings be- 
came just social sewing meetings and the 
study part was omitted... However, we 
chose a good, live, enthusiastic committee, 
who have certainly carried out their part 
nobly. The study of Hymns and Hymn 
Writers has been taken up and the pro- 
grams have required an hour and a half 
instead of the allotted hour, having usually 
two papers, concerning the author’s life and 
religious training, quotation slips read by 
every one, and several hymns sung by all 
present. So enthusiastic is our branch that 
the other meeting in the month which was 
designed merely for sewing has been ap- 


propriated for reading the Word and 
Work, and extracts from the Christian 
Register, and darkness usually overtakes 


us before we are ready to close the meet- 
ing. Our branch numbers about forty, and 
we feel that we are accomplishing as good 
a work 4S we can.” 

Ayer, Chelmsford, Groton, Littleton, Low- 
ell, Pepperell, Shirley, and Westford report 
to one director, who told a story of good 
work at the board meeting. Bach branch 
meets regularly and several do much to 
help in church expenses. Charitable and 
kindly deeds are reported, neighborhood 
meetings held, and gifts sent for fairs and 
sales. The social cup of tea has become an 
institution, but the study class is not omit- 
ted. Lowell has increased its membership 
to 34 and accomplishes much in all ways. 
Westford has also a larger membership and 
Ayer reports opening all meetings with re- 
ligious exercises. 


The Beverly branch holds a short de- 
votional service after the business and be- 
fore the address of the afternoon. Its 
membership has reached two hundred. The 
Haverhill branch has had fine papers and 
has sent books to the Dunbarton library. 
Lawrence has a good Post Office Mission and 
Cheerful Letter Exchange, and does much to 
help the church. The Lynn branch has sent 
something to each appeal recommended by 
the board and is anticipating with interest 
the meeting of the New England Associate 
Alliance in June, to be held in Lynn. New- 
buryport has increased in members and 
some of the younger ones have formed a 
sewing school for poor children. Has an 
interesting Post Office Mission. The An- 
dover branch reports a flourishing condition, 
but working to put its church and vestry in 
good repair. 


At Gloucester the branch has been study- 
ing Paul, with speakers and readings. Has 
given $206.45 to the church and collected 
$40 for the American Unitarian Association. 
Has good Post Office Mission and Cheerful 
Letter committees. Marblehead branch has 
much social life, has sent money to Chel- 
sea and elsewhere, and paid for all the 
music in church. Each of the three branch- 
es in Salem meets twice a month, union 
meetings being held in rotation with the 
First and Second Churches. All appeals 
and requests are answered and good Alli- 
ance work done in all departments. 


The branch at Brewster has been busily 
engaged with the new parish ‘house, Davis 
Memorial Building, dedicated January 13, 
by the first meeting, and a supper. The 
branch gave $200 towards the building, has 
bought a carpet for the church, paid for 
repairs on the organ, and done many other 
things to the surprise even of themselves. 
At Brockton the branch meets fortnightly 
and ‘‘ be the program what it may, this fact 
is not lost sight of, that we are trying to 
promote the religious life of our church.” 
The branch does good Post Office Mission 
and Cheerful Letter work, and pays for a 
Memorial Pew in the church. The branch 
at Bridgewater meets regularly at the homes 
of members with study and readings, alter- 
nating with the sewing circle. East Bridge- 
water has had few meetings but has dis- 
tributed sermons and books. The Middle- 
boro branch has accomplished much, pay- 
ing a pledge of $200 towards the support of 
the church and furnishing the parlor. A 
flourishing Junior Alliance has been formed. 
Rockland reports full meetings and some 
Cheerful Letter work. 

The Sandwich branch meets at the homes 
with a simple tea. The proceeds of a sale 
were expended for a Christmas entertain- 
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ment for the Sunday-school. Whitman, 
with a membership of fifty, has very fine 
meetings, each one being in charge of an 
appointed member. A children’s party and 
Christmas social for the Sunday-school have 
been conducted by the branch. 


Duxbury, Green Harbor, Plymouth, Hing- 
ham, Kingston, and Scituate have had a 
prosperous Alliance year, the open winter 
favoring a large attendance at meetings. 
Plymouth, the largest branch, has a mem- 
bership of one hundred. Plymouth and 
Kingston branches meet once a week, the 
others twice a month, with the exception of 
the Hingham branch, made up of the three 
churches, which has one meeting in the 
month. Plymouth has considered Hymns 
and Hymn Writers in its religious study 
elasses, and Kingston has had a class for 
Bible study. Plymouth, Kingston, Hing- 
ham, and Duxbury do Cheerful Letter 
Work. Some Post Office Mission work is 
done in Duxbury and Hingham. Hingham 
and Plymouth branches, belonging to pros- 
perous churches, have responded generously 
to the appeals. The chief energies of the 
others are given to their own churches. 
Scituate pays for a coach to carry people 
to church and parish meeting. Kingston 
branch gives $200 toward the minister’s 
salary, pays for the church music, and has 
done much charitable work. Duxbury raised 
money for the Sunday-school and choir and 
gave $250 to the church, shingled the parish 
house, repaired windows, had electric lights 
installed, and paid the organist. The Green 
Harbor Alliance is the mainstay and sup~ 
port of the little chapel there. ‘‘ We have 
had the parsonage put in repair, papered 
and painted inside, and it did look fine 
when the new minister and family took 
possession. To-morrow we are to have 
a painting bee. All the men from Brant 
Rock and our village expect to give us a 
day painting the parsonage, church, and 
parish house. You have no idea how inter- 
ested all the people are in our church and 
Alliance.” 


New Bedford reports, ‘‘no one will be 
absent from an Alliance meeting if it is 
possible to be present.” The director has 
invited her ten branches to meet in New 
Bedford and the courtesy has been returned 
by other branches. The pledge for $50 for 
Southern work has been renewed for five 
years, $25 sent for the flood sufferers, and 
a personal gift of $25 to Rev. W. S. Key in 
appreciation of his faithfulness and zeal. 
About $200 has been appropriated to other 
appeals. Dighton is earnest and interested, 
and Eastondale is an encouragement to the 
director, as whatever is done is quite satis- 
factory and in touch with all the work. 


The Fairhaven branch is harmonious and 
happy. Has made various appropriations 
to appeals and renewed its pledge for South- 
ern work. Taunton has held meetings with 
excellent topics for discussion and good 
speakers. Nantucket reports an instructive 
Lincoln Day, with reminiscences and anec- 
dotes by members. Fall River has the larg- 
est membership in its history, has raised 
much money, and has shown activity and 
interest in all branches of Alliance work. 
Has paid $390 on church debt, given the 
Sunday-school $40, bought 120 new chairs for 
the vestry, etc. Norton also has spent much 
on its own church, but has sent one dollar to 
each appeal in ‘‘ Word and Work.” All meet- 
ings are open, with friends invited. North 
Baston has well-attended meetings, and has 
contributed to several appeals. A committee 
called The Ladies’ Aid has been established 
to attend to social and financial matters. 
At Vineyard Haven the members do much 
work for fairs, meeting twice each month. 


The director for Norfolk County reported 
for eighteen branches, each in its own way 
active and interested. 

Braintree reports that the all-day sewing 
meetings have a better attendance than the 
afternoon meetings, devoted this year to a 
miscellaneous program. They have a long 
list of very active committees, including all 
the various interests of the church. The 
First Parish, Brookline, has been studying 
Religious Leaders through papers prepared 
by members. It has the third largest roll- 
call, having 181 members. Last year they 
gave $260.75 to the American Unitarian Asso- 
ciation for anniversary week and provided 
entertainment for four ministers. Second 
Parish, Brookline, holds all-day meetings 
once a month with luncheon. It has active 
committees for Cheerful Letter, Post Office 
Mission, Benevolence, ete. At Canton the 
branch has had a very successful winter. 
Have appropriated money to Southern Cir- 
cuit, Green Harbor, Hanska, Iowa City, and 
support a traveling library at present lo- 
cated in Harpswell. Cohasset is having its 
usual good year, living up to Alliance ideals. 
Both Post Office Mission and Cheerful Let- 
ter committees are very much alive. 

Dedham conceived a wise plan this year 
and had its neighborhood meeting in the 
fall, which did not conflict with the numer- 
ous similar meetings which come in the 
spring. Every year this branch purchases 
certain books of religious or ethical char- 
acter which it lends to the members. The 
disbursements have been $110 to Alliance 
interests and $260 to the church. Dover is 
hoping for a minister and the women of the 
Alliance are doing their best to keep things 
going. They have held a fair, netting $325, 
and have answered all appeals for fairs. 
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Hyde Park is to be congratulated upon the 
ordination of a new minister, and every- 
thing looks most encouraging for all church 
work. The branch has taken the Sunday- 
school under’ its supervision and provided 
a superintendent. Milton has a fine Post 
Office Mission, which has sent out 1,658 
sermons this year. They have raised $203 
by a course of three lectures given in the 
parish house. They have made Mr. Steb- 
bins a life member of the American Uni- 
tarian Association, and subscribe for the 
“Christian Register’’ for Milton Library 
and Hast Milton Reading Room, also pay 
for the advertisement of Sunday preaching 
in ‘‘ Boston Transcript.’”” The Religious In- 
telligence Committee keeps the branch in- 
formed on all that happens of interest in 
ali denominations. 

Needham has a sewing meeting and open 
meeting alternately. Has answered all 
“Word and Work” appeals and supply the 
church music and flowers. 

Quincy has an average attendance of fifty. 
The program has been entirely miscellane- 
ous this year. The Cheerful Letter com- 
mittee is very active. Have purchased a 
rocking-chair for the men’s room at the 
Alms House, and have subscribed for the 
“Christian Register’ to be put in the 
Public Library. As usual money has been 
raised by the pledge system. Randolph has 
a new minister. Their chief energy finan- 
cially has to be directed towards the 
church. They have a traveling library at 
Vineyard Haven and send pledges to South- 
ern Circuit. Sharon has been trying by 
entertainments to raise money to cover the 
church cushions and buy a new carpet and 
feels much encouraged. Sherborn holds 
meetings from September to July inclusive. 
Annual current expenses are much helped 
and this year it will wipe out a debt of 
long standing. This branch stands for 
everything social and charitable in the 
church and largely in the town. Walpole 
opens its season always with a Harvest 
Fair, which was very successful this year. 
The Alliance is a great aid to the church. 
Wellesley Hills began its year with a 
musicale and reception. The branch has 
given $325 to the church and pays for the 
support of two boys at Morgan Memorial. 
Westwood is active in many ways, doing 
much for the church, also helping the 
Southern Circuit work. Wollaston, under 
an efficient president, is doing much. Books 
have been sent to Mr. Key in North Caro- 
lina and to Murphy, North Carolina, to 
start a library for 400 children. At a sale 
$944.76 was cleared, $100 of this being given 
the church. The program for the year has 
had for its main subject, Constructive Re- 
ligion. 


The director for Suffolk County reported 
for thirteen branches as_ follows: Six 
branches in Dorchester, two in Roxbury, 
Jamaica Plain, West Roxbury, Roslindale, 
Brighton, and South Boston. The large pro- 
portion have all-day meetings, and serve 
luncheon, while those which meet in the 
afternoon usually serve tea, and spend a 
social half-hour. Four branches have found 
that meeting in the homes has been very 
beneficial in enabling new members to be- 
come acquainted and securing a larger at- 
tendance. Five of the smaller branches are 
little more than the old-fashioned sewing 
circle, doing no Alliance work, with the ex- 
ception of giving to fairs, attending meet- 
ings of the New England Alliance, and visit- 
ing other branches in response to invita- 
tions. Two branches only make it a prac- 
tice to listen to papers on religious sub- 
jects. The members have been very dili- 
gent in raising money by the usual methods, 
such as fairs, suppers, penny strips, theat- 
ricals, Old Maid Conventions, Grand- 
mothers’ Albums, Automobile Trips Around 
the World, etc. About $2,000 has been gath- 
ered in this way. It is encouraging that 
ten branches adopted the pledge system and 
four others asked for direct contributions of 
money, in addition to the various entertain- 
ments. Six branches have paid into their 
respective church treasuries from $100 to 
$500 dollars each. The branch at the First 
Parish, Dorchester, has made the follow- 
ing ruies: First, That the Alliance, being a 
religious organization, papers, addresses, 
and programs shall be confined to religious 
lines. Secondly, That no sum of money 
over $5 shall be voted for any purpose not 
endorsed as an appeal by the National 
Board. Thirdly, No new business. shall 
come before the meetings without previous 
consultation with the president. 

One small branch reports that the min- 
ister is usually present during a part of 
each meeting, and speaks to them of some 
new and interesting activity in the Uni- 
tarian body. Another reports the publish- 
ing of a sermon of its minister. 

At All Souls’, Roxbury, the minister con- 
ducts a study class, assisted by members 
who contribute papers or read. This branch 
not only lends its papers but lends its 
members to read them. These thirteen 
branches have a membership of over 500, 
several having increased this year. 

Nine branches in Boston, with Chelsea, 
Revere, and Winthrop, are in charge of one 
director. At Arlington Street an immense 
amount of work is done and the branch is 
noted for its large and well conducted Post 
Office Mission. All church committees re- 
port to the Alliance. The Disciples branch 
has had valuable papers written by mem- 
bers on psychological subjects. The Post 
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Offic. fission, conducted by Miss Clarke, 
is really colossal, and all other committees 
active. The branch at the South Con- 
gregational Church joins in every line of 
work and has responded to every appeal. 
The same may be said of Bulfinch Place 
branch, where the Study Class has taken 
Hymns and Hymn Writers. The branch 
at the First Church, Boston, has held four 
meetings of interest with addresses on 
Hymns. At the Second Church the Post 
Office Mission has gathered two groups, in 
Michigan and Indiana, which promise well 
for future organization as Unitarian socie- 
ties. King’s Chapel reports meetings, with 
addresses and discussions of interest. The 
book room is a flourishing feature, many 
books and magazines being called for. Unity 
Circle without a church preserves its iden- 
tity, meeting monthly and joining in all 
Alliance work. Many of the members be- 
long to two and some to three branches. 
Chelsea has not abandoned work since the 
great fire, but meets each month at the 
home of the president. The Winthrop 
branch meets nearly every week with 
“splendid attendance.’”’ For the first time 
the members have written papers and alto- 
gether it is an enthusiastic body of women. 


Rhode Island. First Congregational Alli- 
ance Branch, Providence, holds two meet- 
ings a month, a business meeting in the 
morning followed by luncheon, after which 
the time is devoted to the study of “ Great 
Hymns of our Faith and their Authors.’ 

The second meeting is addressed by dif- 
ferent speakers with varied subjects. 

$25 has ben appropriated to Andover, N. 
H., $15 to Iowa City, $25 to Red Cross Society 
for Italian sufferers, $5 to Derby, Conn., 
$10 to Boys’ Club in Olneyville, R. I., $50 
for Southern Circuit, and a considerable 
sum for parish house furnishings. Cheer- 
ful Letter committee is doing fine work. 
The Post Office Mission has received 55 


applications for literature this year from an 
advertisement in the ‘‘ Scientific American.” 
The Westminster Alliance, Providence, 
has this year added nine new members, Biv- 
ing a membership of 72. “A luncheon and 
reception was given to Miss Low, after 
which we listened to an interesting talk on 
the real object and usefulness of the Alli- 
ance. Thanksgiving sale and supper netted 
about $175. The annual supper of the church 
was given also by the Alliance. A splendid 
course of lectures, five in number, have been 
given under the auspices of the Alliance, 
from which we hope to clear $200. 

During the summer months the ladies 
each tried to save as many feet of pennies 
as possible, and this penny fund amounted 
to $38. 

Our Woodbury Club are to join us as an 
auxiliary, and we are much pleased as this 
club does such a lot of good work, that 
there should be a record of it kept.” 

The seven members of the Olney Street 
Branch, Providence, have met regularly 
each month, doing some work for the Dis- 
trict Nursing Association, sending some- 
thing to all fairs and sales where help has 
been asked, doing some reading, and always 


having a very pleasant afternoon. ‘ We 
have done nothing to /make money this 
year.”’ 


Newport Branch is holding regular meet- 
ings twice each month. One meeting is 
devoted to a report, ete., and the other 
to the general subject of famous Unitarian 
preachers. The Alliance has placed tract 
racks in the vestibules of the church. 
Mite bags yielded $13.32, and a lecture given 
by Mr. John C. Abbott of Boston netted 
$58.28. The New England Associate Alliance 
was entertained on October 25. Articles 
have been sent for seven sales. A second 
traveling library of 60 volumes sent to 
Dover, N. C., a bag filled and sent to Mor- 
gan Memorial. Post Office Mission and 
Cheerful Letter committees doing excellent 
work. 
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Miss GracE R. Torr, Secretary 


Mr. O. ARTHUR McMourpDIE£, Treasurer 


Board of Directors’ Monthly 
Meeting 


The eighth regular meeting of the 
Board of Directors for 1908-09, was 


held in Room 11, 25 Beacon 
Street, Boston, Mass., on Tues- 
day, March 2, 1909, at 1 po. 
President Saunderson presided, and 


there were present: Miss Burrage, Miss 
Taylor, Mr. Harwood, Mr. Sharples, 
Mr. Sturtevant, Mr. Wahlberg, and 
the Secretary. 

The report of the secretary for the 
February meeting was read and ap- 
proved. 

In the absence of the treasurer, his 
monthly report was read by the presi- 
dent. 


Voted: to approve the report of the 
treasurer, 


The secretary, for the Sales Commit- 
tee, reported 206 copies of the February 
Unitarian and 87 annual subscriptions 
ordered, with eight copies of the Feb- 
ruary number sold in the office. 

Copies of the different letters, sent to 
127 union presidents, to 113 ministers 
with unions, and to 237 ministers witho 
unions, were distributed to the members 
of the Board and explained by the presi- 
dent. To these last were sent blanks 
for data concerning any young people’s 
~ societies not now affiliated. The results 
so far received from these unaffiliated 


societies were reported also by the presi- 
dent. 


Voted: to approve the month’s bills. 


The secretary read a letter from Mr. 
Herbert I. Foster, the clerk of the 
Second Church, Boston, Mass., agree- 
ing to our use of the church for the 
annual meeting. No definite arrange- 
ments have as yet been made regarding 
the evening meeting. 


The secretary reported for Miss 
Floyd regarding the progress of the Fair 
Committee, saying thar Mrs. W. Scott 
Fitz will serve as Honorary President, 
the general committee is to consist of six 
others besides Miss Floyd, four tables 
have already been taken, the preliminary 
circulars are ready for distribution, and 
the outlook is encouraging. 

As there was no further business, 


Voted: to adjourn. 


Grace R. Torr, 
Secretary. 


Boston Federation 


The mid-year meeting of the Boston 
Federation was held on the afternoon 
and evening of February 28, 1909, at 
Wollaston, Mass. 

The afternoon meeting was devoted 
entirely to business. 

Voted: to carry on the Hospitality Work 
for Anniversary Week, as has been done the 
past few years. 

Voted: to have the president authorize a 
committee of one to sign the constitution of 
the Missionary Exposition for 1910, provided, 


that on reading the same, it was considered 
advisable. 


An interesting incident of this meet- 
ing was the evident lack of a desire to 
omit any of these business meetings. 
This was manifest when the question 
was asked, “‘ Shall we omit one of these 
meetings?” Although no formal vote 
was taken the unanimous opinion seemed 
to be that we needed them all. This is 
a very encouraging sign and proves con- 
clusively that the federation is of value. 

During the evening meeting the 
unions presented very interesting reports. 
There were 128 delegates accounted for, 
but altogether there was an audience of 
over 200. 

Rev. Samuel McChord Crothers, 
D.D., of Cambridge, Mass., spoke on 
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“’The Romance of the Moral Life and 
the Spiritual Life of the Church.” 
The next meeting will be the annual 
meeting on April 25, at All Souls’ 
Church, Roxbury. Full details will be 
announced later. 
O. ArrHuR McCuroiz, 


Secretary. 


Contributions 


Since last reported in these columns, 
the following sums have been con- 
tributed to the National Union: 


Previously reported .......-..seeeeseeeee $263 50 
SAM CO VOI Not Ein cise caceaccbiiesisee sien sinonas 1 00 
Beverly; Mass. ..........cc.n cece ese cneees 10 00 
Boston, Mass., Herford Club .......... 5 00 
Bast Bridgewater, Mass..............++ 5 00 
West Bridgewater, Mass...........-...-: 2 00 
(OPE beck Urge le Cer Qeictinie Jenn Henino canted 2 00 
Ghariestown, Ni Ey vice iec ect ccesc sew eces 5 00 
Cohasset, MASS. 2.2.2. - occ ew em aaninecss cece 5 00 
BBP SUTPECUVIN cOINGS) Fl Malainso:s cre, oicie wel fainrs «leisle esis sie 0is« 5 00 
(Gani, dices a peendnaneeODnogEaadaoorcaaoeT 2 00 
Miss Ella H. JomeS .....-...eeeeeeeeeeene 5 00 
Lowell, MASS. .......0.00s-s secs cece teense 2 00 
West Roxbury, MASS. ......-+--+eeeeeeee 6 00 
Taunton, MASS. ...e.ecsereeeesceeeeececnees 5 00 
Walpole, Mass. ......+2+----ceeseceeeeceees 5 00 
Winchendon, MASS. .......-:--eee reer cece 3 00 
WONT OI OV Gal snc ciate cain ce’ aisiaioiniolssccind o> ols 5 00 
Teva CAR Sanson okeo bb eastinaor pactodcgvecanbE $336 50 


The following sums have been cor- 
tributed to Urbana, IIL.: 


Neponset, Mass. ..-.+-+eeereesteererercees $1 00 
Worcester, Mass. (So. Wnitariam) an. aa 3 00 
MUG alle soe aseiers ols w lale bio elasn nie wrriafoinioie oleisioie nie p:e ine $4 00 


The following sume have been con- 


tributed for Field Work: 


Bast Boston, MASS. .......+--sseeeereeeeers $2 00 
East Bridgewater, Mass. .....--.++++++++ 3 00 
Doe RTL SII ope sacs wsese en nije inne) alo o)njeie 0101s vivic/sieieieie's 25 00 
Groton, Mass. ....-seccceseerecereeecrscsees 3 00 
Lowell, Mass. ....cceeeeecceceeeececeereress 3 00 
Norton, Mass. ....--seecceecsesrerteeseeecess 5 00 
West Roxbury, MASS. ...---.seeeeeeeeees 5 00 
Toronto, Canada ...--.+:eseeeereeseeereees 4 00 
TPG Gell eis caste alos ctoras eiotetstale! oin’ere nisinle a sins aleMVE a arsltieiehe $50 00 


Special February “Unitarian” 


By this time the February Unitarian 
has been carefully looked over by a large 
number of the denomination. Every 


Religious Union 13 
one seems pleased with its contents and 
many complimentary things have been 
said of this special Young People’s Re- 
ligious Union number. 

Several unions have ordered a num- 
ber of copies to be distributed among 
the members; in fact, every union could 
do this to advantage. ‘The edition con- 
tains the best exposition of union work 
ever given to the public. It is not too 
late to order this February number. 
Copies can be obtained any time at 
Room 11, 25 Beacon Street, Boston, at 
the usual rate of 10 cents per single 
copy. 


Annual Meeting 


It may not be too early to attend to 
the selection of delegates to the annual 
meeting in May, as several of the or- 
ganizations do not continue their meet- 
ings much beyond the first of April. 
Young People’s Day occurs as usual on 
Thursday of Anniversary Week, May 
27, in the Second Church, Copley 
Square, Boston, and every society, hav- 
ing paid its dues for the year, is entitled 
to three voting delegates. 

The business meeting is to be called 
at 2 o'clock, and the evening meeting 
will be held as formerly in the church 
auditorium. 

It is well to plan for these matters 
now, but later on notices, with dele- 
gates’ cards, and other further particu- 
lars, will be sent the unions. 


Our Sixth Biennial Fair 


It hardly seems possible that the time 
has come around to begin preparations 
for our sixth biennial fair. 

Already circulars have reached the 
unions announcing this fact, and thus 
early chairmen for the fancy, candy, 
white, children’s, and mystery tables 
have volunteered. We still need chair- 
men for several more tables, and volun- 
teers are solicited. We always need a 
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number of helpers or assistants; so if 
one did not care to assume the chair- 
manship of a table, she might send in her 
name as an assistant. 

The fair is to be held at Hotel Ven- 
dome, probably on Wednesday, Thurs- 
day, and Friday, October 27, 28, and 
29. The place is a most convenient one, 
and we hope our friends will reserve 
the dates. 

The committee will be grateful for 
any suggestions as to tables, decorations, 
and novel features. If your church has 
held a fair and found some special 
scheme attractive and successful, kindly 
send word concerning it to the chair- 
man, Miss Floyd. 

It is hoped the federations will take 
the active part they did at the last fair; 
for the fair of 1907 would never have 
been the success it was, were it not for 
the loyal support accorded it by the 
federations. 

Several unions can unite in a table, 
even if not members of the same federa- 
tion; far-away unions can unite with 
those nearer Boston, thus adding to the 
interest and sociability. It is hoped 
every one will take an interest and write 
Miss Floyd what she intends to do. If 
unable to aid by personal service, contri- 
butions of money will be acceptable. 

The following comprise the Fair 
Committee: 

Mrs. W. 
President. 

Miss Mallie J. Floyd, Chairman, 56 
Magnolia Street, Dorchester, Mass. 

Mrs. Sanford Bates, Secretary, of the 
Lawrence Union, Third Religious 
Society, Dorchester, Mass. 

Miss Rosamond Lang, of the King’s 
Chapel Club, Boston, Mass, 

Mrs. A. Quincy Emery, Boston, 
Mass. 

Mrs. James C. Hopkins, Mr. Percy 
A. Atherton, of the Herford Club, Ar- 
lington Street Church, Boston, Mass. 

Mr. O. Arthur McMurdie, of the 
Winkley Guild, Bulfinch Place Church, 
Boston, Mass. 


Scott Fitz, Honorary 


Secretary Changes 


Below are the recent changes in secre- 
taries: 
Andover, N. H. 
(s) Mr. Oscar Mudgett. 
Carlisle, Mass. 
(s) Mrs. Alice L. Wilkins. 
Fitchburg, Mass. 
(s) Miss Martina H. Chase, 255 
Blossom Street. 
Francestown, N. H. 
(s) Miss Mary E. Colburn. 
Franklin, N. H. 
(s) Miss Lillian Currier. 
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. 
(s) Miss Lena Slocombe, 181 Locke 
Street, S. 


Union Notes 


West Bridgewater, Mass. —‘“‘ We are 
having good meetings and well attend- 
ed.” 

Franklin, (N-He— hey ee Re 
here is holding regular meetings with an 
average attendance of twenty-five, al- 
though the membership is much larger. 
The minister gives helpful talks and 
takes a great interest in the organiza- 
tion. 

Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. —“ The 
work of our Young People’s Religious 
Union is divided into three depart- 
ments, viz., devotional, literary, and 
social. The literary meetings are held 
every two weeks on Wednesday even- 
ings, the devotional on the first Sun- 
day of each month, and the social about 
once a month. Our union is doing well, 
considering the circumstances under 
which it was organized, and the length 
of time it has been in existence. We 
have been renting a piano, but now we 
feel it would be more economical to 
purchase one, if it is at all possible to 
make arrangements to do so. This is 
my special appeal. Can the National 
Y. P. R. U. give us any material aid to 
this end? The members are doing the 
best they can to make the organization 
prosper in every way.” 


Young People’s 


Medfield, Mass. — Mr. O. A. Mc- 
Murdie, the National Union Treasurer, 
visited the Medfield Union on Sunday 
evening, March 14, and spoke on 
“Faith in Our Public Men.” He re- 
ports an interested and appreciative audi- 
ence. Medfield is one of our older 
unions that has always kept up its in- 
terest — both local and national. 

W orcester, Mass. — “‘ Our own union 
is progressing finely under the leader- 
ship of a senior at Clark College. With 
his help a series of subjects has been 
worked up—of the beginning of religion, 
taking the old leaders and then working 
up to the more modern. A class of ten 
young boys, ranging in age from twelve 
to twenty, takes an active interest, hav- 
ing learned rulings and discussions in 
their Boys’ Club, so the meetings are 
very interesting. There is always some 
discussion after the paper and often 
questions are asked which are very diffi- 
cult to answer. The young people are 
all very much pleased with the new 
minister, Rev. Samuel C. Beane, Jr., 
and most of the boys have united with 
the church. The attendance at the meet- 
ings is good and the collection is always 
very fair. We have sent in our contri- 
bution this year, and I think it is the 
largest for a number of years. I ac- 
count for the interest in our Y. P. R. U. 
and other organizations in that the boys 
have a gentleman as their leader, who 
tries to do all in his power to hold 
them, they are interested in what Mr. 
Beane has to say, he being thoroughly 
interested in them, and thirdly, our 
president’s fine leadership. We are 
really ‘on our feet’ and will endeavor 
to keep there.” 


Points and Lines 


If you have held an election of officers, 
be sure to send a list of the newly- 
elected ones, with their addresses, to 
the National Secretary. 

Unions, not having yet paid their 
dues, are reminded that the books of the 
treasurer close May 1. In order to send 
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three accredited delegates to the annual 
meeting, the dues for the year must be 
paid before the meeting. Any contribu- 
tions between May 1 and the annual 
meeting, while not debarring a union 
from representation, will not appear on 
the annual printed report. 

Are you thinking of volunteering for 
an assistant at the fair next October? 
It is not too early now to notify the 
Chairman, Miss Mallie J. Floyd, 56 
Magnolia Street, Dorchester, Mass., 
of what you will do to help. 

The February number of the Uni- 
tarian is still on sale at headquarters. 
It is intended to keep a supply on hand 
for some time to come. Price 10 cents 
per copy. 

We are anxious to raise our Life 
Membership to one hundred or more be- 
fore the annual meeting. Already eighty 
two names are on the list. It would be 
a pleasant custom for a union to make 
its president or some loyal worker a Life 
Member, 2 grateful acknowledgment 
of months and perhaps years of devoted 
service. Some unions make the minister 
a Life Member in recognition of his in- 
terest and coéperation. Who will help 
make our Life Membership one hun- 
dred? 


Annual Meeting of Boston 
Federation 


The annual meeting of the Boston 
Federation will be held at All Souls’ 
Church, Roxbury, Mass., on the after- 
noon and evening of Sunday, April 25. 
The afternoon meeting will be devoted 
to the election of officers for 1909-1910 
and other business of the Federation. 
At the evening meeting the speakers 
will address the Federation on the sub- 
ject, “ Opportunities for the Young 
People in the Church of To-day,” and 
Rabbi Charles Fleischer will be among 
the number. Further details of the 
meeting will be announced later. 
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7 aca oe Rey. Louis H. Buckshorn will be held a public meeting of the 
has resigned in Concord, Unitarian Fellowship of Social Justice. 

peteonal- “N.H. Rev. W.-C. Peirce The speakers will be Mr. John Spargo, 
has received and accepted a call to West Prof. Chas. Zueblin, and Rabbi Stephen 
Somerville. Rev. W. H. Parker, of S. Wise. At the annual meeting of the 
Reading, has received an! accepted a Ministerial Union, the address will be 
call to Dedham, Mass. Rey. Hilary given by Prof. William H. Carruth, of 
Bygrave, of Belmont, Mass., has re- Lawrence, Kansas. ‘The public meet- 
ceived and accepted a call to Scituate, ing of the National Alliance of Uni- 
Mass. Rev. Alson H. Robinson, of tarian and other Christian Women will — 
Newburgh, N. Y., has received and ac-_ be addressed by Mrs. John A. Bellows, 
cepted a call to Newton Center, Mass. Mrs. John W. Day, and Rev. Edward 
Rey. James E. Wright, D.D., has re- Everett Hale. On Monday evening 
signed at Montpelier, Vt., to take effect the usual reception will be given at 
on July 9, his seventieth birthday. Rev. Hotel Somerset. Rev. Charles G. 
S. B. Snow has resigned at Palo Alto, Ames, D.D., will give the address at 
Cal. Rev. Maxwell Savage has re- the Berry Street Conference on Tuesday 
signed at Redlands, Cal. morning. The usual business sessions 
will be held on Tuesday afternoon and 
Ma The meetings of Anniver- Wednesday. Much business of interest 
Meetings; S27Y Week, to be held May and importance will be presented and 
* 23-28, promise to be of ex- discussed. At the public meeting on 
ceptional ‘interest. An excellent program ‘Tuesday evening, ex-Gov. Curtis Guild, 
has been prepared, with all parts of the Jr., will preside, and addresses will be 
country ably represented. “Two meet- given by Rey. Chas. E. St. John, of 
ings will be held on Sunday, May 23. Philadelphia, and Rev. Minot O. 
At 3 P.M., in Arlington Street Church, Simons, of Cleveland. The Anniver- 
will be held the anniversary meeting sary sermon, Wednesday evening, will 
of the Children’s Mission. Addresses be preached by Rev. Julian C. Jaynes, 
will be given by Hastings H. Hart, of» of West Newton, Mass. A public meet- 
Chicago, and Rey. Roger S. Forbes, of ing of the Young People’s Religious 
Boston. At 8 o’clock, in the same place, Union will be addressed by Rev. Edgar 
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S. Weirs, Rev. F. R. Sturtevant, Rev. 
H. C. McDougall, and Rev. H. H. 
Saunderson. It is hoped that this year, 
which is one of exceptional promise and 
opportunity to the Unitarian Church, 
there will be a large attendance at all 
of these meetings so that as many as 
possible may add to and share in the 
enthusiasm and impetus of the occa- 
sion. 


A SouthwesternRev. Charles W. Casson, 
Missionary Secretary of the Publicity 
Trip Department of the Amer- 
ican Unitarian Association, spent the 
month of March in traveling through 
the Southwestern States, having as his 
special purpose the discovery and de- 
velopment of interest in the Unitarian 
faith in new fields there. After preach- 
ing in Kansas City and addressing the 
members of the church in Wichita, Kan- 
sas, he went to Oklahoma. A number 
of meetings were held in the principal 
cities throughout the state under the 
charge of Rev. Ward R. Clarke, the 
energetic minister of the church in Okla- 
homa City. Two meetings were held 
in Shawnee, where a good number of 
enthusiastic liberals were found and 
where much interest was evident. In 
Guthrie, the capital, an excellent meet- 
ing was held in the City Hall, attended 
by many of the most prominent men 
of ihe city. A meeting in Enid was also 
of much interest, many questions being 
asked at the close of the lecture. 
The principal series, however, was 
held in Oklahoma City, where a four 
days’ campaign was carried on. Two 
meetings were held each day, and in 
spite of most unfavorable weather, good 
audiences were the rule. Three noon 
meetings were held at a down-town 
theater, which, in spite of the business 
rush of a Western city, were well at- 
tended. The first week-night meeting 
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was held in the Jewish Temple, and the 
other | two in a large vacant store on the 
main street, which had been specially 
seated for the purpose, and which, on 
the second night, was filled to the doors. 
The two services held in the Jewish 
Temple the Sunday following were 
largely attended and most successful in 
every way, many becoming interested in 
the Unitarian faith. 

From Oklahoma Mr. Casson went to 
Texas, where a number of meetings had 
been arranged by Rev. Marion F. Ham, 
minister of the Dallas Church. In 
many cities in Texas, including Austin, 
San Antonio, Fort Worth, and Hous- 
ton, are many people who have become 
Unitarians either through the Post 
Fce Mission or who carried their 
liberal faith with them from the East 
and North. Splendid opportunities are 
offered in at least six cities in this state 
for the organization of Unitarian 
churches. Nothing is needed but the 
men who will go in and do the work. 
On Sunday Mr. Casson preached in 
the Dallas Church, and in the evening 
many gathered at the home of Mr. 
Buddy for an informal social meeting. 

After attending the Southern Con- 
ference, Mr. Casson, owing to a severe 
cold, was forced to cancel four engage- 
ments of his trip and returned by way 
of Atlanta, Ga., where he assisted in the 
installation of Rev. J. W. Rowlett. 
Here conditions were found to be most 
promising in every way under the en- 
thusiastic leadership of the new min- 
ister. 

The result of the trip was to reveal 
the fact that as never before there is a 
demand for the religious message that 


we hold in trust. If we are to play 


our part in the religious work of the 


world we must do it at once. To-day 
offers us our most splendid opportunity. 
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The Scattered throughout the 
Unitarian United States and out of 
Associates. reach of any church of 

their own faith are hundreds of Uni- 
tarians who have thus got out of touch 
with the work of the Unitarian fellow- 
ship. In almost every case there is a 
desire upon the part of these isolated 
Unitarians to do something to help the 
liberal movement forward. What they 
desire is a task much more than a truth. 
In order to bring them into active fel- 
lowship with the Association and _ its 
work, what is known as “ The Uni- 
tarian Associates”? has been established. 
It aims to enlist the active support of all 
who wish to contribute in some way to 
the furtherance of the Unitarian move- 
ment. 

The following pledge is signed by 
every Associate: ‘‘ Believing in the prin- 
ciples of freedom and progress in re- 
ligion, and realizing the need of their 
declaration and adoption in the personal 
and social life of to-day, I hereby be- 
come an active member of The Uni- 
tarian Associates, pledging myself to the 
advancement of the Unitarian move- 
ment by all means within my power.” 

The purpose is thus stated: ‘“‘ The 
Unitarian Associates are those who, for 
purposes of comradeship and codpera- 
tion, wish to take active part in the 
declaration and diffusion of Unitarian 
principles. Upon the payment of one 
dollar or more to the American Uni- 
tarian Association, each Unitarian Asso- 
ciate will receive the monthly official 
publication, WorpD AND Work, notices 
of annual and special meetings, and a 
copy of the annual report.” 

It is proposed to make an amendment 
to the by-laws of the Association, where- 
by a Unitarian Associate will become 
a member for a year of the Association 
and entitled to all its privileges. It 
this plan can be successfully carried out, 
it will result in the enlistment of many 
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Unitarians who at the present time are 
not doing anything to aid the general 
work, 


_.. It is proposed to print one 

Fupuety more lot of local editions of 
Campaign. “The Church of the Mod- 
ern Spirit’ for use in publicity cam- 
paigns, as already outlined in Worp 
AND Work. If any church wishes to 
avail itself of the offer of the Publicity 
Department, and have such an edition 
printed with a special last page, ex- 
tending the invitation of the local 
church, it will be necessary to act at 
once, as these will be printed not later 
than the roth of May. Already 46,000 
copies of this booklet have been circu- 
lated, and reports come from many 
points of the effectiveness of the work 
done. Its systematic distribution in the 
vicinity of a Unitarian church invariably 
results in increased attendance and in- 
terest. Nothing is asked of the local 
church except a pledge that such 
systematic distribution will be carried 
out. 


NOTES 


In Salem, Mass., a most successful 
series of union evening services has been 
held during the last winter. The three 
churches in the city have united, three 
services being held in each. Much in- 
terest was aroused, and the attendance 
ranged from 150 to 350. 


The church in New London, Conn., 
is rejoicing over the recent gift of a 
fine new organ, which will add greatly 
to the effectiveness of the service. 


In Lawrence, Kansas, arrangements 
have been made to install a new organ, 
to be known as the “ Howland Memo- 
rial Organ.” It will be erected in the 
church about the middle of June. 


* 
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An event of much interest during 
the last month has been the opening and 
dedication of a handsome new parish 
house erected by the Woman’s Alliance 
_ of the Church in New Orleans. ‘This 
has been done entirely by the Alliance, 
and is to be used for Sunday-school and 
social purposes and as their head- 
quarters and meeting place. ‘This 
parish house will add greatly to the 
efficiency of the church in the city and 
fills a need long felt. 


A correspondent from Atlanta, Ga., 
writes: “The most interesting and 
profitable event of the year for the 
Unitarian church in Atlanta was the 
installation of its new minister, Rev. 
J. W. Rowlett, D.D., on March 28. 
Rev. Chas. W. Casson and Rev. Henry 
Wilder Foote, who were in attendance 
at the Conference at New Orleans, gave 
the charge. ‘The congregation was more 
than pleased with these visitors and 
gave them a warm welcome. Rev. Mr. 
Foote preached a fine sermon on in- 
dividual spirituality in the morning. At 
night, his charge to the minister was 
earnest and full of advice and inspira- 
tion. Mr. Casson’s charge was prac- 
tical and also felicitous, often bringing 
a smile to the faces of his hearers. Rev. 
Dean Ellenwood, of the Universalist 
Church, in a most pleasant speech, 
warned Dr. Rowlett of the difficulties 
which beset the path of a liberal min- 
ister in an orthodox community. Al- 
though only in charge of the church for 
a few months, Dr. Rowlett has added 
many to the congregation and endeared 
himself to its members by his earnest- 
ness and zeal. His sermons are being 
criticized by the orthodox and being 
replied to in such a manner as shows 
that he possesses the right Unitarian 
spirit.” 


{ 
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The meetings of the People’s Forum, 


held in the Third Unitarian Church, 
Dorchester, Mass., during this last win- 
ter, have been of much interest. Each 
Sunday some special topic has been 
treated by a speaker specially qualified, 
and afterwards the meeting has been 
thrown open for discussion. ‘This has 
introduced a degree of democracy into 
the meeting which has been much ap- 
preciated, and which has added greatly 
to the effectiveness of result. 


Rev. Milton R. Kerr is having ex- 
cellent success in his work at Greeley, 
Colo. His sane interpretation of re- 
ligion in terms of social duty is result- 
ing in a new and wholesome interest in 
the church life and a new enthusiasm of 
ambition and action. 


In Sioux City, Ia., a series of nature 
sermons, illustrated by the stereopticon, 
are being given by Rev. M. B. Town- 
send. He is an enthusiastic nature 
student and lover, and believes that 
such study is conducive to the develop- 
ment of the highest feelings and forces. 
A neat mailing card effectively an- 
nounces the series. 


In Wellington, New Zealand, a Uni- 
tarian church has just been organized, 
as the result of the work of Rev. Tudor 
Jones. Already there is a membership 
of two hundred, including many promi- 
nent people, a site has been bought, and 
a building will be erected at once. 


An interesting instance of church co- 
operation is the publication of a union 
church calendar in Billerica, Mass., 
where the Unitarian, Congregational, 
and two Baptist churches combine in 
printing a neat monthly announcement 
of their union and separate services. 


Rev. Charles W. Wendte, Secretary 
of Foreign Relations of the American 
Unitarian Association, sails for Europe, 


—— 
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June 1, on the “Ivernia.” Mr. 
Wendte will visit various Unitarian 
countries, — England, Holland, and 
France, — to arouse interest among our 
foreign allies in the Fifth Congress of 
the International Council of Unitarian 
and Other Religious Liberals, which is 
to be held at Berlin in early August, 
1910, and to confer with the local Ger- 
man Committees in Berlin, Cologne, 
Hanover, and Bremen. ‘Together with 
ex-Governor Guild of Massachusetts, 
he will represent the American Uni- 
tarian Association at the 350th Anni- 
versary of the University and Theo- 
logical Seminary at Geneva, Switzer- 
land, founded by John Calvin, — in 
response to its official invitation. Mr. 
Wendte will also attend the 500th An- 
niversary of the University of Leipzig. 
On June 13 he preaches in Liverpool, 
England. He will be away a little over 
two months. 


The Social Service Lib- 
rary is in charge of the 
Department of Social and 
Public Service, and is for 
the use of ministers, members of 
Alliances, Sunday-school workers, study 
classes, Post Office Mission corre- 
spondents, and others who may wish to 
use it. The use of the library is free 
and books will be sent to any person 
desiring them, the borrower to pay re- 
turn postage. 

The following are the rules of the 
library: 

Borrowers may have no more than 
two books from the library at the same 
time. 

In asking for books, to avoid mistakes, 
please give titles as well as numbers. 

Books may be kept two weeks from 
the time they are received. By special 
request they may be renewed for a simi- 
lar period, provided that no application 
for them is on file at the library. 


Department of 
Social and 
Public Service. 


Books marked with * may be con- 
sulted at the Library, but will not be 
sent out. 

Address: : 

Department of Social and Public — 
Service, 
25 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass. 


- 
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Within the last month the Secretary 
has preached at the First Church and 
the Westminster Church, Providence, 
R. I. on subjects in the province of the 
Department, and has spoken to the 
Alliances of Fall River, Framingham, 
Lowell, and Belmont, Mass. 


Mr. Forbes will be glad to make en- 
gagements now for next fall. He will 
address Alliances on Social Service and 
Woman’s Interest in Social Welfare. He 
will have a lecture on the “ Problem of 
the City and the Church,” another, il- 
iustrated by the stereopticon, on ‘“‘ How 
Some People Live and How ‘They 
Might Live,” and other lectures and 
addresses on kindred topics. 


The Tuckerman School 
reopened April 6 after a 
recess of one week. The 
courses of lectures are continuing on 
Thursday and Saturday of each week, 
and, in addition, a course in Church His- 
tory on Friday mornings is being given. 
This is exceedingly interesting and valu- 
able and forms the background for the 
study of History of Development of 
Unitarian Churches which will be given 
next year. 

At the meeting of the Board of Direc- 
tors, held March 8, a committee was 
appointed to make arrangements for the 
closing exercises of the school, which 
will be held May 19. Further notice 
of these exercises will be given in the 
Christian Register. 


Tuckerman 
School. 
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“Jasper Douthit’s Story: 
The Autobiography of a 

Ren arae Pioneer,” has just been 
published. It is the unique and dram- 
atic life of a Unitarian preacher and 
reformer, told by himself with charac- 
teristic simplicity and unaffected mod- 
esty. From the time he ran away from 
home as a boy to satisfy an early yearn- 
ing for an education down to the present 
hour, his life has abounded in interest- 
ing and sometimes exciting episodes. As 
a lecturer, temperance reformer, anti- 
slavery advocate, and _ missionary 
preacher, and finally as the founder and 
developer of the Lithia Springs Chau- 
tauqua, his book is a stimulating record 
of human endeavor joined with trium- 
phant Christian faith. 


Publication 


Another spring publication is ‘‘ Whose 
Son Is Christ?” by Frederick Delitzsch, 
widely known as the author of “ Babel 
and Bible.” ‘The liberal German theo- 
logian’s point of view is naturally 
taken, and the writer examines carefully 
the original sources in the light of mod- 
ern scholarship with reference to their 
bearing upon this question. The method 
of research is free from preconceived 
notions and religious prejudice, and al- 
though the author has a conclusion, it 
is not reached by distorted inquiry or a 
predetermined goal. 


Of musical publications, ‘‘ Choir 
Hymns” and “ Choir Chorals” are an- 
nounced as ready. ‘These, as_ their 


names indicate, are intended primarily 
for choirs in our liberal churches, and 
are made up of hymns and tunes not 
altogether unfamiliar. “The hymns and 
tunes of the ‘“‘ Choir Hymns” are meant 
to be sung, as a rule, without accom- 
paniment. They are not intended to dis- 
courage. congregational singing, how- 
ever, but it is believed that this form of 
choir singing can be made especially ex- 
pressive of the faith and hope of Chris- 
tian people and an aid to their worship. 

The “ Choir Chorals” are selected 
from the German Chorals and the Old 
English Psalter. These, too, are re- 
printed from ‘‘ Hymns of the Ages.” 
These chorals have a simplicity and dig- 
nity which makes them especially fitted 
for impressing the thought and feeling 
of Scripture, prayer, and sermon. They 
are admirably adapted to congregational 
singing, and are found in almost all 
good hymn books, but they are pecu- 
liarly effective when sung by a well- 
balanced and suitably trained chorus or 
quartette choir. “The words set to the 
chorals in this collection are not medi- 
tative hymns or rhymed didactics. They 
are hymns of praise and prayer, ad- 
dressed to the object of worship, and 
they are printed in every case as the 
authors wrote them. 

Sample copies of both the “ Choir 
Hymns ” and the “ Choir Chorals” for 
examination with reference to choir use 
can be had by addressing the Publica- 
tion Department of the American Uni- 
tarian Association. 


The interest and inspiration of the May’ Meetings depend largely 
upon the number who meet. 


r National Alliance of 
Unitarian and Other Liberal Christian Hlomen 


* - Headquarters: Room 10, 25 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass. 


Miss Emma ©. Low, President 
153 State St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Mrs. Lucta CLapp Noyes, Treasurer 
Mattapan, Mass. 


Mrs. Emity A. FIFIELD, Rec. Sec., 

4 Ashland St., Dorchester, Mass. 
Mrs. Ropert H. Davis, Cor. Sec., 

19 East 44th St., New York | 


Miss FLORENCE EVERETT, Clerk. Office hours 9.30 A.M. to 4 P.M. 


All branches should give attention to 
the call for the annual meeting, which 
this year is of much importance, as vice- 
presidents and directors for the next two 
years are to be elected. If possible, dele- 
gates should attend the meeting, other- 
wise ballots with credentials should be 
sent to the recording secretary in time to 
be counted. 

The public meeting on May 24, in 
the afternoon, promises to be of unusual 
interest. Addresses will be given by 
Mrs. John A. Bellows on “ Children 
and Old Testament Stories,” Mrs. H. 
T. Comstock on “ Children’s Literature 
from an Ethical Standpoint,” and Mrs. 
John W. Day on “ Characteristic 
Forces of the Alliance.” Every one in- 
terested is cordially invited to attend. 

The annual meeting is also an open 
meeting to all those who care to hear 
the reports of the various committees 
and the business to be transacted. 


The Executive Board held its regular 
meeting on April 9 with fourteen pre- 
sent. 

The Nominating Committee present- 
ed the ballot to be voted on at the an- 
nual meeting, and appreciation of its 
work was expressed by the board. 

The Cheerful Letter Committee re- 
ported good results from posters placed 
in third and fourth class post-offices in 
the West. The resignation from the com- 
mittee of Miss Susan A. Whiting, now 
Mrs. Ives, was received with regret, but 
with the assurance of continued interest 
in her new home. 

Full reports of the Southern Associate 
Alliance meeting, held in connection 


with the conference at New Orleans, 
March 23-25, were received. ‘The ses- 
sion was presided over by Miss Harriet 
E. Spalding, of Dallas, Texas, and 
proved to be an instructive and inspiring 
meeting. ‘‘ There was but little time 
for discussion, as every one wished first 
to hear all about the Southern Circuits 
from Mrs. Peterson and then of Post 
Office Mission and Paragraph Pulpit 
from Mr. Casson of the American Uni- 
tarian Association. Both of these 
speakers covered work that was of vital 
importance in our Southern field, and 
every one present seemed to realize this 
fact and wish to learn as much as pos- 
sible about them to carry home to the 
local branches. Consequently most of 
the time was given to these two ad- 
dresses and to asking questions of the 
speakers.” At a roll-call each branch 
responded by giving the most important 
event of the past year, relating to its 
new work. “ There was a very decided 
desire to compare and note work in the 
Southern field. Where one branch re- 
ported something not undertaken by the 
others, all became interested and plied 
questions regarding that line of work.” 

After the conference, Rev. A. J. Cole- 
man and the chairman of the Southern 
Committee visited Mr. Gibson’s field at 
Apalachicola, Fla. Here, on Saturday 
and Sunday, March 27 and 28, two ser- 
vices each day were held in the Armory 
with constantly increasing attendance 
and interest. At the close of these ser- 
vices a number expressed a desire to hold 
lay services each week, and steps were 
taken to bring about such a movement, 
while Mr. Gibson, as usual, will con- 
tinue his monthly appointments with 
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them. Mr. Coleman’s earnest and en- 
thusiastic presentation of our Gospel was 
much appreciated by those who were 
trying to “ find themselves ” in religious 
thought, and all felt that the stay at 
Apalachicola was well worth while. It 
was impossible to arrange for visits to 
other places, except to friends at Greens- 
boro and Edwards. Mr. Gibson is far 
from well, but hopes to be strong enough 
to make his usual round of engagements 
in April. 

The work in the North Carolina Cir- 
cults is continuing as usual, except for 
the very special occasion of the dedica- 
tion of the new church at Pink Hill, in 
Mr. Gillilan’s creuit. 

This church was organized by Rev. 
C. W. Gillilan last June, and the new 
church building is just completed 
through the efforts of the people and 
the assistance of the National Alliance. 
An organ has been sent by the Sunday- 
school at Medfield, Mass., a pulpit Bible 
and responsive service books from Alli- 
ance headquarters, and five or six hun- 
dred volumes for a library have been 
contributed by Alliance branches or 
Sunday-schools in Barre and Lancaster, 
Mass., and Syracuse, N. Y. Besides the 
ministers of the North Carolina Circuits, 
Rev. Messrs. Gillilan, Cowan, and Key, 
the teachers of the Emmerton School, 
Swansboro, Miss Fessenden and Miss 
Frost, and the Misses Willson of Salem, 
Mass., were present at the service of 
dedication on Sunday, March 28. A 
service was held Saturday evening and 
two on Sunday —Rev. W. S. Key 
preached the dedicatory sermon Sunday 
morning, and all three services held the 
close attention of large congregations of 
about two hundred people. An ample 
collation was served between the morn- 
ing and afternoon services by the Pink 
Hill friends, and the whole occasion 
was full of interest and encouragement 
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to the friends of liberal religion in that 
section. 2 

On her way back from the Southern 
Conference, Mrs. Peterson visited the 
Alliance branches at Jacksonville, Fla., 
and Charleston, S. C., and had an op- 
portunity to see the new church at 
jacksonville. “It is one we all may be 
proud of, indeed, it is the most beautiful 
though, perhaps, the smallest and least 
expensive of the churches of Jackson- 
ville. ‘The people are very happy over 
it and most grateful for the help given 
them by sister branches. As both the 
meetings at Jacksonville and Charles- 
ton were special meetings, the number 
present was not large, but all seemed 
interested in Alliance work both within 
and without the home church.” 

It was voted that the services of Rev. 
J. C. Gibson, Rev. W. E. Cowan, and 
Rev. W. C. Gillilan should be retained 
for the coming year, 1909-10. 

The director for New Hampshire 
reported visits to the branches at Keene 
and Walpole, being heartily greeted at 
each place. ‘Lhe president gave an ac- 
count of a most agreeable afternoon 
spent with the active branch at Lynn, 
Mass. 

No new appeal was presented, but it 
is hoped that those now before the Alli- 
ance will be nearly, if not quite, com- 
pleted by the time of the annual meet- 
ing. Iowa City was especially men- 
tioned as desirable to be finished, as 
members of other denominations are 
saying that the church is not needed. 

Most of the Alliance branches belong 
to strong, self-supporting churches, 
meeting their own and others’ needs, 
and it is hard for them to appreciate 
the conditions of a struggling society, 
sometimes without a minister, and with 
a treasury never full. It is still more 
dificult to realize what it means to 
stand alone in a new place and meet 
ignorance and indifference and stil] cling 
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to one’s own faith trying to make it un- 
derstood and respected. To encourage 
and sustain such cases are the oppor- 
tunities of the Alliance, presented by the 
investigating Committee on Appeals. 


Appeals now before the branches: 


Towa. City, TOW .....nccsecccrs cers cecees $110 00 

Hanska, Minn. ........-..seeseseseececees 113 00 

New Orleans, La. ..........cceeseeeeennee 534 00 

DA COSE Reick, Pale Sein as a0ies cso wsle walaiae nine 486 75 
Needed for 

Meadville Students .........:eeeeee recess $33 00 

Pacific School ..........eeeeeeeseeeeecens . a 


Green Harbor 


The branch at Fairhaven, Mass., has 
made the wife of its minister, Mrs. 
Frank L. Phalen, a Life Member of the 
National Alliance. The branch in 
New Bedford, Mass., has honored Mrs. 
Caroline Eliot Stetson in the same way. 


The Lending paper, known to many 
of the branches as The Forty Questions, 
has been revised and will be ready for 
other branches who wish for it. The 
questions are concerning the various or- 
ganizations of the Unitarian denomina- 
tion and their consideration makes a 
profitable Alliance meeting. 


Those branches that are seeking for 
some sort of responsive service for the 
opening of Alliance meetings, will find 
an admirable one prepared by the branch 
at Quincy, Mass. This is the arrange- 
ment of the motto familiar to us all: 


"THEREFORE 


I believe in the Fatherhood of God. 
Therefore, I have no fear, but go 
about my daily work in trustfulness 
and gladness of heart. 

I believe in the Brotherhood of Man. 
Therefore, I love my fellow-men, 
and act with good will toward all. 

I believe in the Leadership of Jesus. 
Therefore, I follow him. 


I believe in Salvation by Character. 
Therefore, I keep my heart pure, and 
my thoughts set upon high things, 
that I may grow into the life divine. 

I believe in the Progress of Mankind, 

onward and upward forever. 
Therefore, the cares of this world 
cannot utterly weigh me down. The 
glory of the unseen is ever before 
me. I live not for this world only, 
but in anticipation of an_ infinite 
future. 


A very valuable paper, ‘ What shall 
Unitarians teach Children,” by Mrs. 
W. M. Backus of St. Paul, has been 
brought to our notice. We trust it 
may be added to the Lending Papers 
at headquarters. 


Those branches where the Sewing 
Circle is still considered important and 
necessary will like to read the follow- 
ing from the report of the large branch 
in Cincinnati: ‘Our weekly meetings, 
where social work for head, heart and 
hands is carried on, are of unquestion- 
able value, nourishing in our natures 
principles of charity, kindness and good 
will to men; where the tripping notes 
of the sewing machines, like the whirr 
of the spinning wheels in days gone by, 
make accompaniment for words of 
friendship, sympathy and_ helpfulness; 
where the stranger may come and find 
friends; where those who are blessed 
with long acquaintance in familiar sur- 
roundings, with many friends, may come 
and give out from their abundance. This 
is a benefit often forgotten by those 
critics who condemn the church sewing 
circle as primitive and out of date, 
founding their opinions entirely on a 
money basis. ‘This social benefit goes 
hand in hand with the good work done 
for the needy who receive from us many 
well-made, useful garments. Still, we 
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consider the companionship of the mem- 
bers of paramount importance.” 

This branch, at its open meetings, has 
proved the advantage of general discus- 
sion on topics of general interest, and 
its Post Office Mission and other Alli- 
ance work are carefully conducted. 


By invitation, a joint meeting of 
Universalist and Unitarian women will 
be held in the Roxbury Universalist 
Church, Tuesday, May 4, at 10.30 


A.M. Subject, “Ways of making our 
work really national in its scope.” 
Representatives from the Woman’s 


Universalist Missionary Society and 
from the National Alliance will speak, 
to be followed by a general discussion 
and comparison of methods. ‘Take any 
Warren Street car to Buena Vista 
Street. The church is opposite the Rox- 
bury High School. 


Reports were from the Western branches. 
OHIO 


The Director writes that ‘all has gone 
smoothly and prosperously with us. The 
year has been a quiet one.’’ 

The Cinncinnati Branch has considered at 
its monthly talks the various aspects of 
Child Life, including Story-telling, Home- 
Making, and A Child’s Religion. One inter- 
esting occasion was a Parish Reception, at 
which Dr. S. A. Eliot gave an address on 
“ Notable Phases of Unitarian Work.” A 
Holiday Party was given the Sunday-school, 
and much charitable work has been done. 
The annual fair and a stereopticon lecture 
were the means of raising money. 

Unity Branch keeps bravely together doing 
charity work and distributing literature. Of 
the eight members, all are now sixty years 
of age, and several are over eighty. 

The Toledo Branch, with sixty-five mem- 
bers, has contributed largely to the Para- 
graph Pulpit and made many garments for 
charity. 

The Marietta Branch has tried the experi- 
ment of an evening meeting once 2 month 
with excellent success. Regular business 
meetings are still held in the afternoon, but 
the members unable to attend have much 
appreciated the evening session. On one 
occasion Rev. O. J. Fairfield, who occupied 
the pulpit for a month (under the new 
system of exchange), read a fine paper. The 
branch has paid for renovating the church 
auditorium. 

_ The Youngstown Branch holds all its meet- 
ings at private houses, the hostess providing 
coffee, each member carrying her own 
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luncheon. Quilting and sewing rugs are the 
chief industries. The Red Letter Day was 
the special ne rer meeting at the time of 
the Meadville Conference, 

The Salem Branch has held fortnightly 
meetings, considering ‘‘ Great Unitarian 
Hymn Writers.” The members pay ten 
cents each time, and sewing helps in money 
raising. The branch supports a Paragraph 
Pulpit in a Salem paper. 

The Cleveland Alliance, with more than a 
hundred members, has an average attend- 
ance of forty-seven, and this number repre- 
sents a hive of busy bees. At least forty 
are women who are never absent, never 
weary, and never negligent of the smallest 
church duty. It is a fine force for a Pastor’s 
Aid. Nearly $2,400 were raised during the 
past year, of which the Paragraph Pulpit 
received about $400. Two hundred dollars 
were contributed to the general fund of the 
church for seats for strangers. Every appeal 
made by the National Board was answered. 
Home charities received $300. The two gala 
days were the Big Christmas Fair, which 
was gay and beautiful, as well as profitable, 
and the special luncheon, which is now 
made an annual affair, and Unitarian 
women from neighboring towns are specially 
invited. A musical program follows the 
luncheon, and new members are sure to re- 
sult from the occasion. The Post Office 
Mission list was more than doubled by the 
Paragraph Pulpit. ** Unitarian Hymn 
Writers’? made the subject for literary 
afternoons, and one day was devoted to the 
singing of favorite hymns. 


MINNESOTA 


Hanska reports that the Alliance stands in 
the closest possible relation to the church, 
and for several years past has been work- 
ing for improvements on the church prop- 
erty. Have finished the parsonage at an 
expense of $300. Meetings well attended, the 
minister contributing to the program. The 
best possible spirit prevails in the com- 
munity. This church took a leading part in 
defeating the liquor traffic. 

Adrian reports a membership of only 
eleven, who keep up their meetings, and so 
keep together a church which has no min- 
ister but owns a beautiful little church build- 
ing. 

Underwood reports the Alliance is the only 
active part of the church. They have no 
minister, and the number of members de- 
creases by deaths and removals. There is a 
vast field of work waiting for the right 
man, 

Duluth reports the Alliance is the only 
society of the church. A former minister 
called it the backbone of the church. Have 
had several social affairs. For two years 
they tried raising money by direct giv- 
ing, but it was not satisfactory, as 
the same few women did ali the work 
and _contributed all the money. Have 
bought new hymn books, and have all voted 
that they will be members of the National 
Alliance. They have committees on musie, 
property, membership, Post Office Mission. 
Their outlook is most encouraging. 

At Minneapolis First Church the work js 
all done through committees. Housekeep- 
ing and Needlework are the money-making 
committees which make the work of the 
others possible. The Post Office Mission is, 
perhaps, the next in importance. The 
branch codperates with the Sunday-school 
and with the Men’s Club. Since the coming 
of Mr. and Mrs. Backus there is an increased 
activity in every way. 
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Minneapolis, Nazareth Church. The for fairs have been answered. The Branch 
Women’s Alliance is meeting regularly. has taken ‘‘Great Hymns of Our Faith ’”’ 


This church has no minister, but Mr. Backus 
is preaching for them Sunday evenings. 
They also have a small Sunday-school. 

The branch at St. Paul has largely in- 
ereased its membership. Has given $600 to 
the committee for building an addition to 
the church, and has expended about $300 in 
ehurech work and charity. 


WISCONSIN 


The Kenosha Alliance opened its eighth 
year with a membership of thirty-eight. A 
high standard of excellence has been main- 
tained in the literary department, the year’s 
program including papers on: “Poetry as a 
Moral and Spiritual Influence,” ‘* Alice Free- 
man Palmer,” “The Abraham Lincoln Cen- 
tenary,” ‘‘A Plea for the Old in Litera- 
ture,” ‘‘ Are Sects Desirable in Religion?”’ 
and others, all given by members of the 
Alliance. Much interest is shown in the 
discussion following the papers. The Alli- 
ance took up the matter of playgrounds for 
the children during the summer months. 
Permission was secured to fit up and use 
one of the public school grounds. The Play- 
grounds Committee are now at work carry- 
ing out their plans. Classes in sewing and 
eooking were opened in the early fall. These 
elasses were held in church parlors and kit- 
ehens. A fee of five cents for each lesson 
was charged. 

The Madison Alliance consists of forty-six 
members, and the work for the past year 
has been very similar to that of former 
years. The all-day meetings which are heid 
primarily for work have been even more 
successful as social meetings. Six recep- 
tions have been held in the church parlors, 
where we have heard some very interesting 
speakers and good music, followed by a 
social hour and light refreshments. Various 
sales have brought in about $800. The 
ehurch has been given $200 and a note with 
interest amounting to $253 has been paid. 


MICHIGAN 


The ten branches number about 460 mem- 
bers. Three of the churches have been 
without a minister and are to be con- 
gratulated upon the success of their efforts 
to carry on their work alone. 

Ann Arbor, at its weekly literary meet- 
ings, has remembered the 100th anniversaries 
of Mendelssohn, Darwin, Poe, and Tennyson. 
The Sewing department has made rugs, 
aprons, and fancy articles for the annual 
Christmas sale. Last summer held several 
lawn picnics at the close of work; refresh- 
ments served under the trees, the gentlemen 
joining. At the present time they are put- 
ie hard wood floors in their church par- 
ors. 

The Brooklyn Branch observed Lincoln 
Day and Inauguration Day with programs 
interesting and profitable. Has given ten 
gollars to its janitor, who had the misfor- 
tune to meet with a serious accident. Has 
also made its president an annual member 
of the American Unitarian Temperance 
Society. 

Through its various departments the 
Detroit Branch has been working for local 
charities as well as immediate needs of the 
ehurch. The Industrial department has held 
all-day meetings and raised money for hos- 
pitals and settlements. The Charity depart- 
ment has given $145 for philanthropic activi- 
ties. The annual pledge of $25 has been sent 
for the Southern Missionary work, $5 each 
to Andover and Iowa City, and all appeals 


for its literary study. The Post Office Mis- 
sion and Cheerful Letter Committees have 
been faithful in their work. The Junior 
Alliance has been very helpful and has 
worked for the Visiting Nurses’ Association, 
the Children’s Ward of the Woman’s Hos- 
pital, and cheered the hearts of Miss Frost’s 
pupils by sending them eighteen beautifully 
dressed dolls to Shelter Neck for Christ- 
mas. 

At Grand Rapids, the Holland church is 
represented in its branch by 76 earnest 
workers, who meet weekly, alternating for 
work and social pleasures. Besides a suc- 
cessful fair, each member earned a dollar 
which, with the proceeds of a plate supper, 
enabled them to give $100 to the fund for 
grading the street in front of the church. 
Doubtless the most enjoyable part was the 
narration of the manner in which the dol- 
lars were earned. 

‘At Jackson, beside the usual monthly meet- 
ings, the branch has had several all-day 
meetings for work and pleasure combined, 
each member bringing something for the 
luncheon, to which the gentlemen also came, 
leaving with the treasurer their quarters. 
A rummage sale, fair, suppers, and small 
monthly pledges have netted $465. The mem- 
bers have bought new carpets, but above all, 
they are most proud of the spirit of friendli- 
ness and optimism which pervades, and of 
loyalty to the cause. 

Kalamazoo reports regular fortnightly 
meetings with a program held in the church 
parlors. On alternate weeks they meet in 
the homes, going in the morning and stay- 
ing late, to keep up with the orders for 
rugs and articles for sale. They have a 
picnic dinner, and the spirit that prevails is 
most delightful. 

Mount Pleasant has raised $240 by rum- 
mage sales, suppers, @ lecture, and a dona- 
tion sale given by one of the merchants to 
the churches of the city. Ten per cent of 
the gross receipts for a week was given the 
churches supplying as clerks a lady from 
each church for each day. The money has 
been expended for much needed renovation 
of the church, music, and a debt. 

At Onsted the members have worked as- 
siduously without the aid of a pastor. Have 
painted the church exterior and interior, 
made new sidewalk, contributed to the 
American Unitarian Association, held a 
monthly social, with good attendance, 
shipped four barrels of clothing to the fire 
sufferers in Northern Michigan, and made 
rugs and quilts, besides the annual fair. 

Sherwood has also been without a min- 
ister, and having lost some of its most able 
members, has weathered the discouraging 
situation by upholding the interest through 
the Alliance holding the monthly meetings, 
serving dinners, selling baked goods, taking 
orders for sewing, and preparing for a com- 
ing fair. All appeals have been answered. 
Contributions have been made to_ the 
American Unitarian Association and West- 
ern Conference. Forty-nine dollars depos- 
ited in a defunct bank was lost. Seventy 
dollars additional has been earned, which 
was expended in repairs on the church and 
the purchase of a bell. 


INDIANA 


“The Indianapolis Alliance garden has not 
witnessed the planting of new trees during 
the busy, happy year since it last reported! 
to the National Board, but has seen the 
gardeners assiduously pruning, watering, 
tying up against the sunny wall of the 
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urch, cultivating the soil, and enriching 
fc and proving that gardening is great 
Joy" the words of the President’s annual 
address ‘‘ that it is good work we are sure, 
that it is good for us we are also sure, and 
believing that it would be good for others, 
therefore we inyite and urge every woman 
interested in such work, whether of this 
church or not, to join with us.’’ f 

Money has been raised in a multitude of 
ways and distributed largely in charity. The 
literary meetings have presented much food 
for thought in valuable papers and a series 
of talks by the minister upon ‘‘ The Uni- 
tarian Church in America.’’ The visit of 
Rev. S. A. Eliot was a great pleasure and 
encouragement to all. 


ILLINOIS 


The Director writes that Alliance work in 
the state has shown a steady growth during 
the past year. In some cases there have 
been apologies for a small attendance at 
meetings, but the amount of work accom- 
plished and the interest in the welfare of 
the churches and the communities generally 
have shown no diminution. In very many 
cases the Alliance has contributed to the 
financial support of the church, and in most 
cases it has taken care of the social life of 
the church. 

Bloomington reports a good attendance all 
the year and has been interested in the 
study of ‘ Unitarianism in New England.’ 
The sewing society has done much for the 
betterment of the church. 

Buda reports working all summer for a 
sale to raise money for church expenses. 
The church having been without a minister 
since October, the responsibility of keeping 
up the social life of the church has failen 
on the Alliance. 

Unity Church, Chicago, reports 48 mem- 
bers, all of whom are National members, and 
has had a very successful year. <A sale 
netted $200. It has made wrappers for the 
Children’s Free Hospital, and @resses for 
the School Children’s Aid Society. lt has 
furnished table linen and comforters for 
the Elm Street Settlement, and packed two 
barrels of clothing for needy families. 

Chicago. The First Unitarian Church 
Branch has had a prosperous year, although 
the closing of the old church has taken 
several of the active members away, owing 
to the distance to the chapel, and not to a 
lack of enthusiasm. It was decided early in 
the season to abolish the annual bazaar and 
try the plan of popular contributions. The 
plan has proved quite successful. Mr. Puls- 
ford has given a series of lectures on the 
Old Testament on every alternate Friday. 
The sewing has been entirely for charity. 
Luncheon has been served at all mectings. 
Suppers and socials have been held, and the 
Associate Alliance was entertained in 
February. Two hundred dollars were given 
to trustees of the church. 

Third Church, Chicago, has 44 National 
members, and held all-day meetings in the 
fall to prepare for a sale. Since then a 
literary program has alternated with a work 
meeting. ‘Our Hymns and Hymn Writers ” 
have been studied. In February a supper 
and Lincoln Memorial evening was siven. 
The Alliance has made donations to the 
Cheerful Letter, Frederick Douglas Center, 
Meadville Student Fund, and Southern 
Work, besides supplying electric lights in 
the church and helping the trustees with 
general expenses. It has refurnished the 
Sunshine Cots at the Mary Thompson Hos- 


pital, and sewed for the Convalescent Home. 
A new method of raising money was taken 
in hand by one of the members, who obtained 
subscribers to A Penny a Day Fund, each 
subscriber agreeing to give a penny for 
each day during the year. The result 
amounted to about $115. 

The First Swedish Branch reports almost 
doubling its membership during the past 
year. It has given liberally towards the 
church expenses and made donations of 
articles and money to sister branches. It 
has had one sale, two basket parties, and 
one outing. At each meeting there has been 
reading and discussion on some social or 
religious subject. 

The Evanston Alliance is planning to build 
church parlors, and a sale netted $250 for 
this fund. It provided a Christmas tree and 
supper for the members of the church. Last 
year the Alliance was invited to meet with 
the Union Missionary Society of Evanston. 
This year it was honored by a place on the 
program at a meeting of the Society, and 
the secretary of the Alliance gave an ad- 
dress on the ‘‘ Missionary Work of the Uni- 
trian Church.’’ 

At Hinsdale the Alliance has held meet- 
ings every two weeks, with a box luncheon, 
at the homes of the members. A supper 
was the means of bringing together a large 
number of people for a social evening, and 
helped to fill an empty treasury. It has 
contributed $300 to the support of the church 
and responded to various appeals. It has 
made dresses for the children of the Fresh 
Air Fund and sent a barrel of clothing te 
the Chicago Commons. The members are 
earning money to be turned in at an experi- 
ence meeting and to be used to refurnish 
the church. 

The Geneva Branch, with only thirteen 
members, has done its usual good work. 
It has had the generous assistance of the 
young people, who are organized as a Junior 
Alliance, in preparing for a sale. The young 
people also donated $50, which were the 
proceeds of a rummage sale. The branch 
has responded to appeals and has paid for 
repairs on the church organ. 

Geneseo reports regular monthly meetings, 
with readings that have been helpful. A 
sale netted $200. The church has been given 
financial help, and various appeals have 
been responded to. 

At Moline the Alliance has about twenty 
members, and is doing good socially and 
financially. It has had _ several bakery 
sales, a supper before Thanksgiving, a fair 
and Dutch supper before Christmas. It has 
paid for good music all winter and has 
helped with the other expenses of the 
church, 

Urbana, the youngest branch of the Alli- 
ance, has thirty members. It has raised 
money for church furnishings and organ 
fund by monthly suppers, a fair, a concert, 
and a rummage sale. The monthly suppers 
also contribute to sociability in the church. 
It gives an informal reception each month 
to the women of the congregation. 

At Alton the Anna D. Sparks’ Society has 
spent its time, as usual, making infants’ 
outfits for the poor. At the installation of 
Mr. Cady in November, they served a sup- 
per to seventy people and entertained the 
two branches from St. Louis. The services 
of ordination were conducted by Rev. Day 
and Rev. Dodson of St. Louis and Rev. 
Backus of Chicago. The meeting was one toe 
be long remembered. The Ladieg’ Aid Branch 
has not been as active as usual this winter 
owing to their small number and to the 


National Alliance 13 


fact that their president has serious illness 
in her family. 

The Industrial Society at Quincy reports a 
busy winter. Meetings are held fortnightly 
at the homes of members and have been 
well attended, the five o’clock tea making 
them agreeable little parties as well as 
business sessions. Two meetings were de- 
voted to sewing for the Orphans’ Home. 
A Christmas sale and supper were held. 

The new branch at Bloomington reports 
everything in a flourishing condition. The 
attendance varies from twenty to thirty, 
and the meetings are most interesting. Some 
of the ladies are bending their energies to- 
ward furnishing the parlor of the church, 
which is a very attractive and complete 
church home. 


MISSOURI 


Kansas City has had an Alliance meeting 
every Friday since October. The second 
Friday of every month has been given t) a 
literary program with the general subject of 
“Liberal Ideas of the Day,’ including 
Region. Science, Art, Democracy, Letters, 
ete. 

At St. Louis the Eliot Branch reports 18 
members. Sewing meetings held weekly to 
make outfits for the children of the Mission 
Home, and as the inmates are transient the 
work is endless. There is an active Post 
Office Mission Committee, doing excellent 
work, also a Cheerful Letter Committee, 
sending out quantities of literature and dis- 
tributing magazines at the prisons. The 
literary work has been in the form of de- 
bates. Some of the subjects were as fol- 
lows: ‘‘Is the Social Settlement the best 
means of improving Social Conditions? ”’ 
“Six of America’s: Most Famous Women,’’ 
“Ts Co-Education Desirable?” ‘‘ Does the 
House Interior accurately represent the Per- 
sonality of the Occupant?’ Two large 
social events were most successful. A large 
Comedy Club is giving a play this month 
for the benefit of the free bed which the 
Sunday-school maintains in the Children’s 
Hospital. The branch has responded to all 
appeals in some measure and never forgets 
that ‘“‘a friendly thought is the purest gift 
of man to man.” 

At Unity Branch, St. Louis, the season has 
been full of interest. Literary work has 
been along the lines of rather serious fiction, 
the program embracing: Howell’s ‘Son of 
Royal Longwith,’ Geo. Meredith’s ‘‘ Ego- 
ist,’ James’s ‘‘ Portrait of a Lady,” De- 
land’s ‘‘ Awakening of Helena _ Ritchie,’’ 
Barrie’s ‘‘ Little White Bird.” The weekly 
meetings are really social occasions, inter- 
spersed with sewing. Altogether, the branch 
never had a brighter outlook than at present. 
This branch is working with the Hliot 
Branch to assist the Visiting Nurses’ Asso- 
ciation. The branch furnishes refreshments 
for the Men’s Club, which meets monthly. 

Mrs. Mersereau also reports that the two 
branches in St. Louis and the two in Alton, 
which have been holding meetings together, 
have at last formed themselves into an 
Associate Alliance, and will report as such 
in the ‘‘ Manual.”’ 


WISCONSIN 


Green Bay reports a membership of 
twenty-nine and meets every Tuesday. On 
the fourth of each month a program is given 
and light refreshments are served. Program 
topics are excellent, embracing Good Citizen- 
ship, Organization and Work of the Red 
Cross Society, ete. The branch to make 
money works in committees, one for each 


month, except the ones containing Haster 
and Christmas. To promote sociability a 
supper is given in January. A Young Ladies’ 
Society of fifteen members meet with the 
pranch on program afternoons, serve on 
committees, and do local and state charities 
work. 

Hudson reports no services or minister, 
but in spite of this the branch has com- 
menced meetings again at the homes of the 
six members, the member entertaining act- 
ing as the presiding officer for the day. 
The Secretary writes: ‘‘ Not a member 
passes the church without a heartache for 
the church they love.” 

Areadia reports meetings every second 
Tuesday and good financial condition, hav- 
ing sent dues to the National treasury and 
other money contributions, and have over 
$50 in the treasury. 


IOWA 


The Ladies’ Circle of Sioux City meets at 
homes of members for ten months in the 
year. After the business a literary program 
was given. Light refreshments are served 
and a small collection taken. This branch 
is a member of the Federation of Women’s 
Clubs. Money has been raised during the 
past year by means of sales, suppers, and 
entertainments. A flower committee looks 
after the decorations of the church and sends 
flowers to the sick. Post Office Mission work 
is one of the departments of work. ‘“ This 
branch has been a very strong, helpful 
factor in the work of the Sioux City church. 
It has been very active and successful in 
raising money and has given it generously 
wherever it was most needed in the church 
work. Not only has the Sioux City Circle 
given to its own denomination, but it has 
reached out to city philanthropies outside 
its own fold.”’ 

The Rock Rapids Branch, a little band of 
eight or nine faithful, earnest women are 
still holding on with their usual zeal, hop- 
ing for better things. Regular meetings 
have not been held during the winter, but 
they will soon be resumed. The church 
pbuilding was exchanged for a smaller build- 
ing, which they are to repair this spring and 
put in shape for church and Sunday-school 
services. They have no minister, a layman 
reading sermons at Sunday services. These 
few women have earned $140, which they will 
put into the new building. They feel very 
grateful to the National Alliance for help in 
way of money and letters of encouragement 
from the Eastern Alliance women and 
officers. 

The Humboldt Branch meets fortnightly 
the year round and is a very important 
auxiliary of the church. The regular meet- 
ings are primarily devoted to the culture 
and uplift of its members. Fairs, suppers, 
and food sales are the usual methods used 
for obtaining money, which is given where 
it is most needed to carry on the work of 
the church. The organist is paid and church 
and parsonage are kept insured and in re- 
pair. Besides paying its annual dues to the 
National Alliance, it also gives each year a 
small sum to Iowa Conference, to the West- 
ern Conference, to work in the South, and 
to the American Unitarian Association. 

The Keokuk Branch meets every week. 
After the business every other week the 
time is given to Bible study under the lead- 
ership of the minister, and the alternate 
meetings are devoted to a book on some 
subject of general interest or some pook 
review. Holds two fairs a year, one at 
Christmas and one at Haster. Also has 
gociables in the homes with some entertain- 
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ment, and dollar sociables, each member 
earning a dollar and telling how she earned 
it. Last year the total earnings amounted 
to over $600. 

The Iowa City Branch numbers fourteen 
members, and meets every Friday. This 
Branch has been devoting its energies to 
procuring furnishings for the new church. 
The members obtained subscriptions for the 
Look-in products, thereby getting a number 
of pieces of furniture as premiums. A 
bazaar netted $100. They are now helping 
the young people in preparing to give the 
old English play, ‘‘ Every Man.” The 
branch does some Post Office Mission work. 
They acknowledge their appreciation of what 
the National Alliance is doing for them and 
are very grateful for the same. There is 
every indication for a prosperous year he- 
fore them. 

Davenport holds weekly meetings from 
September to January, and fortnightly 
meetings from January to June. Raises 
money by fairs, fines, and dues. A large 
part of their earnings go to the support of 
the church, but they pay dues to the 
National Alliance and do a_ considerable 
Post Office Mission work. As a branch it is 
loyal and active. 


KANSAS 
Mrs. Learnard writes: ‘“‘ That the three 
Kansas branches are slowly but surely 


gaining ground in numbers and _ influence. 
They are carrying out the usual program 
of meetings and entertainments, each in its 
Own way according to their respective cir- 
cumstances and needs.’’ 

In Wichita a new and successful feature 
of the work is an evening service every 
two weeks, at which, after the regular 
literary program a social gathering, with 
refreshments, follows. Mr. and Mrs. Day 
have fully identified themselves with the 
aims and methods of the church and Alli- 
ance, adding new interest and zeal to the 
work. It is hoped that the Post Office Mis- 
sion and Cheerful Letter work will soon be 
resumed. 

The Topeka Branch is holding a literary 
afternoon once a month, with religious 
reading and devotional exercises. In addi- 
tion to its usual routine work the branch 
expects to take up Post Office Mission and 
Cheerful Letter work, also hopes to add a 
Book Table later. Last spring the Asso- 
ciate Alliance was pleasantly entertained 
by this branch, and an interesting program 
was rendered which was heartily partici- 
pated in by those present. 

The Lawrence Branch has suffered an ir- 
reparable loss by the taking away of two of 
its most influential members, Mrs. W. H. 
Carruth and Mrs. @. G. Howland, but the 
lesson of their beautiful lives remains to 
encourage and inspire. Perhaps the Study 
Class is growing to be the most important 
part of the Alliance work. This year it is 
taking up ‘Hymns and Hymn Writers.’ 
Also have readings from Dr. Crooker’s 
“The Church of To-day.’ The Cheerful 
Letter has been conducted in a very ir- 
regular way, but under favorable auspices 
would be greatly increased. The Alliance 
is closely connected with the Sunday-school, 
which has doubled its attendance during 
the year. The Book Table continues to 
grow in interest and influence. 
Office Mission Mr. Bennett carries on, and 
sends out, with other literature, “The 
Open Way,” the little church paper. The 
interest in this work has been greatly ex- 
tended and the correspondence very much 


é 


increased on account of the controversy in 
regard to Mr. Taft’s religious views. The 
branch has paid for a new carpet for the 
church, and is now helping to purchase. a 
new pipe organ. 


NEBRASKA 


Lincoln is a most promising branch and 
going on with full strength. 

Omaha is holding its own and will doubt- 
less make some progress. 

Ord has a small group of earnest, conse- 
crated women who need a leader. The 
branch still held regular meetings at last 
report, and was not utterly discouraged. 

Republican City has a strong, devoted 
leader in the president, and while there is 
not. much hope of growth she is doing great 
good. 


BELATED MASSACHUSETTS REPORTS 


Arlington Branch, as usual, is making 
garments for the Children’s Mission. It 
has held food sales and found it a satis- 
factory. way of raising funds. 

Bedford and Billerica have each held a 
successful fair. Belmont has planned a 
varied program for its study class. 

Cambridge First Parish is studying the 
allied Unitarian organizations. Cambridge 
Third Congregational is studying Unitarian 
Leaders. 

Chestnut Hill Chapel will be addressed 
each month by a clergyman or leader in 
some denomination. Framingham studies 
the work of the American Unitarian Asso- 
ciation. One of their members is teaching 
again this year at Dix House, Shelter Neck, 
and has interested the branch to sew for 
the thinly-clad children there. Lexington 
has held a very successful fair, netting 
$1,100, which it will use in paying for im- 
provement of its vestry. Mr. Wilson gave 
three lectures on ‘‘ Milton ’”’ before its mem- 
bers. Malden Branch has nine members in 
a city containing more than two hundred 
Unitarian families, but the Universalist 
church, which is large and flourishing, has 
drawn them from the Unitarian church, 
which is closed. The Alliance held a sale 
on November 6, assisted by contributions 
from many of the city and suburban 
churches, and is loyally sending its pro- 
ceeds to other societies needing help. Mrs. 
Fifield spoke before the Medford Branch on 
“The Relation of the Woman’s Alliance to 
Women’s Clubs.’”? Melrose held a successful 
fair, realizing $900. It is much interested in 
the work of Morgan Memorial. 

Natick, after a disappointing experience 
with monthly meetings, has resumed fort- 
nightly meetings. It finds the Flower Mis- 
sion an agreeable activity. At Newton, Mrs. 
Clara B. Bentley spoke on Sunday-school 
work. 

West Newton Branch held a _ successful 
fair. It is studying this year, ‘‘ Religious 
Leaders,” beginning with Marcus Aurelius, 
St. Francis of Assisi, Ignatius Loyola Savo- 
narola, coming down to Fox, Whitefield, 
and William Ellery Channing. Somerville 
Branch depends on its own members for its 
study class work, except for an occasional 
outside speaker. West Somerville looks 
steadily toward its Mecca, a church home 
of its own and a settled pastor at its 
head. 

Sudbury felt itself unable through illness 
in some of its families to work as vigor- 
ously as last year for a fair, so has held 
two suppers, which have brought in small 
sums. It has been compelled to cut in two 
the salary paid the pastor. Waltham is 
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studying.New England Unitarianism. Rev. 
Lewis G. Wilson has spoken on one branch 
of the subject, and Mrs. Mary P. Wells 
Smith has spoken on the beginnings in 
Western Massachusetts. Watertown gave a 
farewell reception to the pastor, Rev. Walter 
Greenman and his wife. Waverley is work- 
ing hard for its much-needed Parish House. 
After the Christmas party at the church, 
Santa Claus and the children went to the 
Convalescents’ Home, where they dis- 
tributed gifts provided by the matron and 
repeated a part of the church entertain- 
ment for the invalids. Wayland has taken 
up the study of the Old Testament this 
season. 

N.B. — These branches usually make their 
appropriations at the close of the year, and 
these are not given in detail in the above 
report, but will be seen in the Manual. 
Highteen of these branches have a Post 
Office Mission committee and nineteen are 
doing Cheerful Letter work. All have an- 
swered requests for fairs, and appeals recom- 
mended by the Board have met with gener- 
ous response, as the Manual will show. 


a SS 
The branch at South Carver, Mass., or- 


ganized last year, has now twenty-eight 
members. The church is a Union Church 
for summer services. A fund provides for 
preaching but not for other expenses, re- 
pairs, insurance, etc. All this the branch 
undertakes to do, and as the members are 
of various denominations, this kind of work 
interests them all at present and they are 
full of enthusiasm. : 

The Alliance branch at Lancaster, Pa., 


has had several very interesting meetings 
this winter, and two remarkably successful 
entertainments. The first was a Birthday 
Party, at which Mrs. Mabel Hay Barrows 
Muzzey appeared in a number of artistic 
dances, and helped to replenish the Alli- 
ance treasury. The second was an exhibi- 
tion of water colors by BHlizabeth Shippen 
Green, combined with a musicale, at the 
home of the minister. This furnished the 
beginning of an organ fund for the Church 
of Our Father, which is fast nearing com- 
pletion. 

Te a En ae re a a ee ee es 

The April meeting of the New York 
League was, as usual, of much interest, 
with 120 present. The Religious News report 
mentioned the dedication of the new build- 
ing of the Educational Jewish Harlem In- 
stitute, the celebration of the fifth anniver- 
sary of the Hadley Mission on the Bowery, 
the Social Service Rally recently held at 
the Church of the Messiah, the conference 
of Sunday-school workers, also the National 
Conference, to be held in Chicago in Sep- 
tember, the conference of Religious Liberals 
to be held in Philadelphia this month, also 
the admission of the Hackensack Unitarian 
Church into the Northern New Jersey ASsso- 
ciation of Congregational Churches. 

The Philanthropic News was also interest- 
ing and enlightening, but the chief address 
of the day was from Mr. T. V. Powderly, 
Commissioner-General of Immigration at 
Washington. Mr. Powderly explained the 
symbol of the Knights of Labor: ‘‘ The head 
thinks for humanity, the heart beats for 
humanity, the open hand to help humanity.” 


. 


Young People’s Religious Union 
of the Gnitarian Church 


Headquarters: Room 11, 25 Beacon Street, Boston 


Rey. HENRY H. SAUNDERSON, President 


Miss GRACE R. Torr, Secretary 


Mr. O. ARTHUR MCMouRDIE, Treasurer 


Board of Directors’ Monthly 
Meeting 


The ninth regular meeting of the 
Board of Directors for 1908-1909 was 
held in Room 11, 25 Beacon Street, 
Boston, Mass., on Tuesday, April 6, at 
I p.M. Pres. Saunderson presided, and 
there were present: Miss Burrage, Miss 
Floyd, Mr. McMurdie, Mr. Sharples, 
Mr. Shurtleff, Mr. Sturtevant, Mr. 
Wahlberg, and the Secretary. 

As Mr. Percy A. Atherton, the 
chairman of the Policy Committee, was 
present, the routine business was de- 
ferred while Mr. Atherton presented to 
the Board his plans for the year re- 
garding the recommendations of the 
committee. One definite object is to be 
proposed for missionary work, besides a 
Field Secretary for Field Work. This 
latter is no new proposal, as there have 
been hints towards this in other years. 
Several pertinent questions were then 
asked, all being met and answered by 
Mr. Atherton and the president. 


Voted: to approve the contemplated report 
ef the Policy Committee. 

The secretary’s report of the last 
meeting was read and approved. 

The monthly report of the treasurer 
was then read. 


Voted: to approve the treasurer’s report. 
Voted: to approve the month’s bills. 


A letter was read from Rev. Walter 
F. Greenman, secretary of the National 
Conference, stating that meetings are to 
be held in Chicago, Sept: 27=30,- On 
Tuesday, Sept. 28, the Y. PPR Wes 
to give its usual ten-minute report, and 
later a longer allotment of time will be 
arranged, 


Voted: to accept this invitation of the 
National Conference, and that the President 
be sent to represent us. 

Voted: that the President be authorized 
to arrange for speakers for this meeting. 


Miss Floyd, for the Fair Committee, 
reported progress. It has been arranged 
to hold the fair the last week in October, 
at the Hotel Vendome. Seven tables 
are already taken, and the committee 
will be glad of suggestions. 

The secretary reported a verbal in- 
vitation from the Shoals Committee to 
take charge of the forenoon meetings, 
on Wednesday, July 14. 

Voted: to leave this matter in the hands 
of the President and Secretary to arrange. 

As Rev. Elmer S. Forbes is to supply 
Mr. Shurtleff’s pulpit while the latter 
is away, and Mr. Forbes very kindly 
supplied that of Mr. Saunderson dur- 
ing two of the Sundays of Mr. Saun- 
derson’s trip last winter, it was 

Voted: to thank Mr. Forbes for his co- 
operation in supplying the pulpits of Mr. 
Saunderson and Mr. Shurtleff, 

The president reported in detail con- 
cerning the deal with the Pruett Pub- 
lishing Company at Sidney, N. Y., the 
publishers of the Unitarian. 


Voted: to thank Mr. Pruett for his co- 
operation in regard to the “ Unitarian.” 

Voted: to accept the final report of the 
“Unitarian.” 

The president reported that plans 
were about completed for Mr. Shurt- 
leff’s trip through New York State, 
Mr. Shurtleff starting on the evening 
of Easter Sunday. 

The program for the annual meeting 
was reported by the president. Four 
short addresses will be given by Rey. 
H. H. Saunderson, Rev. H. C. Mc- 
Dougall, Rev. F. R. Sturtevant, and 
Rev. Edgar S. Wiers, and the subject 
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is to deal concretely with Union work. 
It was thought advisable to have a 
special circular that should set forth a 
clear, brief statement of our organiza- 
tion and work, for distribution at the 
annual meeting. 


Voted: to authorize the printing of a brief 
circular for Anniversary Week. 


As there was no further business, 


Voted: to adjourn. 
Grace R. Torr, 


Secretary. 


Pilgrim Federation 


The Pilgrim Federation of Unitarian 
Young People met in Bridgewater, 
Mass., on Monday evening, March 22, 
at 7.30 o'clock. 

Mr. Arthur Ryder, president of the 
Bridgewater Unity Club, gave the ad- 
dress of welcome, to which Mr. Lyon, 
the president of the Federation, re- 
sponded. 

The members all joined in the sing- 
ing of hymns, responsive reading, and 
prayer. Setting aside all regular busi- 
ness, Mr. Lyon introduced Rev. Henry 
H. Saunderson, the president of the 
National Union, who spoke on various 
matters of interest to our Unitarian 
young people. 

A rising vote of thanks was then 
given Mr. Saunderson for his most in- 
teresting talk. 

The report of the secretary was read 
and accepted. Representatives of the 
different unions reported the work ac- 
complished during the winter. 

Notice of the sixth biennial fair, 
which is to be held in Boston, was read, 
and it was 


Voted: that the chair appoint a committee 
of three to make arrangements for a table 
at the fair. 

The chairman of the Entertainment 
Committee was not present, but it was 
reported that socially the Federation 
play had been a great success, although 
the exact amount of the proceeds could 
not then be stated. 
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A collection was taken and the clos- 
ing hymn sung, after which refreshments 
were served by members of the Bridge- 
water Unity Club, and a social hour en- 
joyed by all. 

HE EN I. Keiru, 
Secretary. 


North Middlesex Federation 


“The Distinctive Thing in Unt- 
tarianism ” was the subject of an address 
by Rev. F. R. Sturtevant of Dorchester 
at our meeting at Chelmsford on Satur- 
day, April 17. The speaker traced the 
historic growth of the way of salvation 
from the ancient method of sacrifice to 
our present ideal of salvation by char- 
acter. Character that shall not fail of 
the joy of living, or shrink from the 
hardships of life, —such must be built 
not only by doing religious deeds, but 
by living under right influences, seeking 
only the influences that tend toward the 
highest character-building. 

Rev. William H. Parker of Reading 
spoke upon ‘“‘ Young People’s Religion.” 
If we do not wish to drive young people 
from the church we must appreciate 
their point of view and sympathize with 
them. We must avoid using worn-out 
cant phrases; we must not make religion 
too costly; we must be lenient when, as 
idealists, they are over-critical and too 
exacting. In using the plane to polish 
mahogany, the skilled workman never 
goes against the grain by using the 
methods and the instruments suitable for 
pine. Is your Federation recognizing 
this difference, and never going against 
the grain by failing to choose the right 
method ? 

To witness or to participate in a dis- 
cussion such as followed this address is 
not often our privilege. So live an in- 
terest was exhibited in vital questions 
that there was no time to listen to re- 
ports or even formally to close the meet- 
ing. 

OpHeELtiA S. BRowN, 
Secretary. 
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Contributions 


The following sums have been con- 
tributed for the National Union since 
the last issue : 


IPreVilOUSlYy greEDOLFtEGG. wisn edeeccmasrsisietiste $336 50 
PA TIND AT OR frm VLLCED essa taiats erereinre ataiate eieeretatelare 5 00 
BOLNALAS OMG LAS Samipaseciecistelstesisieietvsteniene 5 00 
Bellineham- savas wescmieccneeces soneece 1 00 
Cambrideo,e Massinn. cc ctarsieisemsinesianacins 10 00 
IGOR COT MBBS. sc tantiuicts cient ccesurs 15 00 
Channing Guild, Dorchester, Mass.... 1 00 
Lawrance Union, Dorchester, Mass.... 20 00 
HICH DUNE wNLASS or eieie se amamenite cle caterer ete 2 00 
PVGTENCS eMMASS Mowe aciecemiscieter epee ss salto 10 00 
PTOULCONT MCN caste red eeniaciereiiticew(e ances 3 00 
NOW Ame C LEY: Faia. coc ecerasucmnceciiee secon 3 00 
Newton) Center, “Massa. cccssseceunocnucs 10 00 
Peabodiys MasSsac ane aap casacancenaenioniaden 7 50 
Peterboro; INig Hae sae ownseocadoenurnunsen 5 00 
Roslindale, Mass. — Unity Club ...... 2 50 
SLOW MASS cstrcs se oa shooncoee Ree Cee 3 00 
Toronto. Canada. nomen elie oatieassenenes 6 00 
Mynesboros Mass. x.c1 asker tice 5 00 
WVViaiv Crshiyc eel Vials vmeectertvratas.ae-erceis siaeteaucbane 3 00 
SWieStDOLO;-— MaASSimmecmemicdctcescancne eee 2 00 
West Newton, a Masssmerrecerncensitoens 10 00 

LOLA acoder hose RE te ne $465 50 


For Proctor Academy: 


Previously reported 
West Newton, Mass. 


For Field Work: 


Previously reported 
Ann Arbors Mich-sssc nese nt. 

Clevelamds '@hio _acenoseccoon. bee 
Stowe Maasierrarnrs wtarctcn ee 


ELCVIOUSlYarepont edie eas cena $4 00 
Reabady;-Mass--4 sees. shee ae 2 50 
WiestaN ewiton ss Macca ae seen mene 3 75 

40} £2) Rei re eB Rre Bers civic amumaamoe Mites $10 25 


Field Work Trip 


Rev.. A. D. K. Shurtleff, one of the 
vice-presidents of the National Union, 
started on the evening of Easter Sunday, 
April 11, for a trip through New York 
State, visiting the churches and unions in 
the vicinity, and speaking at Barneveld, 
Gouverneur, Jamestown, Dunkirk, 
Albany, Troy, and Newburgh. 

Interesting meetings are reported, and 
one minister writes: “ We assure you 
that his presence was an inspiration 
which we, in our isolated field, much 


needed. It was, indeed, good to grasp 
the hand of a fellow-laborer; and not 
only to myself but all our people who 
met and heard him, Mr. Shurtleff 
brought message of encouragement.” 

Another says: ‘“‘ If we make no more 
substantial return than thanks, we still 
feel that it was a help to us, and that 
the fine missionary spirit of the asso- 
ciation is appreciated and justified — 
even here.” 

The young. people’s societies at 
Jamestown and Dunkirk will join as a 
result, with possibly another addition. 


Anniversary Week Reception 


Anniversary Week really begins Mon- 
day, May 24, when delegates, ministers, 
and friends of our Unitarian cause be- 
gin to congregate. The usual reception 


Monday evening, May 24, sees Anni- — 


versary Week in full swing. 

This reception is for one and all. To 
it our young people are especially invited. 
Our union members are drawn upon for 
ushers, waitresses, etc., so of late years 
the growing number of young people in 
attendance has been commented on 
favorably, and it is hoped they will turn 
out this year in larger numbers than ever 
before. 


Annual Meeting 


Thursday of Anniversary Week is 
usually known as Young People’s Day, 
and we want to make it so in reality by 
urging a goodly number of our young 
people to attend these special meetings 
of ours. 

At two o’clock in the afternoon the 
annual meeting takes place in the vestry 
of the Second Church, Copley Square, 
Boston, Mass.; following this the 
officers will hold an informal reception 
in the church parlors, after which a col- 
lation will be served by the Boston 
Federation. 

Each union, having paid its dues to 
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the National Union for the year, is en- 
titled to three delegates, tickets for whom 
will be sent a little later. It is well to 
have these delegates chosen early and 
to ask that a report of the business meet- 
ing be brought back to the local union. 
At half-past seven o’clock the usual 
open meeting will be held in the church 
auditorium; four short addresses will be 
given on subjects closely allied to union 
work, the speakers being Rev. Henry H. 
Saunderson of Cambridge, Rev. F. R. 
Sturtevant of Dorchester, Rev. H. C. 
McDougall of Franklin, N. H., and 
Rev. Edgar S. Wiers of Montclair, 
N. J. The public is cordially invited. 


Boston Federation Hospitality 


The Boston Federation, in codpera- 
tion with the Unitarian Hospitality 
Committee, is planning for the reception 
and entertainment of the delegates to 
the Y. P. R. U. meetings to be held 
Thursday afternoon and evening, May 
27, 1909, at the Second Church, Copley 
Square, Boston, Mass. 

The officers of the Young People’s 
Religious Union will receive at the con- 
clusion of the afternoon session, and at 
6.15 a collation will be served, to which 
all delegates are cordially invited. 

Through the courtesy of the larger 
committee, delegates will be welcomed 
on Thursday, May 27, to the luncheon 
at Bullfinch Place Church, upon applica- 
tion that morning at the A. U. A. head- 
quarters, 25 Beacon Street. 

Delegates who may wish to remain in 
Boston over night will be gladly enter- 
tained by members of the Boston Feder- 
ation by communicating with Miss 
Grace R. Torr, Secretary of the Uni- 
tarian Hospitality Committee for Anni- 
versary Week, 25 Beacon Street, before 
May 15. 

Emity I. Harcrave, Chairman. 
Cora A. TILDEN. 
CHARLES D, RICHARDSON. 

Hospitality Committee of the Boston 

Federation. 
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Life Membership 


The Policy Committee last year 
recommended that each union make a 
special endeavor to add one or more 
Associate Life Members to the National 
Union in the coming year, and _ this 
recommendation was heartily endorsed 
by the delegates present. How many 
have done this? 

Our Life Membership now numbers 
83, but we wish it were more. Who 
will swell the list by enrolling himself 
or some one else? 

We are very anxious to make our 
number one hundred or more by annual 
meeting time. 

The latest addition is 
No. 83. Mr. John B. Proudfoot, New- 


ton Centre, Mass. 


The Fair 


Arrangements for the fair go on apace 
and already nine tables are taken, with 
several offers of assistance on special 
tables or wherever most needed. 

A great many more helpers will be re- 
quired, so we hope every one will be 
disposed to offer her services, without 
regard to whether there has been any 
previous experience at a fair or not. If 
you are able and willing to assist, kindly 
send the chairman word and a place will 
be assigned you. It will be work, of 
course; and hard work some of the time, 
to be sure, but intermingled with plenty 
of real fun and pleasure. 


Dates to be Remembered 


Reception, Monday evening, March 24. 

Annual meeting, Thursday, May 27. 

Y.P.R. U. Day at the Shoals, Wednes- 
day, July 14. 

Y. P.R. U. Day at National Conference, 
Chicago, Tuesday, Sept. 28. 

Fair, Wednesday, Thursday, and Fri- 
day, October 27, 28, and 29. 
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Secretary Changes 


The following changes in secretaries 
are noted since last published in this 
column: 3 


Albany, N. Y.— Mr. Karl H. Wilke, 
210 Livingston Avenue. : 

Billerica, Mass.— Mrs. Arthur W. 
Merriam. 7 

Taunton, Mass. — Miss Helen A. Reed. 


Union Notes 

Billerica, Mass. “ Our guild is very 
small; seldom do we have more than 
twenty-five people present. We have 
had some interesting meetings this year. 
One was led by the superintendent of 
our schools here, on the ‘Trinity of 
Success.’ We are to have a meeting in 
a few weeks, led by the principal of our 
high school, on ‘Life in the Philip- 


, 9) 


pines ’, 


Channing Guild, Dorchester, Mass. 
“The membership of the Guild has been 


-members and new officers generally, so 


considerably increased by the taking in 
of a club of young people, from fou . 
to seventeen years of age, who have now - 
arrived at an age when the Y. of. KR. US 
will interest them. We are looking for- 
ward to a very progressive and active 
year.” 


Mendon, Mass. “The Y. P. R. U. 
here has lately reorganized with younger 


everything looks bright for enthusiastic, 
helpful meetings. The young people are 
beginning to show an active interest in 
the affairs of the church, a most hopeful 
sign.” 


Points and Lines 


The many friends of Rev. Harold (ey + 
Arnold of Bridgewater, Mass., will 
interested to hear of his marriage bs 
Monday, April 12, to Miss Helen H. 
Freeman, of West Newton, Mass., and 
to wish Mr. and Mrs. Arnold many ; 
years of usefulness and happiness. a 
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Ae The sessions of the Annual © on June 1. Mr. P. D. Dansingberg of 

ee Meeting of the Association the graduating class of Harvard Di- 
eeting. nit 

were marked by a pleasant vinity School has accepted a call to St. 

spirit of harmony and a promise of Cloud, Minn. Mr. C. E. Aimar of the 

progress. The reports for the year sub- graduating class of the Harvard Divinity 


- mitted by the executive officers of the School has accepted a call to Walpole, 


~ Association and by the special depart- N. H., and Mr. Palfrey Perkins to the 


ments and committees were all encour- First Church, Brighton, Mass. Mr. O. 
aging and convincing. The members of FE. Duer, who has just graduated at the 
the Association were assured of the sta- Pacific School for the Ministry, has ac- 
bility and progress of their work in a_ cepted a call to Everett, Wash. Rev. 
great variety of directions. The formal V. M. Cady has resigned at Alton, IIL, 
addresses were all of a high order of to accept a call to Kansas City, Mo. 
merit, and the Association may well look 
forward to another successful year. The Rev. Charles W. Wendte, 
reports of business and the addresses can Souensy es Secretary of the Associa- 
be found in full in the Christian tion’s Department of Foreign Relations, 
Register. sailed for Europe on June 1 to be gone 
some two months in the interest of the 
Braet Rev. W. S. Nichols was in- International Council. He will visit 
Bean stalled minister at North England, Holland, France, Switzerland, 
“Andover on June 3. Rev. Germany, and possibly Denmark, con- 
J. A. Cruzan, Field Agent on the ferring with our European  fellow- 
Pacific Coast, is supplying the pulpit at workers, arranging for the meeting of 
Seattle in order that the minister there the International Council in Berlin in 
may have some vacation this summer and the summer of 1910, attending the cele- 
at the same time providing that the bration of the University of Geneva as 
church shall not be closed but open for the representative of the Association, and 
the accommodation of the crowds of extending the influence of our cause by 
people attending the Yukon-Alaska Ex- personal visits and public speech. He 
position. has mapped out an exceedingly strenu- 
Mr. H. L. Pickett was ordained and _ ous piece of work. It is to be hoped 
installed minister at Sandwich, Mass., that many of our friends are already 
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- . 
making their plans to be in Europe and 


at the Berlin Council in the summer 
of I910. ‘ 

Rev. Frank W. Pratt, Field Secretary 
of the Association in the Canadian north- 
west, is making preparation for a mis- 
sionary journey of some five or six weeks 
in the remoter parts of his great field. 
He will leave Winnipeg the middle of 
June and go to the Pacific Coast Con- 
ference in Seattle, July 8 to 11. On the 
way out and back he proposes to stop 
and hold meetings at Brandon, Regina, 
Saskatoon, Calgary, Edmundton, Strath- 
cona, Westminster, and Vancouver. 
During his absence from Winnipeg his. 
pulpit there will be supplied by the Rev. 
Felix Taylor, late of Richmond, Eng- 
land, who will also preach at Ottawa, 
Canada, the first two Sundays in June. 


In addition to the usual 
services held at summer re- 
sorts and country places, it 
is proposed to carry on, this summer, an 
extensive open-air campaign. The plan 
is to send out parties of two ministers 
who shall go from place to place and 
hold evening services in the open air. 
While in the nature of an experiment, it 
is hoped that much good will be done by 
this new method of proclaiming the Uni- 
tarian gospel to those who have had no 
other way of hearing it. In all, about 
six parties will be sent out, for ten days 
each. Most of the work will be done in 
northwestern New England. 

Open-air services will also be held at 
the Meeting House in West Roxbury, 
Mass. — Theodore Parker’s old church 
—every Sunday afternoon in June, at 
five o’clock. 

Another series of Unitarian services 
will be held in the Old South Meeting- 
House, Washington Street, Boston, be- 
ginning July 11. It is proposed to have 
these treat of the distinctive principles 
of the liberal faith. Following the suc- 


Summer 
Work 


cess of last year’s work, it is hoped that 
much good will be accomplished through 
this series. Five meetings will be held 
at four o’clock in the afternoon of July 
11 and 25, August 8 and 22, and Sep- 
tember 5. 

t 


The total receipts of the 
Treasurer for the year 
amount to $260,941.07; divided among 
(1) gifts of churches, Sunday-schools, 
Alliances, and individuals for current 
expenses, $93,830.11; (2) gifts and be- 
quests for increase of endowments, $76,- 
641.51; (3) income of invested funds, 
$60,289.02; (4) return of loans from 
the Church Building Loan Fund, $20,- 
674.56; (5) receipts from the sale of 
publications, $9505.87. 


Finance. 


New church buildings have 
been dedicated during the 
last year at Elizabeth, N. 
J.; Lancaster, Pa.; Youngstown, Ohio; 
Jacksonville, Fla.; Urbana, Ill.; Iowa 
City, Ia.; Pink Hill, N. C.; and Belling- 
ham, Wash. New church buildings are 
in process of construction, or will soon 
be begun at Andover, N. H.; Petersham 
and Lynn, Mass.; New London, Conn. ; 
Allegheny, Pa.; while the First Uni- 
tarian Church of Philadelphia has ac- 
quired for a parsonage the house now 
occupied by the minister; a parish house 
for the Scandinavian society at Hanska, 
Minn.; and a parish house at Santa 
Cruz, Cal. At Madison, Wis., a com- 
modious parish house will soon be built. 
This greatly needed addition to this col- 
lege town church is the gift of Dr. 
Charles H. Vilas of New York, both as 
a testimonial of his own devotion to our 
cause and also as a tribute to the home 
of his childhood and the deep interest 
expressed by his father many years ago 
in liberal Christianity. 

Opportunities to start new churches 
have been called to our notice in various 


Church 
Extension. 
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parts of the country. This is especially 
true of the States of Washington and 
Oregon, of the Northwestern provinces 
in Canada, of the Southwest in Arizona, 
Texas, and Oklahoma, of West Virginia 
and Pennsylvania and several places in 
New England. We can report acces- 
sions to our list of churches from Mor- 
gantown, W. Va.; Homestead and 
Black’s Corner in Pennsylvania; Pink 
Hill, N. C.; Traverse City and Bendon, 
Mich.; Dalbo and Springvale, Minn. 
Some twenty or more towns might be 
definitely mentioned where other organ- 
izations have actually been under discus- 
sion. 


The printing and distribu- 
tion of tracts for the past 
year have amounted to 
414,000 copies. Including the special edi- 
tions of 50,000 copies of Mr. Casson’s 
“The Church of the Modern Spirit,” 
this total exceeds by 27,000 the record 
of the year previous, which was the high- 
est up to that time. Twelve tracts have 
been added to the list during the year, 
one each month according to the now 
established rule, bringing the number 
up to 276. Samples of all new tracts 
have been mailed promptly upon issue to 
the tract rack or tract table attendants 
in all of our churches. The continuous 
advertising of each new tract in the 
Christian Register, with a change of copy 
on the last Thursday of each month, 
has been regularly maintained. One 
hundred copies of Channing’s “ Dis- 
courses and Essays,” the exact number 
also distributed last year, have been 
given away to settled ministers and theo- 
logical students of all denominations. 
Fifteen books have been published 
during the year, of which three were 
additional volumes in the works of 
Theodore Parker, and twelve were of a 
miscellaneous character. It is again 
worthy of remark that all of our new 


Publication 
Department. 


s 


books, except one, submitted to a com- 
mittee of the New York State Library 
for possible recommendation, were placed 
upon their approved list of the 1000 
best books out of the upwards of 8000 
published in the United States last year. 
Of the new books 5087 copies have been 
sold; of the older books (issued previous 
to May 1, 1908) 6177 have been called 
for; 1795 hymn and service books have 
been purchased by the churches, which is 
somewhat below the average reached for 
the past three or four years. ‘The total 
sale, including these hymn and service 
books, amounts, therefore, to 13,059 
volumes, as against 10,633 of the year 
before, that previous year establishing 
the highest record up to that time. This 
increase is about 23 per cent, approxi- 
mately two-thirds of the increase belong- 
ing to the new books and one-third to 
the old. Editions in sheets of two of the 
new books have been sold for the British 
market. Two of the new books have 
likewise been imported in sheets; all the 
rest are of home manufacture, and all 
except one are by American authors,— 
one of the imported books being written 
by an American, although first published 
abroad. 


The Secretary of this 
Department has the ad- 
vantage of being also the 
executive officer of the 
International Council of Unitarian and 
other Liberal Religious Thinkers and 
Workers, and in direct communication 
with the religious leaders and fellow- 
ships which are included in that organ- 
ization. One of his principal duties, 
therefore, has been to conduct a large 
correspondence in several languages with 
the sympathizers and allies of Unitarian 
thought in various foreign countries, and 
to acquaint them with our endeavors in 
behalf of the universal brotherhood of 
nations and the religious unity of man- 


kind. 


Department of 
Foreign 
Relations. 
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Of great assistance in this work has 
been the contributions which the Secre- 
tary and others have made to the various 
liberal religious journals of Great Brit- 
ain, Germany, France, Holland, Switz- 
erland, Scandinavia, and other countries. 
By a series of international notes in the 
Christian Register, and communications 
to other American journals, the Secre- 
tary has sought to familiarize our own 
constituency with foreign conditions in 
church and State, and create a larger in- 
terest in the world-wide spread of Uni- 
tarian and progressive religion. 

In July last, in accordance with a 
vote of the Boston International Con- 
gress, a circular appeal was issued asking 
for contributions toward the erection of 
the Calvin-Reformation monument at 
Geneva, Switzerland, and the Servetus 
monument at Vienne, France. ‘The 
350th anniversary of the founding of 
the University of Geneva and its theo- 
logical Seminary, which takes place this 
summer, has led the Association, in re- 
sponse to an official invitation by the 
University authorities, to appoint Hon. 
Curtis Guild, Jr., and its Foreign Secre- 
tary to represent it on that occasion. 

The approaching session of the Fifth 
Congress of Unitarian and Other Reli- 
gious Liberals at Berlin in the summer 
of 1910 has occupied a large part of the 
attention of the Secretary, who finds it 
necessary to make a journey to Europe 
in June and July of this year in order 
to visit various countries and arouse in- 
terest in the Congress, and confer with 
the committee of the local association in 
Germany. The Secretary has been 
called on to address numerous bodies in 
our own and other fellowships on the 
nature and aims of this international 
movement. 

The work of the Association in Japan 
has been continued under the same na- 
tive teaching and control as during the 
six previous years. Our relations with 


our Unitarian brethren in Hungary con- 
tinue to be cordial and helpful. ‘The re- 
cent visit of the President of the Associ- 
ation to England has been of much im- 
portance to the international cause and 
led to conferences and decisions which 
cannot fail to advance the Unitarian in- 
terests at home and abroad. 

An interesting extension of the work 
and influence of the International Con- 
gress held in Boston two years since is 
the recent organization of a National 
Federation of Religious Liberals, which 
has just held its first Congress in Phila- 
delphia. 


Publicity 
Department. 


During the past year, sev- 
eral new plans for pub- 
licity work have been suc- 
cessfully carried out. The Paragraph 
Pulpit has been published in many papers 
throughout the United States and Cana- 
da. Many contracts have been made 
and paid for by the local churches, while 
many more have been placed with the 
financial assistance of the Department. 
Of special interest was the publication 
of the Pulpit in three Swedish papers of 
Chicago, the paragraphs being trans- 
lated by Rev. August Dellgren, the 
minister of the Swedish church there. 
In Salida, Col., one-half the expense of 
a year’s contract has been paid by a 
Unitarian layman; in Glenwood, Col., 
the Pulpit was published for three 
months at the expense of the minister of 
New Castle, Col. The Women’s Alli- 
ances of Brockton and vicinity have 
joined in bearing the expense of publica- 
tion in a Brockton daily paper. Con- 
tracts have also been made with the col- 
lege papers of the University of Illinois 
and the State School at Ames, Ia., for 
the publication of the Pulpit through 
the school year. In two instances, copy 
has been supplied at the request of news- 
paper proprietors, who have printed the 
paragraphs without charge. 
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The first number of the Unitarian 
Calendar appeared in October, 1908. 
This little magazine has been most cor- 
dially received, and is now mailed 
monthly, in lots of two hundred or 
more, to forty-three churches; it also 
has a large number of individual sub- 
scribers. 

Local editions of “‘ The Church of the 
Modern Spirit? have been prepared for 
about eighty churches, the total circula- 
tion of the booklet to the first of June 
being 54,000. 

In addition to the work of the office, 
the Secretary has delivered seventy-one 
addresses during the past year, making 
extensive missionary trips to the North- 
western and Southwestern States, special 
series of meetings being held in Winni- 
peg, Man., and Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Mr. Casson will have charge, this year, 
of the summer services to be held in the 


Old South Meeting House. 


The work among the 

Department : : ; 
Norwegians in Minnesota 

of New een? full 
ee as been successfully car- 


ried forward. A new 
parish house is building for the use of 
the Society at Hanska. New churches 
have been organized at Dalbo and 
Springvale, Minn., and placed under the 
charge of Rev. David Holmgren, who 
will further extend this new circuit. 
Mr. Norman has also developed a num- 
ber of new preaching stations and Mr. 
Huseby will renew his work this sum- 
mer in the northwestern part of the 
state. ‘The excellent monthly magazine 
continues to have wide circulation and 
influence. 

The Swedish work in and about Chi- 
cago under the direction of Mr. Dell- 
eren has been furthered by the use of 
the Paragraph Pulpit in a number of 
Swedish publications, by holding meet- 
ings both week day nights and Sundays 
‘n different parts of Chicago and the 


suburbs, and by the use of the new Song 
and Service Book prepared by Mr. Dell- 
gren for the Swedish Unitarian congre- 
gations. 

The six Icelandic societies in Mani- 
toba and the two periodicals which carry 
our message to the Icelanders continue 
their good work, though the Society in 
Gimli has suffered loss by fire. The 
work of the parent church in Winnipeg 
is in a very flourishing state, and Mr. 
Petursson, the pastor, feels that the time 
has come for him to place the Winnipeg 
work in other hands and take upon him- 
self the labors of a Field Missionary. 
Three young ministers, prepared at 
Meadville, will soon be available for 
service and will press forward the Ice- 
landic work. 

The work among the Italians in east- 
ern Massachusetts, under the direction 
of Mr. Malgeri, has been extremely suc- 
cessful, and plans are making for the 
establishment of a headquarters for this 
work in Boston. The work conducted 
among the colored people of Greater 
Boston by Rev. Powhatan Bagnall has 
also developed a very interesting field 
of service. 


To unify and concentrate 

Department of the forces which make for 
Comity and religious sincerity, free- 
Fellowship. dom, and progress in the 
United States, and bring 

them from time to time into council 
and cooperation, the Committee on 
Comity and Fellowship has devoted its 
efforts to the organization of an Ameri- 
can federation of religious liberals, the 
national counterpart of the already ex- 
isting International Council. A meeting 
was held in Philadelphia on the third of 
December, 1908, at which the National 
Federation of Religious Liberals was 
organized. By invitation of the liberal 
branch of the Society of Friends in 
Philadelphia the first Congress of the 


new association convened in their Meet- 
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ing House on Race Street on April 27 
to 30, 1909. The Congress was a re- 
markable gathering from every point of 
view. ‘The attendance at the sessions 
ranged from 500 to 1500. Besides the 
pronouncedly liberal denominations, such 
as the Universalists, Unitarians, Liberal 
Friends, Reformed Jews, and German 
Evangelical Churches, and such associ- 
ations as the Free Religious Association 
of America, the Congress of Religion, 
the Ethical Culture Association, there 
participated in it also, unofficially, Bap- 
tists, Congregationalists, Christians, Dis- 
ciples, Episcopalians, Lutherans, and 
Roman Catholics. At the closing sym- 
posium on “The Fellowship of the 
Spirit” the speakers belonged to four- 
teen different religious fellowships. The 
papers and proceedings are to appear in 
a volume to be published in the autumn. 

The Association has continued to co- 
operate cordially with the work of the 
State Federations of Churches in Massa- 
chusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut. 
The President of the Association is an 
officer of the Massachusetts Federation, 
and has been active in forwarding its co- 
operative endeavors. A significant event 
of the year in this department has been 
the action of the New Jersey Associa- 
tion of Congregational Churches in ad- 
mitting the Unitarian Church in Hack- 
ensack, N. J., to full membership, the 
church retaining all its old associations 
and allegiances. It may prove that this 
is the first step in the re-establishment 
of intimate relations between the two 
branches of the Congregational church. 


The work of the ten col- 
lege town churches has 
een successfully carried 
forward. New church buildings have 
been dedicated for the societies in Ur- 
bana, Ill., and Iowa City, Ia. A new 
college town church has been added to 
the list by the organization of the First 


Department 
of Education. 


Unitarian Society of Morgantown, W. 
Va., the seat of the University of West 
Virginia. 

Under appointment from the Commit- 
tee on Education the following have 
served as lecturers on the Billings Foun- 
dation: Rev. Bradford Leavitt in the 
Rocky Mountain Department, Rev. M. 
O. Simons in the Pacific Department, 
Rev. Thomas Clayton in West Virginia 
and Pennsylvania, Rev. H. H. Saunder- 
son in the middle west and Canada, Rev. 
Thomas Van Ness in the Connecticut 
Valley. Secretary Casson of the Pub- 
licity Department made two long jour- 
neys, one in the northwestern and one in 
the southwestern states. The President 
and the Secretary of the Association 
have made their customary visits to the 
churches, covering the country from 
Maine to Texas. 

The income of the Frothingham Fund 
No. 2 has continued to aid the work of 
Tuskegee Institute, the Calhoun Col- 
ored School and Danville Institute. 
Steps have been taken to incorporate the 
Danville Institute and to raise a sum 
for the purchase of property. 

New buildings have added to the 
completeness of the plant, both at the 
Hackley School, Tarrytown, N. Y., and 
at Proctor Academy, Andover, N. H. 
The latter Academy still needs an en- 
dowment and subscriptions toward the 
erection of a new boys’ dormitory to re- 
place the dormitory destroyed by fire 
last winter. The Tuckerman School 
for Parish Assistants has closed a suc- 
cessful year and graduated its first class. 


The Department was es- 

Department of . 
: tablished by vote of the 

Social and Sey 

Presence Association at the annual 
meeting in May, 1908. 
During the summer the work was or- 
ganized and Rey. Elmer S. Forbes was 
appointed Secretary, entering upon his 
duties on October 1, 1908. Several 
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lines of work have been successfully 
carried forward since that time. 

1. A Preliminary Inquiry. It was 
deemed important to learn what our 
Unitarian churches are now doing for 
social welfare, and accordingly a letter 
was addressed to all the settled minis- 
ters, asking for definite information. 
The results of the investigation have 
been embodied in a report published May 
1, 1909. (See paragraph 5 below. ) 

>. Bureau of Information. The 
first function of the Department has 
been to serve as a bureau of information 
and reference on social subjects. The 
Secretary has endeavored to answer the 
inquiries of interested ministers, church- 
es, and clubs, recommend lines of study 
or of work, suggest speakers, and put 
our churches into connection with the 
great philanthropic and reform move- 
ments of our time. 

3. Addresses and Public Meetings. 
The Secretary has given seventy-five ad- 
dresses, lectures, and sermons before 
Churches, Alliances, Men’s_ Clubs, 
Young People’s Religious Unions, and 
other associations. Besides explaining 
the purpose and aims of the Depart- 
ment, he has spoken on Village Im- 
Savings Bank Life Insur- 
The Insti- 


similar 


provement, 
ance, Associated Charities, 
tutional Church, and other 
topics. 

4. Social Service Library. The De- 
partment has secured and opened a small 
but carefully selected library of books 
upon social subjects. It is for the use of 
ministers, members of Alliances, Post 
Office Mission correspondents, and 
others who may be interested. A cata- 
logue has been published, which will be 
mailed upon request. 

5. Social Service Bulletin. It is 
proposed to issue monthly a publication 
bearing this title. Its office will be two- 
fold: first, to present, in convenient 
form, suggestions for the organization 
and conduct in our churches of work 


having social value; second, to give 
wider circulation to articles of real 
worth bearing on different phases of the 
social question. The first number ap- 
peared May 1, 1909, and is the report 
already mentioned, on “ The Social Wel- 
fare Work of Unitarian Churches.” 

6. Affiliation with Philanthropic 
Movements. ‘Through this Department 
the American Unitarian Association has 
become a member of the American 
Prison Association, the Massachusetts 
Civic League, the National Conference 
of Charities and Corrections, the Na- 
tional Health League, and the Play- 
ground Association of America. The 
Department has brought to the notice 
of our ministers in Massachusetts the 
plan for Savings Bank Life Insurance 
and Old Age Annuities, and has called 
to the attention of our ministers in New 
York the admirable Labor Colonies Bill, 
and the District Workhouse Bill, pend- 
ing before the legislature of that state. 

7. Emerson Hall Meeting. A re- 
ception was given to the Department 
by Prof. Francis G. Peabody in the 
rooms of the Social Ethics Department 
at Emerson Hall, Harvard University, 
on November 23, 1908. Several hun- 
dred people were present, and addresses 
were made by Prof. Peabody, President 
Samuel A. Eliot and the Secretary of 
the Department, setting forth its pur- 
poses and hopes. 


ADDITIONS TO THE SOCIAL SERVICE 
LIBRARY 


Tue STANDARD OF LIVING IN W oRK- 
INGMEN’S FAMILIES IN New YorK 
City. Chapin. 


An effort to find the essentials and cost of a nor- 
mal standard of living. 


Boys’ SELF-GOVERNING Ciuss. Buck. 


A valuable contribution to the boy problem. Con- 
tains the constitution of a typical boys’ club, and a 
useful chapter on parliamentary law. 


GARDEN CITIES. Howard. 
A peaceful path to social reform. 
Tur CHurRCH OF TO-DAY. Crooker. 


A plea for the church as an institution. 
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In behalf of the Committee 
of the Board of Directors 
on the administration of 
the Ministerial Aid Fund, I beg to re- 
port that from the income of the Minis- 
terial Aid Fund, the Rebecca Warren 
Fund, and the Judah Monis Fund, aid 
to the amount of $4655.76 has been 
given during the year to thirty-two 
worthy ministers and two widows of 
ministers. 

In accordance with the agreement en- 
tered into by the Directors of the As- 
sociation by which the Association acts 
as the Trustee of the Funds of the Uni- 
tarian Service Pension Society, the 
Treasurer has, under the instruction of 
the Directors of that Society, distributed 
to the qualified beneficiaries the sum of 
$1473.22. 


Ministerial 
Aid. 


During the year the capi- 


2 Sean tal of the fund has been 
LA aa) 2 oa” increased by the sum of 
: $1002.91, so that the 


principal now amounts to $147,269.08. 
Seven societies have completed payments, 
and new loans to the amount of $14,- 
000.00 have been made to six churches. 
These new loans have been to the So- 


ciety in Reading and Holyoke, Mass., 
Grand Rapids, Mich., Iowa City, Ia., 
New Orleans, La., and an additional 
loan to Revere, Mass. ‘There are now 
outstanding loans to sixty churches, and 
the total amount loaned since the addi- 
tion to the fund has been $437,180.00 
in 169 loans. ‘ 


. The library has received by 
gift and accession fifty 
bound volumes and two 

hundred and fifty pamphlets. One 
thousand six hundred and fifty catalogue 
cards have been written and filed. The 
large accessions secured last year have 
been catalogued and shelved. A new 
bookcase has been added, which, for the 
present, cares for the new accessions. 

The sets of lantern slides have been 
usd by eleven ministers for illustrative 
purposes, and have traveled as far as 
Kansas and Iowa. 

The library is entirely dependent up- 
on gifts. A modest endowment would 
enable the Association to complete and 
maintain a unique collection illustrating 
the history and development of the Uni- 
tarlan movement. 


Library. 


National Alliance of 


Unitarian and Other Liberal Christian @omen 
Headquarters: Room 10, 25 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass. 


Miss Emma C. Low, President 
153 State St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Mrs. Lucia CLAPP NOYES, Treasurer 
Mattapan, Mass. 


Mrs. Emity A. FIFIELD, Fec. Sec., 

4 Ashland St., Dorchester, Mass, 
Mrs. Ropert H. Davis, Cor. Sec., 

19 East 44th St., New York 


Miss FLORENCE EVERETT, Clerk. Office hours 9.30 A.M. to 4P.M. 


The Alliance meetings in Anniversary 
Week were better than ever before, with 
two brilliant sessions and audiences fill- 
ing the church. Many were turned 
away from the public meeting on Mon- 
day. Miss Low presided, and on the 
platform were the two secretaries, Mrs. 
J. W. Andrews, the former president; 
Mrs. S. E. Hooper, and Mrs. Kate 
Gannett Wells, of the “ Old Guard.” 

Rey. Mr. Cummings brought the 
greetings of Dr. Hale, who, though in 
fairly good health, was not able this year 
to attend all the meetings, some of them 
incomplete without him. Mr. Cum- 
mings congratulated the Alliance on its 
progress and spoke of the Laymen’s 
League organized in the morning, saying 
all would have to make redoubled ef- 
forts; the Alliance having been the right 
wing, we could now fly with two wings. 

The president’s address touched upon 
some new features of Alliance work, her 
gratification at the continued accession of 
branches and the increased co-operation 
between the different sections. 

Two Alliance hymns were sung and 
then followed the three papers announc- 
ed for the afternoon: ‘‘ Children and 
Old Testament Stories,” by Mrs. John 
A. Bellows of Boston; ‘ Children’s 
Literature from an Ethical Standpoint,” 
by Mrs. Philip Comstock of Brooklyn, 
N. Y.; and ‘“ Characteristic Forces of 
the Alliance,” by Mrs. John W. Day of 
St. Louis, Mo. 

These papers were valuable and too 
important to be abridged. It is hoped 
that the Alliance may have them among 
its Lending Papers, that every member 
may have the pleasure afforded the large 
gathering on Monday. 


Mrs. J. W. Andrews was welcomed 
by the rising of the whole audience, and 
expressed her pleasure at being present. 
She paid a sincere and touching tribute 
to the late B. J. Lang who as organist of 
the church, had often played our hymns. 

The meeting closed with the Lord’s 
Prayer. 


The annual meeting for business was 
held on the morning of Tuesday, May 
25, and was again an inspiring occasion. 
The large audiences gave close attention 
to the annual reports of the secretaries 
and of the various committees and to the 
very end every member was noticeably 
still. Not a rustle of programmes or 
wave of fan, hardly a turn of the head 
could be observed. The report of the 
president and recording secretary appear 
in this issue of WorK AND Work. All 
the other reports will be printed in full 
in the Manual. 

Vice-presidents 
elected as follows: 


and directors were 


For VicE-PRESIDENTS. 


New England, Caroline $. Atherton. 
Middle States and Canada, M. Almy 
Forbes. Southern States, Hephzibah W. 
Churchill. Western States, Emma N. 
Delano. Rocky Mountains, Perlina S. 
Davis. Pacific Coast, Amelia R. Grif- 
fith. 

For Directors. 


Maine, Elizabeth S. Boyd, Alberta G. 
Scott. New Hampshire, Mary A. Proc- 
tor, Effie L. Tufts, Emma Young. Ver- 
mont, Grace D. Staples. Massachusetts, 
Edith R. Bolster, Wilhelmina C. Clif- 
ford, Helen L. Day, Clara P. Friend, 
Lucy M. Harwood, Harriet R. Holden, 
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Sarah E. Hooper, Alice R. Keyes, Grace 
R. B. MacGowan, Sarah F. K. Nash, 
Abby A. Peterson, Caroline E. C. Sa- 
ville, Mary L. Sheldon, Alma F. Smith, 
Mary P. W. Smith, Louise K. Standish, 
Mary B. Strong, Elizabeth S. Tyler. 
Rhode Island, Mary D. Phelon. Con- 
necticut, Ainnie C. S. Fenner. New 
York, Harriet B. Boynton, Sarah A. 
Kenney, Ida Slade. New Jersey, Kath- 
leen W. Harding. Pennsylvania, Anna 
H. Howell. Maryland and District of 
Columbia, Mary N. Perry. Canada, S. 
Margaret Loud. Ohio, Fanny Field. 
Michigan, Ida A. Marks. Illinois, 
Sarah J. Jarvis. Wisconsin, Ethel Pot- 
ter. Minnesota, Alice W. Child. Iowa, 
Faith J. West. Missouri, Vie B. Mer- 
sereau. Kansas, Mary S. Learnard. 
Colorado, Martha M. Keezer. Nebras- 
ka, Adelia A. Whitney. Oregon, Avis 
M. Stewart. California, Elizabeth G. 
Baurhyte, Mary B. Presson. 

The total number of ballots cast was 
382. As usual, many ballots sent by 
mail were thrown out, as no credential 
came with them. ‘The secretary regrets 
that all efforts to make it clear that bal- 
lots without credentials could not be 
counted were unavailing. In some cases 
this might seriously affect the result. 


The following letters from the British 
League of Unitarian Women gave much 
pleasure: 

“Tt seems almost presumptuous for 
our puny baby-society to sent its greet- 
ings to a sister society so grown up and 
distinguished as the Alliance! Never- 
theless we do venture to offer our con- 
gratulations on the position the Alliance 
has attained in our American Unitarian 
Churches, and trust it may go forward 
with an ever widening influence in the 
uplifting and strengthening of our com- 
mon faith. 

“ Believe me, 

“Very truly yours, 
“HELEN Brooke-Herrorp.” 


“T am desired by my committee, 
which met on Wednesday, May 12, to 
send you our most cordial greetings and 
to say that, following on your example 
in the ‘ National Alliance of Unitarian 
and other Liberal Christian Women,’ 
the British League seems to be flourish- 
ing and taking a stand amongst many of 
our Unitarian churches in England and 
Scotland. We are deeply grateful for 
any interest our sisters across the water 
may take in our efforts to become a help- 
ful and united band of workers. 

“Wishing you a continuance of suc- 
cess in the work you are doing for the 
sake of Liberal Christianity, I am, 

“Yours truly, 
“VIOLET PRESTON, 
“ Hon. Sec. to the League.” 


“T am very glad of the opportunity 
you so kindly give me of sending the 
cordial greetings of the Liverpool Branch 
of the British League of Unitarian 
Women to the National Alliance in 
America. The very fact of our having 
formed ourselves into a League, follow- 
ing — at some distance, perhaps — your 
splendid example, brings us much nearer 
to you in feeling and in aims. Our ef- 
forts seem as yet young and insignificant 
compared with yours, but we hope to 
expand and ripen as the time goes on. I 
wish you could send us some of your 
enthusiasm and vigor. . I wish we 
could all arrive in your midst, on a 
magic carpet out of the Arabian Nights. 
We should learn a few things! Failing 
that, many of us will be present with you 
in spirit, and all send our hearty and fra- 
ternal greetings.” 

(Signed) FLorence RoseErts. 


In return, the greetings and congratu- 
lations of the Alliance assembled were 
sent to the British League of Unitarian 
Women. 


It was voted that congratulations and 
affectionate good wishes should be sent 
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to Julia Ward Howe, one of the oldest 
and warmest friends of the Alliance. 
The message was sent on May 27, being 
Mrs. Howe’s ninetieth birthday. 


The report of the Committee on Ap- 
peals caused enthusiastic applause. Every 
appeal but one sent out this year had 
been quickly and generously filled. New 
Orleans, coming late, still needed one 
hundred and fifty dollars. This was im- 
mediately completed by pledges from the 
floor, and the year ends with a closed ac- 
count. 


One note of sadness reached the meet- 
ing in the announcement of the death of 
Mrs. Edith King Davis of San Fran- 
cisco, formerly vice-president of the Al- 
liance. Her death will touch every 
branch of Unitarian work, from the the- 
ological school to the Cheerful Letter 
Exchange, and her loss will be deeply 
deplored. 


ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT. 


Members and friends: 

It is a pleasure and a privilege to 
welcome so large a number who show by 
their presence here their interest in what 
we familiarly call ‘The Alliance.” 

These meetings in anniversary week 
are occasions when, after the rush of a 
busy winter, we pause. 

At this meeting we receive from the 
speakers refreshment in thought and pur- 
pose. To-morrow we will survey, through 
the annual reports, the results of our 
fellowship and co-operation during the 
past year, and be stimulated by them to 
seek for new opportunities to strengthen 
the faith we hold dear. 

No woman should fail to hear these 
reports, nor in hearing them, can any 
woman whose heart has burned to help 
on the objects for which the Alliance 
stands, fail to be thrilled by what has 


been accomplished and to give thanks 
that she has been so blessed as to have 
had a part in the work. 

A new line of Alliance activity in the 
past year has been an effort to reach the 
girls of liberal faith who are in college. 
The committee, composed of college 
graduates, has accomplished much in 
having communicated with every branch 
which has a college in its city or town, 
and asking what that branch has done ta 
attract or to seek out the girls whose re- 
ligious tendencies would make them in 
sympathy with a liberal Church. ‘This 
effort has been received with interest by 
branches which are anxious to help and 
by ministers who seek assistance in this 
direction. While the work is too new to 
show definite results, it is a step in the 
right direction and through the hearty 
co-operation of the branches with the 
college girl committee much may be done 
to keep our young girls in college true 
to their faith. Looking forward to the 
work of the coming year, many opportu- 
nities appear, and many problems as 
well. It has been shown by experience 
that the power of the personal word 
spoken face to face, is far greater than 
the written or printed message, in hold- 
ing the widely scattered branches of this 
great organization true to the feeling of 
fellowship and to the spirit of co-opera- 
tion, which are essential to its success. 

One of the problems is to make the 
funds at the disposal of the executive 
board for traveling expenses do the most 
efficient work. During the past winter 
the president visited the branches in 
Canada and was most cordially received, 
and feels that she understands them and 
their work far better than before, while 
they are closer in fellowship and have a 
stronger realization of our common pur- 
pose. The chairman of the Southern 
Missionary work was sent to the South- 
ern Conference in New Orleans, and the 
Western vice-president to the Western 
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Conference in St. Paul. This is but a 
very small proportion of what needs to 
be done. Certain sections have not met 
a national officer other than those of 
their own section for six years. Can we 
wonder that their interest and loyalty 
flags ? 

An opportunity for strengthening the 
fellowship is before us this year, in the 
meeting of the National Conference in 
Chicago next September. The Alliance 
will hold a meeting on Thursday after- 
noon of conference week. Our oppor- 
tunity is to make that meeting truly 
national in its representation. To this 
end therefore, every branch should send 
at least one representative, that the Al- 
liance women of the Pacific coast and 
those of the Atlantic coast may meet 
with the women of the great inland sec- 
tion and feel the inspiration which comes 
from large numbers moved with enthusi- 
asm for a common cause. 

What organization whose work is 
worth while, is without its problems and 
its opportuninties? It may be that in 
the Alliance the opportunities come to 
the branches and the problems to the 
Executive Board. However that may 
be, it is only necessary to bring into the 
work a spirit of helpfulness and interest 
so broad and strong that every woman 
will feel the impetus of this fellowship, 
which when it finds expression in co- 
operation, will insure continued success 
in our endeavors in the service of God 
and man. 

Facing the work of another year 
strong in this spirit, we may rejoice in 
our opportunities and have no fear of 
our problems. 


REPORT OF THE RECORDING SECRETARY. 


Several of the branch reports lately 
received begin with saying “We have 
no story to tell, for the year has been a 
quiet one.” ‘This was also the mind of 
the secretary as she began the report 


annually demanded by the by-laws. In 
one sense the year has indeed been a quiet 
one, with no unusual event to record. 
There has been no International Coun- 
cil to enliven us, and no National Con- 
ference to give us fresh impetus. Never- 
theless this has been a far from inactive 
year, and every one who was willing for 
service found plenty of work to her 
hand. The audience yesterday and today 
shows how interest in this great body is 
growing. 

The various new departments estab- 
lished by the A. U. A. touch the Alliance 
on every side and have opened avenues 
of fresh interest for every branch. Ex- 
perience shows us that all earnest recom- 
mendations of the Association surely 
stimulate the Alliance to greater effort. 
Thus the Publicity Department with its 
Paragraph Pulpit furnishes another im- 
plement for the Post Office Mission; the 
Department for Social and Public Ser- 
vice supplies a reason for the Alliance 
member who believes in showing faith 
by charitable work, and the Tuckerman 
School gives increasing opportunity for 
co-operation in Sunday-school and Parish 
work. ‘There is widest scope for the best 
endeavors of every one. 

In the Alliance itself the active prog- 
ress of improvement is most distinctly 
visible in every department, as the report 
of each committee will prove. 

It is not to be expected that there will 
be henceforth a rapid increase in the 
number of branches, but eleven have 
been added this year. Of the 478 so- 
cieties belonging to the American Uni- 
tarian Association, 367 report Alliance 
branches, therefore there is still convinc- 
ing work to be done among the churches, 
but the growth in numbers and in 
strength from this time on must largely 
depend upon increased membership in the 
present branches. 

There are now branches in twenty- 
four states where the membership is less 
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than the one hundred which entitles 
them to a director. Measured by the 
opportunities before us, our present at- 
tainment has not reached the highest 
point. 

The Executive Board has held its reg- 
ular monthly meetings without interrup- 
tion, with an average attendance of 
twenty. Members have been present 
from eleven states and Canada, 

One change only has been made in 

the board, by the death of Miss Helen 
F. Spalding of Portland, Oregon. Miss 
Spalding was a gifted woman, prominent 
in educational and philanthropic activi- 
ties in her own city and devoted to the 
Unitarian Church. She had always been 
an earnest - Alliance worker and the 
board rightfully anticipated much pleas- 
‘ure from her election as. vice-president 
for the Pacific coast. Her death was a 
serious loss to that section and to the 
Alliance at large. : 

In pursuance of the plan now well 
established one regular meeting of the 
board was held outside of Boston, this 
year on January 8 in Philadelphia. 
This, like all meetings of the board, has 
been reported in Worp AND Work, and 
it is sufficient here to record it as a suc- 
cessful effort to prevent the Alliance 
from appearing to localize its work and 
to make it really national. 

As far as possible, the officers of the 
board are sent in various directions to 
represent the Alliance at Conferences 
and to visit branches to give encourage- 
ment and help, to explain methods, and 
in every way to bring all sections into 
harmonious working towards the fellow- 
ship of which we boast. The correspond- 
ing secretary attended the Southern Con- 
ference and the Conference at Mead- 
ville; the chairman of the Southern 
Committee was sent to New Orleans 
for the meeting of the Associate Alli- 
ance; the President has made an extend- 
ed tour through Canada, visiting Ver- 


mont branches on her return, and has 
also presided over a special meeting 
called in Chicago, that members in that 
section might confer together. 

More than ever before the vice-presi- 
dents and directors have taken advantage 
of the rule which requires them to visit 
branches whenever practicable. 

Isolation and lack of co-operation re- 
tard the growth, if they do not alto- 
gether crush out the life of church or 
Alliance. Hence the board realizes the 
great value of the Associate Alliances, of 
which there are now twelve, which 
bring together periodically all branches 
within reasonable distance of each other. 
Of these, the New England Associate 
Alliance is naturally the largest. At the 
mid-winter meeting 457 delegates from 
95 branches were present. The New 
York League, more closely organized and 
with a membership fee of its own, is 
doing admirable work along many lines 
and making itself felt as a power in the 
city. 

The regular issue of WorpD AND 
Work continues to be another unifying 
medium for conveying intelligence to the 
branches, and no member need be ignor- 
ant of what is done in any department 
of the Unitarian body. We wish every 
woman in the Alliance would read it. 

Early in the year the Alliance received 
the gift of $100 from Willimantic, 
Conn., where the church for several 
reasons was closed and the Alliance dis- 
banded. Already one Life Membership 
had been created by the branch, and the 
Executive Board voted to use the gift 
to confer the Life Membership certifi- 
cate upon four other women who had 
been active members. ‘The Alliance thus 
secures a perpetual membership fee and 
the interest of five faithful women as 
long as they may live. At some future 
time both church and branch may revive. 

The report of the treasurer will show 
ether additions to the Life Membership 
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Fund, and the names added to the In 
Memoriam list to be forever held in most 
grateful remembrance. 

The Executive Board has received and 
authorized for printing a new leaflet on 
‘Unitarian Beliefs.” It takes the place 
of an older one on the same subject, now 
out of print, and will unquestionably 
meet with approval. Branches have now 
a variety of topics presented for reading 
and discussion as new editions of other 
leaflets have been issued. 

A fresh revision of the catalogue of 
the Lending Library has been made, in- 
cluding all new additions, making it 
more than ever helpful and proving its 
continued usefulness in the daily appli- 
cations received for the books. 

In this and every other way the 
board aims to assist the branches in 
carrying out the purposes of the Alliance 
as set forth in the by-laws. 

From the Library we are led to speak 
a word of the Post Office Mission, which 
takes the lead as one of the standing 
committees. Its chairman will tell the 
story of much achieved and much broad- 
ening of the work during the past year. 
Interest in the Post Office Mission never 
flags whenever successfully undertaken, 
and the only wonder is that with so 
much accomplished there are still so 
many untouched places to be reached 
and so many minds still to be en- 
lightened. The board has authorized a 
new edition of Miss Ellis’s Mission for 
this committee. 

Most of you will be equally inter- 
ested in the report of the Cheerful Let- 
ter Exchange, showing the far-reaching 
and beneficent influence of this other 
national committee. 

The church extension and circuit 
preaching in the South continues to be 
of foremost importance as missionary 
work for the Alliance. We were proud 
last year to report six chapels already in 
use, and only a few weeks ago, on March 


‘ 


28, a seventh was dedicated at Pink 
Hill, N. C. The seven chapels and 
twenty-two preaching stations are minis- 
tered to by four men, three of whom 
have been for several years in the service 
of the Alliance. ‘The work they have 
done is not to be measured by the visible 
result of established churches, although 
these amply repay the efforts in time and 
money they have cost. They are more 
than churches, they are centers of re- 
ligious influence, of education and civil- 
ization, and have already produced a 
very appreciable effect upon the com- 
munities where they are placed. Sunday 
services, a school, elevating social oppor- 
tunities, how much they mean in places 
which have never been blessed with 
either! An Alliance branch, at one of 
these chapels, the only one in North 
Carolina, sends its annual tribute and 
report, and does its part to swell the 
total good, counting one to complete the 
roll. All this is made possible by the 
united efforts of the branches. Nothing 
should retard this work or prevent its 
legitimate expansion in promising direc- 
tions. 

Green Harbor, Mass., is almost as 
isolated. Grace Chapel and its parson- 
age are maintained in excellent condi- 
tion, the people having worked hard to 
make needed repairs and keep free from 
debt. Your active interest and generous 
help must still be given that this little 
village with its one chapel may continue 
to be the upholder of our liberal faith 
in that section. It is the child of the 
Alliance. 

The Committee on Appeals will re- 
port the hearty response which has been 
made to the recommendations of the 
board and the present very satisfactory 
condition of the five appeals made this 
year. 

Nothing helps the advancement of our 
faith more than a well-filled liberal pul- 
pit; therefore the Board recommends 
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continued interest in the two Theological 
Schools at Meadville and Berkeley. 
Both schools appear to have facilities for 
giving a good ministerial education, but 
as yet they do not seem able to train 
enough capable men to keep pace with 
the needs. 

It has long been the wish of our 
President that the Alliance should take 
an active interest in the effort to reach 
the children of Unitarians who are away 
from home in school and college, and 
this year a committee was appointed to 
look after college girls, to help them to 
keep in touch with minister and church 
of their own faith, if possible, and to 
preserve their loyalty to it. This efh- 
cient committee has already proved the 
importance of the work intrusted to it 
and has a list of 54 places, from many of 
which interesting letters have been re- 
ceived. It is deemed of great impor- 
tance to have a Unitarian Church in 
every college town, but what is the ad- 
vantage if it does not keep the young 
people within its fold? Minister, 
church, and Alliance branch are there- 
fore admonished to hold the college girl 
as a peculiar charge, to be called upon, 
to be invited to join in the activities of 
the local church, and to share in its good 
times, that the Unitarian girl finding 
her form of belief respected may appre- 
ciate her inheritance and preserve her 
loyalty. In several places all this is 
done. 

The interest taken in the Alliance by 
the Universalist women has been a source 
of pride and pleasure. Joint meetings 
of Universalist and Unitarian women 
have been well attended by both, and 
much profitable interchange of ideas and 
discussion of methods has resulted. 

The continued success of our friends 
across the water and the growth of the 
British League of Unitarian Women 
which now numbers twenty-two branch- 
es, has been a deep satisfaction and must 


be a strong incentive for every Alliance 
member to stand fast and prove the faith 
that is in her. 

Such in brief are the items to be men- 
tioned in the report of your Executive 
Board for 1909. Every department has 
received most careful and impartial con- 
sideration. Our president is more than 
a moderator or chairman of the meetings. 
It is her privilege to outline the national 
policy and to make sure that all legisla- 
tion is fair, just, and true. Every mem- 
ber of the board does her part in 
strengthening the links that bind our 
little companies of women together, in 
settling such difficulties as arise from 
time and distance, and smoothing away 
differences which tend to place local in- 
terests above the success of the whole. 

It is unwise to use energy and money 
so much wanted for our distinctive 
work, in doing what is already done by 
others, and between competing claims 
it is sometimes hard to make a decision; 
but the Executive Board adheres to the 
principle that this is a religious body, or- 
ganized for a specific purpose, and bound 
to devote its whole power to church, 
missionary, and denominational activi- 
ties. It is always their endeavor, and is 
still a problem, how to secure real fel- 
lowship between the branches and close 
relation of their work, and at the same 
time to maintain freedom of action and 
individual growth. 

The dangers which we used to fear 
have been outlived. Zeal and enthusi- 
asm have not declined, but have settled 
into steady purpose. By organization 
our interests have not been narrowed ; 
no one object has been pursued to the 
detriment of any other; there has not 
been overdoing in one direction while 
others suffered from need; the machin- 
ery seems adequate and methods fairly 
good. 

The Alliance then is to be congratu- 
lated for the work of the year. Capable 
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officers have managed the big dynamo 
and the branches have supplied the fuel. 
Before we are quite ready for the aero- 
plane, according to Mr. Cummings, with 
two wings, a few suggestions may be in 
order. " 

Let us avoid the tendency to make of 
the Alliance another Woman’s Club; to 
secure for each meeting a speaker with 
address or paper and require nothing 
from the Alliance member but the ability 
to listen decorously and patiently. Some- 
times a branch reports ‘“‘ our discussions 
are free and animated,” but more often 
the necessary business is postponed or 
slurred over for a speaker. Our friends 
and our ministers have been most gen- 
erous, giving without price of their best 
thoughts and valuable time; but the Alli- 
ance should not be dependent upon them. 
Let us have free and animated discus- 
sion, and let us discuss the things for 
which we stand. Not art, nor literature, 
nor the drama, nor travel, nor econo- 
mics, nor municipal reform, except so 
far as these subjects relate to the main 
object of the Alliance. Let us keep our 
one precious afternoon a month, sacred 
to the purposes for which we are or- 
ganized. 

The same suggestion may be made 
regarding Alliance money. Great im- 
provement has been shown the last year, 
still it would be hard to find another 
organization where the money given for 
a well-defined object is so widely scat- 
tered and so diverted from its supposed 
purpose, yet there is no society where 
concentration of its funds would accom- 


plish the objects aimed at better than the 
Alliance. 


The Secretary presented the follow- 
ing memorial: 
The death of Rev. Samuel J. Barrows 


on April 21, which caused a sense of 


loss in all parts of the country, will be 
keenly felt by the Alliance. To our 
organization he was a staunch, true 
friend, believing in its aims and the value 
of its work. 

In the early days when a National 
Alliance was thought by many to be a 
doubtful scheme, and its motives and 
plans were seriously criticised, Dr. 
Barrows as editor of The Christian 
Register, first, last, and always was its 
loyal sympathizer and supporter. From 
time to time in its columns he wrote en- 
couraging words, such as, “ We believe 
our Unitarian women have sufficient or- 
ganizing capacity to develop an associa- 
tion which would run as smoothly and 
efficiently as those of our Evangelical 
neighbors, and we are glad to be able to 
quiet the fears of those who may not 
fully understand the purpose of the or- 
ganization.” And again, “The cause 
itself is greater than any organization 
that bears the Unitarian name. It is to 
avoid scattering and dividing the work- 
ing forces that a national organization is 
proposed. ‘The women engaged in it de- 
serve the warmest confidence of the Uni- 
tarian body.” 

Until his death he was always ready 
to give time and thought and helpful 
words to the Alliance and its records 
will bear our grateful appreciation and 
our tenderest memories. 


On June 11th the officers of the Al- 
liance were declared elected as follows: 
President, Miss Emma C. Low; Record- 
ing Secretary, Mrs. Emily A. Fifield; 
Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Robert 
H. Davis; Treasurer, Mrs. Lucia Clapp 
Noyes. 


Young People’s Religious Cnion 
of the Cnitarian Church 


Headquarters: Room 11, 25 Beacon Street, Boston 


Rey. Henry H. SAUNDERSON, President 


Miss GRACE R. Torr, Secretary 


Mr. O. ARTHUR MCMuRDIE£, Treasurer 


Annual Meeting of the National 
Union 


The thirteenth annual meeting of the 
Young People’s Religious Union was 
held at the Second Church, Boston, on 
Thursday, May 27, the business meet- 
ing from 2 till 5 p.M., and the public 
meeting at 7.30. The following officers 
and directors were elected: 

President, Rev. Henry Hallam Saun- 
derson, Cambridge, Mass. Vice-presi- 
dents, Rev. John Haynes Holmes, New 
York, N. Y.; Rev. Henry W. Foote, 
Ann Arbor, Mich.; Rev. A. D. K. 
Shurtleff, East Boston, Mass.; Rev. F. 
F. Sturtevant, Dorchester, Mass.; Rev. 
John H. Lathrop, Berkeley, Cal.; Miss 
Isabelle F. Walter, Charleston, S. C. 
Secretary, Miss Grace R. Torr, Pea- 
body, Mass.; address, Room II, 25 
Beacon Street, Boston, Mass. Treas- 
urer, Mr. O. Arthur McMurdie, West 
Somerville, Mass. Directors, Rev. 
Charles J. Staples, Burlington, Vt.; 
Rev. Edwin M. Slocombe, Augusta, 
Me.; Miss Ethel Everett, Franklin, N. 
H.; Mrs. Mary G. White, Syracuse, 
N. Y.; Mr. Dakers Cameron, Montreal, 
Can.; Mrs. Oscar B. Hawes, German- 
town, Pa.; Mr. Joseph A. Harwood, 
Littleton, Mass.; Mr. Sanford Bates, 
Dorchester, Mass.; Miss Caroline S. 
Burrage, West Newton, Mass.; Miss 
Eula Faxon, Brockton, Mass.; Mr. H. 
Houghton Schumacher, Quincy, Mass. ; 
Miss Emily J. Cline, Dorchester, Mass. ; 
Mr. Harold S. Lyon, West Bridgewater, 
Mass.; Miss Harriet C. Stimson, Fitch- 
burg, Mass. 

The printed annual reports of the sec- 
retary and treasurer have been sent to 


the unions. ‘The report of the Union- 
at-Large follows this report. ‘The report 
of the Policy Committee was discussed 
thoroughly and adopted by a unanimous 
rising vote. (1) ‘The Unions are asked 
to contribute for our missionary enter- 
prise, the church in Urbana, Illinois. 
(2) The National Union will codper- 
ate with the American Unitarian As- 
sociation in greatly extending the field- 
work among the young people. 

The meeting voted that the thanks 
of the Young People’s Religious Union 
be extended to the President and the 
other officers and directors for their de- 
votion, zeal, and efficiency in carrying 
forward the work. The greetings of the 
Young People’s Religious Union were 
sent to the Universalist Young People’s 
Union, and the English Young People’s 
Union. Rev. Felix Taylor of London, 
England, spoke on behalf of the latter. 
Thanks were voted to the trustees of 
the Second Church, Boston, for the use 
of the church. 

The Boston Federation gave a recep- 
tion to the National officers at 5.30. 
This was followed by supper for all the 
delegates. 

The evening meeting, despite the rain, 
was well attended, Rev. Henry H. 
Saunderson presiding and Mr. J. Rus- 
sell Abbott conducting the congrega- 
tional singing, which was spirited. “The 
first speaker was one of our vice-presi- 
dents, Rev. F. R. Sturtevant of Dor- 
chester, who spoke on the subject, ‘‘ The 
Value of Fellowship.” The second 
speaker, Rev. Edgar S. Wiers of Mont- 
clair, N. J., ex-president of the Na- 
tional Union, took “ The Leadership of 


& 
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Youth” as his topic. Rev. H. C. Mc- 
Dougall, the secretary of the New 
Hampshire Unitarian Association, dis- 
cussed “A New Tool for the Doing of 
Our Work,” and the president, Rev. H. 
H. Saunderson, spoke on ‘The Aims 
and Ideals of the Young People’s Reli- 
gious Union.” All four addresses were 
short and to the point; and the evening 
meeting was pronounced one of the most 
successful in our history. 

One notable event was the expression 
of congratulation and affection sent to 
our good friend, Mrs. Julia Ward 
Howe. The day of the meeting was her 
ninetieth birthday. It was fitting that 
our Unitarian young people should honor 
one who has ever been an advocate of 
youth and youthful aspirations. 


The A. U. A. and the Y. P.R. U. 


The plan of codperation, between 
these two organizations, for the extend- 
ing of work among Unitarian young 
people, has developed gradually. It was 
put in definite form by our Policy Com- 
mittee and was unanimously adopted by 
the annual meeting of the Young Peo- 
ple’s Religious Union. Meantime Mr. 
Percy Atherton, ex-president of the 
Young People’s Religious Union, was 
elected to the Board of Directors of the 
American Unitarian Association. On 
the day following the annual meeting of 
the Young People’s Religious Union the 
Board of Directors of the American Uni- 
tarian Association approved the plans of 
their Educational Committee, through 
which they will codperate with the 
Young People’s Religious Union. For 
us this means the raising of a great deal 
more money for field work, in order that 
the work for our young people may be 
greatly extended. 


a 


Report of the Union-at-Large 


(For the year 1908-1909) 


This summer the Union-at-Large 
completes the third year of its existence. 
It has a total of 117 members, of whom 
31 are men and 86 women.~ This is an 
increase of 20 over the membership of 
last year. As is generally known, the 
Union-at-Large was started in the 
autumn of 1906, to hold together the 
young Unitarians who were away from 
home for purposes of study or business, 
— many of them in places remote from 
any center of liberal thought and teach- 
ing — and to help them to keep in touch 
with the Unitarian movement. Names 
and addresses of young people who had 
left their home churches were obtained 
from the ministers and the Young Peo- 
ple’s Religious Union secretaries. To 
these were sent printed letters with mem- 
bership blanks enclosed, stating the aims 
of the Union-at-Large, and asking the 
co6peration of the recipients. When the 
membership blanks were _ returned, 
signed, they were entered in the list of 
members, to each of whom was sent 
every month a copy of Worp AND 
Work and a sermon by one of the lead- 
ing Unitarian preachers. This in gen- 
eral has been the yearly program of the 
Union-at-Large up to the present date. 

Now it seems that the organization 
has reached a point where more system- 
atic and detailed management is neces- 
sary. About half the members are col- 
lege or academy students. The others 
are variously teachers, nurses, engineers, 
etc.; and a few are enrolled from towns 
where there is perhaps a Unitarian 
church, but no young people’s society. 
It is readily seen that a uniform dis- 
tribution of sermons to members old and 
new cannot be so effective as individual 
attention to each member, or groups of 
members, would be. So far this year, 
between seven and eight hundred ser- 
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mons have been sent out. It is not easy 
for the secretary — with a small com- 
mittee — to specialize in the reading of 
these, nor yet to write as many personal 
letters to the members as seems desirable. 
It is therefore proposed to create a much 
larger committee next year, and to ar- 
range certain series of sermons which 
may be sent, in regular order, to the 
members who seem to need those special 
ones. ‘Thus we hope to make more 
effective during the coming year the 
work of the Union-at-Large. 

The expenses of the Union-at-Large 
this year, for stamps and envelopes, will 
be about twenty dollars. Fifteen of this 
has been taken from a special fund of 
$25.00, which was generously donated 
last fall to the Young People’s Religious 
Union for the uses of the Union-at- 
Large. The remainder, — about one- 
fourth of the whole — has come in mem- 
bership fees. The cost of the Worp 
AND WorkK,—a_ separate item, — Is 
borne by the Young People’s Religious 
Union. It amounts to three or four 
dollars a month. The sermons are free 
from the American Unitarian Associa- 
tion. Thus it will be seen that the 
Union-at-Large by no means pays for 
itself. Even the nominal fee of ten cents 
is not a yearly one. It is simply a fee 
of entrance, and is not compulsory. 
This is quite as it should be. The 
amount that a member is able to pay 
must not affect his right to membership. 
Some send nothing; some send a good 
deal. But the interest and enthusiasm of 
the members is what we want. To in- 
sure that continued interest, it is planned 
to send in the fall a new membership 
blank to each member for him to sign 
and return, with the fee, if possible. In 
this way we shall know that every ser- 
mon we send is reaching some one who 
really wants it and is helped by it. 

It has been asked once or twice this 
year whether the work of the Union-at- 
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Large does not overlap that of the Post 
Office Mission or Cheerful Letter So- 
ciety. Although it may appear to do so 
in some of its methods, its aims are quite 
distinct from those of either of these or- 
ganizations. ‘The Union-at-Large exists 
primarily for young people — already 
Unitarians — who are, perhaps only 
temporarily, surrounded by influences 
indifferent or even hostile to Unitarian- 
ism. Many of these young people never 
realized until they went out into the 
world how necessary to them was the 
atmosphere of liberalism which they had 
always breathed unthinkingly. Many of 
them find themselves without that thor- 
ough understanding of the meaning of 
Unitarianism which would enable them 
to answer the questions and charges 
brought to them by their friends of other 
churches. This has been especially felt 
during the late presidential campaign. 
The Union-at-Large tries to fill both 
these needs, and as far as it has gone, 
it has been successful. 
MarGuERITE FELLOWS, 
Chairman of the Union-at-Large. 


South Worcester Federation 


The spring meeting of the South 
Worcester Federation was held at Muill- 
bury, on Sunday, April 25, beginning at 
4.30 o'clock, Mr. Harry Newman of 
Hopedale, the vice-president, presiding. 
Miss Bertha Washburn welcomed the 
federation, and the secretary’s report of 
the January meeting was read and ac- 
cepted. The roll call showed the fol- 
lowing societies represented : Hopedale, 
6; Mendon, 9; Millbury, 24; Westboro, 
3; West Upton, 7; South Unitarian, 
Worcester, 24. 

It was voted that each union should 
do what it could to help the Sixth Bi- 
ennial Fair. 


~~ 
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An invitation was extended and ac- 
cepted to meet with the Guild of a 
Kempis of Hopedale in October. 

Miss Flora Messinger of Hopedale 
read a well-prepared paper on “ Adin 
Ballou,” the Universalist leader. Dur- 
ing intermission lunch was served. 

At the 6.30 session a quartet rendered 
fine selections. Rev. Samuel C. Beane, 
Jr., of Worcester was the speaker of the 
evening, his subject being ‘‘ Theodore 
Parker.” The personal acquaintance of 
Rey. Mr. Beane with relatives of Parker 
made the subject deeply interesting. 

The meeting adjourned at 7.30. 

» May A. Leann, 

a : Secretary. 


North Worcester Federation 


The tenth annual meeting of the 
North Worcester Federation was held 
in Fitchburg, on Sunday, May 2. In- 
teresting addresses were given by Rev. 
Samuel C. Beane, Jr., of Worcester, and 
Mr. Percy A. Atherton of Boston, each 
speaking on the general subject of the 
meeting, “The Next Step in Our 
Work.” These addresses were followed 
by a vigorous discussion. At the busi- 
ness meeting, the topic of the National 
Fair was discussed. A resolution in 
favor of the appointment of a permanent 
Field Secretary was adopted. The fol- 
lowing officers were elected to serve the 
federation for the ensuing year: 

President, Rev. Abbot Peterson, Lan- 
caster; vice-president, Mr. Orra_ L. 
Stone, Clinton; secretary, Miss Helen 
W. Greenwood, Leominster ; treasurer, 
Mr. J. Kimball Eager, Fitchburg; direc- 
tors, Miss Helen Estey, Gardner; Miss 
Gertrude Farwell, Harvard; and a mem- 
ber of the Marlboro Union (to be 
chosen later), 

At six o'clock, the Fitchburg Union 
served lunch, and a social hour was en- 
joyed by all. 
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At seven o'clock, a service was held 
in the church, conducted by the pastor, 
Rev. Robert F. Leavens, and Rev. Abbot 
Peterson. Excellent music was fur- 
nished by the church choir, and a strong, 
helpful sermon on “ God’s Dependence 
on Man,” was preached by Rev. Pem- 
berton H. Cressey of Groton. Both ses- 
sions of the federation were greatly en- 
joyed by those who attended. 

Respectfully submitted, 
HELEN W. GREENWOOD, 
Secretary. 


The Sixth Biennial Bazaar 


goes on. It has been arranged to hold 
the fair but two days this year, on 
Thursday and F riday, October 28 and 
29; and it is hoped that as much inter- 
est and enthusiasm will be put into these 
two days as if the fair were to last 
longer. 

Those who have not seen a fair cir- 
cular can receive one on application. 
One correction will be necessary, as the 
chairman of the Hospitality Committee 
for the Boston Federation is not Mr. O 


“? 
ae 
Work for the fair next October still - 


as 


A. McMurdie, but Miss Emily Har- - ~& 


grave, 8 Addison Street, Chelsea, Mass., 
who will be glad even now to receive 
the names of those who will entertain 
distant delegates to the fair, and also the 
names of helpers wishing such over-night 
entertainment. : 

Miss Floyd, the Fair Chairman, or 
some member of the committee, will be 
at Room 11, 25 Beacon Street, Boston, 
every Thursday, from 10 to 2 o'clock, 
beginning July 1, until further notice; 
and will be glad to advise regarding fair 
matters. It is hoped that many will take 
advantage of this; and that every Thurs- 


day the young people will consult Miss 


Floyd. 
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Rey. Albert J. Wilson, for- 
merly the minister of the 
Congregational Church in 
Walpole, N. H., has accepted a call to 
the Unitarian Church in Newburgh, 
N.Y. Rev. Ira P. Kellogg, who gradu- 
ated last June at the Harvard Divinity 
School, has accepted a call to F lorence, 
Mass. Rev. George A. Hathaway, for- 
merly of Scituate, Mass., has accepted 
a call to San Diego, Cal. Rev. George 
H. Rice has resigned at Pomona, Cal., 
to accept a call to Redlands, Cal. Rev. 
Clarence Reed has resigned at Alameda, 
Cal., to accept a call to Palo Alto, Cal. 
Rev. Dudley R. Child, formerly of 
Charlestown, N. H., has accepted a 
call to Pepperell, Mass. Rev. Thomas 
Clayton has resigned at Alleghany, Pa., 
and will devote himself entirely to the 
work of a new society, which he has 
started at Wheeling, W. Va. Rev. 
Alfred Free, late of Florence, Mass., has 
taken charge of the new society at Mor- 
gantown, W. Va. 


Ministerial 
Personals 


The Annual Report 

Bete se makes its appearance 
ee ie promptly on September 
the first. It appears in an 

attractive blue cover and contains many 
pages of interesting reading-matter. Its 


distinguishing feature this year consists’ 
in the brief Department Reports in addi- 
tion to those of the President and Secre- 
tary. ‘There are eight plates of church 
buildings, as follows: Church of Our 
Father, Lancaster, Pa.; exterior and 
interior of the church in Bellingham, 
Wash.; exterior and interior of the 
church at Jacksonville, Fla. ; exteriors of 
the churches at Youngstown, Ohio, and 
Elizabeth, N. J., and a cut of the Head- 
master’s House, Hackley School. In 
all the reports one is impressed by the 
spirit of exultant anticipation of future 
growth, as well as by the actual results 
accomplished. ‘The Treasurer’s Report 
should receive the careful attention of 
every one who is interested in our or- 
ganic welfare. 

The Year Book is also ready for dis- 


.tribution and contains the usual amount 


of valuable information about our 
churches, allied organizations, ministers, 
and life-members. As last year, there 
will be a separate list of churches and 
ministers for free distribution. Seven 
churches have been added to the list this 
year, and the names of two have been 
dropped. The list of ministers con- 
tains 563 names. Twenty-five new 
names have been added and twenty have 
been dropped; ten of these have died 
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during the year and ten have withdrawn 
from the ministry. Of the twenty-five 
that have been added, fifteen have come 
from our Divinity Schools, three from 
the Trinitarian-Congregationalists, and 
one each from the Methodist Episcopal, 
Episcopal, Universalist, Presbyterian, 
Lutheran, Christian, and one not re- 
corded. 

This has been a year fraught with 
great loses to our ministerial roll. The 
necrology contains the following names: 
Samuel June Barrows, D.D., William 
Augustine Cram, Miss Mary Hannah 
Graves, Richard Andrew Griffin, Ed- 
ward Everett Hale, D.D., Albert Al- 
phonso Hoskin, John Henry Palmer, 
George Stetson Shaw, Francis Tiffany, 
and Jabez Nelson Trask. 


Three young men who 
are studying for the min- 
istry have been employed 
by the Association through July and 
August, for the purpose of discovering 
isolated Unitarians in towns and villages 
throughout New England where there 
are no liberal churches. ‘The experi- 
ences of these young men are exceed- 
ingly interesting, and they have collected 
upward of three hundred names. A 
card catalogue of these names is kept at 
the rooms, and to each one will be sent 
regularly the Worp AND Work and 
each new pamphlet as it is published. 
From time to time circular letters will 
be sent to these people, and they will 
be kept in touch with Unitarian inter- 
ests generally. They, on their part, in 
addition to the $1.00 membership and 
annual fee, will have opportunities to 
cooperate with the Association in the 
distribution of our literature and the 
propagation of our gospel. Wherever 
possible, these names are furnished for 
ministers who are nearest and officers 
of local conferences. “Thus they can be 
notified of conferences and church func- 


Associate 
Membership 


tions in which they may participate. 
This movement gives promise of evolv- 
ing into a most helpful and practical 
department of our organized life. 


_. Beginning October Ist, the 
Publication pb blication Department will 
Department . 

issue regularly on the first 
day of each month, in paper covers, one 
of the best of the older books on its 
list, — at prices which are only one- 
third or one-fourth of the list price in 
cloth. This is not a “ bargain” sale of 
second-rate volumes, but the embodi- 
ment of the purpose of the Publication 
Department to put excellent books in 
inexpensive form within the reach of 
all. 

The first of these paper-covered 
books, ready October 1st, will be “ Pil- 
lars of the Temple,’ by Minot J. 
Savage. This volume deals with the 
cardinal points of religious belief from 
the author’s Unitarian point of view, 
and goes far to clear up confused popu- 
lar ideas about these truths. ‘The pil- 
lars upon which this temple is reared 
are sturdy columns of rational religious 
conceptions which devoutly concern the 
development of the higher life. The 
price will be 25 cents net, or 33 cents 
by mail. 


With hardly an exception, 
the churches using the Uni- 
tarian Calendar have sub- 
scribed for the second year. About ten 
others have also subscribed for the 
coming year. 

The distribution of the “church of 
the Modern Spirit,” in the way out- 
lined by the Publicity Department, still 
continues. Large editions are being 
used in Atlanta, Ga.; Pittsfield, Mass. ; 
Hamilton, Ont., and Winnipeg, Man. 
Mr. Casson will be glad to correspond 
and cooperate in this matter. The next 
special printing will be about October 
15. 


Publicity 
Department 
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In addition to his regular duties, Mr. 
Casson i is taking charge of the publicity 
“work of the National Conference in 
Chicago. 

New contracts for the publication of 
the Paragraph Pulpit are being made 
this month. ‘The department is ready 
to give assistance to any local church 
desiring to engage in this missionary 
method of enlarging its audience and 
influence. 


The special series of services held in 
the Old South Meeting House, Boston, 
this summer, has been very successful. 
Audiences of 500 to 700 have gathered 
on alternate Sunday afternoons and have 
listened with attention and interest to 
the expositions of the liberal faith. 
The speakers for the series have been 
Rev. H. Elmer Gilchrist of New Or- 
leans, La., Rev. A. P. Reccord of Spring- 
field, Mass., Rev. Thomas R. Slicer of 
New York, Rev. Fred V. Hawley of 
Chicago, and Rev. S. A. Eliot of Bos- 
ton. At this year’s meetings, litera- 
ture was distributed at the door and 
many hundred tracts were taken. — 


The Secretary of the De- 
Department of partment will be very 

Social and 

pice tre glad to be of service to 

any who are making 
plans for the coming season. Already 
inquiries have been made about the 
organization and management of boys’ 
clubs, speakers for courses of Sunday- 
night lectures, classes for teaching Eng- 
lish to foreigners, plans for social work 
in parishes, etc. As a bureau of infor- 
mation and suggestion the Department 
is ready to take up any question which 
comes within its province. 

Mr. Forbes will also speak, if de- 
sired, on certain aspects of the social 
problem in which he would like to 
interest men’s clubs and alliances. Cure 
is good, but prevention is better; and 


work for the common good, which will 
prevent misery, is the best worth doing. 
The Secretary has a lecture on the 
Housing Problem and Town Planning, 
illustrated by the stereopticon, which 
emphasizes the necessity for this kind 
of work and for which he has already 
made a number of appointments. 


North Rev. William S. Key, the 

Carolina representative of the Asso- 

Circuit Giation and the Alliance in 
the country districts of North Carolina, 
makes an interesting report of his activi- 
ties. He serves a circuit of magnificent 
distances. The first Sunday in each 
month he spends at Middle Sound on 
the Atlantic Coast, a few miles north 
of Wilmington. The second Sunday 
he is at the home church at Shelter 
Neck. The third Sunday he goes to 
Bolton in Brunswick County and to a 
lumber camp nearby, where he addresses 
several hundred lumbermen. ‘The 
fourth Sunday he goes to Pink Hill, 
which is in the circuit of his neighbor 
and fellow worker, Mr. Gillilan, and 
where he reports large and increasing 
interest. In addition he holds open-air 
services at various points in the dis- 
trict. In July Mr. Key made a tour of 
Mr. Gillilan’s circuit, traveling by ox- 
cart, railroad trains, buggy, motor boat, 


and on foot,—some four hundred 
miles in ten days. One of his most 
successful open-air services was at 


Maysville. He had expected to preach 
in the town schoolhouse but sectarian 
prejudice interfered, and he was obliged 
to hold his service on the lawn in front 
of the hotel. He writes, ‘ My inter- 
vening week-days are occupied with 
well-sinking, pump-fixing, sick visiting 
and doctoring, working in my two-acre 
plantation, and telling the men folk 
how to grow nutritious vegetables and 
the women folk how to prepare, cook, 
and serve them.” 
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The reports from the Paci- 
fic Coast show the churches 
to be in excellent condition, 
with constantly increasing missionary 
activities. “The First Unitarian 
Church of San Bernardino, California” 
was organized on June 27. Meetings 
will be held in the well-located Odd 
Fellows Temple under the supervision, 
for the present, of neighboring minis- 
ters. San Diego resumes services under 
the care of its newly elected minister, 
Rev. George A. Hathaway. At Red- 
lands Rev. George H. Rice will con- 
tinue the excellent work done by Rev. 
Maxwell Savage, and Rev. Clarence 
Reed will soon begin his new pastorate 
at Palo Alto. ‘“‘ Unity Hall,” at Berke- 
ley, is nearing completion and will 
greatly facilitate the enterprises of that 
vigorous society. The church at Po- 
mona has purchased ground for a parish 
house, while the society at Eureka is 
looking forward to the settlement of 
Rev. N. A. Baker of Portland. San 
José resumes morning services this 
month and reports a substantial increase 
in the membership, while in Oakland 
the Sunday-school has grown beyond 
any previous record. ‘The societies at 
Seattle, Portland, and Salem are enjoy- 
ing a constantly increasing influence, 
while at Everett, under the direction 
of their recently settled minister, Rev. 
Otto E. Duerr, there is a flattering 
prospect of growth in numbers and re- 
sources. Mr. Weil at Bellingham, after 
brave and patient labors for two years, 
has the satisfaction of having his organi- 
zation firmly established and housed in 
one of the most attractive church homes 
in the city. 


Pacific 
Department 


The recent Pacific Coast 
Conference at Seattle has 
already resulted in stimulat- 
ing renewed effort and the discovery 
of many promising fields for ‘the 


Canadian 
Northwest 


founding of new churches. At this con- 
ference the field secretaries of the Pa- 
cific, Rocky Mountain, and Canadian 
Departments met and carefully re- 
viewed the possibilities of that vast re- 
gion. A long succession of towns and 
cities in the Canadian Provinces were 
visited by the Rev. Frank Wright Pratt, 
the Association’s Field Secretary for that 
district. He held many meetings, and by 
means of carefully prepared announce- 
ments, charts, and lectures initiated 
what promises in a few years to be a 
notable campaign in the interests of our 
faith, From Winnipeg to Vancouver 
cities are springing up with wonderful 
rapidity. ‘The character of the popula- 
tion, the climate, the industries, and the 
tendency to establish permanent homes 
all combine to make this territory es- 
pecially adapted to the propagation of 
Unitarianism. Among the excellent re- 
sults of this long and rapid journey of 
Mr. Pratt’s was the discovery of several 
groups ready for the formation of Lay 
Centers and a number of ministers who 
are eager to enter our fellowship. 
Among the places visited by Mr. Pratt 
were Victoria, Vancouver, New West- 


minster, Lethbridge, Moose Jaw, 
Medicine Hat, and Calgary, with 
audiences which often reached as 


high as 150 and 200. It is now ar- 
ranged that for the next six months Mr. 
Pratt will devote his energies primarily 
to Calgary, while Rev. W. A. Vrooman 
takes charge of the work at Winnipeg. 


Upon no previous year 
has Unitarian House 
been so active as during 
the past season. In August, almost to 
the closing Sunday, our meetings over- 
flowed the building into surrounding 
grounds and even the street. Our 
preachers and speakers for the month in- 
cluded Dr. Henry Preserved Smith of 
the chair of Old Testament and Com- 


Our Work at 
Chautauqua 


— 
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parative Religions in the Meadville 
School; Dr. U. G. B. Pierce of All 
Souls’ Church, Washington; Professor 
Clayton R. Bowen of New Testament 
Interpretation, Meadville School; Rev. 
Martha A. Bortle, Universalist minis- 
ter, Washington, D. C.; Rev. Charles 
E. Snyder, our minister in Franklin, Pa. ; 
Rey. William H. Fish of the Unitarian 
Church, Meadville, and the minister in 
charge. 

Dr. Samuel A. Eliot, President of 
the Association, visited Chautauqua dur- 
ing the last of July, and spoke at our 
Wednesday evening meeting, after 
which a reception, in his honor, was 
given in Unitarian House. On the fol- 
lowing day he gave a lecture on “ Edu- 
cation for Democracy ” in the great 
ampitheatre. 

Dr. Pierce spent one week with us 
and preached for one hour on five suc- 
cessive days. His subjects were: “ Re- 
ligion of the Spirit in: 1. The Old Test- 
ament; 2. Teachings of Paul; 3. The 
New Testament; 4. The Life of Je- 
sus, and 5. Modern Life.” These repe- 
titions of our gospel were noteworthy, 
for the house was crowded, and packed 
with people representing all Protestant 
sects. Men stood and listened at the 
open windows, women sat outside in the 
broiling sun, people from all sections 
of the West and South who had never 
heard the Unitarian word before were 
present, and this kept up till the close, 
the last meeting being the most crowded 
of all. Hundreds of tracts and sermons 
were taken from our tables; those of Dr. 
Hale, Dr. Crothers, and Dr. Pierce 
were in greatest demand. 

The house register shows that our 
own Unitarian people, representing every 
state of the Union found hospitality in 
our home, — Pittsburg, Buffalo, Roches- 
ter, Cleveland, Shelbyville, Urbana, 
Streator, and Chicago, Il, Philadel- 
phia, St. Louis, Baltimore, and Wash- 


é 


ington, Parkersburg, W. Va., Dallas, 
Texas, Jacksonville, Fla., are some of 
the places represented. One hundred 
and sixty-two names appear on the 
register. The minister in charge 
of our House was invited to speak 
by the Assembly Administration upon 
three occasions. This signifies the 
good-will existing toward our enterprise 
in religion. 

The experience of our Chautauqua 
movement seems to indicate that in con- 
nection with an important movement of 
the population, even in the West and 
South, the Unitarian interpretation of 
life is needed, and will be gladly wel- 
comed. And it is certainly true that if 
the fellowship of Unitarian churches in 
America is to have any considerable part 
in influencing the thought and life of 
the western and southern portions of our 
land, the respect and good will of the 
kind of people who go to Chautauqua 
is absolutely necessary. 


The open-air preaching 
campaign conducted dur- 
ing the summer of 19009, 
under the direction of Rev. C. W. Cas- 
son, has amply fulfilled the expectations 
of those who inaugurated the novel ex- 
periment. The idea of sending Unita- 
rian missioners out into the open to 
act as apostles of religious liberalism 
grew out of the increasing conviction 
that the Unitarian churches have a vi- 
tal message for the man on the street 
that is not being delivered through the 
regular medium or methods of church 
work. During this summer this convic- 
tion has been sufficiently forceful to 
impel eight Unitarian ministers to 
abandon their vacation joys and to 
mount soap-boxes on public squares, that 
they might express from them the sav- 
ing principles of the Unitarian faith. 

It was arranged to send parties of 
two speakers into several New England 


Open Air 
Preaching 
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States. Rev. Kenneth Evans of Chi- 
copee, Mass., and Rev. Earl C. Davis, 
of Pittsfield, Mass., made an extended 
trip through the northwestern part of 
Massachusetts. ‘They held, in all, nine 
services, one or more meetings being 
held in Pittsfield, Great Barrington, 
Huntington, Chester, Becket, Hinsdale, 
and Housatonic. Their efforts met 
with marked success, — good audiences 
greeting them at almost all points and 
excellent interest being discovered or 
aroused. 

Rev. H. G. Ives of Andover, N. H., 
and Rey. W. A. Wood of Wilton, N. 
H., undertook a similar trip through 
their own state. The towns visited 
were Antrim, Hillsboro, Bristol, Lake- 
port, Woodsville, and Plymouth. In 
addition to the regular week-night 
street meetings, Mr. Wood spoke at the 
Weirs and Mr. Ives at the Bristol base- 
ball park, at a union service. Here, 
also, were found many who heard for 
the first time a declaration of Unitarian 
principles. 

A third party was composed of Rev. 
Elvin J. Prescott, of Rockland, Mass., 
and Rev. George F. Pratt, of Dor- 
chester, Mass., who had Maine as their 
special field. They visited Freeport, 
Brunswick, Boothbay Harbor, Wiscas- 
set, Gardiner, and Richmond. Excel- 
lent meetings were reported, —the 
audiences gathering to hear the speakers 
running as high as 300 in number. 

The state of Vermont was visited by 
Rev. H. Elmer Gilchrist of New Or- 
leans, La., and Rey. E. G. Brown, for- 
merly of Presque Isle. Conditions in 
Vermont were found to be somewhat 
unfavorable for such work, and after 
holding two successful meetings in 
Whitehall, N. Y., and two very unsuc- 
cessful ones in Fairhaven and Poultney, 
Vt., they decided that that particular 
method was not adapted to that particu- 
lar state. 


This open-air campaign has revealed 
in a wonderful way the wider possi- 
bilities presented to every Unitarian min-' 
ister. It has been shown that the aver- 
age man upon the street responds readily 
to the frank declaration of the liberal 
gospel. The audiences have usually 
been composed almost entirely of men 
who have stood, in almost every case, 
to the end of the address. Much inter- 
est was discovered and increased, and 
frequently the speakers received en- 
thusiastic endorsements of both their 
message and their method of speaking 
it. 

The distribution of literature from 
house to house was also one feature 
which alone was worth the expenditure 
of effort and money. In many cases, 
every house in a town visited received 
a tract, with a notice of the meeting to 
be held. There were instances where 
the reading of these tracts resulted in 
immediate codperation with the mis- 
sioners. 

All eight men taking part advise the 
continuance and extension of this work 
next summer. They recommend the 
adoption of an automobile van, which 
would be more economical and at the 
same time more effective. It would 
transport the speakers and literature at 
less expense and would serve as a con- 
crete basis of advertisement and local 
interest. It is the desire of the Publi- 
city Department of the Association to 
raise a special fund, during this winter, 
for the carrying out of this plan. Fur- 
ther particulars will be given in a later 
Worp AND Work. 


Rev. Charles W. Wendte, 
the foreign secretary of the 
American Unitarian Associ- 
ation, with the approval of 
its president and Committee on Foreign 
Relations, has devoted the early sum- 
mer to a missionary journey to Europe 


A European 
Missionary 
Trip 
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in the interest of the Fifth Congress of 
the International Council of Unitarian 
and Other Liberal Religious Thinkers 
and Workers, which is to be held at 
Berlin, Germany, in the summer of 
1910. Preparations for this congress 
have been going on for a year past on 
an extensive scale, and the presence of 
its general secretary was urgently re- 
quired at a conference of the local com- 
mittee held in Berlin on the 20th of 
July last, to decide finally on the pro- 
gram and arrange many details of the 
forthcoming international meetings. 
The secretary on his recent trip paid 
brief preliminary visits to seven Euro- 
pean countries and some twenty cities 
and university towns, meeting indivi- 
dually or collectively the friends and 
promoters of our liberal cause, address- 
ing various bodies in its behalf, and se- 
curing pledges of codperation. 

The writer sailed from Boston: on the 
first day of June for Liverpool. The 
ocean journey was made the more en- 
joyable by the genial presence as a 
fellow-passenger of Hon. Curtis Guild, 
Jr., ex-governor of Massachusetts, who 
was to be a delegate of the American 
Unitarian Association to the three hun- 
dred fiftieth anniversary of the National 
Church and University of Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

At a meeting called at the Unitarian 
Headquarters in Essex Hall, in Londen, 
the secretary addressed some forty local 
ministers and a few of the laity on the 
Berlin Congress, and met with a warm 
response to his appeal. He also at- 
tended a meeting of the executive com- 
mittee of the League for Social Pro- 
gress, organized by Rev. R. J. Camp- 
bell, and addressed the twenty members 
present briefly on the theme of the Ber- 
lin Congress. He was listened to with 
mterest and interrupted with applause. 


Mr. Campbell in a graceful little speech 
expressed the good will of those present, 
extended his hand as a token of amity, 
and informally invited the congress to 
hold its next meeting at the City Tem- 
ple, London. ‘ 

In Paris, Amsterdam, Leiden, Dort- 
mund, Cologne, Frankfort, Basel, Zu- 
rich, Bremen, Jena, Marburg, and Ko- 
penhagen conferences were held with 
the local representatives of Liberal 
Christianity concerning the congress. 
At Geneva the secretary attended the 
University and National Church anni- 
versaries, meeting many distinguished 
teachers and leaders of opinion. On 
July 20 the Berlin Committee met and 
the program of the congress was ar- 
ranged. It will take place August 4 
to 10, 1910, at Berlin, with prelimi- 
nary meetings at Liverpool, London, 
and Cologne, and an excursion follow- 
ing it to Wittenburg, Weimar, and 
Ejsenach. The closing session being 
held August 12, at the Wartburg, in 
the latter city. 

The program is very brilliant with 
great names and great topics. The title 
chosen was World Congress for Free 
Christianity and Religious Progress. 
Arrangements are in process by which 
an excursion rate of about $300 (to 
snclude ocean fares, railroad travel, and 
hotel bills) will enable American dele- 
gates to attend this congress and visit, 
in addition, England, Belgium, Ger- 
many, the Rhine, Switzerland, and 
France, the itinerary occupying two 
months, July and August. A circular 
will be issued from 25 Beacon Street 
at an early day, setting forth the features 
of this travel-scheme. Mr. Wendte re- 
turned to Boston, August 12. 

The volume of proceedings and 
papers of the late Philadelphia Congress 
of Religious Liberals is in type and 
will soon be issued. 
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The Alliance once again sends its 
message of greeting after the long va- 
cation through Worp AND Work, 
which by this time should be considered 
a welcome visitor. October is the 
month for settling dowm, for shaking 
hands joyfully with the old friends, 
hailing the new ones, and beginning a 
fresh record of work. Reports are not 
yet expected, for this is the time when 
new opportunities are presented, new 
projects considered, and new plans pro- 
posed. ‘The Alliance is now a strong 
body of women, and there is much work 
for it to do. The success of many 
enterprises will devolve upon it during 
the coming year, responsibilities al- 
ready assumed are still pressing and 
must not be neglected, and every mem- 
ber must give unspairingly of her best 
thought and effort. Let each branch 
emulate the New York League, which 
is described as a “big storage ware- 
house,” to give out information and in- 
spiration on every hand. 


In August the Alliance lost one of 
its most active officers by the death of 
Mrs. C, W. Clifford, recently elected, 
for a second term, as a Director for 
Massachusetts. Mrs. Clifford gave ef- 
fective and most generous support to 
the Alliance. Its various undertakings 
enlisted her sympathy and untiring ad- 
vocacy, and many plans had been made 
for the coming year. 

Although the loss of such a member 
will be keenly felt by the Board, and 
the courage and strength which came 
from her warm heart and ripe judg- 
ment will be missed, the whole Alli- 


ance is richer for the disinterested ser- 
vice which she rendered and will ever 
hold her in remembrance. 


The Executive Board held its regular 
meeting in Boston, on September 10, 
with members present from New Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
New York, and New Jersey, — nine- 
teen in all. 

The report of the Corresponding 
Secretary was most interesting, showing 
the amount of work necessary to secure 
the material for the Manual to be is- 
sued this month. Although the blanks 
to be filled out were sent to each branch 
in April, it took one hundred and fifty 
letters to obtain the returns, and still 
at least a dozen branches failed to re- 
port. The number of branches now 
counted in the Manual is three hundred 
and sixty-seven, although ten new ones 
were added during the year. Number 
of members reported, 17,154 and total 
amount of money raised, $137,588.73. 

Three appeals were presented by the 
committee. The first for $500 for the 
new church in Alleghany, Pa. This 
is practically the Second Church in 
Pittsburgh, and is considered an im- 
portant movement ‘and entirely worthy 
of help. 

Richmond, Va., once more appeals 
for aid. In completing the parsonage 
$400 will be needed. This has become 
a necessity, and the committee feels that 
nothing should be left undone which 
will uphold and strengthen the church 
in Richmond, where much has been ac- 
complished already. 
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The third appeal was for $200 for 
the new society in Bellingham, Wash. 
This very promising movement has been 
strongly endorsed, and the Alliance 
branches will surely help to sustain it. 

These appeals are recommended to 
the branches with confidence that they 
will meet with generous response. The 
regular appeals for Green Harbor and 
the two divinity schools are renewed for 
the coming year. 

Work in all parts of the Southern 
circuit has been progressing along the 
usual lines throughout the summer. 
Mr. Gibson’s health has improved so 
that he has been able to keep his ap- 
pointments in Florida. In North Caro- 
lina, Mr. Cowan has visited his group 
of brush shelters regularly and reports 
good attendance. It is greatly to be re- 
gretted that Mr. Gillilan, who has done 
such good service in this circuit work, 
has resigned his charge. The churches 
under his care will miss him sadly, and 
the Alliance loses a worker whose in- 
fluence, as minister and friend of the 
people, has been always strong and help- 
ful. 

The Secretary was directed to re- 
cord its appreciation of the work ac- 
complished by Mr. Gillilan, and its rec- 
ognition of the fine influence exerted by 
him in the circuits where he had been 
stationed. Rev. Mr. Key will under- 
take to visit the places which have been 
under the charge of Mr. Gillilan until 
a successor is found. 

Attendance at the services through- 
out the sea-coast and Mr. Key’s circuit 
has been larger, and the people have 
shown much interest. Many requests 
are coming to him to visit other places, 
and the field of his labors could be 
limited only by time and the expense of 
traveling. Certainly the desire to know 
more of Unitarianism is widespread. 
The recent article on religion, by Presi- 


dent Eliot, has still further stimulated 
inquiry as well as criticism, and opens 
still wider the door of opportunity. 


The program for the Alliance meeting 
at Chicago was discussed and the an- 
nouncement made that all the Vice- 
Presidents were to be there. This will 
be an unprecedented event in the history 
of the Alliance. The October meet- 
ing of the Executive Board will be held 
also in Chicago. 

Mrs. A. Martin Pierce of New Bed- 
ford, Mass., has become a Life Men:- 
ber, and the names of Mrs, Irene F. 
Clapp and Mrs. Martha J. Noyes have 
been placed In Memoriam. 


The Committee on College Girls 
would urge that now as the college year 
is soon to begin the Alliance branches 
see to it that the names of young people 
from their midst who are going to 
some of our many colleges, be sent to 
the minister of the college town 
church, or to the Alliance president, 
or both. Complaint is sometimes heard 
that no response is made to the efforts 
of the workers to reach these students, 
and a feeling prevails in some places 
that the girls do not wish to be called 
on. Tell your young people of the 
existence of a Unitarian Church in the 
place to which they are going, tell them 
the minister’s name, tell them there is 
an Alliance branch there like your own. 
This may serve as an introduction and 
may make any effort to reach them bet- 
ter understood. We remind our 
branches that in the following places we 
have Unitarian churches to which the 
attention of non-resident students may 
well be called: 

Waterville, Me.; Burlington, Vt.; 
Amherst, Boston, Cambridge, North- 
hampton, Wellesley, Worcester, Mass. ; 
Providence, R. I.; Ithaca, New York, 
Rochester, Syracuse, N. Y.; Meadville, 
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Philadelphia, Pa.; Baltimore, Md.; 
Washington, D. C.; Richmond, Va.; 
Atlanta, Ga.; New Orleans, La.; Cin- 
cinnati, Cleveland, Marietta, Ohio; 
Ann Arbor, Kalamazoo, Mich. ; Indian- 
apolis, Ind.; Bloomington, Champaign, 
Chicago, Evanston, Il].; Minneapolis, 
St. Paul, Minn.; Madison, Wis.; Iowa 
City, Sioux City, Iowa; St. Louis, Mo. ; 
Lawrence, ‘Topeka, Wichita, Kan.; 
Colorado Springs, Denver, Fort Collins, 
Greeley, Col.; Salt Lake City, Utah; 
Seattle, Wash.; Salem, Ore.; Berkeley, 
Los Angeles, Oakland, Palo Alto, Cal.; 
Lincoln, Neb.; Montreal, ‘Toronto, 
Canada. 

In one or two places we have a 
state normal school rather than a col- 
lege, but students come from distant 
homes and ought to be welcomed by 
the local church. Let us all work to- 
gether to help our young people to be 
loyal to the truth as they see it, not 
to be indifferent and content to drift 
where the highest and deepest things of 
life are concerned. 


The many who are interested in the 
chapel at Green Harbor, Mass., will 
be glad to hear that the summer has 
been a prosperous one. All during the 
winter the people have worked hard for 
the annual fair, which was successfully 
held early in August. The first day 
was pleasant, and the summer visitors 
were generous patrons. Over one hun- 
dred sat down to supper that night, and 
although the second day was stormy, the 
total proceeds were $274, which is 
more than has been realized for several 
years. “The chapel has been painted, 
and about $75 has been spent on the 
parsonage, making it fresh and bright 
for Mr. Mason, who has lately become 
the minister. The Alliance branch is 
now making an effort to purchase a 
lot of land in the rear of the parsonage 
which it is very desirable to control. 


This will give the women an object to 
work for the coming year. ‘The presi- 
dent writes: 

“ Our Sunday-school is disbanded for 
the summer, but we begin again Sep- 
tember 5. Several of us have already 
earned the third pin in the series of 
Little’s Cross and Crown System. I 
feel sure we shall start again with an 
attendance of thirty at least.” Every 
one will wish this little church, the 
child of the Alliance, success. 


On June 2 the British League of 
Unitarian and Other Liberal Christian 
Women held its first annual meeting, 
which must have been an inspiring oc- 
casion. Miss Helen Brooke Herford, 
as organizing secretary, reported having 
visited and addressed some thirty dif- 
ferent societies in England, Scotland, 
and Wales. ‘‘ Some of these were new 
societies, but many were existing groups 
of women, keeping their local names, 
aims, and activities. In some cases, 
some kind of special league work had 
been added, and there were most en- 
couraging signs of new life and enthusi- 
asm. Instances were given of admir- 
able and successful work accomplished 
and the conviction was expressed that 
the League had already amply justified 
its establishment.” Among those pres- 
ent was Rey. Mary A. Safford, who 
responded to a cordial welcome and 
said most appreciative words of the 
“American Alliance.” 

Since the visit ef Miss Richmond, at 
the time of the International Congress, 
the Alliance has felt a real interest in 
the Unitarian Church in Wellington, 
New Zealand. The first service was 
held in 1904 and continued in halls till 
in April last a handsome new church 
building, seating between four and five 
hundred, was opened with appropriate 
ceremonies, Miss Richmond writing a 
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special hymn. ‘The society has now 
property of the value of over £5,000 
and the church membership stands above 
two hundred. ‘There is also an inter- 
esting Unitarian Church in Adelaide, 
Australia, which is fifty years old. 


A very full and graphic account of 
the year’s work in Boisé, Idaho, was 
received too late for the last WorD AND 
Work. ‘The branch consists of 
“twenty-three good genuine members,” 
and much active work has been done. 
The report speaks of “‘ the lasting bene- 
fits derived from the social comrade- 
ship and mingling of ideas” and the 
members are “all ready for another 
busy, happy year.” 


This year has been a notable one for 
anniversaries and beatifications, and with 
the Catholics and the Anglicans the Uni- 
tarians, too, can point with pride to the 
names they have to offer for the roll of 
saintship. By papal authority Joan of 
Arc has now been placed in a state of 
perpetual bliss in heaven. Had her 
virtues been recognized on earth by the 
church, which then condemned and now 
elevates her, how different her fate! 
Unitarians do not need the command of 
government, nor the official act of the 
church to confer the saint’s crown. 
They do not require asceticism nor mi- 
racles. Their order of Christian 
Knighthood is the spontaneous gift of 
the heart. Their saints, the world 
knows well in the ranks of literature, 
science, and liberal religion. Character 
and Service have been the golden words 
on Unitarian banners. The last name 
to be added to the noble list is that of 
Edward Everett Hale, the intellectual 
giant, the great-hearted servant of hu- 
manity, the steadfast friend of the Al- 
liance. His beatification, which had not 


to wait the passing of centuries, is al- 
ready accomplished in the hearts of his 
fellow men. 


The Alliance has lost several promi- 
nent friends during the vacation period, 
but none more valued and _ respected 
than the late Louis Prang, whose name 
has been familiar the world over in con- 
nection with the art of color printing. 
Mr. Prang was identified by nature and 
inclination with the highest ideas of 
the liberal faith and was a well-known 
figure at meetings, especially in Boston. 
Women everywhere, however, appreci- 
ated, at the full, his beautiful and chi- 
valrous spirit, and recognized the flow- 
ering of that type of character which 
Unitarians place before all doctrines 
and creeds. In regard to immortality, 
Mr. Prang once expressed himself thus: 

“There is, however, a life after 
death, and that I will live in company 
with Goethe and Shakespeare and 
with every other human being who ever 
existed. It is the ‘soul of man’ that 
‘is marching on.’ It is the good deed, 
the good thought even, of any and every 
man. ‘These will live forever as long as 
there is a humanity to be influenced by 
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At a meeting of presidents and secre- 
taries held in Boston, it was voted that 
the following simple directions for secre- 
taries should be printed: 


No assembly is organized without a 
president or chairman and a secretary. 

A secretary should be careful, observant, 
and attentive to all that passes. 

A secretary should be a good reader, 
with a clear voice, which can be heard in 
all parts of the place of meeting. She 
should also be able to express herself 
accurately in writing. 

It is generally supposed that the whole 
duty of a recording secretary is to pre- 
serve an accurate record of all proceedings 
at the meetings of the organization. Be- 
fore that, other things are to be done. 

The secretary should keep a correct list 
of the names and addresses of members. 
She should call the meetings notifying 
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the time and place and, if necessary, 
specify the business. 

Unless printed, the secretary should pre- 
pare an order of business and have it 
ready for the use of the presiding officer. 

Much of the real work is done by com- 
mittees divided into standing or perma- 
nent and temporary committees. 

It is the duty of the secretary to notify 
and give the chairman of each permanent 
committee a list of the members composing 
1t. 

She should notify temporary committees 
of their appointment and of all business 
referred to them and send them all neces- 
sary papers or letters. 

It is the duty of the secretary to pre- 
serve on file all documents and papers 
which belong to the society, and to hand 
them over with the records to her suc- 
cessor when she relinguishes her office. 

The secretary either alone or with the 
president should sign all circulars, resolu- 
tions, certificates, etc, which require au- 
thentication, unless otherwise ordered. 

Lastly, the secretary must be familiar 
with the aims and purposes of the organi- 
zation and in full sympathy with its work, 
and be on the alert to discover any in- 
formation of interest or of value to the 
meetings. 

The records kept by the secretary should 
be clear, concise, and sufficiently full to 
make them of use as a journal for refer- 
ence. Legally the records may be con- 
fined to what is absolutely done. But in 
the Alliance, which is more than a legis- 
lative body, what is said is often as im- 
portant as what is done. Thus the minutes 
may properly be more full and extensive, 
more like a report, recording expressions 
of opinion and remarks as well as the 
mere action of the meeting. 

The secretary must take down motions 
as fast as they are presented, with the 
names of those making and seconding the 
motion if desired, and record as much of 
the debate which follows as will make 
the purpose of the motion and the result 
of the vote upon it intelligible to any one 
who reads the record. 


The secretary should call the roll when 
ordered for “yeas” and “nays,” and 
count the standing votes. 

The secretary should read all papers and 
letters and other documents required to 
be presented to the assembly. 


The autumn meeting of the New 
England Associate Alliance will be held 
on Thursday, October 21, in Chicopee, 
Mass., in conjunction with the Con- 
necticut Valley Associate Alliance. The 
morning session at ten o'clock will be 
devoted to the annual business meeting 
of the Connecticut Valley Associate Al- 
liance. At twelve o’clock there will be a 
conference with reports conducted by 
Mrs. Caroline S. Atherton. The 
speaker of the afternoon is to be Dr. 
William C. Gannett, of Rochester, N. 
‘vo 


The church at Beachmont, Mass., 
has been sold to private parties, and the 
pulpit and two chairs in good repair 
have been reserved. It is wished that 
these be given to some worthy church. 
Apply to Mrs. Henry Shaw, 200 Brad- 
street Avenue, Beachmont, Mass. 


Appeals now presented: 


Alleghany Pana cee $500 
Richmond 2iVaszs 55 pence oe cee 400 
Bellingham, SWash. 33.52): sss 200 
Green: Harbor, Mass... ...... 0. a5 400 
Meadville Students..... Pa ee > 
Pacific School for the Ministry.. 250 
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Board of Directors’ Monthly 
Meeting 


The second regular meeting of the 
Executive Board of the National Young 
People’s Religious Union for 1909-1910 
was held in Room 11, 25 Beacon Street, 
Boston, Mass, on Tuesday afternoon, 
September 14, 1909, at half past two 
o'clock. 

President Saunderson presided and 
there were present: Misses Burrage, 
Cline, and Stimson, and Messrs. Lyon, 
McMurdie, and Sturtevant. 

The secretary’s records of the last 
meeting were read and approved. ‘The 
treasurer gave his financial statement 
that was accepted. The bills for the 
month were approved. 

Vorep: to thank the speakers at the 
Shoals meeting. 

One new life member was reported, 
— the eighty-fifth; and also the joining 
of three unions, — Jamestown, Nea; 
Troy, N. Y., and Berkeley, Cal. 

The president reported on the pro- 
gram for the National Conference in 
Chicago, Ill., September 27 to 30. 

Rev. Harold G. Arnold, Mrs. Ar- 
nold, and the president, Rev. Henry 
Hallam Saunderson, were chosen dele- 
gates to the National Conference. 

Miss Emily Cline reported progress 
with regard to the fair. 

Grace R. Torr, Secretary. 
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The Shoals Meetings 


One of the forenoons at the Shoals 
Summer Meetings was given over to 
the young people of our denomination. 
The chapel service was in charge of a 


former president, Rev. Harold G. Ar- 
nold of Bridgewater, Mass., whose ad- 
mirable sermon on “ The Great Choice ” 
has already been printed in the Christian 
Register. The later forenoon meeting, 
presided over by Mr. Arnold, was ad- 
dressed by Rev. A. D. K. Shurtleff of 
Fast Boston on “ The Future and What 
We Shall Do With It,” and by Rev. 
Robert F. Leavens of Fitchburg on 
“The Aims and Ideals of the Young 
People’s Religious Union.” At noon 
a delegates’ meeting was held in the 
stone meeting-house, when an hour was 
consumed in discussion and helpful 
intercourse. ‘The secretary, a vice-presi- 
dent, three directors, and several former 
officers were in attendance during the 
week, 


Union-at-Large 


The chairman of the Union-at-Large 
Committee, Miss Marguerite Fellows, 
142 Homer Street, Newton Centre, 
Mass., will be glad to learn of any 
changes in addresses of the Union-at- 
Large members; and also solicits new 
names. Any young people who are to 
be away from home the coming year, 
either in school or in business, should 
join the Union-at-Large, writing Miss 
Fellows for particulars. 

Friends of such absentees would con- 
fer a favor by notifying Miss Fellows, 
giving the home and the present ad- 
dress. 

The aim of this committee is to keep 
in touch with all these absent members 
by means of letters, the monthly Worp 
AND Work, and other Unitarian litera- 


ture. 
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Plans are already in the mind of the 
committee for a more systematic method 
of work in the year to come; and to 
this end an increase in the present 
membership of one hundred and seven- 
teen is desired. 


The National Conference 


The National Union was represented 
at the National Conference in Chicago, 
September 27 to 30, by several of our 
young people, the accredited delegates 
being the president, Rev. Henry H. 
Saunderson, and Rev. and Mrs. Harold 
G. Arnold. 

The morning’s program of Tuesday, 
September 28, accorded our organiza- 
tion ten minutes, during which Mr. 
Saunderson presented briefly our aims 
and aspirations; while in the afternoon 
an hour and a quarter was devoted to 
the general topic, ‘‘ The New Genera- 
tion of Unitarians.” 1. “ Our Grow- 
ing Faith,” by Rev. Albert R. Vail of 
Urbana, Ill.; 2. “ Our Strengthened 
Organization,” by Mr. Percy A. Ather- 
ton of Boston, Mass.; 3. “‘ Our Larger 
Task,” by Rev. Henry Hallam Saunder- 
son of Cambridge, Mass. 


Sixth Biennial Bazaar 


Fair time is fast approaching; and, 
needless to say, the committee expects 
to do better than ever before. Two 
years ago nearly two thousand dollars 
were realized and surely we must aim to 
outstrip that amount this fall. To ac- 
complish this will require the combined 
efforts of all our unions and friends. 

Chairmen have been found for every 
table, but many volunteer helpers are 
still needed. Anyone, desiring to help 
on any special table, should notify Miss 
Mallie J. Floyd, 56 Magnolia Street, 
Dorchester, Mass., at once. 


An innovation will be tried at this 
fair—-a Men’s Table. In our other 
fairs no distinct effort to interest men 
has been made: now an opportunity will 
be given them to make up for lost time. 
For the present, contributions to this 
table— large and small—and_ the 
larger the better, are earnestly requested. 
Contributions may be sent to Mr. 
Percy A. Atherton, 53 State Street, 
Boston. 

The Life Members’ Table is another 
novel devise, calling the attention of the 
Life Members to the fair, and seeking 
to interest others to add their names to 
the list. Miss Edith Melvin, Concord, 
Mass., the chairman, already has the 
arrangements for this feature well in 
hand. The table will necessarily be 
miscellaneous in character, but its pri- 
mary object is to secure Life Members 
to the National Union. It is suggested 
that unions desirous of helping the fair 
and the National Union as well, en- 
deavor, as a part of their contribution 
to the fair, to send in one Life Member 
to Miss Melvin. Contributions of 
money, books, or anything saleable are 
solicited for this table. 

While our friends have been most 
generous in sending donations of money, 
we have missed the smaller sums usually 
contributed by individuals and unions 
for the fairs in the past, but trust that 
they will be forthcoming in the next 
few weeks. 

No union is too weak, too small, or 
too far away to send some sort of contri- 
bution, either of articles or of money. 
There ought to be at least one individual 
in every union or in every Unitarian 
community, who should constitute her- 
self a committee of one to solicit the 
members of the union or the parish for 
donations to the cause. Remember, it 
is our own young people who are carry- 
ing on this fair. We should loyally 
and I{berally support these young friends 
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of ours. It therefore behooves all good 
Unitarians, whether deeply interested in 
our National Organization or not, to 
aid and encourage by their contributions 
any and every effort put forth by the 
young people of our denomination. 

Above all, plan to attend the fair at 
Hotel Vendome, Boston, on Thursday, 
October 28, from 2 to 10 P.M., and on 
Friday, October 29, from 10 A.M. to 
IO P.M. 

Ample provision will be made for 
procuring dinners and luncheons at the 
fair lunch counter. Those chairmen 
and helpers at a distance will be ac- 
commodated over night on application. 
(See special notice in another column.) 

Contributions may be sent from now 
on to Miss Floyd, or to Room 11, 25 
Beacon Street, Boston, Mass. 

On and after Saturday, October 23, 
contributions of articles, preserves, and 
pickles, etc., may be sent to Hotel Ven- 
dome, Commonwealth Avenue, Boston, 
Mass., plainly marked “ For the yer R: 
U. Bazaar,’ the particular table being 
especially designated on the outside as 
well. 


Hospitality During the Fair 


In accordance with the custom of 
several years past, and in order that 
unions from a distance may be repre- 
sented by sending helpers to assist at 
the Biennial Fair of the Young People’s 
Religious Union, to be held on October 
28th to 29th, at the Vendome, the Bos- 
ton Federation extends the hospitality 
of its members on Thursday and Friday 
nights to those helpers who cannot con- 
veniently return home. 

Will any assistants who desire to 
avail themselves of this hospitality 
kindly communicate with Miss Emily I. 
Hargrave, 8 Addison Street, Chelsea, 
Mass., before October 15, specifying 
which night they desire entertainment, 
or if for both nights. 


Committees for 1909-1910 


The following committees for the 
year have been appointed. Any person, 
wishing information regarding any one 
of these, should address the chairman. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Chairman, Mr. Sanford Bates, 87 Bush- 


nell Street, Dorchester Centre. Mr. 
O. Arthur McMurdie, Boston. Rev. 
F. R. Sturtevant, Dorchester. Miss 
Mallie J. Floyd, Dorchester. Mr. 


Harold §. Lyon, West Bridgewater. 


Poticy COMMITTEE 


Chairman, Mr. Percy A. Atherton, 53 
State Street, Boston. Rev. Robert 
F. Leavens, Fitchburg. Miss Caro- 
line S. Burrage, West Newton. Rev. 
F. R. Sturtevant, Dorchester. Rev. 
Edgar S. Wiers, Montclair, N. J. 
Mr. Harold G. Arnold, Bridgewater, 
Mass. 


SPEAKING COMMITTEE 


Chairman, Miss Grace R. Torr, 25 
Beacon Street, Boston. Mr. Percy 
A. Atherton, Boston. Rev. A. D. 
K. Shurtleff, East Boston. Miss 
Caroline S. Burrage, West Newton. 
Mr. Sanford Bates, Dorchester 
Centre. 


PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 


Chairman, Mr. Joseph A. Harwood, 
Littleton, Mass. Miss Caroline S. 
Burrage, West Newton. Miss Eula 
Faxon, Brockton. Miss Harriet Cc: 
Stimson, Fitchburg. Mr. H. Hough- 
ton Schumacher, Cambridge. Miss 
Emily J. Cline, Dorchester. 


EASTERN MASSACHUSETTS CoMMITTEE 


Chairman, Rev. F. R. Sturtevant, 12 
Willis Street, Dorchester. Mr. 
Joseph A. Harwood, Littleton. Rev. 
Abbott Peterson, Lancaster. Miss 
Amy E. Taylor, Lexington. 
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WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS 


CoMMITTEE 


Chairman, Rev. Samuel R. Maxwell, 
15 Crescent Street, Greenfield. Rev. 
Earl C. Davis, Pittsfield. Rev. 
George B. Spurr, Petersham. Miss 
Mallie J. Floyd, Dorchester. 


New ENcLaAnp (except Massachusetts ) 


CoMMITTEE 


Chairman, Rev. Henry G. Ives, An- 
dover, N. H. Rev. Edwin M. Slo- 
combe, Augusta, Me. Rev. Charles 
J. Staples, Burlington, Vt. Rev. 
Arthur B. Whitney, Saco, Me. 


MIppLe AND SOUTHERN STATES 


CoMMITTEE 


Chairman, Rev. Edgar S. Wiers, 105 
Orange Road, Montclair, N. J. 
Rev. John H. Holmes, Yonkers, N. 
ys Miss Isabelle F. Walter, 
Charleston, S. C. Mr. Walter P. 
Eaton, New York. Rev. Richard W. 
Boynton, Buffalo, N. Y. 


WESTERN STATES COMMITTEE 


Chairman, Rev. Albert R. Vail, 1109 
West California Avenue, Urbana, 
Ill. Rev. Charles P. Wellman, Hum- 
boldt, Iowa. Rev. Henry W. Foote, 
Ann Arbor, Mich. Rev. Robert E. 


’ 
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Ramsay, Davenport, Iowa. Rev. 
Walter F. Greenman, Milwaukee, 
Wis. : 

_ Paciric COMMITTEE . 


Chairman, Rev. John H. Lathrop, 2247 
College Avenue, Berkeley, Cal. Rev. 
Fred Alban Weil, Bellingham, Wash. 


*- 
af « 
NoMINATING COMMITTEE 


Chairman, Rey. Harold G. Arnold, 
Bridgewater. Miss Marion I. Bul- 
lard, West Newton. Mrs. Sanford 
Bates, Dorchester Center. Mr. Jo- 
seph A. Harwood, Littleton. Miss 
Marguerite Fellows, Newton Centre. 


AUDITING COMMITTEE 


Chairman, Mr. Clarence B. Hum- 
phreys, 272 Congress Street, Boston. 
Mr. John B. Proudfoot, Newton 
Centre. 


Fatr COMMITTEE 


Honorary President, Mrs. W. Scott 
Fitz, Boston, Mass. Chairman, Miss 
Mallie J. Floyd, 56 Magnolia Street, 
Dorchester, Mass. Treasurer, Mr. 
O. Arthur McMurdie, Boston, Mass. 
Secretary, Mrs. Sanford Bates, 87 
Bushnell Street, Dorchester Centre, 
Mass. Mrs. A. Quincy Emery, Bos- 
ton, Mass. Mrs. James C. Hopkins, 
Boston, Mass. Miss Rosamond 
Lang, Boston, Mass. Mr. Percy A. 
Atherton, Boston, Mass. 
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Rev. Edwin G. Brown, 
Ministerial late of Presque Isle, Me., 
Personals has accepted a call to Mo- 


line, Ill. Rev. A. J. Rich 
has resigned at Dighton, Mass., and 
will spend the winter in California. 
Rev. W. A. Wood has resigned at Wil- 
ton, N. H., to accept a call to West 
Upton, Mass. Rev. C..L. Ball has re- 
signed at Athol, Mass., and Rev. D. R. 
Freeman at the Third Church, Dorches- 
ter, Mass. Rev. W. R. Clarke, for- 
merly of Oklahoma, Ok., has accepted 
a call to Montpelier, Vt. Rev. W. L. 
Beers has resigned at Youngstown, 
Ohio, and has taken charge of the work 
at Great Falls, Mon. Rev. W. A. 
Vrooman has taken charge of the church 
at Winnipeg, Manitoba, while the Field 
Secretary, Rev. F. W. Pratt, goes for 
the winter to Calgary, Alberta. Rev. 
D. M. Wilson has resigned at North- 
field, Mass., to accept a call to Kenne- 
bunk, Me. Rev. R. S. Barrow has re- 
signed at Jackson, Mich. to accept a 


call to Windsor, Vt. 


The directors of the as- 


National sociation were represented 
Conference at the National Confer- 
ence by the president, 


three vice-presidents, the secretary, the 


= 


treasurer, and six other members of the 
board, together with three field secre- 
taries and the secretary of the Publicity 
Department. The president, on the 
preceding Sunday, preached the sermon 
of dedication for the new church at Oak 
Park, Ul., and the Sunday after the 
conference preached on the occasion of 
the fiftieth anniversary of the church 
in Bloomington, Ill. The secretary, on 
his way back from Chicago, visited the 
churches of Salem and Youngstown, 
Ohio, Newcastle and Meadville, Pa. 
Mr. Casson preached at Ottawa, both 
on the way out and on the way back 
from Chicago. The field secretary for 
the Middle States went to Chicago by 
the way of Cumberland, Md., where he 
held a conference with a group of inter- 
ested persons and arranged for services; 
returning, he preached at Allegheny, con- 
ferring there with the trustees of the 
Northside Church. The field secre- 
tary of the Rocky Mountain Depart- 
ment preached on the Sunday before the 
conference at Colorado Springs, Cok, 
and on the Sunday of the conference 
at Fort Collins, Col. It is one of the 
exceptional advantages of a western 
meeting of the National Conference that 
the representatives of the association are. 
thus able to combine the meeting of the 


¢ 
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conference with these visitations to the 
churches. 


There is no cessation to the ac- 
Church tivity of our churches in pro- 
Building viding for themselves new and 

better equipment for the service 
in which they are enlisted. ‘The society 
in Lynn, Mass., has just laid the corner 
stone of a new and beautiful church 
building on a centrally located lot. 
The new churches in Petersham, Mass., 
New London, Conn., Allegheny, Pa., 
and Bendon, Mich., are fast nearing 
completion, and will be ready for dedi- 
cation before the new year. ‘The corner 
stone has been laid for a pretty new 
church at Andover, N. H., and plans 
have been adopted for a_ beautiful 
church at Chestnut Hill, Mass. ‘The 
fine parish house at Berkeley, Cal., is 
finished; the parish house at Hanska, 
Minn., is well advanced; the fine 
Parish House for the Third Church in 
Brooklyn, N. Y., is covered in and the 
gift of Dr. Vilas. Plans have been com- 
pleted for a house at Waverly, Mass. 
The greater part of the needed money 
for the building of a new church in Du- 
luth, Minn., has been pledged, and ne- 
gotiations are proceeding for the pur- 
chase of the needed lot for the new 
church in Eureka, Cal. 


The work among the Ice- 
landers in Manitoba is as- 
suming new features which 
promise interesting results in the near 
future. ‘The Rey. Rognvaldur Peturs- 
son, who has been the minister of the 
Icelandic congregation in Winnipeg 
since 1903, has resigned in order to do 
field work among the rapidly growing 
Icelandic settlements or the northwest- 
ern provinces. Several congregations 
have been gathered, and societies will» 
presently be formed. 


Icelandic 
Work in 
Manitoba 


The Rev. Gudmundur Arnason, a 
graduate of Meadville and a student in 
Germany for one year under the Cruft 
Fellowship, has been recently ordained 
and installed over the First Icelandic 
Unitarian Church in Winnipeg, to carry 
on the work laid down by Mr. Pe- 
tursson. Already a conference of Ice- 
landic Unitarian churches has been or- 
ganized, and steps taken to extend the © 
work and assume a considerable share 
of the financial burden. In this great 
region cities are rapidly developing. 
From the report of one of the Mead- 
ville students who did missionary work 
there during the summer we read, 
“ From my knowledge of the whole situ- 
ation I am fully convinced that the win- 
ning of the Icelanders to the side of 
liberal religious ideals is only a ques- 
tion of honest, harmonious and conse- 
crated work. ‘The gospel of the bro- 
therhood of man is the gospel for the 
Icelander.” 


hee The secretary of the Depart- 
Brie ment of Social and Public 
Service Service has continued his ac- 


tive propaganda. He is constantly 
speaking to our churches, clubs, and 
alliances, and is frequently called in 
counsel concerning matters of social and 
civic reform. His special work of pub- 
lic speech is endeavoring to create the 
right sentiment concerning the housing 
problem. Mr. Forbes has an illustrated 
lecture on this matter which is of great 
significance. He is also addressing al- 
liances and other organizations in the 
endeavor to promote the movement for 
the conservation of the public health, 
and is helping to organize our different 
societies for helpful endeavor along these 
lines. He is also codéperating and pre- 
paring for a series of ‘‘ People’s Meet- 
ings,” to be held on Sunday evenings, 
in Cambridge. The Unitarian minis- 
ters of Cambridge and a committee of 
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the Central Labor Union are working 
together to this end. ‘Three numbers 
of the Social Service Bulletin have now 
been issued, and the books of the Social 
Service Library are in constant demand. 


Publicity ment of Publicity reported to 
Depart- the October meeting of the 
ment The secretary of the Depart- 


Board that with the opening of the new. 


church-year many new contracts for the 
publication of the Paragraph Pulpit 
were being considered and placed. Spe- 
cial care is now taken to appropriate 
money only when the work started in 
this way can be carried on by local 
workers in the field. In almost every 
case the Paragraph Pulpit is placed in 
towns where there is a Unitarian 
church, and publication is conditioned 
upon the financial codperation of the 
church, It may be assumed that where 
the local body of Uunitarians is not 
willing to undertake this expense they 
are not likely to properly utilize any 
interest which may be aroused from the 
outside. Among the new places where 
the Paragraph Pulpit is to be used are: 
Traverse City, Mich.; Jacksonville, 
Fla.; and Cedar Rapids, Iowa, where 
revival services are about to begin, and 
where an outspoken declaration of Uni- 
tarian principles is timely. The Wo- 
man’s Alliances of the Rocky Mountain 
district have decided to engage in Para- 
graph Pulpit work as their especial con- 
tribution to the advancement of the 
cause. ‘The second volume of the Uni- 
tarian Calendar began with the Sep- 
tember number with an increased circu- 
lation, All but three of the churches 
codperating last year continue for a 
second year, with many expressions of 
appreciation concerning the usefulness of 
the Calendar. Seven new churches have 


this year allied themselves with this 
movement. 


Publica- The fall catalogue of the Pub- | 


tion ii “i D 
Depart ication Department announces 
ment eleven new volumes. It also 


makes announcement of the purpose of 
the department to issue regularly on the 
first day of each month some of the best 
of the older publications in paper covers 
at the uniform price, as far as possible, 
of 25 cents per copy. This is not a 
plan to market second-hand material, 
but the expression of the aim of the 
department to make available, at a very 
moderate price, some of our best book 
material. The circular is now in prepa- 
ration announcing the titles to be issued 
monthly during this autumn and for 
the year 1910. 

The tract distribution has begun with 
unusual alacrity this year, the chief de- 
mand being, just now, for the latest 
tract No. 246, “The Religion of the 
Future,” by President Eliot. The first 
edition of this work has been set at 
thirty thousand copies, with a likelihood 
that a second edition will immediately 
follow. A new edition of the tract 
catalogue has been issued, bringing the 
list up to November 1. 

The department has entered upon a 
new plan of distribution and has asked 
our ministers to codperate with the de- 
partment in putting the books on sale 
in our churches, so that the members of 
our own parishes can personally examine 
them. Boxes of the best and most repre- 
sentative of our books, including fifty 
or sixty titles, will be sent to each 
church willing to codperate, and it is 
hoped that this valuable material can 
be then more intimately introduced to 
the attention of our own people. The 
department is under obligation to many 
of our ministers for their prompt co- 
operation in this plan. 


National Alliance of 
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The recent Conference so successfully 
held at Chicago was a wonderful oppor- 
tunity for the Alliance. For now the 
policy of the president to make the 
Alliance really national was fairly well 
carried out, representatives being pres- 
ent from twenty-six states and Canada. 
Alliance women formed a large part of 
the audience at each of the meetings, 
which were full of interest and sugges- 
tion, and doubtless all carried away 
fresh zeal for future work. The his- 
tory of Unitarianism will receive fur- 
ther study. New plans for connecting 
sociology and religion and methods for 
furthering church progress will be fruit- 
ful subjects for consideration at Alliance 
meetings, for the members will seek to 
prove that they were not listeners only, 
but wish to be active codperators in 
effective work. 

The special meeting of the Alliance 
on September 30 was preceded by a 
handsome luncheon, at which three hun- 
dred and four were present. At the 
same hour the Laymen’s luncheon was 
given at the University Club, and the 
ministers were guests of Rev. Jenkin 
Lloyd Jones at Lincoln Centre, each 
group holding a public meeting after- 
wards. 

The Alliance meeting held in the ball- 
room of Chicago Beach Hotel was 
opened by prayer by Rev. Celia P. 
Woolley. The Alliance hymn was sung, 
printed copies having been thoughtfully 
provided by Mrs. E. C. Dudley, chair- 
man of a committee for arrangements. 
Mrs. Delano, vice-president for western 
states, gave the address of welcome, in 
which she said: 


I extend to all present a most hearty 
welcome to this, the most representative 
meeting the National Alliance has ever 
held, and I am proud and happy to have 
this meeting in Chicago. I am glad to 
welcome our national president and our 
two national secretaries. It is a proud day 
not only for our president, but for your 
vice-president for the Western States, 
when she welcomes to this meeting the 
other five vice-presidents. One comes 
from New England, one from the Middle 
States, one from the Southern States, one 
from the Rocky Mountain district, and 
one from the Pacific Coast. For the first 
time in the history of our National Alli- 
ance all our vice-presidents are present at 
a meeting. Another record-breaker for 
Chicago. 

We have 46 directors this year, and of 
that number, it gives me pleasure to wel- 
come 12; 5 from New England, 2 from 
the Middle States, 5 from the Western 
States. We have 367 branches of the Alli- 
ance, and of this number about 90 are 
represented to-day. 

I also welcome to this meeting all who 
are not as yet Alliance women, and hope 
for the time to come when all liberal 
Christian women will become affiliated with 
the National Alliance. May the memory 
of these meetings inspire us all to greater 
efforts for larger achievements. May we 
aim to make our National Alliance strong- 
er, better, and if possible, a more powerful 
factor in our church life than it now is. 
As we separate, may we all feel that it 
has been good for us to be here, and may 
we all carry away the desire for many 
more such meetings in the future. 


Each vice-president made a short ad- 
dress, from which extracts are taken. 


Mrs. Atherton said: 


In speaking of New England Alliance 
branches, it is difficult to generalize. 
Among the two hundred and more 
branches we find large and small, strong 
and weak, some in popular city churches, 
some in rural districts and country towns, 
where perhaps a_ once well-established 
church is on the point of closing its doors. 
Here we have the branch that was a sew- 
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ing society of honorable past, standing for 
all the work of the parish, social, benevo- 
lent, civic, as well as religious, and there 
the branch that gives its time and money 
to denominational interests and leaves 
everything else to sister organizations in 
the same church. In New England are 
branches that work year in and year out 
for fairs and sales to get money for run- 
ning expenses or for new furnishings, 
while we have branches that scorn fairs 
and raise large sums of money by indi- 
vidual subscription. Every shade of de- 
mocracy exists from the branch that has 
no executive board but determines all mat- 
ters itself to the one whose executive board 
settles every question without reference to 
the general meeting. Generally speaking, 
there is a marked increase of interest in 
the national work, in the appeals, in what 
others are doing. The business meeting 
is gaining in popularity and reports of 
committees and communications from offi- 
cers and branches command attention. In 
particular must be mentioned the Post 
Office Mission and Cheerful Letter com- 
mittees that are doing increasingly good 
work and whose reports are received with 
the greatest interest. Monthly meetings of 
the workers contribute much to increased 
efficiency in these two lines of national 
work. : 

Frequent conferences and neighborhood 
meetings serve to promote acquaintance 
and foster the spirit of mutual helpfulness. 
Fellowship is writ large because of num- 
bers and nearness. Directors come together 
to compare notes; they bring their 
branches together in groups, and the full 
force of organization is felt as never be- 
fore. Interest in other churches quickens 
loyalty to the home church and we mark 
increased attention to Sunday-school and 
other departments. Religious Intelligence 
committees are multiplying, Study Class 
leaflets are largely used, and there is a 
decided growth in the way of religious 
programs and study classes. 

Not only are our branches interested 
in other New England branches, trying to 
help and care for one another, some strik- 
ing instances of which might be given, but 
they are equally ready to respond to the 
call from a distance, wherever a struggling 
Unitarian society is making its brave stand. 
Humbly appreciative of its abundant bless- 
ings and the obligations entailed by un- 
equaled privileges and opportunities, New 
England prays for greater devotion, greater 
zeal in behalf of a faith that, whether it 
be the religion of the future or not, stands 
now and here for loyalty to truth, for love 
and service. 


Mrs. Forbes for the Middle States 
said : 


The reports from the branches are vary- 
ing; some say “ increased membership,” 
others, “a decided loss.” On the whole, 
however, the membership is larger than 
two years ago. 

The branches at McKeesport and Har- 
risburg, Pa., have disbanded; but branches 
have been formed in the First Church, 
Philadelphia, and Vineland, New Jersey. 

Of the nine New Jersey branches, seven 
have largely increased, while two have lost 
members. From Canada there is reported 
a loss of two in the Hamilton branch. 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, branch, reorganized 
in the early winter of 1908 with ten mem- 
bers and closed the season with twenty- 
nine. 

Washington, D. C., has a larger mem- 
bership than two years ago. Baltimore, 
Md., has held its own. New York reports 
no loss of branches, and a gain of about 
forty members. 

- In a few instances there is no report of 
Post Office Mission; but for the most part 
the branches are doing excellent work. 

At Winnipeg this work was begun on 
April 25, 1909, and at the close of the year 
there had been sent out over one hundred 
pamphlets and twenty-five letters. Many 
other branches, not statistically reported, 
do a large amount of this work. 

Cheerful Letter correspondence is not 
quite so widely carried on; but a large 
proportion of the branches are much in- 
terested in it. 

With few exceptions, all the branches 
contribute to the current expenses of their 
respective churches. In some cases definite 
sums are regularly pledged; in others, 
regular gifts are made, without the pledge 
of a fixed sum; and in still others, there 
are gifts to meet emergencies, or special 
needs as they arise. 

In Washington funds are being laid 
aside for the building of a new church, 
which will be an achievement gratifying 
to very many outside the capital city. The 
glory of this church is the glory of all 
American Unitarians, beginning with the 
nation’s president, we may assume, but 
reaching out and including all our fellow- 
ship. 

All these branches give generously to 
meet the appeals of other churches, of 
charity organizations and educational 
movements, all over the land. 

The conduct of the meetings varies. “ All 
Souls” and the “Church of the Messiah” 
branches, New York, rely on their ministers 
for the literary part of their programs. 
The First Church, Buffalo, branch also had 
last year a course of lectures by the min- 
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ister. But most of the branches depend 
largely on their own members for papers 
or talks, which are followed by discussion. 
Occasionally, National Alliance | officers 
visit the branches and give them informa- 
tion concerning denominational work and 
purposes, and put them in touch with the 
National organization. sot 

Now and then ministers or specialists 
are invited to speak to branches on some 
given subject. The Germantown branch 
last year chose for study the notable work 
of philanthropy, charity, education, and re- 
form, and invited specialists to “ explain 
those departments of service.” 

Pittsburg branch must be spoken of as a 
model of activity, holding meetings every 
week. 

Each branch has a particular point of 
interest; Schenectady, doing noble work 
for the local church, Troy, Jamestown, 
and all the rest. The older and larger 
branches, as well as the smaller ones, might 
be benefitted by appearing before the 
public. 

The meetings of the branches usually end 
with a social hour, and from them the 
members go out into the larger life of the 
churches to carry the spirit of fellowship 
and goodwill to all whom they may meet. 
A fair conclusion to draw from these re- 
ports is that these branches are not cold 
or indifferent; in none of them need 
strangers feel unwelcome. Indeed, the 
burden of complaint seems to be with the 
branches against strangers, for many times 
proffered courtesies or kindnesses have 
been disregarded, to state it mildly. It is 
disheartening to hear of people who have 
always been earnest, helpful workers in a 
Unitarian church, but who, when they re 
move to some other city or town, are never 
heard of in the Unitarian church, or have 
declined, or neglected, cordial invitations 
to enter the church of their faith in the 
community to which they have gone. 

I almost feel like suggesting as a topic 
for an afternoon’s discussion, “How can 
we make men and women loyal to their 
church when they change their residence?” 

Yet the good work goes on, despite all 
obstacles, and the Alliance branches are a 
valuable, vital part of church life and 
work, yes, indispensable to church life and 
work, with a splendid future not only pos- 
sible, but probable for them, 


Mrs. Delano said: 


As vice-president of the Western States, 
I represent the ten states grouped together 
in this Central West, Illinois occupying the 
center field, with Ohio, Indiana and Michi- 


gan on the east, Wisconsin and Minnesota 
on the north, Missouri Iowa, Kansas and 
Nebraska on the west. I cannot boast of 
great numbers nor of any new branches 
this year; but there are in these ten states 
65 branches and over 2200 members, and 
we have raised $24,800 this last year, $4000 
more than the year before. 

Illinois has the largest number of 
branches, but not the largest branches. 
Cleveland, Ohio, and St. Louis, Mo, 
have branches with more than I00 mem- 
bers each. Illinois and Michigan for 
the past two years have been very near the 
500 membership mark, which, when 
reached, will add two new members to our 
national board. 

In all these branches, in spite of many 
obstacles and discouragements, the work 
goes bravely on from year to year. Our 
ministers in the West will not dispute the 
fact that the Alliance is the backbone of 
the Church. No task is too stupendous 
nor too trivial for the Alliance to under- 
take, and whatever it undertakes it car- 
ries through to success. It contributes to 
all departments of the Church work ac- 
cording to the need; works for the support 
of the minister and the furnishing of the 
Church, and carries forward the social life 
by bringing the people together for work 
and entertainment. 

The Alliance being a missionary body, 
the branches do much along this line 
through the Post Office Mission and Cheer- 
ful Letter. 

Post Office Mission secretaries are quite 
general throughout the West, all taking 
a great interest, and by the circulation of 
our literature doing much to extend our 
liberal faith. 

There are four Associate Alliances in 

these Western States. The Michigan As- 
sociate Alliance is composed of twelve 
branches, as besides those in Michigan it 
also includes those in Toledo, Ohio, and 
Indianapolis, Ind., with at least two meet- 
ings a year. 
_ The Missouri Valley Associate Alliance 
1s composed of the branches of Lawrence 
and Topeka, Kan., and Kansas City, Mo., 
three meetings a year. 

The Central Mississippi Valley Associ- 
ate Alliance has been formed this year, and 
1s composed of the two branches in St. 
Louis, with the two in Alton and the one 
a ouiney, Ill. Three meetings a year are 
neld. 

The Chicago Associate Alliance is com- 
posed of seven branches, four in Chicago, 
and three in Evanston, Hinsdale, and 
Geneva. Six meetings have been held each 
year, but this winter we are to hold seven, 
as we are to be entertained in March for 
the first time by the Swedish branch. 


National 


The National Alliance in the West, as 
in other parts of the country, is a work 
made up of many parts, all necessary and 
important to the whole. We all believe 
in the Alliance and that the work makes 
our lives stronger and better worth the 
living. Each of us has our part to do, 
and now is the time for doing. Let us all 
join hands and help, for to-day we are 
alive together. 


Mrs. Churchill gave a vivid account 
of conditions in her section, and said: 


From the South I bring you the hearty 
greetings of three hundred and fifteen Alli- 
ance women, who are bravely working for 
our liberal faith, endeavoring to keep it 
alive and growing in their local community 
and to plant it wherever possible else- 
where. They are doing pioneer work that 
will blossom forth into a helpful religious 
life for those who come after them. What 
a helpful stimulus to their work stich a 
conference as this would be if held in the 
Southland! I wonder if you can grasp 
what it would mean to them and to our 
cause there. You would have to realize 
what it means to stand for the faith you 
hold dear amidst a prejudice that seems 
insurmountable. Think for a moment of 
the territory I am_ representing to-day, 
from Virginia to’ Texas and faraway Okla- 
homa! This vast stretch, with but twelve 
Alliance branches, each so isolated, so far 
away from any opportunity of meeting the 
handclasp and encouraging exchange of 
ideas and ideals of its sister branches or 
other Unitarian workers, that it is almost 
wholly dependent upon itself for help and 
stimulus in its work. 

Under such circumstances it takes cour- 
age, loyalty, perseverance, and a_ broad 
vision to feel that your place is to work, 
and to keep on working, that the uplift 
of this liberal vision, through the open door 
of the little liberal church may permeate 
the atmosphere of your locality slowly and 
surely, to prove a blessing to many of 
whom you will know nothing, through the 
evolution of time. 

Only a deep abiding faith in God, as re- 
vealed to us, in our Unitarianism, and the 
loving desire to work for Him, that our 
fellowman may learn to know this “ faith 
in Him” also, keeps our vision clear, our 
hopes undaunted. Having this faith, our 
twelve branches are full of hope and en- 
thusiasm, realizing the greater the field and 
need, the greater the work for them to do. 

All the branches carry out the usual 
lines of Alliance work necessary to raise 
money for local church needs, such as 
fairs and entertainments, and the stronger 
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branches are able to enter into other ac- 
tivities, each selecting stich as seem best 
suited to its individual needs in the com- 
munity in which it is placed. 

Mrs. Churchill described very clearly and 
graphically _ the reorganization of the 
branch in Memphis, Tenn., where nine 
women are holding services every Sunday, 
reading a sermon, as they can have no 
preacher, “One member expressed the 
sentiment of all when she said ‘she would 
come every Sunday, and if no one else 
were there, she would talk to herself.’ ” 

The little church at Shelter Neck was 
mentioned as having “set the pace for 
other branches larger and stronger that it 
in sending responses to every standing ap- 
peal on the National list last year.” 

Each of the larger branches was spoken 
of as full of hopeful promise and the addi- 
tion of a parish house made by the branch 
in New Orleans where “ from struggle and 
almost despair the branch has worked its 
way to a large and useful activity, not only 
among southern branches, but in New Or- 
leans as a city.’ “Nine of the southern 
branches are doing Post Office Mission 
and Paragraph Pulpit work, and feel that 
these must be depended upon to spread our 
faith in this section. The Post Office Mis- 
sion has had more responses than ever be- 
fore, causing us to feel that our missionary 
work is beginning to bear fruit, which is 
both encouraging and gratifying.” 


The stirring address of Mrs. J. B. 
Davis followed. 


I bring you the greetings of the sturdy 
women of the mountains who, across the 
hills are working as earnestly, and as 
hopefully for our liberal faith as any in 
the land. 

Conditions in the Rocky Mountain sec- 
tion are as satisfactory as they can be 
under the circumstances. Without any 
stimulus afforded by a conference or other 
meeting of any kind during the past year 
and a half, our branches have kept up 
wonderfully well. We have in many ways 
different conditions to meet than have the 
eastern branches; the shifting population; 
the habit so many easterners have of drop- 
ping their church-going habits when they 
come west; and the struggle we all have 
more or less to make a living, —all simply 
the result of economic conditions. 

To begin with Montana, Butte reports 
a very encouraging outlook for the coming 
year, with much _ interest shown in our 
liberal faith. This is very gratifying, in 
view of the hard struggle they have been 
having on account of the mines and mills 
being closed. They report a very intoler- 
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ant attitude of the press, which prevents 
the printing of the minister’s sermons. 

Helena seems very quiet, and is occupied 
almost entirely in helping to pay the ex- 
penses of the church, their particular work 
being to furnish the music, 

Great Falls has always had a struggle, 
and I have been unable to get a reply to 
my letters. 

Ogden, Utah, one of the youngest 
branches, has lost a number of the best 
workers, but they have hopes of doing 
more effective work the coming year than 
ever before. 

From Salt Lake comes the complaint 
that “the Unitarian people, as a Church, 
lack enthusiasm. There is no great thing 
to work for. Religion should appeal to 
the heart as well as the mind. Unitarian- 
ism is too intellectual, or rather exclusively 
intellectual.” Nevertheless, they report the 
outlook for the coming year as brighter 
than ever, with their finances in a much 
better condition. Of course they have ever 
before them the problem of the Mormon 
Church. 

In Colorado we have some discouraging 
reports, and some most encouraging. Fort 
Collins has been without a regular minis- 
ter nearly a year, while it has also lost 
a number of the best supporting and most 
influential members through death and re- 
moval from the city. However, they have 
had occasional services, and the branch is 
still, as it has ever been, an inspiration 
for the rest of us. I have never known 
such devoted, efficient workers as are to 
be found in Fort Collins, nor braver, They 
are holding the organization together, and 
keeping up their payments to the American 
Unitarian Alliance. 

Greeley reports that with the new minis- 
ter, Mr. Kerr, “full of energy and new 
ideas,” the outlook is very promising. The 
plan is to sell the old church, which is in 
the business center, and build a new one 
farther out. They report that they never 
would have joined the Alliance had it not 
been for the visit of Miss Low. 

Colorado Springs and Pueblo come to- 
gether naturally, being under the care of 
one minister, and here conditions are not 
very encouraging. Of the two, I believe 
Pueblo has the better promise, if the work 
can be carried on at the two places, as it 
Is a growing manufacturing city, and the 
church and branch should increase with 
the growth 


: vth of the city, while Colorado 
Springs is little more than a summer re- 


sort, and it has always been a strugele to 
keep the church going. I would like to 
see the greater effort made to establish 
the church in Pueblo, for I believe the 
need of it is greater there than at Colorado 
Springs, especially now that the Univer- 


salists have started a church at the latter 
place. I should like to see the minister 
make his home in Pueblo, as I believe it 
would strengthen the work. 

This leaves only Denver to report. The 
branch is about as large as it has ever 
been, and while interest in the church does 
not seem to be as great as it has been, 
and a number of our best members have 
left, the interest in the Alliance branch is 
as great as ever. The summer meetings 
have been well attended, and have proved 
very interesting. The Alliance has re- 
decorated and refurnished the church par- 
lors, owes no bills, and has a goodly sum 
on hand. The Post Office Mission and 
Cheerful Letter committees are doing good 
work, and is about the only branch in the 
section carrying this work on in any large 
degree. 

Our Rocky Mountain Associate Alliance, 
from which so much was hoped at its 
formation, has not yet awakened from its 
sleep. It was to meet at such times as 
the Rocky Mountain Conference met, and 
as there has been no meeting of the Con- 
ference, there has been none of the As- 
sociate Alliance, but it is the hope of the 
director for Colorado and myself that this 
be changed, and that meetings will be held 
any time the board may consider wise. 

This is a general outline of the con- 
ditions prevailing in the Rocky Mountain 
section. The unanimous report is a lack 
of church membership, and I wish that 
we might devise some plan whereby this 
might be increased. With our livable gos- 
pel we should attract more members to 
our churches, and especially more men 
than we now have, for our belief is the 
one held, consciously or unconsciously, by 
hundreds of sane, hard-headed business 
men in the West. 

To me it appears that our gospel is too 
little known, and what it is supposed to 
be, too well known. In our mountain 
country, where we should have every rea- 
son to believe that prejudice has not yet 
lodged, we really find a very strong, and 
in many places a bitter prejudice against 
the Unitarians, and it comes from the pre- 
conceived ideas of what we believe, what 
we stand for. 

The born Unitarian does not, I believe, 
realize the mental suffering experienced by 
a naturally religious person who has 
thought himself out of the orthodox 
church, and finds there is no place for 
him. He is an outcast, one to be looked 
upon with suspicion, a person to be avoid- 
ed; and there is an increasing number of 
such persons, especially among business 
men. It appears to me that the liberal 
churches have one of the greatest of re- 
sponsibilities resting upon them in stand- 


—] i a ee le 


National Alliance 9 


ing ready to help these to a clearer under- 
standing of their duties and responsibilities 
to themselves, their God, and fellowmen. 
We are not concerned in saving these souls 
from a hell fire of brimstone, but we should 
be seriously concerned in saving them from 
the torment of an unsatisfied religious 
yearning, when they find themselves with- 
out the pale of the orthodox churches. 


The Post Office Mission is doing a won- 
derful work along these lines, but it ap- 
pears to me that we have commenced be- 
fore we have started. In the famous re- 
ceipt for making jugged hare the directions 
read “first catch your hare,” and so in our 
Post Office Mission work, it is first find 
your correspondent. How to do this is the 
problem which confronts my section, and 
this work does not often build up the 
church membership to any appreciable ex- 
tent. 

The Paragraph Pulpit appears to be a 
very effective way to “catch your hare,” 
but with us the cost is too great, and all 
of our churches are struggling to pay run- 
ning expenses, even Denver, the oldest and 
largest. If we had a larger membership 
we could do more, but without some sort of 
special effort I do not see how this is to 
be accomplished. The other churches have 
their revivals once or twice a year, to ad- 
vertise and attract new people, even the 
Catholic Church in Denver, last spring, 
becoming alarmed at the loss of member- 
ship, and the indifference shown, held a 
series of meetings in the auditorium for 
two weeks, simply answering questions.and 
explaining doctrines. Distances are so 
great and railroad charges so high that it 
is diffcult to visit our churches and 
branches; we miss the stimulation and en- 
couragement to be had from such inter- 
course, and are so laden down with the 
burden of finances that we have little time 
or energy for work along other lines. 

Now what can be done to awaken into 
new life the energy and enthusiasm of 
these people? 

I have thought long and earnestly over 
the matter, and I have wondered. The 
Alliance branches have gathered many 
thousands of dollars to assist in building 
churches in struggling places, and with 
few appeals before us, can we not take 
it upon ourselves to work for a stated 
sum for such publicity work as might be 
decided upon in order to fill the churches 
we have helped to build? 

Could we not do it upon a basis of so 
much given for a section for such a pur- 
pose, provided a like sum be raised by the 
section, with a possible request to the 
American Unitarian Alliance for a_cor- 
responding sum from their publicity fund? 


In this way I believe we could stimulate 
interest in our denominational work, and 
raise money enough to do much effective 
work along such missionary lines, or edu- 
cational, as you prefer, and make this a 
permanent work of our branches, not a 
haphazard, spasmodic one, for each year it 
would grow and increase in interest as has 
the Southern Circuit work. 

With the large membership in our 
branches we should also have some sort 
of a regular fund from which to pay the 
traveling expenses of some of our Na- 
tional officers in making regular, stated 
visits to all the branches. This should be 
easy of accomplishment, as a little from 
each branch, perhaps a per capita propor- 
tion, would soon grow to such size as 
would keep some of our officers or a spe- 
cial one, on the road visiting all sections, 
and would increase the interest and en- 
thusiasm. We grow discouraged and mor- 
bid when left too much to ourselves, and I 
am sure it would prove a paying invest- 
ment. 

These rmearks and suggestions are the 
results of the experience of the past nine 
years in the Rocky Mountain section, and 
offered in the hope and desire to make our 
liberal faith more fully understood, and 
more largely helpful to the struggling men 
and women who are looking to that higher 
and better day when the Brotherhood of 
Man is an accomplished fact. 


Miss Griffith of Los Angeles spoke 


of the twenty-four branches on the 


Pacific Coast, especially of the Society 
for Christian Work with two hundred 
and eighty members, and reported new 
branches formed at Woodland and at 
San Bernandino, and said: 


The financial situation is thought to be 
more promising on our coast than in the 
East; yet our first problem has been, and 
is, how to raise money to advance our 
work. 

Our women are not lacking in high 
ideals, in philanthropic motives, and zeal 
in civic betterment; but the pressing need 
of money for church building, repairs, and 
even current expenses, often crowd out the 
plans for engaging in wider fields of use- 
fulness. This need is largely met by sup- 
pers, bazaars, etc. It is easy to argue that 
it would be better to give the money out- 
right; but many women cannot give the 
money, while they can give time and skilled 
efforts, and are glad to do so. Besides, 
the social life of the church is quickened 
by the coming together of the members 
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in any kind of work, and, at present, these 
methods prevail. 

You of the closely-settled East can hard- 
ly realize to what extent we are handi- 
capped by distances. Los Angeles dele- 
gates to the Seattle Conference had to 
travel over a thousand miles each way, 
while those from San Diego had a hun- 
dred and twenty-five miles more to add to 
the distance. 

If we are far from our neighbors, what 
do you think our feelings must be con- 
cerning the officers of the National Alli- 
ance? To most of us they are but names. 
Six years ago, our president, Miss Low, 
came to visit us, and became a life-giving 
personality. But now we have many mem- 


bers who have never seen Miss Low, nor’ 


indeed any of the other officers of the 
East. If, each year, a representative of 
the National body could make a tour of the 
Pacific Coast branches, what a change it 
would work in creating a feeling of one- 
ness among us! If, under present con- 
ditions, you find a degree of loyalty in our 
branches, how much more you would find 
if we could come to know, personally, our 
National officers! Let me urge this upon 
your attention as a measure of vital im- 
portance. 


A communication from the chairman 
of the National Post Office Mission was 
read by Mrs. St. John and received 
close attention. Most hearty votes of 
thanks were passed for the hotel man- 
agement, the committee of arrange- 
ments, and the Alliance officers who 
have “done the work through so many 
years,” and it was the full sense of the 
meeting voiced by Mrs. Gilson that 
some officers of the Executive Board 
should visit the Rocky Mountains and 
Pacific Coast sections at an early date. 

Mrs, Delano had prepared an album 
for the autographs of all present, which 
was presented to Miss Low at the close 
of the meeting, and accepted with ap- 
preciative and appropriate words. 

Space will not allow the reprinting 
of the address made by Miss Low at 
the first session of the conference, but 
it has already appeared in full in The 
Christian Register, as well as a notice of 


the reception, which was a memorable 
feature of the conference. 


The Executive Board held its regular 
monthly meeting in Memorial Chapel, 
First Unitarian Church, Chicago, on 
October 1, with twenty present. ‘This 
was one of the best meetings ever held 
away from Boston, as each report was 
discussed and much information gained 
by every member. Many questions were 
asked concerning expenses, membership 
fees, Memorial, and other funds, and 
the appeals for Grace Chapel and the 
Divinity Schools were explained. ‘The 
report of the Post Office Mission, which 
was read at the public meeting, was 
fully and freely talked over, each sug- 
gestion being considered in relation to 
conditions in different branches in vari- 
ous sections of the country. The cor- 
responding secretary described the use- 
fulness of the Manual, and the Cheer- 
ful Letter report called out explanations 
of its purpose and work. Mrs. Atherton 
had an opportunity to make a plea for 
preserving the loyalty of college girls, 
and Mrs. Peterson told what had been 
accomplished and what might now be 
done in the Southern circuits. Mr. 
Gillilan having resigned and Mr. Key 
attempting to fill all the appointments, 
it was recommended that one-half the 
salary heretofore paid Mr. Gillilan 
should be added to the present salary 
of Mr. Key. The needs of the Study 
Class were presented and debated, and 
the committee was authorized to prepare 
a leaflet on Social Economics during the 
coming year. The clerk’s monthly re- 
port was read and the use and purpose 
of headquarters described. 

The board received a greeting from 
the Junior Alliance in Detroit, to which 
was given a cordial response. 

The resignation of Mrs. Whitney, 
director for Nebraska, was accepted 
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with regret; also the resignation of 
Mrs. Bellows from the Study Class 
committee. 

A rising vote of thanks was given 
for the courtesy extended the board in 
the use of Memorial Chapel for the 
meeting, which then adjourned for 
luncheon given by the branch. Every 
member agreed that the week had been 
a most fruitful one for the Alliance. 


The secretary of the branch at the 
First Church, Providence, R. I., is Mrs. 
Frederic Slocum. At Los Angeles, Cal., 
the president is Mrs. A. A. Lewis, and 
the secretary is Mrs. C. T. Dooner, 
1341 Ingraham Street. At Hood River, 
Ore., Mrs. Elenor Dobson is secretary. 
Miss Mary C. Cowles, 31 Atwater 
Avenue, is secretary of the branch in 


Derby, Conn. 


The Alliance has received a gift of 
$200 from the Church of the Unity at 
Beachmont, Mass., this being an appro- 
priation from the money received from 
the sale of the church and other prop- 


erty. 


Attention is called to ‘‘ An Open Let- 
ter to the Women’s Unitarian Alliance” 


in The Christian Register for October 
14, 1909. Lack of time prevented its 
presentation at the Chicago meeting. 


Appeals now presented : 


Allegheny, Pa....... 6 bie ema aca $500 
Richmanides Vai... oss 150s, 02 ole neces 400 
Bellingham, Wash.........-.--- 200 
Green Harbor, Mass.......... 400 
Meadville Students...........-. 250 
Pacific School for the Ministry... 250 


It will be seen from the addresses at 
the Alliance meeting that great insis- 
tance was placed upon the need of send- 
ing some national officer to visit 
branches on the Pacific Coast and in the 
Rocky Mountain section. The small 
amount in the central treasury serves 
for running expenses by careful plan- 
ning, but cannot possibly meet the ex- 
penses of the desired trip. Therefore 
all branches interested are asked to send 
a contribution for this purpose. If each 
Alliance member will give five cents, 
the visit would be assured. If branches 
not willing to ask for individual con- 
tributions will send an equivalent sum, 
the same end will be accomplished. 


Young People’s Religious Cnion 
of the Cnitarian Church 


Headquarters: Room 11, 25 Beacon Street, Boston 


Rey. HENRY H. SAUNDERSON, President 


Miss Gracw R. Torr, Secretary 


Board of Directors’ Monthly 
Meeting 


The third regular meeting of the Ex- 
ecutive Board of the National Young 
People’s Religious Union for 1909-1910 
was held in Room 11, 25 Beacon Street, 
Boston, Mass., on Tuesday afternoon, 
October 5, 1909, at half-past two 
o'clock. 

President Saunderson presided, and 
there were present: Miss Burrage, Miss 
Cline, Miss Faxon, Mr. Bates, Mr. 
Harwood, Mr. Lyon, Mr. McMurdie, 
Mr. Schumacher, Mr. Sturtevant, and 
the secretary. 

The minutes of the last meeting were 
read and approved. The treasurer 
made his statement of the month’s 
finances, which was accepted. 

The bills for the month were also ap- 
proved. The secretary reported five 
new lite members. 

An encouraging report with regard 
to the coming fair was given. 

A plan was presented by the presi- 
dent, whereby one of our ministers has 
agreed to visit the New Hampshire 
churches from time to time, perhaps 
visiting one group one week, another 
group some other week, and so on until 
all are visited. 

Voted, To appoint Rev. Henry G. Ives 
of Andover, N. H., for special Field Agent 
in the State of New Hampshire. 

The president also reported that the 
National Conference at Chicago was a 
success beyond expectations, five hun- 
dred accredited delegates having been 
present, with over one hundred minis- 
ters. Mr. Saunderson’s detailed, com- 
prehensive account of the 
proved intensely interesting, 


sessions 


Mr. O. ARTHUR McMouRpDIE, Treasurer 


Voted, That a hearty vote of thanks be 
extended to the three speakers at the Chi- 
cago Conference. 


Voted, That the Board instruct the treas- 
urer to pay the president’s traveling ex- 
penses. 


As there was no further business, 
Voted, To adjourn. 
Grace R. Torr, Secretary. 


South Middlesex Federation 


The meeting of the federation, held 
at Winchester, Sunday, October 10, was 
called to order at 4.15 o'clock, acting 
president, Rev. Harry Lutz, in the 
chair. Rev. F. H. Billington of Car- 
lisle conducted a short devotional serv- 
ice. 

The secretary’s report was read and 
approved. The treasurer’s report was 
read by the secretary in his absence and 
accepted. 

Then followed the report of the Nomi- 
nating Committee, that was accepted, 
the following officers being elected: 
President, Rev. Harry Lutz of Bil- 


lerica. 


Vice-President, Mr. Henry P. Curtiss 
of Newton. 


Secretary, Miss Josephine A. Bruorton 
of Bedford. 
Treasurer, Mr, Benjamin S. Stoney of 

East Lexington. 

The general meeting of the federa- 
tion in Massachusetts, suggested by the 
Boston Federation, was brought up, and 
voted that the delegates present should 
report the matter to their respective 


unions and notify the secretary of the 
South Middlesex Federation. 


Young People’s 


It was voted to elect some officer of 
the federation a life member yearly, 
and that a special contribution be taken 
for the purpose. 

Rev, E. J. Helms spoke of the Camp 
and Bag Industry which has been es- 
tablished during the summer; also con- 
cerning the Day Nursery. 

The roll call showed eighty-five dele- 
gates present. 

The subject of the afternoon, “ The 
New Generation of Unitarians,’ was 
taken up by Rev. Harry Lutz, whose re- 
port of the Young People’s Meeting at 
the National Conference, brought out 
the strong national aspect of the Young 
People’s Organization; Mr. O. Arthur 
McMurdie, the president of the Boston 
Federation, spoke strongly upon the part 
of the young men; Mr. Joseph A. Har- 
wood had a word of reprobation for the 
new generation who were renegades in 
their civic and public duties; while Mr. 
Frederic G. Melcher spoke on “ Civic 
Opportunity.” 

Luncheon was served by the Metcalf 
Union at the close; and at seven o’clock 
an impressive devotional service was 
conducted by Rev. William I. Lawrence 
in the church. Rev. Elmer S. Forbes, 
secretary of the Social Service Depart- 
ment, then preached a sermon from 
Matthew 4:17, “ Prepare, for the King- 
dom of Heaven is at hand.” 

JosEPHINE A. BRUORTON, Secretary. 


Pilgrim Federation 


The Pilgrim Federation meeting was 
held in West Bridgewater, Mass., on 
Thursday evening, September 23. Mr. 
Harold Lyon welcomed the federation 
after which followed a short service of 
prayer and song. 

The secretary’s report was read and 
approved; in the absence of the treas- 
urer his report was omitted. West 
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Bridgewater and Brockton reported the 
progress of their unions. Miss Ada 
Parker and Mr. Arnold reported for the 
committee in charge of the federation 
table at the fair. 

The Play Committee reported that no 
action has been taken as yet, but a play 
is being considered with probably the 
same performers as last year. 

It was voted that a committee of three 
be appointed to visit all unions in the 
federation, for the purpose of interest- 
ing those members who do not take an 
active part in the work at present. 

A social hour followed, and in order 
that members might become better ac- 
quainted, each one was tagged with his 
own name and the name of his town. 
Games and refreshments brought to a 
close one of the most delightful meet- 
ings of the year. 

Heven I. Kern, Secretary. 


The Union-at-Large 


The Union-at-Large has begun the 
work of its fourth year. In order that 
this work may be more far-reaching 
than ever before the committee earnestly 
requests that all ministers, and _ secre- 
taries of the Young People’s Religious 
Unions, send to the chairman as soon 
as possible the names of all young peo- 
ple who have lately left their homes for 
purposes of education or of business. 

If the Union-at-Large can this com- 
ing year be made as efficient in its or- 
ganization and methods as the commit- 
tee hopes and intends, it will be hard 
to over-estimate the importance of its 
work to the Unitarian church. For it 
occupies itself wholly with those who 
will themselves be the church in years 
to come; it influences them at a critical 
point in their lives, when they are feel- 
ing for the first time perhaps the pres- 
sure of a religious atmosphere very dif- 
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ferent from that of their church; and 
it helps them to understand their own 
beliefs. 

It is only through the interest and 
kindness of the ministers and the Young 
People’s Religious Union secretaries 
that the names of most of these young 
people can be obtained. 

The Union-at-Large is as yet too 
little known to make any other way 
practical. 

The committee is very grateful for 
the aid it has already received in this 
direction, and will appreciate heartily 
any further assistance, 

Names may be sent to the chairman, 
or to any other member of the commit- 
tee. 

MarcueEriTE FELtows, 
Chairman. 
Room 11, 25 Beacon Street, Boston. 


! 


Committee for the Year 1909-1910 


Miss Laura Darling 

Miss Thalia Marion 

Miss Mabelle Rice 

Miss Harriet Webber 
Mrs. Thomas Weston, Jr. 
Miss Mildred Wiggin 

Mr. Frederic G. Melcher 
Rey. Alson H. Robinson 


The Sixth Biennial Bazaar 


It is too early yet for any report of 
the recent fair, but next month’s issue 
will chronicle anything of especial inter- 
est. Miss Floyd desires to heartily 
thank all the committees, chairmen, and 
helpers on the tables for their splendid 
cooperation, for without their assistance 
the fair could not possibly have been a 
success, 


Life Members 


Since last reported in this column the 
number of Life Members has been in- 
creased from eighty-three to one hun- 
dred and four, fourteen of these (starred 
below) being the direct result of the 
Life Members’ Table at the fair, and 
should be credited to the work of its 
enterprising chairman; the other seven 
resulted from the Shoals meetings, the 
National Conference, etc. The addi- 


tions are as follows: 


84. Mr. Herbert C. Beck, Roslin- 


dale, Mass. 
85. Miss Carrie Lovett, West New- 

ton, Mass. 

* 86. Rey. Roger S. Forbes, Dorches- 
ter, Mass, 

* 87. Mrs. Frederic S. Clark, North 
Billerica, Mass. 

* 88. Miss Anna M. Bancroft, Hope- 
dale, Mass. 

*89. Mr. Walter P. Eaton, New 
York, N. Y. 

*90. Sunday-school of Church of Our 
Father, Newburgh, N. Y. 
(by gift of Mrs. Frederic D. 
Hitch.) 

*or. Mr. Frederic G. Melcher, New- 


ton Centre, Mass. 

92. Miss Sarah L. Curtis, Saco, Me. 

93. Mr. Edward C, Tolman, West 
Newton, Mass. 

94. Mrs. Austin C. Wellington, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

95. Miss Jennie G. Moseley, Dor- 
chester, Mass. 

96. Miss Myra Winkley 


*97. Rev. William I, Lawrence, Win- 
chester, Mass. 
* 98. Miss Lucy Lowell, Boston, 
ass. 
*o9. Mr. Henry D. Sharpe, Provi- 
dence, R. I. 


* 100. Miss Florence Everett, Dorches- 
ter, Mass. 
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* 101. Miss Ella Rutledge, Chestnut 
Hill, Mass. 

* 102. Mr. J. Nelson, Parker, Billerica, 
Mass. 

* 103. Mrs. John C. Cobb, Milton, 
Mass. 

* 104. Mr. Henry B. Little, Newbury- 
port, Mass. 


Union Notes 


Berkeley, Cal. “The Channing 
Club is the young people’s organization 
of the Unitarian church of Berkeley, Cal. 
It has been in existence for a year and 
a half, and at present has a member- 
ship of over one hundred. It was 
formed with the idea of bringing the 
young people of the church in closer 
touch with one another through their 
social, literary, musical, and charitable 
interests. At the regular Sunday even- 
ing meetings the club is addressed on 
some topic of general interest, either by 
a visitor or a member of the club. So- 
cial gatherings are held monthly. The 
girls of the club meet once a week and 
sew for some poor children of Berke- 
ley.” 

West Bridgewater, Mass. “The 
Young People’s Religious Union has been 
doing good work the past year, many 
of the younger helping in the church 
choir every Sunday and being present at 
all the meetings.” 


Ann Arbor, Mich. “Our Young 
People’s Religious Union membership is 
almost entirely made up of students. 
The constant change in membership 
and the interests of students make some 


*Result of Life Members’ Table at fair. 


‘has been one subject of interest. 


kinds of work more practical than 
others. ‘The social side is in some ways 
the most important. ‘There is another 
side of our work which we do not ne- 
glect. Our programs are filled by stu- 
dents or members of the faculty. This 
year many of our papers have been on 
social topics. ‘The place of the church 
Con- 
sidering that we are an ever changing 
student body with many interests, both 
here and at home, a membership of 
about forty-five is a reason for self- 
congratulation.” 


Hanska, Minn. “Our league is 
now over two years old and has an 
enrollment of some seventy-five mem- 
bers. It has raised nearly $250 with 
which to purchase a piano for the 
Parish House, which the friends of our 
church are building in the village. We 
meet about in the homes of members or 
friends, and the meetings are usually 
very well attended, sometimes reaching 
one hundred persons. At these meet- 
ings we sing hymns and songs, with 
other music, recitations, readings, etc. 
During the first year Werner’s ‘ Cour- 
age,’ and Rev. Charles F. Dole’s ‘The 
Religion of a Gentleman’ were read 
at these league meetings.’ 


Bellingham, Wash. “The Young 
People’s Society has completed its first 
year of weekly meetings and has been 
studying the history of Unitarianism. 
This society is composed of Normal 
School students and teachers of the pub- 
lic schools. The attendance is naturally 
small, but the year has been of real value 
to those attending.” 
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The Free Church 


The church that possesses the largest 
possibility of public serviceableness in 
America to-day is the church that is 
elastic in its doctrinal system, that 
founds its ministry, not on ecclesiastical 
traditions, but on sincere and Christian 
manhood, and that describes itself as a 
company of the disciples of Jesus Christ, 
united for the worship of God and the 
service Of man. 

It is a free church that breathes nat- 
urally in the atmosphere of a free state. 
To an unparalleled degree the men and 
women trained in the free churches 
have served the cause of education, 
philanthropy, and reform. The forms 
of faith and government practised 
by the liberal churches have proved their 
capacity to produce America’s chosen 
leaders in almost every walk of life. 

More and more these churches seek 
not to make ends of themselves, but to 
quicken the higher life of the community 
at large. They preserve Christianity 
from being narrowed by priestly or 
scholastic interpretations. They disarm 
certain natural prejudices against reli- 
gion by allying it with common sense, 
with the best ances of the heart, and 
the happy service of the brotherhood of 
man. 


Francis H. LINCOLN, Treasurer 
C. L. STEBBINS, Publication Agent 


On Getting into Line 


If you believe in this new kind of 
church, and it expresses the principles 
that you believe to be true, it is not fair 
for you to stand aside while others fight 
your battle. Besides, there is absolute 
need that all of us who thus believe in 
the liberal faith and free church should 
get together. That man most truly 
counts who is willing to line up and be 
counted. In no other way can he better 
further the interests of the cause of true 
religion. Hence this church has a chal- 
lenge for every liberal, and fronts him 
with a duty as well as a privilege. If 
you believe in freedom and the rational 
principle in religion, get into line, and do 
your share in their advancement. 


A Bond of Union 


The Bond of Union of the Church 
of the Unity, Cleveland, Ohio, reads as 
follows: 

“‘ We whose names are here subscribed 
associate ourselves together as a religious 
society for mutual helpfulness in right 
living and for the advancement of sound * 
morals and pure religion in the com- 
munity, and we hereby pledge ourselves 
to bear our part in the common cause 
and to care for the welfare and influence 
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about three hundred pages, neatly 
bound, and is sold for 75 cents, post- 
paid, at the Unitarian Book Room, 25 
Beacon Street, Boston, and other de- 
positaries. The work is extremely in- 
teresting as a presentation of the larger 
fellowship now slowly arising in Chris- 


tendom. Jews and Roman Catholics, 
Protestants, Unitarians, Universalists, 
Episcopalians, Friends, and _ Baptists 


were among the speakers and essayists, 
nineteen of these being laymen and lay- 
women of prominence. The _ topics 
treated are present-day problems of 
thought and the social order. 


; The third volume in the 
Publication 


Department series of paper-covered 
: books, “which is to be 
Martineau’s ‘Endeavors after the 


Christian Life,” will be ready Decem- 
ber 1. The first two were Savage's 
“Pillars of the Temple” and Slicer’s 
“Great Affirmations of Religion.” 
The issue of these well-known books, 
at the inexpensive price of 25 cents (32 
cents delivered), is meeting with strong 
commendation. 

The experiment of having books on 
sale at the churches or in the Parish 
Houses is now in full swing and bids 
fair, from early indications, to be gener- 
ally successful. The month of Decem- 
ber will largely determine the feasibility 
of keeping the books on sale and availa- 
ble throughout the year at the hands of 
a local representative. One hundred 
and twenty-five congregations, during 
the present month, will have this op- 
portunity of examining and purchasing 
Ametican Unitarian Association books, 
—and their worth as Christmas gifts 
is not to be overlooked. 

One of our Western (Iowa) minis- 
ters has just written (November 24) 
in part as follows: 

“The books arrived O. K. We have 
them displayed in the church. I called 
attention to them from the pulpit. 


Twenty-two (22) dollars worth have 
been purchased this week. . . . I 
shall promote the sale of the books all 
I can. Our people seem very glad of 
the opportunity to obtain these books. 
Your scheme is a fine one. I am fur- 
thering it as a missionary venture. 
Every Unitarian book sold strengthens 
the cause by disseminating our princi- 
ples.” 

Large success to his missionary enter- 
prise and zeal! 


The Unitarian Calendar 
is being well received by 
the churches for which 
it is published, and is evidently doing 
effective work in increasing the interest 
and attendance. One minister writes, 
“You will be interested to know that 
our people feel that the rapid increase 
in the attendance at our church is due, 
in some measure at least, to the circula- 
tion of the Calendar.’ ‘The number 
printed in November was 10,625. 

The department is codperating with 
Rey. Albert J. Coleman of Jacksonville, 
in the publication of the Paragraph Pul- 
pit for a three months’ term. ‘The suc- 
cess of the first venture on these lines, 
last year, has resulted in this further 
undertaking. In Cedar Rapids, during 
a revival conducted by Billy Sunday, 
the Paragraph Pulpit has been published 
in the local press, under the direction 
of Rev. Charles P. Wellman. 

Mr. Casson paid a visit last month 
to the Meadville Theological School, 
addressing the students on modern 
methods of church work, and presenting 
to them the wider opportunities for mis- 
sionary service. He found the mission- 
ary spirit among the students to be 
most excellent, promising much for the 
future extension of Unitarian work. 

An appeal has been published and 
circulated for the purchase and opera- 
tion of an automobile for open-air 
preaching next summer. Responses and 


Publicity 
Department 
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checks are already coming in, and it is 
confidently expected to raise the full 
$5,000 for which the appeal has been 
made. 

The six men engaging in open-air 
services this summer spoke in a wonder- 
fully interesting way at a special meet- 
ing held in the Second Church, Boston, 
in the interest of the open-air work. 
Their experiences were listened to with 
greatest attention and profit, and their 
enthusiasm was largely shared by those 
present. 

The special series of popular Sunday 
evening services being held in the Old 
South Meeting House by the secretary 
of the department are proving very suc- 
cessful. At the first meeting, on Novem- 
ber 7, the church was full, between 
seven hundred and eight hundred peo- 
ple being present, most of whom were 
men. A volunteer chorus of about sixty 
voices aided in the singing. The interest 
and enthusiasm of the meeting were eXx- 
pressed in the applause which greeted 
some of the statements made by the 
speaker. 

After speaking at the Middle States 
and Canada Conference in Buffalo, on 
November 11, Mr. Casson held two 
services in Hamilton, Ont., on Friday 
and Sunday nights. The press gave 
two-column reports of the first meeting, 
and on Sunday night the church was 
filled to the doors. 


Department On the first of November 
a pedat the series of People’s Meet- 

Service ings began, which the secre- 
tary of the department has been organiz- 
ing in Cambridge for the discussion of 
civic and social questions. A particu- 
larly interesting feature of these meet- 
ings, and one which makes them nota- 
ble, is the number and character of the 
groups which have been brought to- 
gether to carry them on. The Uni- 
tarian ministers of the city, representa- 
tives of the Central Labor Union and 


professors in Harvard University, are 
associated in a committee which has 
them in charge, and it is probable that 
members of other groups will be added 
to the committee to make it as generally 
representative as possible. “The purpose 
of the meetings is to give a platform for 
the free discussion of any question which 
concerns the public welfare. The local 
affairs of Cambridge, the great indus- 
trial interests, and the many social prob- 
lems of the time, all have a place on 
the program, and are treated from an 
ethical point of view. Another end 
which it is hoped and expected that the 
meetings will serve is the bringing to- 
gether of the different elements in the 
community, to make each other’s ac- 
quaintance, and to talk over, face to 
face, matters of common interest. The 
first step in social readjustment of any 
kind is that men shall come to under- 
stand each other’s purposes and aims, 
and shall learn to respect each other’s 
sincerity. We believe that the demo- 
cratic character of these assemblies and 
the discussions which have all the free- 
dom of a New England town meeting 
will do much to promote this better 
mutual understanding. 

The meetings are held on Sunday 
evenings, in the Parish House of the 
First Church, on Harvard Square. 
The secretary of the department acts as 
chairman. There is some music and an 
address on a subject announced and ad- 
vertised beforehand, after which the 
meeting is thrown open to the house for 
questions and debate. So far the meet- 
ings have been largely attended, and the 
success of the experiment seems assured. 
The program for December gives an idea 
of the range of subjects discussed: De- 
cember 5, ‘‘ What does it cost to govern 
Cambridge, and who pays the bills? = 
December 12, ‘‘ The Aspirations of 
Organized Labor.” December 19, 
“Working with the People.” Decem- 
ber 26, “The Gospel of International 
Peace.” 
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The following books have been added 
within the last month to the Social 
Service Loan Library: 


Social Organization. Cooley 
The Christian Ministry Macfarland 

and the Social Order and others 
Jesus Christ and the Social 

Question Peabody 
Jesus Christ and the Christian 

Character Peabody 
The Socialized Church 
Misery and its Causes Devine 
Government of American 

Cities Deming 
Practical Housing Netileford 
How to Help Connington 
State Insurance Lewis 
Pauperism and the Endowment 

of Old Age Booth 
Civics and Health Allen 


Department A special tour of Ameri- 
of Foreign can delegates and _ their 
Relations friends to the Fifth Inter- 


national Congress of Unitarian and 
other Religious Liberals, to be held 
next summer in Berlin, Germany, has 
been arranged through Messrs. Thomas 
Cook & Son. 

This special tour will be of fifty-two 
days’ duration, at a cost of $375, em- 
bracing England, Holland, Germany, 
France, and Belgium. 

The advantages of being a member of 
a personally conducted party are its en- 
tire freedom from care, annoyance, and 
responsibility, economy of time, and 
definite cost, which enables much more 
to be accomplished than by the indi- 
vidual traveler. 

The fare includes minimum first-class 
ocean passage out and home, second- 
class railroad fares, with first-class 
steamer accommodation in Europe, ac- 
commodation at first-class hotels, with 
meat breakfast, table d’hote lunch and 
dinner, transfers of passengers and bag- 
gage, drives and excursions as per Itin- 


erary, fees, except on Atlantic liners, 
and services of competent conductors 
from arrival at Liverpool to departure 
from Antwerp. 

The entire cabin accommodation of 
the steamship ‘‘ Winifredian” (or its 
sister ship, the “ Devonian”) has been 
reserved for this party. ‘This provides 
for one hundred and fifty members. As 
the number is likely to be exceeded, 
prompt application should be made. 

The Itinerary provides for sailing 
from Boston on July 13; receptions at 
Liverpool, Oxford, and London during 
the stay in England; visits to The 
Hague, Amsterdam, and Cologne on 
the way to Berlin; a week in Berlin at- 
tending the meetings of the Counsel and 
taking part in the excursions; a return 
journey by the way of Munich, Lucerne, 
and Paris, and sailing from Antwerp on 
August 25. 


A special tour is being arranged for 
Unitarian delegates who desire to at- 
tend the four hundredth anniversary of 
the Unitarian Church of Hungary. 
The route will be the same as the spe- 
cial tour, outlined above, as far as 
Munich, August 16. Thence to Hun- 
gary via Vienna, and return via Fiume, 
Venice, Florence, Milan, Lucerne, 
Paris, and Antwerp, returning to the 
United States by September 20. 

It is very important to remember that 
outward and return accommodation 
should be secured at once. Ministers 
and delegates are therefore urged to ad- 
vise us as soon as possible regarding 
their departure. Also advise date of re- 
turn, so that suitable provision can be 
made. A deposit of ten dollars is re- 
quired on registration, a second deposit 
of $15 being payable March 1, 1910, 
and final balance by June 15, 1910. 

Further information will be furnished 
by Rev. C. W. Wendte, D.D., general 


secretary, 25 Beacon Street, Boston. 


National Alliance of 


Unitarian and Other Liberal Christian Hlomen 
Headquarters: Room 10, 25 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass. 


Miss Emma C. Low, President 
153 State St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Mrs. Lucia CLapp NOYES, Treasurer 
Mattapan, Mass. 


Mrs. Emriy A. FIFIELD, Rec. Sec., 

4 Ashland St., Dorchester, Mass. 
Mrs. Ropert H. Davis, Cor. Sec., 

19 Kast 44th St., New York 


Miss FLORENCE EVERETT, Clerk. Office hours 9.30 A.M. to 4 P.M. 


The officers of the Alliance take this 
opportunity of saying ‘“‘ Merry Christ- 
mas” to the branches, and expressing 
their good-wishes for a prosperous sea- 
son. May every sale and fair be success- 
ful, and every branch grow in grace, in- 
crease in loyalty and multiply in num- 
bers. 


The. Executive Board held its 
monthly meeting on November 12, with 
twenty-five present, from New Hamp- 
shire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, New York, and New Jersey. 

The president, who had just returned 
from the Middle States Conference ia 
Buffalo, gave an account of the Alliance 
meeting held on the first day of the 
conference, and referred especially to 
the address by Rev. Elizabeth Padgham, 
on “The Spiritual side of Alliance 
work,” as being timely and helpful. 

The treasurer reported the name of 
Mrs, M. J. Parmenter, added to the In 
Memoriam list by her son, and that of 
Mrs. Sarah M. Wetherbee, placed by 
the Newton branch. Mrs. Sarah iis 
Horne, Dorchester, Mrs. Prescott Keyes, 
Concord, and Mrs. Mary C-Clark 
Winchendon, all of Massachusetts, have 
been made Life Members. 

The corresponding secretary related 
some pleasant experiences of recent visits 
to branches, and told of a most satisfac- 
ory day spent at Concord, N. H., where 
the director had gathered an unusually 
large neighborhood meeting. 

The Post Office Mission Committee 
is making great advances, and pushing 
ahead in many directions. In Decem- 
ber The Unitarian will contain a Sym- 
posium on the subject, which will doubt- 


less be of value for distribution. In 
the important report given at Chicago 
it was stated that “A careful study of 
branch reports, sent to the chairman, 
show a great inequality among Alliances 
in their estimation of the importance of 
the distribution of Unitarian literature.” 
Only one hundred and __ forty-two 
branches reported any form of distribu- 
tion. Those who have ever taken part in 
the work can surely testify to its im- 
portance and the need of its extension. 
The intense interest, always aroused by 
a live Post Office Mission, makes it 
most valuable to the branch undertak- 
ing it. The committee recommends 
maintaining with correspondents an as- 
sociate church membership, being quite 
sure that many who have received tracts 
and letters would like to be brought 
into connection with some church. The 
committee desires, also, to increase the 
number of sermons in the Post Office 
Mission Exchange, and it is hoped that 
many branches will print one or more 
sermons the coming winter. 

The Cheerful Letter Exchange is in 
need of more teachers, and has more 
calls for libraries than can be filled. 
Some letters of interest were received 
from places without the advantages of 
a library, and furnishing opportunity for 
good work for Cheerful Letter Com- 
mittees and Junior Alliances. 

The gift of $200 from the disbanded 
society at Beachmont, Mass., mentioned 
last month, was officially announced and 
received with grateful appreciation and 
hearty thanks. It was voted that $50 
should be taken to constitute two life 
memberships, the two members to be 
chosen for their especial interest in Al- 
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liance work and in the former Beach- 
mont branch, The remaining $150 will 
be set aside as a sort of emergency fund. 
The Committee on Appeals presented 
an appeal from Waverley, Mass., for 
help in building a much needed Parish 
House. ‘The church is centrally located, 
attractive and comfortable, but there is 
only one room for Sunday services, 
Sunday-school, Alliance and social meet- 
ings. “There is no good hall to be hired. 
Waverley is a village in the town of Bel- 
mont, seven miles from Boston, and a 
rapidly growing suburb. ‘The parish is 
small, but active and harmonious, with 
bright, interesting children growing up 
in the Sunday-school. The people have 
worked hard for three years to secure 
this addition to the church, and now 
ask for assistance. ‘The appeal for $600 
was recommended to the branches. 
The committee for the Southern cir- 
cuits reported unflagging interest in the 
Florida-Georgia circuit. Mr. Gibson 
has preached at Greensboro and Apa- 
lachicola. In North Carolina good con- 
gregations greet the ministers at every 
point on their rounds. Mr. Cowan has 
made arrangements to use vacant houses 
during the winter months instead of 
the brush shelters, and reports steady 
attendance. In the seacoast circuit Mr. 
Key has filled all appointments, and 
nds increasing interest at each place as 
well as at Middle Sound, Bolton, and 
Watha. At Shelter Neck the regular 
service and Sunday-school bring to- 
gether practically the whole neighbor- 
hood, and the Alliance Branch holds its 
monthly meeting with good attendance. 


Mrs. Emily C. Morton, 487 Rock 
Street, Fall River, was elected a director 
for Massachusetts to fill the unexpired 
term of the late Mrs. Clifford, 


A new branch has been formed at 
Grafton, Mass.; Miss Elizabeth S. 
Beane, 8 Oak Street, secretary. The 


church is a small one which has not had 
a settled minister for nine years, until 
Rev S. C. Beane came last May. The 
secretary writes that it is “‘one of the 
bravest, most industrious of parishes, en- 
tirely out of debt, with newly renovated 
social rooms and a fund for making over 
the church interior, which is growing 
each year. New organizations are start- 
ing, and much interest is shown in the 
Alliance.” 


The secretary of the branch at Mel- 
rose, Mass., is Mrs. Roger W. Kins- 
man, 16 Hillside Avenue. Miss Anna 
Chapin, 80 Benefit Street, is now secre- 
tary of the branch at the First Church, 
Providence, R. I., Mrs. Slocum, an- 
nounced in October, having left the 
city. The treasurer of the branch at 
the Second Unitarian Society, Brook- 
line, Mass., is Mrs. A. W. Bowker, 23 
‘Toxteth Street. 


The Unitarian headquarters in San 
Francisco have been removed to 376 
Sutter Street, which will be the address 
of Mrs. Presson, the director for that 
section of California, 


The meeting of the board was ad- 
dressed by Mrs. Frank L. Young, a 
delegate from the Unitarian Temper- 
ance Society, who urged more consider- 
ation of the temperance question upon 
the Alliance. The need of more active 
measures for the suppression of intem- 
perance was very forcibly stated, and the 
Alliance was called upon for endorse- 
ment and help. 

(The Alliance wishes to codperate 
with the Temperance Society as it does 
with the Sunday-school Society and the 
Young People’s Religious Union, each of 
them active agencies in the denomination. 
Individuals may belong to each or all of 
these societies and contribute to their 
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funds, but the Alliance has its own spe- 
cific line of work, and must confine it- 
self therein. Ed.) 

It was voted that Post Office Mission 
Committees be requested to promote the 
increased circulation of the pamphlets 
and tracts issued by the ‘Temperance 
Society. 


The New York League looks for- 
ward to a winter of great interest and 
progress. It has, for a general subject, 
“Open Questions,” and the following 
quotation is on the first page of the 
program: “The hunger for brother- 
hood is at the bottom of the unrest of 
the modern civilized world”; and 


“New times demand new measures and 


new men, 
The world advances and in time out- 
grows 
The laws that in our fathers’ days 
were best.” 


At the last meeting Mrs. James H. 
Morse related touching incidents of her 
life as a child in New York City. She 
told of the underground railroad, the 
housing of fugitives and anecdotes of 
the refugees, and graphically described 
the sacking of her father’s house during 
the Civil War. “What I have 
learned,” said the speaker, “is, not to 
be afraid of the questions of the day, 
not to be afraid to do and say what I 
have felt, and a feeling that I wanted to 
be with my city and country around us. 
I have always been grateful for the 
courage learned then.” 


The Milton, Mass., branch has sent 
a copy of its 1909-10 program to every 
other branch, and will be very grateful 
for programs in return. ‘‘ We may all 
receive helpful suggestions by such an 
exchange.”’ Send to the secretary, Mrs. 
J. Edward Brooks, Adams Street. 


‘The Pacific Coast churches seem to 
be actively progressing, and the Alliance 


branches wide awake. At Los Angeles 
a midweek meeting is held, ‘‘ for the in- 
formal discussion of religious problems 
and perplexities.” The Oakland Al- 
liance has inaugurated the third year of 
the present pastorate, by an Anniver- 
sary Banquet, especially notable “ for 
the hearty spirit of fellowship and cheer 
which characterized it.” Portland, 
Ore., had the honor of having President 
Taft in the congregation. “ The serv- 
ice was impressive throughout,” Dr. 
Eliot making the prayer. 


Harriet Martineau, sister of James 
Martineau, lived many years at the 
Knoll, Ambleside. She built a chapel, 
too, for Nonconformist services. “This 
building was afterwards leased to the 
Methodists, but has recently reverted to 
Miss Martineau’s heirs, and now a 
Unitarian minister, nephew of Miss 
Martineau, conducts Sunday services 
therein —the Rey. Philip Martineau 
Higginson. 


On November 14, Rev. James De 
Normandie, D.D., of the First Relig- 
ious Society, Roxbury, Mass., preached 
a sermon commemorating the two hun- 
dred and seventy-eighth anniversary of 
the landing of John Eliot, Apostle to 
the Indians. For nearly half a century 
Apostle Eliot was teacher and preacher 
in this church, commonly known as the 
Eliot Church, and his chair is a cher- 
ished possession. 


In urging the formation of Post Of- 
fice Mission Committees it is not ex- 
pected that all branches will follow the 
early method of the Post Office Mission 
and advertise for correspondents, but that 
every branch shall undertake some form 
of distribution of Unitarian literature. 
The report of the committee at the Oc- 
tober meeting said, ‘“ The appalling 
proofs of the ignorance in which thou- 
sands of people live concerning the ex- 
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istence of such a faith as ours, together 
with the reports of the welcome our 
publications receive from  correspon- 
dents, are so striking that we feel justi- 
fied in appealing to the board for an in- 
creased recognition of the importance of 
the distribution of Unitarian literature 
as a field of Alliance work.” 

All necessary information will be 
given by the chairman of the national 
committee, Mrs. Frederick JT. Lord, 
who may be found at 25 Beacon Street, 
Boston, on Monday mornings from 9 
till 10 o'clock. Letters concerning 
Post Office Mission and the distribution 
of Unitarian literature may be sent to 
the same address. 


Alliance branches which are inter- 
ested in church building will find a de- 
lightful study in English church archi- 
tecture. Where an agreement cannot 
be reached between Gothic and Colo- 
nial, deep and lofty, broad and low, the 
claims of a perfectly round church are 
worth considering. ‘There are four of 
these round churches in England, nota- 
ble, aside from their history, for their 
seating capacity and acoustic qualities. 
The famous Temple Church in London 
is the most familiar. There is also one 
at Cambridge and others at smaller 
places, Northampton and Little Maple- 
stead. 


Appeals for fairs almost invariably 
meet with a kindly and generous re- 
sponse, even the smallest and least pros- 
perous branches taking pride and pleas- 
ure in sending some little article to ex- 
press their good-will, or at least a note 
of cordiality. This exchange of gifts 
is an admirable plan and has done a 


vast amount of good, fostering as it does. 
the Alliance idea of fellowship. In 
sending articles for fairs, however, a 
reasonable amount of care should be 
used to send what is proper and fitting. 
It is a poor compliment to send to a fair 
a useless, worthless object, discarded 
from the home, even if it be of pristine 
freshness; but to send a soiled and bat- 
tered contribution, speaking plainly of 
many previous sales and much traveling, 
comes perilously near an affront. It is 
a regrettable fact that more than one 
such unfortunate gift has been sent out 
of late, and though politeness will not 
allow the recipients to express their feel- 
ings, such occurrences do not make for 
warm regard. These cases indicate 
thoughtlessness rather than any inten- 
tional discourtesy, and a word on the 
subject is sure to be sufficient. 


Appeals Amounts 
needed 
Allegheny*s'Pa92'.c a5: tence $395 
Richmond; Va = Pies. sien eee 260 
Bellingham, Washis ese. s oaecare 144 
Waverley, ~ Masso. <0 oe oo ee 600 
Green.-Harbor, Mass... 72. sas $317 
Meadville students....5 «15% ..n- 132 
Pacific School students........ 166 


The next meeting of the Executive 
Board will be held December 10, and 
reports will be expected from the South- 
ern and Rocky Mountain sections. 


The branch at South Brooklyn, N.Y., 
will hold a fair, December 14 to 18, 
and will gratefully receive articles, 
which may be sent to Mrs. H. S. Baker, 
324 55th Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Young People’s Religious Union 
of the Cnitarian Church 


Headquarters: Room 11, 25 Beacon Street, Boston 


Rey. Henry H. SAUNDERSON, President 


Miss Grace R. Torr, Secretary 


Board of Directors’ Monthly 
Meeting 


The fourth regular meeting of the 
Executive Board of the National Young 
People’s Religious Union for 1909-10 
was held in Room 11, 25 Beacon Street, 
Boston, Mass., on Tuesday afternoon, 
November 2, 1909, at half past two 
o’clock. 

President Saunderson presided, and 
there were present: Mr. Cameron, Mr. 
Harwood, Mr. McMurdie, Miss Bur- 
rage, Miss Cline, and the secretary. 

The reports of the secretary and the 
treasurer were read and approved, and 
the month’s bills were approved. 

As the full returns from the fair are 
not all in and a supplementary sale of 
the articles remaining is to be held later, 
the treasurer of the fair could make only 
a partial report; showing about $1,700 
clear to date. 

The number of Life Members has 
now reached one hundred and twenty- 
four, thirty-four having been gained 
since the last meeting, the direct result 
of the Life Members’ Table at the fair. 
In connection with the securing of Life 
Memberships, money has been contrib- 
uted in memory of persons who are de- 
ceased. ‘Therefore, it was 


Vorep: to create a Memorial Fund, the 
principal of which shall be safely invested 
and kept perpetually, the interest to be 
used for the general purposes of the union. 


Vorep: that the names of people in 
whose memory sums are donated, and the 
amounts contributed be carefully recorded ; 
and the names and amounts be presented 
in every annual report of the union. 


The president told the history of the 
Life Membership Fund; and now that 
so many additional names have been se- 


Mr. O. ARTHUR MCMoURDIE, Treasurer 
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cured, through the energy of Miss Edith 
Melvin, chairman of the Life Members’ 
Table at the fair, showing what special 
effort will accomplish, it was accord- 
ingly 

Vorep: to appoint Miss Melvin, chair- 
man of a Committee on Life Member- 
ships, the other members of which she 


shall choose, to continue indefinitely the 
securing of Life Members. 


Vorep: to instruct the Finance Commit- 
tee to investigate opportunities for the in- 
vestment of the Life Membership Fund, 
and to report at the next meeting of the 
Board of Directors, or at a special meet- 
ing, if desirable. 


Vorep: to instruct the treasurer to turn 
the interest of the Life Membership Fund 
into the general funds of the union. 

Some time was spent in the discus- 
sion of plans relating to the Field Work. 

Grace R. Torr, 


Secretary. 


South Worcester Federation 


The fall meeting of the South Mid- 
dlesex Federation was held with the 
Guild of 4 Kempis, at Hopedale, Mass., 
on Sunday, October 24, 1909. 

The afternoon session opened at 5.30, 
with Mr. Harry Newman, _ vice- 
president, in the chair. 

The resignation of Mr. Edwin L. 
Clarke of Worcester, as president of 
the federation, was read and accepted, 
Mr. Clarke being obliged to resign on 
account of having moved to Canon City, 
Col. 

At roll call the following societies 
were represented: Grafton, 5; Mendon, 
6; Upton, 15; Worcester, 5; Westboro, 
2; Uxbridge, 2; and Hopedale, 11. 
Five dollars was voted as a contribution 
to the Sixth Biennial Fair. 
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The paper of the afternoon was by 
Miss Angeline J. Smith of Hopedale, 
who took for her subject, “ Work of 
Unitarianism,” giving a fine idea of 
the amount and variety of work ac- 
complished at headquarters, and show- 
ing clearly the growth of Unitarianism. 

The evening session was at seven 
o'clock, the choir of the Hopedale 
Church assisting: then Rev. A. D. K. 
Shurtleff of East Boston gave a very 
interesting address on ‘‘ Making Re- 
ligion Practical.” 

The annual meeting in January will 
be held in Worcester with the South 
Memorial Church. 

May A. LEeLanp, 


Secretary. 


North Worcester Federation 


The autumn meeting of the North 
Worcester Federation of Young Peo- 
ple’s Religious Unions was held with 
the Bartol Guild, at Lancaster, Sunday 
afternoon and evening, November 14. 

The meeting opened with a brief 
praise service, followed by a very cor- 
dial address of welcome by Rev. Abbot 
Peterson. Mr. Orra L. Stone of Clin- 
ton responded for the federation. The 
general subject of the afternoon was 
“The Church and the Young People ”’; 
and the first address on ‘‘ What can the 
Church do for the Young People?” 
was given by Rev. P. H. Cressey of 
Groton. ‘“ What the Young People 
can do for the Church” was very ably 
presented by Rev. A. S. Garver of 
Worcester. Both addresses were very 
interesting, and called forth a discus- 
sion, participated in by Rev. JANeePar 
dee of Bolton and Rey. George Hale 
Reed of Belmont. 

The roll call showed an attendance 
of one hundred and four. The brief 
reports presented by members of the dif- 
ferent unions were, on the whole, of 
an encouraging nature. 


Religious Union 


At six o’clock lunch was served by 
the Lancaster Union, followed by a 
social hour. ‘The evening service was 
conducted by Rev. Mr. Peterson; the 
singing, led by the choir of the church; 
and the sermon was by Rey. George 
Hale Reed of Belmont, who gave a 
very eloquent and inspiring address, 
having as his subject, “Once for All.” 

‘The meeting was one of the most en- 
thusiastic held for several years. 

HeLten W. GreENWwoop, 
Secretary. 


Essex Federation 


The meeting of the Essex Federation 
was held in the Second Church, Salem, 
Mass., on Wednesday evening, Novem- 
ber 17. After refreshments had been 
served, Rev. William S. Nichols of 
North Andover conducted a devotional 
service, followed by a stirring address 
on “The Present Challenge,” by Rev. 
Harold G. Arnold of Bridgewater. 

A business meeting was next in order, 
resulting in the election of the following 
officers: president, Mr. Sidney Holden, 
Salem; vice-president, Mr. Richard 
Winchester, Beverly;  secretary-treas- 
urer, Miss Mercedes H. Torr, Peabody; 
directors, Miss Mary Whipple, Miss C. 
Louise Friend, Miss Edith Perkins, and 
Miss Mabel Peach. 

About eighty were present, with every 
union in the federation represented. 


Union-at- Large 


This committee continues its work 
faithfully from month to month, send- 
ing out Worp AND Work and a 
monthly tract. At the beginning of an- 
other year of work the addresses of 
many members were necessarily changed. 
To obtain these and to keep the card 
catalogue correct and up-to-date, mem- 
bership blanks were sent to all past 
members to ascertain if membership 
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were still desired. These blanks have 
been returned slowly, making the pres- 
ent number of members smaller than 
last year; but the list is still growing. 
The committee is all the time striving 
to secure new names, and expects both 
the ministers and young people’s so- 
cieties to assist in this work. 


Sixth Biennial Bazaar 


The fair took place as scheduled ; and 
the whole affair was both a social and 
a financial success. We cannot yet give 
the exact sum cleared as more money is 
continually coming, so that the sum is 
constantly increasing. The total to date 
is a little over $1,700. We hope that 
when the after-sale has taken place, and 
the total receipts are all handed in, that 
the $2,000 mark will be reached. 


An After-Sale 


An after-sale of articles remaining 
from the fair will be held in Room 3, 
of the Unitarian Building, Boston, on 
Saturday, December 4, from 1 to 5 
o’clock. Home-made candy will also be 
for sale. Here is an opportunity for 
those unable to attend the fair at Hotel 
Vendome to keep this date in mind, and 
give us their patronage that afternoon, 


Life Members 


Our Life Membership list now num- 
bers one hundred and_ thirty-five. All 
these whose names are affixed below are 
the result of the Life Members’ ‘Table 
at the fair, a total of forty-five being 
credited to that table alone. 

Miss Edith Melvin of Concord, 
Mass., has been made chairman of a 
permanent committee to care for this 
work, and hereafter will receive contri- 
butions to this end. 

Those having joined since last re- 
ported are: 
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105. Mrs. F. E. Snow, Boston, Mass. 

106. Mr. Frank H. Wilbur, Charles- 
town, N. H. 

107. Mr. Prescott Keyes, Concord, 
Mass. 

108. Mr. Horace S. Sears, Weston, 
Mass, 

109. Rev. Henry H. Saunderson, Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

110. Rev. Henry G. Ives, Andover, 
N&H: 

111. Miss Helen L. Wells, Newton, 
Mass. 

112. Mrs. Frank C. Childs, Lexington, 
Mass. 

113. Mrs. Frederick D. Stackpole, Lin- 
coln, Mass. 

114. Rey. John H. Applebee, Attleboro, 
Mass. 

115. Miss Elizabeth Hurd, Boston, 
Mass. 

116. Miss Mallie J. Floyd, Dorches- 
ter, Mass. 

117. Mrs. George Lovett, West New- 
ton, Mass. 

118. Mr. Arthur Lovett, West New- 
ton, Mass. 

119. Miss Louise W. Lovett, West 
Newton, Mass. 

120. Mr. Edward K. Stevens, New- 
port, R. 1. 

121. Mr. Philip P. Sharples, Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

122. Miss Florence Belding, Fitchburg, 


123. 
124. 
125. 
126. 
7, 
128. 


129. 


130. 


Mass. 
Rev. Harry Lutz, Billerica, Mass. 
Mrs. G. A. Furness, Salem, Mass. 
Mrs. J. M. Emmerton, Salem, 
Mass. 
Mr. William H. Swasey, New- 
buryport, Mass. 


Miss Mary S. Ames, Boston, 
Mass. 
Mr. John Whiting Webber, 


Brighton, Mass. 

Mrs. Walter P. Winsor, Fair- 
haven, Mass. 

Miss Elizabeth W. Silsbee, Salem, 
Mass. 
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131. Mr. Laban Pratt, Dorchester, 
Mass. 
132. Mr. S. Herbert Howe, Marl- 


borough, Mass. 
133. Mrs. S. Herbert Howe, Marl- 
borough, Mass. 
Mr. Thornton K, Lothrop, Bos- 


134. 
ton, Mass. 

135. Miss Sarah C. Paine, Boston, 
Mass. 


Memorial Fund 


In connection with the Life Mem- 
bers’ Table at the recent fair, several 
people contributed small sums in mem- 
ory of a deceased friend or minister; 
and as this money does not properly be- 
long in the Life Membership Fund, a 
Memorial Fund was created. 

By vote of the Executive Board the 
principal is to be kept intact, and the 
interest to be used for the general pur- 
poses of the union. Three funds now 
exist in memory of the following: 


Rev. Carlton A. Staples of Lex- 


inpton, (lassi. eect ne $15.00 
Miss Rebecca D. Homer of Bos- 


ton, Viase eer Coe ee 7.00 
Rev. Henry Wescott of Lexing- 

ton, ase Se ree ee 10.00 

‘Total 4... se ee eee $32.00 


The sum so far is small, but it is 
hoped that it will grow continually and 
in time assume much larger figures. 
Contributions of one dollar and up- 
wards will be received in memory of 


any one of the above, or as a memorial 
offering for any other friend. ‘The 
names of the people in whose memory 
sums are donated and the amounts will 
be carefully recorded and presented in 
our annual reports. 


Field Secretary 


The delegates at the annual meeting 
last May voted, on recommendation of 
the Policy Committee, to establish a 
field secretary the ensuing year, in co- 
operation with the American Unitarian 
Association. This purpose is now ac- 
complished. The new officer is to be 
known as the secretary of education, 
working for the combined interests of 
the national union and the association. 
Rev. Henry W. Foote of Ann Arbor, 
Mich., has already accepted this office, 
and will begin his work December 1. 
This is, of course, a great step in our 
progress. 


Union Federation Meeting 


On Saturday, December 11, a union 
meeting of the various federations in 
Massachusetts will be held in the First 
Church, Boston, under the direction of 
the Boston Federation. This will take 
the form of an indoor picnic; the after- 
noon will be one of social intercourse, 
while the evening’s program will include 
reports, discussion, and an address. Fur- 
ther notice of this will appear in the 
Christian Register. 


Joshua James: 
Life-Saver 


By SUMNER I. KIMBALL 


General Superintendent of the U.S. Life- 
Saving Service. 
60 cents net; by mail, 66 cents. 


Vol. VI., “True American Types” Series. 


The true story of a typical life-saver of 
7 the New England Coast, and one of the 
best-known life-savers in the world,—an 
example of the quiet heroism and patient 
self-sacrifice of the men of the Service. 


Whose Son Is Christ? 
By FRIEDRICH DELITZSCH 


80 cents net; by mail, 87 cents. 


The author of “Babel and Bible” has 
¢ written a volume of supreme religious in- 
| terest, because he here applies the method 
of historical investigation employed so suc- 
E cessfully in “Babel and Bible” to a more 
2 general treatment of some of the chief prob- 
B lems and difficulties which are raised by 
S modern criticism of the New Testament. | 


: Church Councils 
and their Decrees 


By AMBROSE N. BLATCHFORD 
80 cents net; by mail, 87 cents. 


HE Decisions of the great Councils of the 
| Christian Church from the Council of Jeru- 
g salem, A-D. 45, to the Vatican Council, 
H ap. 1869. These chapters, arranged in 
; chronological order, enable the reader to 
E trace the development of Christian dogmas 
H and doctrines from the Church’s beginnings 
1 down to the present time. 


PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT 


AMERICAN UNITARIAN ASSOCIATION, 


25 BEACON STREET, BOSTON. 


The Religion of a 


Sensible American | 


By DAVID STARR JORDAN 


President of Leland Stanford, Jr. 
University. 


80 cents net; by mail, 88 cents. 


A militant religion of character, action, 
good will, and personal influence, embody- : 
ing a sane, undogmatic, working philosophy § 
of life, as exemplified by aleader and teacher § 
of youth in a great Western University. 


The Transfiguration | 
of Life | 
By JAMES FREEMAN CLARKE : 


$1.00 net; by mail, $1.10. 


Most of these discourses, none of which # 
has previously been published in book form, ‘ 
belong to the last few years of the author’s E 
life,— years filled with such abounding faith, § 
hope, and love that they were a period of : 
transfiguration rather than decay, and has § 
suggested the name of the volume. H 


The Jewish Religion 
in the Time of Jesus | 


By G. HOLLMANN 
$1.00 net; by mail, $1.09. 


A subject of wide significance; for every 
one who wishes to understand Jesusor Paul, § 
or early Christianity in general, must under- 
stand the religion of the Jews at the time of 
Jesus’ public work. The present volume, § 
by one of the great German theologians, is 
meant to furnish the lay reader with anin- § 
troductory guide. 
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Hmerican Unitarian Association 


Headquarters: 


Rey. Samurt A. Eriot, D.D., President 
Rey. Lewis G. Wiison, Secretary 


A Present Duty _ 


What answer are the Unitarians of 
America to make to the needs of their 
cause in the new year? Is the mes- 
sage of truth and freedom and unity 
which it is the privilege of Unitarians 
to affirm to find any more adequate 
utterance? Are the institutions 
through whose word and work this 
message is uttered to find any larger 
encouragement and support? 

The Association is not a great en- 
dowed body. It is simply the agent 
of the churches in carrying forward 
the larger cause which all the 
churches represent, and in extending 
the influence of the principles of 
truth and conduct which Unitarians 
cherish. All its field work is de- 
pendent upon the repeated and in- 
creasing generosity of Unitarians, 
and to the zeal and devotion of 
ministers and people the directors of 


the Association must look to enable 


them to meet the thronging oppor- 
tunities of service which constantly 
demand attention and action. To 
the directors come the demands for 
the printing of new books and tracts 
and for the establishment of new 


25 Beacon Street, Boston 


FRANCIS H. LIncoLn, Treasurer 
C. L. Srepsins, Publication Agent 


churches and the maintenance of old 
ones. Hither come the ministers 
who are bravely struggling to main- 
tain themselves and their families on 
inadequateincomes. Hither come the 
scholars with the product of their toil, 
and men and women with well-devised 
plans for extending the influence of 
our principles. How long must it be 
necessary for the directors of the Asso- 
ciation to answer the enthusiasm of 
such volunteers and the appeals for 
sympathy and help with the words of 
discouragement or denial which the 
poverty of the Association so often 
necessitates ? 

The encouragement of liberal 
principles, the diffusion of liberal 
thought and the planting of Unitarian 
churches all await the increasing 
generosity of Unitarian people. To 
meet the just demands upon it, the 
Association needs, and can wisely and 
effectively use, a much larger income 
than it has ever received. If only 
the men and women who own the 
rich inheritance of a rational and 
spiritual faith will give to the national 
work in proportion to their means, 
our duty will be done and our oppor- 
tunity met. May not the directors 
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hope that the prompt energy and 
hearty cooperation of the ministers 
and people of our churches in raising 
the missionary contributions will, in 
the four months remaining in the 
fiscal year, lift the work of the Asso- 
ciation into larger efficiency and in- 
creasing power of blessing ? 


Rev. E. R. Shippen has 
resigned at Lancaster, 
Pa., to accept a call to 
Detroit, Mich. Rev. 
E. J. Prescott has resigned at Rock- 
land, Mass., to accept a call to the 
new Society at Sanford, Maine. Rev. 
H. A. MacDonald has resigned at 
Hast Lexington, Mass., to accept a 
call to Hood River, Oregon. Rev. 
Richmond Fisk has resigned the 
charge of the Universalist Society at 
Ogdensburg, N. Y., and will take 
charge of the Unitarian Society at 
Ayer, Mass. Rev. D. R. Freeman 
has accepted a call to the church at 
Braintree, Mass. Rev. A. W. Birks 
has resigned at Derby, Conn., to ac- 
cept a call to Natick, Mass. Rev. 
G. Ll. Thompson has accepted a call 
to Laconia, N.H. Rev. W.H. Fish 
has resigned at Meadville, Pa. Rev. 
G. W. H. Troop, formerly of the 
Episcopal Church, has accepted a 
call to Ottawa, Can. Rev. Horace 
Westwood has accepted a call to 
Youngstown, Ohio. Rev. W. H. 
Ramsay has resigned at Louisville, 
Ky., and will accept a call to 
Wellesley Hills, Mass. 


Ministerial 
Personals 


Rev. Henry W. Foote, 
the newly appointed 
Secretary of the Depart- 
ment of Education, is to 
retain his residence at Ann Arbor 
and the charge of the work there 


Department 
of Education 


during the coming winter. He has 
made his first journey of observation 
and counsel, visiting Urbana, IIl1., 
the seat of the University of Illinois ; 
Ithaca, N. Y., the seat of Cornell 
University ; the Meadville Theologi- 
cal School, the Hackley School at 
Tarrytown, N. Y., and the Harvard 
Divinity School. While in Boston he 
conferred with the Committee on Edu- 
cation of the Board of Directors and 
also with the Directors of the Young 
People’s Religious Union, and he 
preached and conducted morning 
prayers at Appleton Chapel, Cam- 
bridge. In February Mr. Foote pro- 
poses to make a western journey 
which will take him into the Missouri 
Valley and the Red River Valley, 
where he will help in the work of the 
churches now existing at the different 
State Universities and visit other 
University towns where we are not 
now represented. In March Mr. 
Foote will probably go south, visiting 
the southern schools and attending 
the Convention of the Religious Edu- 
cation Association at Nashville. 


The Treasurer of the 
Association reports that 
the income of the Asso- 
ciation for the first seven 
months shows a modest but healthy 
increase. Individual givers are as 
generous as in previous years and the 
record of the churches is encouraging. 
Forty-two Societies appear to have 
completed their contributions. Of 
these 18 give more than they gave 
last year, 11 give less, 10 give the 
same, and 3 are new givers. Some 
of those who have given less promise 
that later they will at least bring up 
their contributions to the level of last 
year. The largest giver thus far is 


Contributions 


American Unitarian Association a 


the Church of the Unity in Spring- 
field, which maintains its noble 
contribution of last year—$1000. 

It is impossible to mention all the 
notable gains or all the instances of 
generous giving. What a cheering 
record is that of the church in 
Petersham, Mass. Ten years ago 
that Society could give but $19.00 for 
the national work. Steadily the gift 
has increased until this year it reaches 
the sum of $137.00, and meanwhile 
this Society has lost its Meeting 
House by fire and has been at the 
expense of rebuilding. The new 
church is just about ready for dedica- 
tion. What an encouraging record 
is that of the church in Plainfield, 
N. J. Ten years ago that church 
could give but $22.00 for the national 
work and now it has passed the $100 
mark. The old First Parishes in 
Hingham and Wayland this year sur- 
pass all former records. Ten years 
ago Hingham gave $278.00 and again 
by almost regular increases it has 
gone up, last year to $697.00 and this 
year to $730.00. Wayland increases 
its contribution from $61.00 last year 
to $91.00 this year. It is good to 
see the newest societies beginning on 
thesame progress. The little church 
in Franklin, Pa., in its second year 
doubles its gift. Among the strong 
and regular givers that make gains 
this year are the Second Church in 
Salem, the Hopedale Parish, and the 
church in Clinton, Mass., while the 
church in St. Paul, Minn., which 
passed the $100 mark three years 
ago, now gets by the $150 mark. 
All these signs are promising, but 
the Directors want to see more of 
them. Thescale of the giving steadily 
improves among the churches inter- 
ested in the national work. What is 
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needed is that every church should 
be heartily interested and that all 
together should do as well for the 
cause in proportion to their means as 
the churches in Springfield and St. 
Paul. 


A most interesting re- 
port of recent missionary 
journeys accomplished 
by Rev. Frank Wright 
Pratt, the Field Secretary for the 
Northwestern Provinces, has been 
received at Headquarters. Mr. Pratt 
visited the cities and towns of Bran- 
don, Regina, Saskatoon, Prince 
Albert and other places. In each 
place a service with address was 
given and much interest shown. 
After the address questions were in 
order and in some cases the meetings 
were continued far into the night. 
In this great region where people 
have arrived from all parts of the 
world there is a genuine demand for 
a church which will represent the 
latest and most practical views of life. 
Mr. Pratt writes: ‘‘ The work is one 
of intense interest and any one who 
doubts the worth and polity of our 
message ought to get out into the 
open and talk to men face to face. It 
gives one an enthusiasm nothing else 
can. My audiences are practically 
all men—never more than a tenth 
women. I only wish I could be in 
several places at once. At this mo- 
ment I wish I might be in Calgary, 
Vancouver, Victoria, Edmonton, 
Lethbridge, Saskatoon, besides being 
on the road all the time.”’ 

In this connection, too, the excel- 
lent work of the Rev. Rognvaldur 
Petursson, who is working among the 
Icelanders, is most interesting. Mr. 
Petursson is the agent of the Associa- 


Missionary 
Journeys 
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tion and sends monthly reports of his 
visits and services among his own 
people. Groups of Icelanders have 
been gathered at Foam Lake, Sas- 
katchewan; Arnes, Mary Hill, Otto, 
Huansa and Winnipeg, forming 


the ‘‘Icelandic Unitarian Confer- 
ence.’’ A considerable portion of 
Mr. Petursson’s time is spent in 


house-to-house visitation, explaining 
the nature of his work, discussing 
religious questions, and rendering 
such ministerial services as may be 
desired. He writes: ‘‘ People are 
much freer to express themselves 
when met in their own houses than 
ata public gathering. They will ask 
questions there that they would never 
think of putting ina meeting. And 
at home they are not half so timid. 
After all, a Unitarian missionary is a 
mere man and not a monster when 
met and discoursed with under the 
family thatch.’? ‘The Icelandic Uni- 
tarian Conference also publishes a 
paper in the Icelandic language. 
The present minister of the Icelandic 
church in Winnipeg, Rev. Gudmundur 
Arnason, is the editor, and a regu- 
larly appointed board of managers 
supervise the work. 

Rev. Karl M. Wilbur, Field Secre- 
tary of the Pacific Department, re- 
ports favorable conditions all along 
the coast. He has planned an itine- 
rary for the Secretary of the American 
Unitarian Association which will 
begin at San Bernardino on February 
27th and end at Bellingham, Wash., 
about three weeks later. Mr. Wilson 
will attend the meeting of the Pacific 
Conference at Los Angeles on March 
ist and 2nd, where he will be joined 
by several prominent Unitarians of 
California and Mrs. Robert Davis of 
New York, who is to make a long 


journey to the Pacific Coast and 
Rocky Mountain district as the repre- 
sentative of the National Alliance. 
It is probable that a series of platform 
meetings will be arranged among 
many of the Pacific churches. Mr. 
Wilson will give special attention to 
the churches assisted by the Ameri- 
can Unitarian Association. 


The Rev. William S. Key, who is 
doing circuit work in North Carolina, 
reports many activities during the 
month past. During his Thanksgiv- 
ing vacation he made a jaunt of four 
hundred and ninety-three miles, one 
hundred and twenty-four of them 
being on foot, conducting many meet- 
ings during that time and ministering 
to the wants of the people. Mr. Key’s 
work is of a varied nature, not only 
does he represent the Unitarian gospel 
holding meetings in churches, school- 
houses and private residences, but 
his instructions, giving the people 
better ideas about using the natural 
resources of the country, are most 
valuable. Owing to an unprecedented 
drought the supply of water through- 
out the region was almost exhausted 
and Mr. Key in many instances as- 
sisted in the deepening of wells and 
the general relief of the people. 


The churches at Waterbury, Conn., 
and Denver, Col., have formally ap- 
plied for fellowship in the Unitarian 
body, the former to be known as All 
Souls’ Universalist-Unitarian Church 
of Waterbury, and the latter the 
Bethany Baptist Church (Unitarian) 
of Denver. A new organization is 
reported from Phoenix, Ari., under 
the leadership of Mrs. L. M. Cady, 
whose enthusiastic pioneer work de- 
serves highest praise. A new Uni- 
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tarian church of large promise has 
been organized at Sanford, Me. 


The number of churches 
taking the Unitarian 
Calendar continues to 
increase. Owing to the 
immense amount of detail connected 
with the enterprise, several editions 
have been somewhat delayed in reach- 
ing subscribers, but arrangements 
have been made for earlier delivery. 

Rev. B. A. Hills reports encourag- 
ing results from the publication of the 
Paragraph Pulpit in Traverse City, 
Mich. ‘‘ Many people have gotten 
into the habit of looking for the 
sermons. I have heard from villages 
outside.’’ 

As the result of special advertising, 
many hundreds of requests for Dr. 
Eliot’s address on ‘‘ The Religion of 
the Future’’ have been received from 
all parts of the country. Some of 
the requests have come from Turkey, 
Sweden, Porto Rico, Mexico and the 
Philippines, indicating the widespread 
interest in liberal religion. 

The special series of popular Uni- 
tarian services held by the secretary 
of the department in the Old South 
Meeting-house, Boston, was in every 
way a success. Audiences of from 
700 to 800 gathered in the historic 
building, and showed the utmost 
interest and appreciation of the mes- 
sage delivered. Many times this 
interest manifested itself in hearty 
applause. At the close of the last 
two addresses, an opportunity was 
given for questions, and the half hour 
was taken fullest advantage of by the 
audience. ‘The series amply indi- 
cates the greatness of the Unitarian 
opportunity today. 

Mr. Casson has been kept busy 


Publicity 
Department 


meeting his speaking engagements. 
In December he spoke in Lowell, 
Springfield, First Church, Boston, 
(Alliance), Somerville, Needham, 
Brookline, South Congregational, 
Boston, (Alliance), Waltham, Haver- 
hill, (First Universalist Church), and 
twice in the Old South Meeting- 
house. He has already made engage- 
ments to speak in January in Somer- 
ville, Worcester (twice), North 
Easton, Springfield, Norton, Belmont, 
Cohasset, Northampton, Springfield, 
Needham, Melrose, and New York. 

In response to many requests, the 
secretary of the department will soon 
prepare a new booklet, similar to the 
‘¢Church of the Modern Spirit,’’ but 
dealing with the special task assigned 
the Unitarian church at this time of 
transition and re-creation. 

The secretary of the department 
and the president of the Association 
have planned a series of Missionary 
Conferences and Rallies at various 
centers. Round-table conferences of 
the ministers and lay workers are 
conducted in the afternoon, and in 
the evening a rousing rally is held. 
Representatives from all the nearby 
Unitarian churches areinvited. The 
first was held in Lowell and proved 
very successful, and others have 
been arranged for Springfield and 
Worcester. Arrangements are being 
made for similar meetings in Fitch- 
burg and Brockton. ‘These meetings 
promise much for the development of 
the missionary spirit of our churches. 
Just as soon as we can secure the 
business sense and energy of our 
laymen in the conduct of our church 
enterprises, using modern methods 
in the conduct and advancement of 
our cause, we shall be on the high 
road to fullest success. 
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Within the last month 


Department the Secretary has ad- 
of Socialand dressed Alliances at 
Public Ser- 


Beverly and lLeomin- 
ter, on the subject of 
woman’s special interest in social 
welfare. He spoke at a meeting of 
the Congregational Union in the 
First Church, Jamaica Plain, and has 
lectured on the Housing Problem 
before the Tuckerman School, and 
the Men’s Clubs in West Somerville, 
Needham and Lowell. ‘This lecture, 
which is illustrated by the stereop- 
ticon, points out the evils of the 
tenement house and its menace to 
the community, and speaks of the 
efforts which are being made at home 
and abroad to clean up and abolish 
the slum. Bad housing is a matter 
of vital concern, and Mr. Forbes will 
be glad to lecture upon it before any 
groups of people who are interested 
in the subject. On Sunday evenings 
he has continued to act as chairman 
of the People’s Meetings which are 
being held in the First Church in 
Cambridge. These meetings are 
bringing together a very representa- 
tive body of people, and the ad- 
dresses and discussions are attracting 
attention throughout the city. They 
will continue until the first of April. 

Since the last issue of WoRD AND 
WorK a committee has been formed 
to direct the Italian work of the 
Association, and plans are under 
consideration which will greatly ex- 
tend its usefulness. 


vice 


There was held on the 


Department 9th day of December, in 
of Comity the city of New York, 
and Fellow- an important meeting of 
ship 


the Executive Commit- 
tee of the National Federation of 


Religious Liberals. While the at- 
tendance was not large, seven differ- 
ent denominations were present or 
represented by letter. President 
Henry W. Wilbur occupied the 
chair. The Secretary Rev. Charles 
W. Wendte, reported that the total 
membership enrollment in the late 
Congress at Philadelphia had been 
one thousand and ten, and that the 
financial receipts of the same were 
$1,464, including a gift of $300 from 
the American Unitarian Association 
for the preliminary expenses of or- 
ganizing the Federation. He fur- 
ther stated that the report of the 
Philadelphia Congress had been 
issued under the title ‘‘ The Unity of 
the Spirit.’’ It formed an attractive 
volume of three hundred pages, of 
which fifteen hundred copies had 
been printed. A thousand of these 
were sent to the members of the Con- 
gress and the speakers who addressed 
them, and there remained on hand 
some five hundred bound copies 
which were offered for sale at sey- 
enty-five cents each, postage included. 
It was moved by Rev. George H. 
Ferris, D.D., pastor of the First Bap- 
tist Church in Philadelphia, that the 
next Congress of the Association be 
held in the early spring of 1911, and 
Rev. Frank O. Hall, pastor of the 
Church of the Divine Paternity (Uni- 
versalist) in New York City, offered 
the hospitalities of his church for 
that purpose, which were cordially 
accepted. On motion of Rev. 
Charles EK. St. John, of Philadelphia, 
it was also moved that there be held 
on May 10, 1910, a one-day session 
of the Federation, probably in Phila- 
delphia, to commemorate the one 
hundredth anniversary of Theodore 
Parker’s birth and the fiftieth of his 
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death. The programs for both of 
these meetings were left to the Presi- 
dent and the Secretary of the Asso- 
ciation, with the request that when 
formulated they be sent to the mem- 
bers of the Executive Committee for 
their approval. Various questions 
concerning the future usefulness of 
the Federation were discussed, among 
others a proposal to merge with other 
liberal associations. It was finally 
decided not to change either the 
present title or form of organization 
of the Federation, but to continue its 
work under the auspices already 
existing. The Chairman and the 
Secretary were instructed to appoint 
delegates to the International 
Congress of Religious Liberals to be 
held at Berlin in the summer of 
IQIO. 


An interesting and important meet- 
ing was held on Monday morning, 
December 20, in commemoration of 
Forefathers’ Day, in Pilgrim Hall, 
Congregational Building, Boston, 
under the auspices of the Massachu- 
setts Convention of Congregational 
Ministers. It included in its joint 
invitation the Unitarian and Trini- 
tarian ministers of Boston and vicin- 
ity, who crowded the hall in large 
numbers. The chair was occupied 
by Rev. Dr. Arthur B. Little, pastor 
of a Congregational Church in Dor- 
chester, Mass., one of the most 
prominent ministers of the Congre- 
gational body in this country. Prayer 
was offered by the Rev. S. C. Beane, 
a well-known Unitarian clergyman, 
after which Dr. Little made an ad- 
dress, both wise and witty, of wel- 
come to the brethren present, and 
introduced as the first speaker of the 
morning Rev. Dr. Samuel A. Eliot, 


President of the American Unitarian 
Association. Dr. Eliot’s address was 
largely concerned with the spiritual 
history and ideals of the New Eng- 
land Pilgrims which the anniversary 
commemorated. His paper was a 
very fine one, and brought forth loud 
and continued applause from his 
auditors. ‘The second speaker was 
Prof. G. Williston Walker, Pro- 
fessor of Ecclesiastical History at the 
Vale College Theological Seminary. 
Dr. Walker, who was also received 
with great applause, gave a fine and 
spirited paper on ‘‘ The Ideals of the 
Forefathers.’’ It was a still more 
radical utterance than that of Dr. 
Eliot, and plead for the largest lib- 
erality of sentiment. Nothing could 
have been finer than his vindication 
of spiritual freedom and his plea for 
loyalty to the latest developments of 
the religious spirit. The last 
speaker was Rev. Dr. George A. 
Gordon of Boston, who in an inter- 
esting address set before the audi- 
ence the ideals of a fellowship based 
not on a creed, which he character- 
ized as a pitiful basis for religious 
unity, but a fellowship founded on 
holiness of character and life, a devo- 
tion to the spirit rather than to the 
letter of religion. 

he occasion was very significant, 
and may be considered one of the 
landmarks of that closer union be- 
tween these long separated branches 
of the Congregational church which 
the development of truth and toler- 
ance has made possible in our day. 
No one thought of any organized 
union of the two divisions, but all 
insisted on a more thorough spiritual 
and moral union, a common devotion 
to the cause of truth, and better ser- 
vice to the community. 
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The Executive Board turns the 
leaf and begins the year 1910 with 
satisfaction. In the past the Alliance 
has accomplished a great deal in the 
way of concentrating and stimulating 
the work of Unitarian women and 
may well have most hopeful expecta- 
tions for the future. 

It will be the special purpose of 
the Board for the coming year to 
strengthen the work already done, 
by maintaining close and cordial 
relations with the branches and by 
securing new branches in places 
where the women have not yet been 
ready to join the larger body. ‘The 
branches too, will steadily and 
strongly maintain relations with the 
Board, holding regular meetings and 
having all records and reports syste- 
matically and thoroughly kept up. 
Once each year each Director is 
expected to give an account of the 
branches in her section. On page 14 
of the Manual will be found the 
months when such reports are to be 
given, but if every secretary sends 
monthly to her director, the material 
will all be ready for use and much 
unnecessary correspondence will be 
avoided. 

Plans are now being made to send 
one of the officers of the board in the 
early spring, on a long tour through 
the Rocky Mt. section and up and 
down the Pacific Coast. Contribu- 
tions for this trip are being received 
and so many invitations from 
branches wishing to be visited that 
the problem will be how one person 


can have time and strength to answer 
all the calls. Branches in these sec- 
tions can do much to facilitate the 
arrangement of meetings that each 
may be advantageously planned. 


Twenty-five members were present 
at the meeting of the Executive 
Board on December 1oth, coming 
from New York, Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire and Rhode Island. 

Mrs. Harwood announced a new 
branch formed in Ashby, Mass. Mrs. 
Marion B. Taylor, secretary. A 
branch has also been organized at 
San Bernardino, California, secretary 
Mrs. George T. Brooks, R. F. D. 2. 

The resignation of Mrs. Tyler of 
Massachusetts and Mrs. Presson of 
California as Directors was accepted 
with more than the usual regret, 
being a loss to the Board and an 
interruption to the work. 

The Corresponding Secretary re- 
ported visits to Wellesley Hills and 
Roslindale, Massachusetts and to 
Keene, New Hampshire. Every- 
where great interest was expressed 
in the missionary work of the 
Alliance which always increases as 
branches learn more of the results 
and of the new opportunities which 
are opening every year. 

For the Study Class, Leaflets No. 
2 and No. 5 have been reprinted and 
are in good demand. ‘‘Hymns and 
Hymn Writers’’ continues to be a 
favorite, and ‘‘Unitarian Beliefs’ has 
proved acceptable. 


National 


The Cheerful Letter Committee 
has held an enthusiastic meeting and 
the various lines of work are pro- 
gressing. ‘Two libraries have been 
sent out and others are called for. 
‘T’he chairman reported meeting the 
branch at Attleboro, Mass., where 
close attention was given to her 
account of the work. 

For the Post office Mission, Miss 
Slade reported a meeting of the 
workers in New York, at which Mrs. 
Loud of Montreal was present and 
much profitable discussion and ex- 
planation took place. 

The chairman of the Committee on 
Appeals spoke of the grateful appre- 
ciation of the Waverley branch for the 
recommendation of the Board which 
is already resulting in gifts for the 
Parish House. The appeal for an 
automobile for use in open air preach- 
ing was read with attention. Several 
times the Alliance has been interest- 
ed ina Van Mission, and the work 
described in the present appealis the 
same that has been done by the 
ministers in the Southern Circuits 
who are employed by the Alliance. 
Mr. Gibson especially has pursued 
the same plan with noteworthy suc- 
cess. The Alliance modestly wishes 
that a horse and buggy could be 
secured for the sonth as readily as 
this automobile is sure to be. 

The report of the Southern com- 
mittee showed increasing activity in 
the seacoast circuits, both Mr. Cowan 
and Mr. Key being hard at work. 
During ten days in November Mr. 
Key travelled nearly five hundred 
miles including one hundred and 
twentyfive miles on foot and held 
twelve meetings. It is estimated 
that he meets on Sundays each month 
four to eight hundred people, and 


Alliance 9 


many others here and there. He is 
greatly interested in the lumber 
camp in Bolton and has furnished 
the Men’s Club with the nucleus of a 
library. Another one is very greatly 
needed at a big camp ‘‘where nearly 
three hundred men are domiciled, 
some of them, both white and colored, 
having their wives and families with 
them.’? Mr. Cowan preaches often in 
brush shelters and vacant houses and 
is welcomed at Evangelical prayer 
meetings where the services are 
frequently turned over to him. The 
schools at Dix House and at Swans- 
boro are of the utmost service to the 
communities where they are placed, 
working with the churches to benefit 
the people. 

The Executive Board was glad to 
welcome Mr. Robinson of Richmond 
at this meeting. He wished to ex- 
press thanks for himself and his peo- 
ple for the recommendations of the 
recent appeal for a parsonage and 
said many satisfactory things about 
conditions in Richmond. 

The committee on College Girls 
had interesting letters to read from 
Northampton and elsewhere. At 
Lenox Ave., New York, a College 
Graduates’ Circle will undertake 
similar work co-operating with the 
committee. 

The monthly report of the clerk at 
headquarters showed more visitors 
than usual and many letters and par- 
cels of literature sent away. Lend- 
ing papers and books from the circu- 
lating library have been in demand. 

Mrs. Charles ‘I’. Catlin has given 
to the Alliance and placed at head- 
quarters a full file of WorD AND 
Work and the Monthly Report from 
the begining through June 1909, in 
bound volumes. ‘These volumes are 
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for reference and cannot be taken 
from the building without permission 
from the headquarters committee. 

The next meeting of the Board 
will be held on January r4th, 1910 
and reports will be expected from the 
Middle States and Canada. 


The Life Members added from the 
Beachmont fund are Mrs. Elizabeth 
G. Shaw, Beachmont and Mrs. Euella 
D. Farrow, Winchester. The names 
of Mrs. Maria D. Newell, Arlington, 
Mrs. Mary B. Whiting, Newton, and 
Miss Mary B. Rogers, Boston, all of 
Massachusetts have been placed In 
Memoriam. The Mrs. Parmenter 
reported last month, should have 
been Mrs. Helen James Parmenter 
added to the list by her son Judge 
Parmenter of Arlington. 


The mid-winter meeting of the 
New England Associate Alliance will 
be held in Channing Church, Newton, 
on Thursday, January 27, 1910. ‘The 
subject is Personal Responsibility. 
In the morning there will be five 
minute papers upon the subject writ- 
ten by Alliance members. In the 
afternoon the speakers are to be Rev. 
Theodore Bacon, of Salem and Rey. 
Robert Leavens of Fitchburg. Be- 
tween the sessions there will be a 
box luncheon. 

At the last meeting of the execu- 
tive board of the N. E. Associate 
Alliance the following vote was 
passed:— 

“It is the sense of this meeting 
that delegates should be sent to pub- 
lic meetings at the expense of the 
branches, and that different people 
be chosen that a wide spread acquain- 
tance may be fostered among our 
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members. The delegate should 
report the meeting to her branch.”’ 


‘“A letter from the western Vice- 
President which camea little late for 
last month gives a pleasant account 
of a visit to the branch at Milwaukee. 
She writes—‘‘ At three o’clock we 
went to the church for the Alliance 
meeting which was attended by about 
twenty-five members. The meeting 
was opened by a short selected read- 
ing and prayer by the pastor Mr. 
Greenman, followed by the Lord’s 
Prayer in which all joined. 

‘‘ The paragraph from Miss Low’s 
circular letter asking for funds to 
send a national officer to the Pacific 
Coast met with hearty response the 
sum of five dollars being voted for 
this purpose. 

“The branch is busy preparing for 
a Bazaar and has also been answer- 
ing requests to help the sales in other 
branches. 

‘““The business disposed of, I was 
given an opportunity to extend greet- 
ings from sister branches, also to 
read a brief paper on Alliance Aims 
and Methods which furnished points 
for discussion until time for adjourn- 
ment. 

‘“A cup of tea was served and a 
social half hour enabled me to meet 
the members and to make the ac- 
quaintance of our new Director for 
Wisconsin, Miss Potter, all of which 
was most enjoyable and I left Mil- 
watkee with the feeling that I had 
visited a church and branch that is 
thoroughly alive with the true 
Unitarian and Alliance spirit, which 
is most encouraging.” 


The regular meeting of the New 
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York League was held on Dec. 3 
at the Second Church, Brooklyn, 
with one hundred and twenty-five 
present. 

The Religious News report by 
Mrs. Graves, drew attention among 
other items to the Congress of Reli- 
gious Liberals to be held in Berlin, 
August, 1910, and to the plea for the 
salary of a German professor at Mead- 
ville. 

Miss Orington told of the work of 
Lincoln Settlement started two years 
ago. There is a day nursery, a 
kindergarten, various classes anda 
neighborhood club. Members were 
earnestly urged to visit the Settle- 
ment. 

Mr. B. F. Greenhut was the 
speaker of the day on the subject, 
‘* Welfare Work and Profit Sharing.’’ 
The speaker said that business firms 
should do all possible to make good 
conditions in a commercial enterprise 
and to see that the work does not 
interfere with health. Mr. Dutton 
also spoke on points mentioned by 
Mr. Greenhut. 


To Alliance branches we commend 
the little pamphlet lately received 
containing an address given in Tokyo 
by Rev. Clay MacCauley on ‘‘ The 
Unitarian Mission to Japan.’’ The 
specific information about the Amer- 
can Unitarian Association and about 
Unitarians generally which was in- 
tended for an audience of Japanese 
will be found enlightening and use- 
ful to most Alliance members. A 
supplement gives an account of the 
origin of the Mission to Japan and 
what is further undertaken there. 
Mr. MacCauley was always a warm 
friend of the Alliance and among 
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other organizations spoken of the 
Alliance receives most appreciative 
mention. 


The Vice-President for the South- 
ern states says: 

‘“The past year has been filled 
with loyal work by all our branches, 
and credit is probably due our small, 
weaker branches for more effort and 
loyalty than the larger ones that ac- 
complish apparently more work. It 
is the small branch that has the 
hardest work to do always and we 
are so apt to forget this fact and feel 
greater credit is due the large branch 
because it has accomplished so much 
according to the reports. So let me 
ask that you remember the greater 
struggle, the greater burden and 
trial that lies behind the meagre re- 
port of an isolated small band of 
women working for the liberal cause 
in our Southern field. 

“Of the twelve branches, Louisville 
and New Orleans at present are the 
largest, while Dallas promises soon 
to be as large and perhaps larger 
than New Orleans. A decided gain 
in new members seems to be reported 
from nearly all the branches this 
year”? 

The following extracts are taken 
from the reports due this month. 

The branch at Louisville, Kentucky has 
worked steadily but each year the meet- 
ings close earlier in the summer and begin 
later in the autumn. ‘The months of Oct. 
and Nov. are rushing ones with prepara- 
tions for a fair, etc. 

In the spring came an extra call. ie 
new Carnegie Library built just opposite 
the church with beautiful surroundings 
put the old sidewalk to shame and called 
for a new one. The church not feeling 


able to bear all the expense, the Alliance 
put shoulder to the wheel and was able to 
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add one hundred and forty dollars to the 
fund. The year has been full of changes, 
some cheering, many depressing. We 
have at last been able to enlist to some 
extent the interest of our young people 
and a Junior Alliance has been formed 
which is doing good work. Delegates 
were sent to Southern Conference at 
Atlanta and to National Conference at 
Chicago. Sent seven dolls to other Alli- 
ances and gifts to Alliance sales. Have 
given to all the city charities usually 
helped and to three mountain schools. 

The Fair, the industrial and social event 
of the year was very beautiful. It was 
called ‘‘ Two Days in the Woods with Red 
and Pale faces.”” The large room was 
decorated with trees, ripened corn, fruits, 
pumpkins, gourds, etc. A smaller room 
opening into this by very wide doors was 
an Indian Camp with tents, the decoration 
Indian relics and articles made by Indians 
served by women and children dressed in 
full Indian costumes, some of them very 
rare and beautiful. A book table was sup- 
plied by a Boston firm with Unitarian 
literature, sold upon commission or at 
reduced rates. 

A dear friend, Mr. A. G. Munn, who 
died in his 91st year, some four weeks ago, 
bequeathed to the Alliance, Five Hundred 
Dollars. 


‘“We are in an unsettled condition at 
present for our minister has resigned and 
we are looking for his successor. We shall 
miss him but, how shall we do without his 
wife? The ideal minister’s wife!” 


The P.O. M. Committee has four mem- 
bers and has met every month excepting 
insummer. Literature is sent to seventy- 
six correspondents, and the church rack 
has been supplied with temperance and 
other tracts. 

The little branch at Memphis met regu- 
larly during the past year, under many 
difficulties and were hopeful of better con- 
ditions this year. The Sunday services 
were discontinued during the hot summer 
months. The fall brought changes; ill- 
ness, absence and removals reduced 
numbers so that the little band grew dis- 
couraged and felt it was useless to try to 
continue the meetings. The few Alliance 
members intend to ‘hold together and 
hope for better things in the future.” 
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One of the Memphis branch attended the 
National Conference at Chicago. 

The branch at Dallas, Texas from Janu- 
ary until June held a few food sales, did 
some repair work on the church and sent 
delegates to the Southern Conference at 
New Orleans, one of its members being 
President of the Southern Associate Alli- 
ance. The P. O. M. work has been carried 
on under a committee of six with very 
gratifying results. A sermon by Rey. Mr. 
Rowlett of Atlanta, a former Dallas man 
was printed by the Southern Conference 
and has been used with much satisfaction. 
Although the church felt the usual strain 
that comes with the change of pastors the 
branch has been more active than usual, 
and sixteen new members have been added. 
The young people have organized a club 
which meets every two weeks. They look 
forward to these meetings with much 
pleasure and the attendance is good. It is 
a satisfaction to find a branch strong 
enough to keep active during the time of a 
vacant pulpit, for this means so much toa 
church at such a time. 

At Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, the 
branch reports that bi-monthly meetings 
are held, the first devoted to business fol- 
lowed by a literary and musical program, 
the second toa social tea. There are six- 
teen members and an average attendance of 
ten. The branch has purchased Hymnals 
for the church to pay for which, an expe- 
rience luncheon was held, each one present 
contributing a dollar and telling in verse 
how she earned it. Ever since Sept. 1909 
the Branch has been holding meetings 
regardless of no church, no minister and 
not much encouragement as to obtaining a 
minister at all? Nevertheless, with all 
these obstacles the branch has tried to 
hold together what is left of the church, in 
hopes of some day owning a church home 
of its own, and a minister who could help 
build up a larger congregation. ‘The 
branch was much interested in the reports 
of the National Conference at Chicago and 
regretted not having a representative there 
from among its members. Its secretary 
wrote that letters telling of the National 
Conference made them ‘feel more united 
with the National organization, instead of 
feeling—as we often do—very much alone 
in our work, our church being the only 
one of its kind in the State.” 


National 


The New Orleans, La. branch has hada 
busy year for in addition to all of its regu- 
lar work, it undertook the building of a 
new Parish House. This meant much 
anxious work, the raising of enough 
money to make first payments and also 
money on mortgage to meet the remainder 
of cost. 

The building was finished and dedicated 
at the Southern Conference held in March 
1909, which also, added much to the 
work and financial needs of the branch, as 
the entertaining of the Conference fell 
largely upon its shoulders. Much appre- 
ciation was felt of the generous response 
so speedily made by all the branches to 
the New Orleans’ appeal for six hundred 
dollars and this branch is glad to feel that 
through this response its Parish House 
being thus shared in by all sections of the 
country is national. 

The branch hasa study class with un- 
usually good attendance this year, with 
papers on current topics. The P.O. Mis- 
sion is a very important part of the branch 
work, as through this it hopes to extend 
its liberal faith in this section of the 
South. A new idea in P. O. M. literature 
developed at the annual supper when a 
gentleman suggested that often a thing 
that cost a penny is appreciated more than 
if it had cost nothing, meaning that free 
literature to some people would mean 
merely an advertisement, but these same 
people would pay a small amount for the 
same sermons and then read and appre- 
ciate them; he suggested giving some ser- 
mons to a second hand book store; the 
latter would sellthem perhaps for three for 
five cents, or a penny a piece and find peo- 
ple to buy them too. We gave him twenty- 
five sermons and in a week’s time they had 
been sold. It is merely atest we were 
making ; we will watch the results and 
report later. 

The branch rejoices in the formation of 
a Laymen’s League which hereafter will 
enter into and share much church work 
that has previously been wholly the 
Alliance problem, and with the laymen 
vitally interested much new work and 
enterprise will result. 

At Richmond, Va., the branch is in a 
healthy condition, the attendance has been 
excellent and the members have been 
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ready and willing to do every thing re- 
quired of them. To carry on the work it 
has been necessary to give fairs, suppers, 
rummage sales, etc., and where a congre- 
gation is small and the women few, it 
means that each has had to give liberally 
of her time and strength. The branch has 
responded in a small way to all requests 
from sister branches, has given $5. to one 
of the hospitals, has made repairs on the 
parsonage, contributed to the running ex- 
penses of the church, to eight appeals of 
the National Alliance and given $50. 
towards minister’s salary. Delightful 
visits were enjoyed during the year from 
Mrs. Peterson, Mrs. Atherton, also Misses 
Hood and Stetson of Lynn, Mass. What 
with raising money, spending it, looking 
after the social life of the church, and 
reading Emerson the year has been filled 
with work and happiness. 

At Watha, S. C., the Shelter Neck 
branch has been holding regular meetings, 
and is hoping to havea sale early in the 
spring. The membership has not in- 
creased during the past year but several 
come to the meetings who have not as yet 
become members. A visit from Mrs. 
Peterson was much enjoyed, and an 
account from her of the National Confer- 
ence was of much interest to the branch. 
Appeals from the National Alliance were 
responded to. 

The Charleston, S. C. branch has been 
actively at work holding regular meetings, 
contributing monthly to the Church Cal- 
endar, and the Church Communion Fund, 
and yearly to Southern Circuit Work, 
requests from other branches, to the Ice 
Mission of the city and also to a Christmas 
tree for poor children. In addition to the 
regular business the branch has been 
interested in a young man of their congre- 
gation who recently graduated from Har- 
yard Divinity School and upon that occasion 
presented him with a loving cup. He is 
the Rev. C. Emile Aimar now preaching 
at Walpole, N. H. 

No formal report came from Atlanta, 
Georgia, but the branch is active along the 
usual lines. P. O. Missions and Para- 
graph Pulpit has been carried on regularly 
and delegates were sent to the Southern 
Conference. 

The branch at Highland Springs, has 
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added nine new members and has been 
fortunate in having a pastor the past year 
who with his wife have done much to 
build up the society. Upon the members 
of the branch devolves all the work done 
by women for the church and the work of 
course is much the same from year to year, 
It consists in taking care of the building, 
decorations for all services, and entertain- 
ments, the music, and Sunday school 
work. They will have to be very indus- 
trious the coming year as they have 
promised $125. for ministers salary, and 
$50. towards raising the chapel and build- 
ing beneath it, a room suitable for meet- 
ings and entertainments. Regular meet- 
ings have been held and the branch is full 
of hope and enthusiasm, feeling that now 
is its opportunity to push on with its 
work towards a larger success, 

At Chattanooga, Tennessee the branch is 
alive and doing well and all seem happy 
and hopeful. There have been ten busi- 
ness meetings, six sewing meetings and 
many social occasions. Money has been 
given to the church and contributions to 
other branches, ‘Three hundred tracts 
have been distributed by the P. O. Mission 
and cheering letters have been written to 
absent Alliance members. 

The Jacksonville, Florida branch has 
had a busy year. “ Still feeling ourselves 
somewhat new and realizing the need of 
funds our most important work seems to 
have been raising money to aid in the gen- 
eral work of the church.’ Various social 
occasions have been enjoyed, one being a 
reception to the state senator and his 
family on the eve of their departure for 
Washington. The branch has pledged 
itself to raise one hundred dollars for the 
current expenses of the church and to 
keep the grounds in order. A new feature 
has been adopted in opening the meetings 
by reading a hymn and giving a short 
sketch of the author’s life and religious 
views. The tourists who often attend the 
church in winter give the P. O. Mission 
committee the opportunity of distributing 
much literature at the church door. The 
pastor, Mr. Coleman was instrumental in 
securing a fine piano for the Alliance from 
Boston friends, the only cost being the 
shipment to Jacksonville, 

Some ‘religious intelligence” of inter. 
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est has just reached us from the Pacific 
coast. The new branch at San Bernardino 
reports ‘‘ The study of Unitarianism will 
probably take a great deal of our attention, 
but we shall have several committees and 
try to accomplish all the good we can.” 
This branch is beginning well. At Red- 
lands a successsul bazaar has been held 
called ‘‘The Seven Ages of Woman.’ 
Santa Ana has contributed to the minis- 
ter’s salary and among other gifts has sent 
ten dollars to the Pacific School for the 
Ministry. San Diego has forty members 
and is flourishing. At Los Angeles the 
Church and the Alliance are increasing in 
membership and attendance and the pros- 
pect for the coming year is very bright. 
All the branches in this section are ex- 
pected to send a full report for the 
February meeting which will be received 
with pleasure. 


The Alliance has always been interested 
in Rev. Stephen Peebles who from time to 
time has distributed much literature and 
is glad to learn of his success in Eugene, 
Oregon where he has been preaching since 
September. A new society is anticipated 
in Phoenix, Arizona, also which is a city 
of about twenty thousand. ‘hese will be 
additional centres for our Alliance officers 
to visit on the projected western trip. 


A new religious periodical has been 
started in Denver, Colorado, edited by Dr. 
D. J. H. Ward and Rev. Wm. Thurston 
Brown. The subscription is one dollar and 
“Our effort is to furnish ammunition and 
helpful suggestion for thoroughgoing lib- 
eral religious people.” 


Amounts needed for Appeals: 


Allegheny, Pa. . , $324.25 
Richmond SVeieee eee 284.00 
Bellingham, Wash. 113.00 
Waverley, Mass 563.00 
Green Harbor, Mass. 208.00 
Meadville Students 99.75 


Pacific School . 152.75 
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The Board of Directors 


The fifth regular meeting of the 
board of directors of the national 
Young People’s Religious Union was 
hela) in’ room 11, 25 Beacon St., 
Boston, Mass., on Tuesday afternoon, 
Tec. 7, 1900, at 2.30 o'clock. Rey. 
F. R. Sturtevant, one of the vice- 
presidents, presided, and the others 
present were Miss Cline, Messrs. 
Bates, Harwood, McMurdie, Schu- 
macher, Shurtleff and the secretary. 
After routine business it was reported 
that a new union, the Young People’s 
Association of Brighton, Mass., had 
joined the national Union. Twelve 
new life members were reported, 
making 136 in all. 

The amount paid for life member- 
ships is $1360. This is kept as an 
endowment, the interest only being 
used for the general purposes of the 
Union. At the last meeting of the 
directors the finance committee was 
requested to select a suitable form of 
permanent investment for the princi- 
pal of this fund. At this meeting 
the report was made and accepted 
to use so much of it as was necessary 
to purchase a good bond ; and nearly 
one thousand dollars has accordingly 
been paid for a bond of the American 
Telephone and Telegraph Company. 

A special meeting of the board of 
directors was held on Tuesday, Dec. 
14, at the same place. It was called 
in order that the board might confer 
with the new field agent, Rev. Henry 
Wilder Foote of Ann Arbor. Be 
sides the president, the field agent 


and the secretary there were present 
Misses Burrage, Cline and Faxon 
and Messrs. Harwood, Lyon, Schu- 
macher and Sturtevant. The field 
work was thoroughly discussed. Mr. 
Foote reported a trip that he has made 
since December 1 when he began his 
work, and outlined plans for two 
further trips that he will make before 
the first of May. ‘This work is done 
in accordance with the plan of co- 
operation between the American 
Unitarian Association and the Young 
People’s Religious Union. The Asso- 
ciation has created the Department 
of Education and has made Mr. Foote 
the secretary of thedepartment. The 
principal work of the secretary of the 
department of education is the field 
work of the Union and the supervision 
of the college town churches,—almost 
all of this being work for young 
people. 

Mr. Foote spoke of the value to the 
minister of a college town church of 
being able to employ students to work 
among the students. Asthe national 
Union, at the annual meeting in May, 
voted to raise money this year for 
Urbana, the board voted to authorize 
Rev. Albert R. Vail, minister of our 
church in Urbana, to employ two 
student helpers for the remainder of 
the college year. 

The sale of articles from the fair 
still continues at the room at head- 
quarters, and contributions of money 
promised at the time of the fair are 
still being received. The proceeds 
are now more than nineteen hundred 
and twenty-five dollars, and further 
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sums are to come before the end of 
the month. It is safe to say that the 
total amount clear from the fair will 
be well over two thousand dollars. 


Union Federation Meeting 


On Saturday afternoon and even- 
ing, Dec. rr, a union meeting of all 
the federations was held in the vestry 
of the First Church, Boston. About 
seventy-five representatives of the 
different federations were present. 
Mr. O. Arthur McMurdie called the 
meeting to order and after welcoming 
the guests explained the general 
purpose of the gathering. The vari- 
ous federations were then called 
upon and a representative of each 
responded either by offering the 
greetings of his federation or pre- 
senting an outline of the work at- 
tempted or accomplished. All of 
these proved most interesting. 

Rev. William W. Peck of Win- 
chester, secretary of the department 
of the Unitarian Fellowship for Social 
Justice, was then introduced and pre- 
sented a most admirable address on 
the subject, ‘‘Social Justice —the 
Need of the Hour.”’ 

After partaking of a box lunch, the 
company adjourned to the church 
auditorium. A devotional service 
was led by Rev. Palfrey Perkins of 
Brighton. ‘Then followed an excel- 
lent address by Rey. Bradley Gilman 
of Canton, who brought in many 
personal reminiscences of a trip taken 
with Dr. Booker T. Washington and 
others through the South, Dr. Wash- 
ington as usual pleading the cause 
of the negro. 

The meeting closed witha benedic- 
tion by Rev. Palfrey Perkins. 
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Boston Federation 


The semi-annual meeting of the 
Boston Federation for the year 1909- 
1910 was held Sunday, Nov. 28, at 
the Channing Church, Dorchester; 
the afternoon session convened at 
4:30 with a devotional service con- 
ducted by the president. 

Rev. F. Raymond Sturtevant ex- 
tended a very cordial word of wel- 
come speaking very interestingly of 
the old landmarks of Dorchester, 
including an old bronze tablet which 
marks the site of the First Church. 

After routine business it was voted 
to continue the hospitality work 
another year. 

A new union was reported,—the 
Young People’s Association of 
Brighton,—that had expressed a wish 
to join. The president, on behalf of 
the Boston Federation, extended it a 
welcome through its representatives 
present. 

The report of the Friendly Service 
Committee was a lengthy though an 
interesting one. Every member was 
urged to be a visitor to some family 
socially inferior, so that there might 
be two hundred people working 
instead of a committee of five. ‘The 
aim of the committee has been to see 
something beautiful, do something 
beautiful, and learn something beau- 
tiful every day, and to pass that word 
along to each one we meet. 

The president urged that the 
annual entertainment be made as 
large a success as possible, and that 
a committee be appointed which 
would work to the best of its ability. 

Mr. Frederic G. Melcher of New- 
ton Centre brought the greetings of 
the South Middlesex Federation and 
said that Middlesex was proud to say 
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a word to Suffolk. He made the 
point that three things constituted 
youth in a person, no matter what 
his age was,—initiative, enthusiasm, 
and optimism. 

Mr. Myron E. Pierce spoke on the 
Boston, 1915, movement, his subject 
being ‘‘Its Progress,’’ stating briefly 
that the fundamental principle of the 
movement was not to detail its accom- 
plishments, but to work quietly and 
effectively for the progress of a better 
Boston. After this talk, it was 
moved that the Boston Federation 
take steps to have its name placed on 
file at the headquarters of the 1915 
movement, to be ready to do any- 
thing that they might be called upon 
to do. 

Mr. Bates asked for helpers for the 
Christmas work of the Friendly 
Service Committee for two nights 
around Chrismas time, and a general 
plea was extended for appropriations 
of money for that committee. $15.00 
was appropriated from the treasury 
of the federation and several unions 
came forward and offered pledges. 

Thanks were extended to Mr. 
Pierce and to all who participated in 
the afternoon meeting, after which 
the meeting adjourned, the Channing 
Church offering hospitality in the 
form of a supper. A social hour fol- 
lowed. 

The evening session opened at 
7:45 o’clock witha devotional service 
conducted by the president. Dur- 
ing the evening the Young People’s 
chorus of the Channing Church ren- 
dered several delightful selections. 
The roll call showed a total of 132 
delegates. 

Rev. D. Roy Freeman spoke on 
the ‘‘Use of Shame.”’ 

After thanking the Channing Un- 
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ion for its hospitality, and Mr. Free- 
man for his message, the meeting 
closed with a benediction by Mr. 
Freeman. 
HARRIET E. UNDERHILL, 
Secretary. 


Union-at-Large 


With the year 1910 begins the 
second decade of the twentieth cen- 
tury,—the century of which every 
one is expecting so much. A clear- 
sighted search for truth, and a will- 
ingness to understand and appreciate 
the efforts of others who are seeking 
the same thing, mark all the under- 
takings of this age. The spirit of 
liberalism which has always inspired 
Unitarian thought and action has 
greatly helped to form this attitude. 
In order to keep up with the age we 
must not stand still thinking that our 
work is done; but must go on always, 
in the same direction, but farther. 
And it is the young people of the 
Unitarian Church who are responsi- 
ble for its future standards. 

To all the members of the Union- 
at-Large, a hearty New Year’s greet- 
ing! May we all work together more 
strongly in the New Year for the 
advance of truth and liberalism! 

MARGUERITE FELLOWS, 
Chairman of the Union-at-Large. 


Life Members 


Our life membership list has been 
increased by three since the last 
issue of Worp AND Work, making 
the total 138. The following are the 
recent additions : 


135. Mr. Arthur T. Lyman, 
Boston, Mass; 135. Mr. Charles Ce 
Drew, Duxbury, Mass; 138 Mr. 


John Eliot Thayer, Boston, Mass. 
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Real Progress 


The work of a liberal church should 
be laid out on long lines, and its 
administrators and members should 
be ready to run with patience the 
race set before them. There is no 
short cut to worthy attainment. 
Short lines are for short things ; 
things that abide are not quickly or 
easily achieved. The kingdom of 
God is not to be established abruptly 
or by revolutionary methods ; it is 
slowly upbuilt by the courage, per- 
sistence, and self-sacrifice of patient 
generations. Often our efforts must 
prove for the present fruitless. Often 
our hopes will admit of denials. 
Often our labors will apparently be 
lost. We shall do well if we hold 
some strength in reserve. Too often 
we fail to sufficiently concentrate our 
powers, but waste them on superficial 
impulsive, intermittent endeavors. _ 

Let us make sure that in our church 
life we blend new and old in just 
proportion, and with the adaptability 
of youth join the sturdiness of matur- 
ity. Be sure that a faith that has no 
old truth in it is as near its doom as 
a faith that has no new truth in it. 


25 Beacon Street, Boston 


FRANCIS H. LINCOLN, Tveasurer 
C. L. Sressins, Publication Agent 


Reaching always for something be- 
fore, let us hold securely to some- 
thing behind. Let us speak the 
truth, but be equally anxious to speak 
the truth in love. An institution 
that stands simply for dissent is 
inevitably unfruitful. Protests are 
of transient value. Attraction is 
more potent than agitation or aggres- 
sion. Let us deal in plain speech, 
but be sparing of invective ; be tenaci- 
ous of the real, but not eagerly 
belligerent. If men see that our 
religious life is something real,—a 
bulwark against evil, a stimulant of 
civic virtue, a harbinger of peace and 
happiness,— though they may not be 
convinced by our arguments, they 
will be won by our spirit and 
example. 

I rejoice to believe that most Uni- 
tarian churches contain the elements 
which, with ordinary care, insure 
their progress and usefulness. They 
give evidence at once of stability and 
movement, of permanence and elasti- 
city. They preserve ‘‘ the good the 
past hath had,’’ and at the same time 
welcome the infusion of new motives 
and measures. They join the stead- 
fastness of habit with the freshness 
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of new experiment. It is their happy 
privilege to conserve and still create. 


mies H, 


Rev. A. G, Singsen, 
minister of the Bell 
Street Chapel in Provi- 
dence, R. I., died sud- 
denly on January 15th. Rev. Fac, 
Mitchell has resigned at Boise, Idaho, 
to accept a call to Fort Collins, Colo- 
rado. Rev. W. D. Smith has re- 
signed at Hamilton, Ontario. Rev. 
George Gilmour, formerly of the 
Parkside Church in Buffalo, has 
accepted a call to Dallas, Texas. 
Rev. C. A. Polson has accepted a 
call to Sheffield, Ill. Rev. Calvin 
Stebbins has resigned at Framing- 
ham, Mass. 


Ministerial 
Personals 


The Treasurer reports 
that since the last issue 
of Word AND Work 
sixteen more Societies 
appear to have completed their gifts 
for the national work. The record 
continues to be healthy and encourag- 
ing. Ofthese sixteen churches eight 
give more than last year, five give 
the same, and three give less. The 
tendency is evidently upward though 
not by leaps and bounds. Only three 
months remain in the financial year 
and the only anxiety about the finan- 
cial situation is lest some Society 
may altogether neglect this important 
element in its work, or postpone 
action until the last few days when 
the canvas has to be hurried and 
incomplete. It is much to be desired 
that ministers, standing committees 
and local treasurers should get this 
business dispatched as promptly as 
possible. 

The largest giver in this month’s 


Contributions 


list is the South Congregational 
Church in Boston, which repeats its 
generous gift of last year, $1250. 
Substantial gains are reported from 
such reliable and generous givers as 
the societies in North Easton, Mass., 
Billerica, Mass., Fairhaven, Mass., 
and Portland, Oregon. Lexington, 
Mass., and Wilmington, Del., main- 
tain the good record of former years. 

One takes peculiar satisfaction in 
such a record as that of the little 
church in Augusta, Maine. In 1906 
the contribution was $79, and then 
in succeeding years $100, $100, $111, 
and this year $115. Or take the 
record of the old parish in Newbury- 
port for the last three years. In 
1908 the contribution was $221, last 
year $242, and this year $250. Itis 
from such signs as these that the 
Directors of the Association gather 
courage. 


On February roth the 
Secretary of the Asso- 
ciation starts on his long 
journey to the Pacific 
Coast and the Canadian northwest. 
His first appointment is at Denver, 
Col., and he will also have an oppor- 
tunity to visit Pueblo, Col: ‘Thence 
he goes south to meet new friends in 
the recently organized Society at 
Phoenix, Arizona, and then on to a 
meeting of the Southern Pacific Con- 
ference at San Bernardino on Febru- 
ary 27th. For three weeks he will 
be visiting the churches on the 
Pacific Coast, giving most of his at- 
tention to the missionary posts and 
the churches that look to the Associa- 
tion for aid. He will return over the 
Canadian Pacific, visiting the newly 
organized movements at Victoria and 
Vancouver, British Columbia, con- 


Missionary 
Journeys 


American Unitarian Association g 


ferring with the Field Secretary at 
Calgary, Alberta, with our Icelandic 
workers in Manitoba, and with the 
minister and trustees of the church 
in Winnipeg. He will get back to 
his desk about April roth. 

Rev. Henry Wilder Foote, Secre- 
tary of the Department of Education, 
will spend the first two weeks of the 
month in a journey of visitation in 
the middle west. His appointments 
are at Lafayette, Indiana, the seat of 
Purdue University, at Columbia, Mo., 
the seat of the University of Missouri, 
Lawrence, Kan., Lincoln, Neb., 
Vermillion and Brookings, South 
Dakota, Grand Forks, North Dakota, 
the seat of the University of North 


Dakota, and Minneapolis, Minn. At 
four of these places, Lafayette, 
Columbia, Vermillion, and Grand 


Forks, there are important state edu- 
cational institutions and no organized 
Unitarian movement. Mr. Foote in- 
tends to test the situation at these 
points and to discover what our 
obligations may be. During Mr. 
Foote’s absence his pulpit will be 
supplied by Rev. F. R. Sturtevant of 
Dorchester, Mass. 

Two Billings lecturers, Rev. H. ab; 
Secrist, representing primarily the 
Sunday School interests, and Rev. 
H. H. Saunderson, representing the 
interests of the Young People’s 
Religious Union, have just completed 
their journeys. Mr. Secrist’s route 
and appointments covered Troy, Syra- 
cuse, Dunkirk, and Jamestown, Nueva 
Cleveland, Ohio, Teouisville; Ky. 
Booneville, Ind., Meadville, New- 
castle, and Franklin,: =Pa.  -Mr. 
Saunderson’s route took him to Phila- 
delphia, Pa., Wilmington, Del., 
Washington, D. C., Morgantown and 
Wheeling, W. Va., Marietta and 


Youngstown, Ohio, Pittsburg, Pay; 
and the neighboring cities. Mr. 
Secrist’s Sundays were given to 
Louisville and Meadville, and Mr. 
Saunderson’s toWilmington, Youngs- 
town, and Pittsburg. 

The appointments of the President 
of the Association have taken him 
during the last four weeks into all 
six of the New England states and 
the province of Ontario. In Febru- 
ary he goes to Washington to attend 
the meeting of the Board of Indian 
Commissioners, to which he has re- 
cently been appointed” by President 
adie 


This department of our 
work is steadily grow- 
ing. From all parts of 
the country come the 
names of those who desire to enroll 
themselves as Unitarians and who 
are not so situated as to identify 
themselves with any particular local 
church. 

In turn these members become 
interested in finding others who wish 
to be affiliated with our national 
organizations. They receive and 
distribute our pamphlets, keep in 
touch with our various enterprises 
and help towards meeting the ex- 
penses of our work. The letters we 
receive show how greatly this depart- 
ment is appreciated. 

Associate members are not con- 
fined to those who are new to our 
faith and fellowship. In many 
instances people have become Associ- 
ate Members who have formerly been 
members of Unitarian churches, but 
who have moved to towns or cities 
remote from Unitarian centers. It 
is to such Unitarians that we look, 
especially, to spread our views and 


Associate 
Members 
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to bring others into relations with 
ourwork. ‘This department will take 
on new functions as time goes on and 
the Association will be glad to receive 
suggestions from those who are inter- 
ested looking towards even more 
effective methods. There are many 
individuals who have, for a consider- 
able length of time, been in corre- 
spondence with members of the Post 
Office Mission. In a number of 
instances Post Office Mission workers 
have sent out our explanatory leaflet 
to those whom they regard as inter- 
ested Unitarians, and their names 
have been received by the Associa- 
tion and enrolled upon the list of 
Associate Members. 


On Monday evening 
Publicity January third, forty- 
Department seven laymen, represent- 
ing the Unitarian 
churches in New Jersey, dined 


together at Kalil’s restaurant in 
New York. After dinner, the Rev. 
Charles W. Casson, Secretary of the 
Publicity Department, gave an ad- 
dress upon ‘‘Modern Methods in 
Church Work.’’ The meeting was 
most enthusiastic, the interest being 
manifested in a very practical way by 
the arrangement for a three weeks’ 
open-airautomobilecampaignthrough 
New Jersey next summer, the free 
use of their automobiles being offered 
by men present. It was a splendid 
manifestation of the missionary spirit 
among the laymen that alone can 
transform our church. 

As another result of the New Jersey 
layman’s meeting, it has been practi- 
cally decided to publish the Para- 
graph Pulpit in the Elizabeth press. 
The twelve members present from 
the Elizabeth church were much 


impressed with this method of declar- 
ing our Unitarian gospel and deter- 
mined to adopt it in their local work. 

Among his engagements for the 
last month, Mr. Casson spoke at the 
Universalist Conference of the Merri- 
mack Valley in Haverhill on January 
fifth. The meeting indicated an ex- 
cellent spirit of fellowship between 
the two branches of the liberal move- 
ment and a growing desire to work 
together in the declaration of the new 
evangelism. 

The Secretary is sending out to all 
the ministers of our churches a circu- 
lar letter, requesting that he be sup- 
plied with all church news. It is 
hoped that the ministers will respond 
to the appeal, in order that the needed 
publicity of the doings of our churches 
may become possible. ‘These church 
items will be edited and sent to the 
Unitarian press, and those of wider 
interest sent to the press associations, 
in response to their request for such 
church news. 

An attempt is being made, this 
month, to increase the subscription 
of the general edition of the Unitarian 
Calendar. Itis hoped to make this 
a missionary medium, whereby large 
influence can be exerted. For twenty 
cents it is possible to send our mes- 
sage for a year to one interested. 
Already a number are working ener- 
getically to build up the circulation. 


Three Lay Centers have 
received charters since 
the last issue of Worp 
AND Work. ‘They are 
as follows: Oklahoma City, Mr. 
George R. Stephens, Leader ; Daven- 
port, Okla., Mr. J. W. Kimball, 
Leader; and Memphis, Tenn., Mr. 
H. F. Garvin, Leader. A number 
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of other groups are considering the 
matter of organization and we hope 
to report them later. The Lay Center 
is well adapted to such places as are 
not sufficiently strong from the Uni- 
tarian stand-point to undertake the 
organization of churches, and yet 
where a few Unitarians can hold 
regular meetings and take part in 
our work. In some instances an at- 
tractive room is secured where our 
literature can be found and where 
liberal influences can be exerted in 
addition to the regular Sunday or 
week-day service. 


Under the direction of 
the Italian Committee 


Department ; 

of Social work among the Italians 
and Public of greater Boston is de- 
Service 


veloping rapidly. ‘Phe 
work is largely per- 
sonal, and is an attempt to meet 
the pressing needs of individuals and 
families, sometimes by bringing them 
in touch with relief agencies like the 
hospital, the employment bureau, or 
the Associated Charities, and some- 
times by giving advice and counsel, 
which is often quite as mecessary. 
Note will be made of the work as it 
progresses. 

Another number of the Social Ser- 
vice Bulletin has been published, 
making six in all: 

1. The Social Welfare Work of 
Unitarian Churches—A report by 
the Department. 

2. Working with Boys, by Elmer S. 
Forbes. 

axel ie Individual and the Social 
Order in Religion, by Frederick A. 
Hinckley. 


4. A Remedy for Industrial War- 
fare, by Charles W. Eliot. 


5. Some Unsettled Questions 
about Child Labor, by Owen R. 
Lovejoy. 


6. ‘The Social Conscience and the 
Religious Life, by Francis G. Pea- 
body. 


Bulletins can be had for free distri- 
bution on application to the Depart- 
ment. There have been added to 
the Social Service Library: ‘‘The 
Spirit of Youth in the City Streets,”’ 
Jane Addams, and ‘‘Women and the 
Trades,’’ Elizabeth B. Butler. 

The Secretary of the Department 
has kept appointments in the last 
month with the Alliances at North 
Easton, Newburyport, Norton, 
Second Church, Brookline, First 
Church in Boston, Chestnut Hill and 
Waltham, and has also lectured on 
“Phe Housing Problem and Town 
Planning,’ before the Needham 
Board of Trade. He has several 
engagements to lecture on this same 
subject before men’s clubs in the 
near future. 


‘he Library of the Meadville Theo- 
logical School lacks the following 
issues or entire volumes of WoRD 
AND Work for completing its files: 

Vol. I, Nos. 1, 2, 3- 
Vol. Ell, No.3. 
WolsaLV Vey E citire. 


Anyone who can supply any of the 
above will be doing the School a 
service by communicating with the 
Librarian, Rev. Walter C. Green, 
Meadville, Pa. 
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Every branch should pause in its 
work and give a few moments to the 
memory of Mrs. B. Ward Dix who 
died in Boston, January 6, 1910. 

For ten years Mrs. Dix was Presi- 
dent of the National Alliance and to 
her wise and sagacious counsels 
much of its growth and present effici- 
ency is due. During those ten years 
Mrs. Dix presided at nearly every 
meeting of the Executive Board 
coming from New York to Boston 
each month at her own expense and 
travelling much to branches, Confer- 
ences and other gatherings. In fact 
she gave her whole mind and heart 
to the Alliance making it the para- 
mount interest in her life. 

The opportunities of the Alliance 
were early foreseen by her and with 
great judgment she shaped its poli- 
cies and directed its activities. 

She was largely instrumental in 
establishing the Alliance missionary 
work in the Southern circuits in 
which she became intensely inter- 
ested. She selected the land for the 
first chapel at Shelter Neck and 
took part in the service of dedication. 
Dix House remains her memorial. 

The generous self-sacrifice of Mrs. 
Dix should never be forgotten by the 
branches, and the National Alliance 
remembering her patient, persistent 
devotion and effective work in ithe 
eatly days of the organization pays 
an affectionate and appreciative trib- 
ute to her memory. 


A service in memory of Mrs. Dix 
will be held on Friday, February 
eleventh, at 2.30 o’clock in Bulfinch 
Place Church, Boston, to which all 
friends are invited. 


The Executive Board held its 
monthly meeting on Jan. 14, 1910 
with twenty three present from New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania and Canada. 

The usual routine business was 
transacted and a preliminary itiner- 
ary for the Pacific Coast trip con- 
sidered and discussed. 

Mrs. William G. Tracy, 620 James 
St., Syracuse, New Vork was de- 
clared elected as a director for that 
state. 

The resignation of Miss Lucy 
Lowell from the P. O. Mission com- 
mittee was accepted with great re- 
gret, her presence and judicious 
counsel having been of much value 
to the committee. 

The name of Mrs. Sarah Fairfield 
Hamilton has been placed on the 
In Memoriam list. 

The report of the clerk showed 
much work done. A package of 
books has been sent to Proctor Acad- 
emy and a box of religious books to 
Rev. Mr. Royall in Alabama. New 
editions of Leaflets 2 and 5 are 
ready, also ‘‘Instructions for forming 
branches,”’ 


National 


News from the southern circuits 
continue satisfactory with the excep- 
tion of Mr. Gibson who is too ill to 
preach. ‘The Sunday school at Shel- 
ter Neck received a Christmas gift 
of a dozen new copies of the Testa- 
ment and Psalms from the Sunday 
school in Canton, Mass., through 
Miss Ellen H. Crehore. The schools 
at Shelter Neck and Swansboro had 
each an entertainment and Christ- 
mas tree through the kindness of 
friends. 

No new appeal was presented but 
it is desirable that those now before 
the branches should receive atten- 
tion. Richmond especially needs the 
amount hoped for before February 
24th when a payment falls due. 

Reports were received from the 
Middle States and Canada. At the 
next meeting on February 11th re- 
ports will be due from the Pacific 
Coast and New England except 
Massachusetts. 


Greeting her branches, Mrs Forbes, 
Vice President for the Middle States 
says: 

‘Inthe year that we have just entered 
upon, let us earnestly try to keep our 
branches in close touch with all the move- 
ments for the uplift of the world that is 
possible to us, following out the declared 
object of the Alliance. 

“The denominational life in all its 
phases, must be kept clearly before the 
people and their responsibility empha- 
sized, lest the fellowship so necessary to 
the best and fullest growth of the denomi- 
nation grow feeble and die. The practical 
side of the work must be carefully attended 
to also, and along the lines of social service 
we must be very keenly conscious of oppor- 
tunities and needs. Applied Christianity 
must be one of our first objects and lest 
the impetus fail just here, we must be 
careful to carry out the first declaration 
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in our by-laws as to the object of our exist- 
ence, namely, ‘to quicken the religious 
life of our Unitarian churches,’ in other 
words, if we have no Christianity to apply 
we must perforce fail to be of service to 
God or his children. If all this seems 
hard and at times almost impossible 
under discouraging circumstances, we may 
remember a sentiment of a Christmas 
card of this year, ‘When the Outlook is 
not good try the Uplook.’”’ 


Of the three branches in N. Y. City the 
Lenox Avenue has the largest member- 
ship, 154, and very elaborate programs. 
Philanthropic and P. O. M. comuittees 
report splendid work. A Helping Hand 
Fund, is kept up, by private subscription, 
from which many appeals are answered 
and gifts sent to fairs. A circle has been 
formed of college graduates, which holds 
separate meetings, keeping in touch with 
Alliance work. 


The Messiah branch with over 90 mem- 
bers, is enjoying a series of talks by Rev. 
John Haynes Holmes on : ‘‘ Six Prophets 
of the Lord.” It’s P. O. M. extends into 
20 States. It has five travelling libraries 
for ministers, all much called for. Twenty- 
five dollars was appropriated for Mrs. 
Davis’ trip, special interest being taken in 
it, as she is a member of the branch. 


All Souls with 98 members, devotes its 
meetings to readings by Rev. Thomas R. 
Slicer from the proof sheets, in advance of 
publication, of Emerson’s Journal, through 
the courtesy of his son, Dr. Emerson. 
Later the class will alternate with one for 
the study of Browning. These classes are 
attended by many, not Unitarians, who 
have eventually come into the church and 
taken pews. 


In Brooklyn the Samaritan Alliance 
heads the list with a membership of 95, 
holding business and sewing meetings, 
alternating every two weeks. Work is cut 
out and made for the annual fair, for the 
benefit of the Willow Place Chapel. 
Exceedingly interesting papers were given 
by Miss Low and Mrs. Forbes on: ‘‘The 
church of the Saviour Past-Present-Fut- 
ure.” The branch each fall entertains 
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the members of the church at an informal 
dinner. 


Second Church, Brooklyn, with 80 mem- 
bers, has papers mostly written by its 
own members, the subjects being sug- 
gested by a literary committee which 
meets once a month at Mrs. Chadwick’s 
for readings. The beneficence committee 
takes care of the annual church sale, and 
the hospitality committee, at the last 
sale served tea and crackers for ‘‘ friend- 
ship sake” alone, an unusual occurrence. 


Unity Church, Brooklyn, 56 members are 
listening this winter to fine papers by the 
literature committee on Edw. Everett 
Hale, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Alfred 
Tennyson, George Meredith, Frederic 
Myers, William Ernest Henley, J. Henry 
Shorthouse. The formal opening of Unity 
House, adjoining the church was an occas- 
ion for great rejoicing, and a special pro- 
gram and collation was prepared. Friendly 
Aid, and Social Life, as well as P. O. M. 
and Cheerful Letter Committee are all 
active. The branch has given $500. an- 
nually, towards the Church Building Fund 
for the last five years, and also provides 
flowers for Sunday, and church decorations 
at Christmas and Easter. A new idea is 
being carried out successfully, that of 
bringing jellies, etc., to be sold to members 
after the meetings. 


The Flatbush Branch of 61 members has 
papers written mostly by members. Its 
Ways and Means Committee have been en- 
ergetic in working for a Dutch Supper, 
a fair, and a ‘Dollar Social.” To quote 
the secretary; ‘‘The attendance at the 
meetings is good, the papers well prepared 
and enjoyable, and the social half hour 
with which the meeting concludes brings 
the members closer together.” 


The branch in Newburg has 52 members, 
with interesting meetings, having some one 
to speak on various subjects, with one 
meeting devoted to music. The past year 
each member has given a penny a day, the 
sum realized being so substantial that the 
usual spring sale was not held. The 
Alliance pays for the church music. The 
Work Committee takes orders for aprons 
and also keeps a stock on hand for sale at 
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each meeting. There is a girl’s club 
which devotes two evenings a month to 
embroidery, and two to cooking, all taught 
by members. 


New Brighton, Ll. I., with 43 members 
holds its meetings regularly. Money 
raised in different ways, goes to Parish 
House Fund, Piano Fund for Sunday 
School and Church furnishings. 


Yonkers, with 44 members, holds three 
monthly meetings, a sewing meeting, a 
business meeting, and at the third a 
speaker. Subjects have been: ‘‘Simplicity 
and Common Sense in the Art of Living,” 
‘*Modern Service in a MedievalCathedral,”’ 
etc. The many committees are all active. 
P. O. Mission reports 225 tracts distributed 
from a drug store. 


The little Flushing branch with its 19 
members holds gatherings regularly, and 
a full hour is usually spent with the bus- 
iness followed by a short recess, and then 
reading aloud by one of the members. 
The Religious News, and Philanthropic 
News reports are especially interesting 
and call forth much favorable comment. 
The Alliance this year is contributing 25 
cents to each appeal in WORD AND WorRK. 
Meetings are always opened with the read- 
ings of a chapter from ‘‘Abba Father,”’ by 
Pres. Hyde, of Bowdoin College. 


Troy has begun its new year under very 
happy conditions and is planning for just 
as busy a year as the last, which seemeda 
banner year. A ‘‘ Feast of Days”? held 
just before Easter netted $108.32 which was 
used for putting in two large double win- 
dows in the ladies’ parlor. 

Many other activities have resulted in a 
comfortable income, which has been dis- 
bursed for keeping the church edifice in 
good order, and furnishing social oppor- 
tunities, answering requests of sister 
branches, and the National appeals and 
contributing to local and other philanthro- 
pies. P.O. Mission has been actively pros- 
ecuted. ‘We have been worth $587.20 
and now have $229.86.’ Reading Club is 
studying the old California missions. 


Barneveld branch sent a most interesting 
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report. This historical old church, mod- 
elled after King’s Chapel, has a beautiful 
Unity Hall in colonial style. The church 
was incorporated in 1803 and in 1805 Rev. 
John Sherman, a grandson of Roger Sher- 
man, one of the signers of the Declara- 
tion of Independence, was called as the 
first minister. The Alliance this year 
has raised four hundred and eighty dol- 
lars, has sent $2. for southern circuit, 
a barrel of clothing to Tuskegee and art- 
icles to two fairs; has held a Harvest 
Festival which netted over $90. 

Four hundred and seventy-seven dollars 
been have contributed toward church and 
hall expenses. Five dollars have been 
used for P. O. mission work. Mrs, Weath- 
erly writes ‘‘ [think we have a fine organi- 
zation with many willing workers, and 
1910 should be as prosperous as last year. 


The Albany branch holds regular meet- 
ings the first Wednesday in each month 
from October to May. After the business 
it is the custom to have a talk on some 
interesting subject, and light refreshments 
at the close. Membership to date is about 
twenty-five, but will be increased before 
the year closes. Have had one entertain- 
ment the net proceeds of which were 
$14.25, and one supper which netted just 
$100. Have given $115 for the expenses 
of the church, $3 for flowers for the sick, 
and responded to appeals for church fairs, 
and also made a small contribution of 
money to Proctor Academy and for the 
building site of a church at Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. 


Schenectady is reported as active in 
all church work, harmonious and united 
in their object of paramount importance, 
that of having a church edifice suited to 
their needs. 


The Rochester branch numbers about 
fifty members and holds fortnightly 
meetings. A Christmas sale netted $575. 
Twenty-five Thanksgiving baskets were 
sent to needy families. The Neighborhood 
Friendly of sixty little girls continues to 
meet Saturday mornings to receive in- 
struction in sewing, housekeeping, and 
the care of younger brothers and sisters. 
The P. O. Mission reports increased actiy- 
ity owing to its being a ‘Taft year.” 
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Readings from selected books are a fea- 
ture of each meeting, followed by discus- 
sion and tea. 


Ithaca offers an attractive printed pro- 
gram with names and addresses of officers 
and members. Alternate literary and 
social meetings are held fortnightly, with 
a few moments devoted to Current Events. 
During July and August the church parlor 
was opened weekly as a rest room, with a 
member of the Alliance in attendance. A 
special effort has been made to reach the 
University students, and $35 given towards 
keeping the church open during the sum- 
mer school, with gratifying results. Car- 
riages were furnished and the sick taken 
for drives in August and September. In 
October a Sunshine Circle was formed. A 
young people’s society has been organized 
jn which Alliance members are working. 
Help has been given the district nurse and 
the Social Service League. Money has 
been raised by sales and Alliance dues. 
P. O. Mission work has not been done 
directly through the Alliance, but is effec- 
tively carried on by a committee appointed 
by the church trustees, and large numbers 
of sermons are distributed. 


Last year the Gouverneur branch added 
to both interest and attendance by organ- 
izing a successful Study Class where the 
life and works of George Eliot, Margaret 
Fuller and other famous women are dis- 
cussed. This year the same plan is pur- 
sued, taking as subjects present day men 
and women prominent in reform. Finan- 
cially this branch has paid its own ex- 
penses and in some degree aided the 
church. P. O. Mission work was inter- 
rupted by the loss of the secretary, but is 
now going forward. This branch has 
nearly doubled its membership since Igo1 
when it was reorganized with fifteen 
members. 


The Syracuse branch reports an un- 
usually large average attendance. Papers 
have been read upon timely subjects such 
as ‘Phe Consumer’s League,” “‘ The Jew- 
ish Settlement,” ‘‘ The Trade School,” and 
others. Dr. Calthrop and Rey. Elizabeth 
Padgham have given papers of a more re- 
ligious nature. The annual Department 
Store was a greater success than ever be- 
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fore, the total receipts being $818.80. Un- 
der the auspices of the Social Interests 
Committee various food sales, luncheons, 
and a supper in honor of Dr. Calthrop’s 
eightieth birthday have been given. Each 
member of the Hospitality Committee has 
been assigned a section of the church in 
order that strangers after service may be 
sure of a welcome. A pledge has been 
given for $10 to be contributed annually 
for a period of five years toward the South- 
ern Circuit work, and $185 has been set 
aside for an organ fund. The Cheerful 
Letter committee has ten members and 
works effectively. The P. O. Mission 
reports great activity. Sermons have been 
placed in hotel offices and in the railway 
station. 


The Liberal Christian Guild of James- 
town issues an interesting printed pro- 
gram containing by-laws and constitution, 
and a membership and memorial list. A 
literary and a social meeting are held each 
month. Meetings held during mid-sum- 
mer enable this branch to enjoy out-of- 
door meetings at the summer homes of 
members, Literary programs consist of 
the reading of sermons by eminent Uni- 
tarian preachers, 


The Parkside (Buffalo) branch is now 
holding all day meetings and three new 
members have been added. A good num- 
ber of useful articles have been made for 
local charitable institutions. At one meet- 
ing a talk was given upon Channing by 
Mr. Boynton. Social suppers are given to 
promote fellowship. 


At the First Unitarian Church of Buffalo 
monthly literary meetings are held from 
November to May. Mr. Boynton’s talks 
upon Channing filled out the year until 
the annual meeting in April. In Noyvem- 
ber the Alliance meeting of the Middle 
States Conference took the place of the 
regular meeting and the branch received a 
strong impetus therefrom, shown since in 
increased attendance. At the December 
meeting Mr. Henry Ware Sprague gave 
his paper on “‘ The Boys and the Future 
Church”’ read at the National Conference 
in Chicago. 

Rey. Thomas Clayton has made an ap- 
peal for Allegheny, Pa., and #50 has been 
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given for that work. A number of other 
appeals have been answered, the funds 
being provided by a cake sale at Easter 
and the membership fees. The P. O. 
Mission is active and is endeavoring to 
enlarge its scope. 


At the Alliance Meeting of the Confer- 
ence of the Middle States and Canada held 
in Buffalo in November eighteen branches 
responded to the roll-call with brief re- 
ports. 

Rey. Elizabeth Padgham gave a sugges- 
tive and admirable paper upon ‘“‘ The 
Spiritual Side of Alliance work.” She 
was followed by Mrs. Sargent and Mrs. 
Harding, delegates from the New York 
League who spoke upon “Co-operation 
and Responsibility,’ and Miss Low closed 
the meeting with her inspiring word. As 
a result of the enthusiastic interest engen- 
dered by the Conference, the Syracuse 
branch has invited the near-by Alliances 
to a ‘‘ Neighborhood Day” in March to 
discuss plans and purposes and increase 
acquaintance with one another. 

Other fruits of the Conference are shown 
in the reports. One writes: ‘We must 
have brought back and imparted our en- 
thusiasm, for at to-day’s business meeting 
we had over forty —a large number for us, 
and such a good time.” 

Another: ‘I only wish we might all 
have been there. I feel it is really worth 
the effort we are making, and that we are 
indeed a part of a great body and a great 
work.” 


The New Jersey branches have advanced 
to another year of upward growth. Ridge- 
wood still keeps its good courage. They 
are jubilant because the mortgage on the 
church was cleared off a year and a half 
before it was due, through the efforts of the 
Alliance. Now they are raising funds for 
necessary repairs to the church, for cur- 
rent expenses and minister’s salary. 

In Elizabeth the membership is steadily 
increasing. The subject of the program 
this year is ‘‘ Religious Leaders.” They 
are now enjoying an associate minister. 
Have furnished the church parlor, sent 
books to a library in Dakota and games to 
Dix House. 
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Summit is still few in numbers but full 
of courage. As the minister opposes all 
sales, or entertainments to make money 
they spend their time sewing for charities 
of the town. They are considering the 
advisability of having a prepared and 
printed program for the meetings. They 
organized as national members. 

Rutherford holds fortnightly meetings 
all the year round, in summer all day 
picnic meetings at members’ homes. Held 
a reception for babies of the parish and 
their mothers. A Musical Tea, an Experi- 
ence Party producing much mirth. A But- 
terfly sale and supper netted $279 and $250 
is in the treasury toward a Parish House. 
Is now considering Hymns and Hymn 
Writers. Contributed to Southern Circuit 
work. Sends flowers in summer to a 
flower mission in N. Y. City, and plants or 
flowers to sick in parish. Sewing for chil- 
dren’s ward of Passaic Hospital. A Junior 
Alliance is in a most flourishing condition. 

Plainfield has held a most successful 
sale. At the regular meetings held at the 
homes, a miscellaneous program is enjoyed. 

Orange holds regular monthly meetings. 
The Friendly committee collected $9 and 
160 new garments for distribution among 
local charities. Annual fair in November 
netted over $300. The branch pays organ- 
ist’s salary of $150 and makes a substantial 
gift tothe church. A Junior Alliance has 
been formed, doing good work. It serves 
refreshments to senior Alliance at regular 
meetings. 

Hackensack’s church door pulpit aver- 
ages fifteen sermons a month taken from 
rack. The branch is continuing pledge for 
five years to Southern Circuit work. Had 
given $50 to Trustees, and is making some 
needed improvements in church furnish- 
ings. Responded with $1 to each appeal 
in December WORD AND WORK. Has for 
program “ Religious Leaders” with good 
religious news reports and at alternate 
meetings addresses on ‘‘ Social Conditions 
of the Times.” The Christmas Bazaar 
brought in $155. Cheerful Letter Com- 
mittee has six correspondents. The Chris- 
tian Register and Unitarian are placed in 
the Public Library. There is a working 
Junior Alliance. 

Montclair has the largest membership 
in the state. Does much work for home 
charities and denominational missionary 
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work, and helps the home church. Has a 
fine program this year. 

Passaic has 34 members and meets twice 
amonth. Makes contributions to appeals, 
also a regular pledge for Southern Circuit 
work and helps the home church. 

The New Jersey Associate Alliance has 
one general and two executive board meet- 
ings during the year, but is now, at the 
solicitation of some of the branches, con- 
sidering the advisability of holding an- 
other general meeting in New Jersey, 


At the January meeting of the New York 
League in the Lenox Ayenue Church, an 
almost perfect tribute to Mrs. Dix was 
given by Mrs. Catlin. Miss Low also 
spoke and the League responded by a ris- 
ing vote to the resolution of appreciation 
and sympathy proposed by Mrs. Davis. 

Mrs. Fisher A. Baker, in her report of 
Religious News, spoke of the new Unitar- 
ian movement on Washington Heights, 
New York City; of the broad liberalism in 
the recent utterances of Dr. George A. 
Gordon of Boston, and Dr. Philip Moxom 
of Springfield; and commented on Presi- 
dent Taft’s view of foreign missions as a 
great force for civilization. 

The address of the morning on The 
Responsibility of Unitarian Churches 
toward Social Problems, was to have been 
given by Rev. Chas. E, St. John. In the 
illness of Mr. St. John, Rev. Merle St. C. 
Wright took his place on very brief notice, 
and gave a stimulating address empha- 
sizing the responsibilities of Unitarian 
women and dwelling on their need of care- 
ful self-education in these directions. 

Mrs. Jesse M. Smith told of the Day 
Home and School for Crippled Children, 
maintained largely by the Lenox Avenue 
Church. After the meeting a large party 
visited the school. 


‘he record of the Baltimore Branch is 
one of activity and its outlook is encourag- 
ing. Business meetings are held regularly 
once a month with a box lunch. Several 
names have been added to the membership 
roll and new work is contemplated. The 
settlement work at Channing House still 
goes on with an increase of material aid 
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from the Alliance treasury. The Post 
Office Mission Committee has included the 
supervision of the literature distributed 
from the racks at the rear of the church. 
The Cheerful Letter Committee shows 
most encouraging activity. The Program 
Committee, outlined a very attractive 
schedule, proposing literary, benevolent, 
and social entertainments, in addition to 
the regular business meetings. In re- 
sponse to Miss Low’s letter, a sum was 
subscribed toward the expenses of a dele- 
gate to the Pacific Coast. A scholarly 
lecture by Rey. Mr. Pierce of Washington 
was much appreciated and enriched the 
treasury by a goodly sum. The Baltimore 
branch looks forward to future work with 
increased interest. 


The branch at Washington, D. C., is 
much interested in the P. O. Mission and 
has appropriated $35 for use of committee. 
Many gifts for fairs have been sent away 
and a library is being collected for Ash- 
down, Arkansas. The program for the 
yearis a miscellaneous one embracing thus 
far The Destiny of Man, The Juvenile 
Court, The Sabbath in Puritan New Eng- 
land and The Influence of Unitarianism 
on Philanthropy. The most engrossing 
work of the season has been a church sale 
for increasing the building fund. ‘The 
sale was managed by a committee from the 
church and from the Alliance and was held 
in the New Willard Hotel. An entertain- 
ment of “stately and classic dances”? paid 
the entire expenses of the sale with a large 
sum to be turned into the treasury. The 
profits of entertainment and sale were 
$1279.71 with receipts yet to come in, 

The presence of Pres. Taft at the 
entertainment was very gratifying, and a 
contribution of flowers from the White 
House conservatories for the sale, was 
appreciated as a gracious evidence of his 
interest in its success, 

Hereafter the Alliance will not be so 
entirely occupied with its own church 
affairs, and the next report may show in- 
creased activity in the general work. 

The report from Vineland, N. J. was an 
interesting one. The branch meets weekly 
with twenty-one members and has been 
addressed by Alliance members from other 
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branches and visited by Universalist, 
Baptist and Methodist friends. Cheerful 
letter work is done and a contribution sent 
for the Pacific Coast trip. 


The First Church, Philadelphia, ‘‘ the 
newest branch in the oldest church,’’ with 
eighty-four members continues fine meet- 
ings. Beginning the season with a musi- 
cal reception, other meetings haye been 
filled with special talks and discussions. 


Samuel Longfellow Guild of German- 
town reports attendance good and feeling 
harmonious. Many practical matters and 
needs of the church are attended to and 
#5 has been sent for the Pacific Coast 
journey. Interesting talks haye been 
given on civic questions including a bright 
historical account of the Pennsylvania 
Germans, the peculiar people who in many 
ways continue unchanged in this changing 
age. 


The Spring Garden branch, Philadelphia 
pursues its way steadily and quietly. The 
material end ever looms up, but with this 
is felt the aim of social fellowship and 
spiritual uplift. A Christmas fair was 
most absorbing with a result of four hun- 
dred dollars. 


At Franklin, Pa., the branch does not 
attempt literary work as this is cared for 
by other sections of church life. The P. 
O. Mission is active and the branch has 
lately undertaken the sale of Unitarian 
books with good result. Weekly sewing 
meetings and monthly socials are held. 


Erie, Pa., has a splendid programme of 
lectures under the auspices of the branch, 
The attendance is good and the interest 
great. 


The large branch at Pittsburg, Pa., is help- 
ing others and caring for many local needs. 
The John Campbell society of young peo- 
ple furthers the social life of the church 
and looks after all entertainments. P.O. 
Mission is very active, and the branch has 
succeeded in putting Unitarian literature 
into the public libraries. Pamphlets by 
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Parker, Channing and Emerson bound 
together are to be kept in the reference 
library as well as in the distributing sec- 
_tion. 

The Lancaster, Pa., reports a successful 
sale netting over $500, and various papers 
by members including one by Mrs. Shippen 
on Hymns and Hymn writers. 

At Alleghany, Pa., the sixteen members 
are busy raising money for the furnishing 
of the newchurch just nearing completion. 
Sewing is done and a study class con- 
ducted by the minister. 

The small branch of six plucky women 
in New Castle, Pa., is holding together and 
doing well. The director says “If in the 
big branches our women put the same 
energy and fire into their activities as do 
these lonely six what wonderful results we 
might have?’ They are pledged to give 
$30 each year to church expenses and pay 
the pianist for Sunday services. Gifts to 
needy are made from time to time. Sire 
things we can do we do cheerfully and 
without worrying.” 
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The director for Canada says:— 

In looking over the reports from the 
Canadian Branches I find much that is 
encouraging. They undoubtedly show 
much serious effort, self sacrifice and 
devotion to the faith we hold so dear and 
to the cause for which they were organized. 

The old idea of church isolation is fad- 
ing, and the spirit of fellowship is taking 
its place. The women of the denomina- 
tion realize the importance of working 
together, thus gaining courage through 
the example of others and overcoming 
difficulties which at one time would have 
appeared insurmountable. Never have 
we had such opportunities of placing the 
message of our liberal faith before an en- 
quiring public, let not our branches be 
slow to embrace it. It is not enough to 
keep well filled racks of literature in our 
church vestibules, each branch must seek 
some well devised means whereby it can 
go forth and meet this great demand. If 
advertising is too costly, sermons and 
Christian Registers can often be placed in 
public reading rooms, for the harvest is 
ripe, the implements stand waiting, let 
the laborers use them diligently, but also 
with discretion. 
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The Toronto branch held meetings 
through the summer and has an interest- 
ing programme for the coming months. 
The treasury received nearly $200 from a 
supper and a bazaar, and $100 has been put 
away for a new church. Various appro- 
priations of money have been made among 
them $10 to the Winnipeg church. 

The Ottawa branch reports larger atten- 
dance and much interest in a somewhat 
unusual list of subjects considered. The 
question ‘‘ Should mistresses as well as 
maids be recommended?’’ caused much 
discussion. ‘‘Home making or housekeep- 
ing” and ‘‘ Government annuities for 
women’? were also topics. The P. O. 
Mission has widened its activities and 
much literature has been distributed. 
The Unitarian has been placed inthe read- 
ing room of the Public Library. The 
branch has received many congratulations 
for being the first woman’s organization 
in the city to petition the government for 
a pardon in the case of Mrs. James Robin- 
son under sentence of death. This case 
was afterwards taken up by almost every 
woman’s organization in Canada. 

The Hamilton branch continues to work 
to raise the $200 pledged each year to the 
support of the church, and anything over 
that is usually devoted to church furnish- 
ings. An appeal was made to the branches 
in the Middle States Conference for hand- 
kerchiefs for a sale and thirty-five articles 
were received. ‘This was most gratifying 
for the articles sent were lovely,” and 
eighty dollars were realized. 

The report from the English speaking 
branch in Winnipeg is very encouraging, 
“Our first work was the holding of social 
evenings at homes of members, for we were 
strangers to one another and it was neces- 
sary to become acquainted. The hostess, 
on each occasion served sandwiches, cake 
and coffee, and during the evening a 
basket was passed around for contribu- 
tions. Several times, when the weather 
was very cold, tea and coffee has been ser- 
ved after the evening service. This seemed 
to be very acceptable and helped to detain 
the congregation, whereby we became 
acquainted with the husbands of our Alli- 
ance women, and the other men who had 
joined our little Society.”’ 


We greatly miss Mrs. Pratt in our Alli- 
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ance: she was its organizer and its life, 
full of energy and always ready with sug- 
gestions, which we readily adopted; but 
we know that her strong religious person- 
ality is even more needed in Calgary just 
now in helping her husband, Rey. Frank 
W. Pratt, to start a Unitarian society there. 
The Montreal branch with an average 

attendance of forty, sustains its annual 
subscriptions to Meadville students, the 
Southern circuits and The Christian Reg- 
ister. Has given $25 to the Winnipeg 
church, $5 towards the Pacific Coast trip 
and many minor sums in various direc- 
tions, including $20 for the P. O. Mission. 
Two years and a halfagothe branch agreed 
to pay $3600. for re-building the organ, and 
has already paid $2800. of thatamount. An 
active P. O. Mission is increasing each 
year and a literary programme includes 
may topics of general interest. 


Miss Low wishes to tell the 
branches how much she is enjoying 
her ‘‘ Alliance Calendar,’’ and to 
thank them one and all for their part 
init. It has brought a new joy with 
each leaf which has been taken off 
and promises a daily pleasure during 
the whole year. 


The British League of Unitarian 
Women is succeeding in forming 
branches and systematizing work 
along similar lines to the Alliance. 
American women are watching with 
deep interest the progress of the 
work in England and are gratified to 
know that their experience is of 
value. As time goes on there will 
doubtless be closer co-operation. 
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The January Calendar of the Kid- 
derminster, Eng., church had the 
following ‘‘ New Resolutions.’ 1, J 
will attend the services of the church 
regularly. 2. I will give my per- 
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sonal service in any way I can be of 
use. 3. I will teach in the Sunday 
school if required. 4. I will make 
my church known to outsiders and 
endeavor to induce them to come to 
its services. 5. I will do all I can in 
the New Year to nourish my spiritual 
life by private prayer and public 
worship. 6. I will endeavor to live 
uprightly according to conscience 
and in the spirit of Christ. These 
words may well be repeated by every 
Alliance branch at the beginning of 
the year. 


The importance of the General 
Hlection just held in England was 
deeply felt by the Free Churchmen, 
and a ‘‘ Call to Prayer’’ was sent to 
liberal churches all over the country. 
The appeal for special prayer called 
attention to the momentous issues 
involved in the election and spoke 
of the crisis as essentially religious. 
The women of the English liberal 
churches very generally took an ac- 
tive interest in the political move- 
ments. 


An exquisitely carved font cover 
has been given to the Sharnbrook 
church in England, in memory of 
Miss Edith Martineau, Dr. Martin- 
eau’s youngest daughter. The cary- 
ing is the work of a rural postman in 
the Highlands of Scotland, a member 
of a carving class carried on by the 
Misses Martineau near their Scottish 
home for twenty years. 


The branch Alliance of All Souls 
Unitarian Church, Winnipeg, are 
planning a sale of Aprons at Easter 
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time, and ‘‘we take this method of 
asking the Alliances to assist us.’’? A 
contribution of any kind, style, size, 
shape or color in the semblance of an 
apron will be thankfully received. 
Mrs. William G. Bale, 69 Maryland 
St., Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. 


The Butte Women’s Alliance de- 
sire to express their hearty thanks 
for the cordial and very friendly re- 
sponses given by the branches of the 
National Alliance all over the country 
to their request for contributions to 
the sale held in December from which 
was netted $200. The kind words of 
cheer and good will, as well as the 
many dainty and salable articles, 
which were sent, gave added vigor 
to our work and hope to our hearts. 

We are few in numbers and our 
burden is heavy, but we feel that our 
work is well worth while if we can 
but help our_minister to keep alive 
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the spirit of freedom and the religion 
of social righteousness for which we 
are standing here in the far north- 
west. 


On Monday, February 7th at 11 A. 
M., in Channing Hall, Boston a 
meeting of officers of New England 
branches will be held. Treasurers 
and vice-presidents will be especially 
addressed. Presidents and all 
officers are invited to present ques- 
tions arising from their experience 
that the discussion may be helpful. 


Amounts now needed for the 
Appeals:— 
Allegheny, Pa. - - $288.00 
Richmond, Va. - - 185.00 
Bellingham, Wash. - 85.00 
Waverly, Mass. - - 420.00 
Green Harbor, Mass. - 62.00 
Pacific School - - 90.00 


Young People’s Religious Union 
of the Cnitarian Church 


Headquarters; Room 11, 25 Beacon Street, Boston 


Rev. HENRY H. SAUNDERSON, President 


Miss GRACE R. Torr, Secretary 


Mr. O. ARTHUR MCMuRDIE, J7reasurer 


Directors’ Meeting 


The sixth regular meeting of the 
Executive Board of the National 
Young People’s Religious Union for 
1909-1910 was held in Room 11, 25 
Beacon St., Boston, Mass., on Tues- 
day afternoon, Jan. 11, 1910, at half 
past two o’clock. 

President Saunderson presided and 
there were present: Miss Burrage, 
Miss Cline, Miss Everett, Miss Faxon, 
Mr. Harwood, Mr. Lyon, Mr. Shurt- 
leff and the secretary. 

The report of the secretary was 
read and accepted, and the bills for 
the month were approved. 

The president made a report of the 
state of the treasury, going carefully 
into detail as to ways and means; 
and speaking also of the Field Work 
in detail. 

Mr. Saunderson leaves Jan. 12 on 
a three weeks’ trip; while Rey. 
A. D. K. Shurtleff is to start on 
another trip about the middle of 
February, an outline of which was 
presented. Rev. Henry W. Foote 
has already made one trip and will 
make another before the first of May. 

VOTED: to approve the plans for 
Field Work Rey. A. D. K. Shurtleff 
is to do. 

VOTED: to approve the expenses 
for office equipment. 

VOTED: to adjourn. 


GRACE R. Torr, 
Secretary. 


Union-at-Large 


The Union-at-Large still pursues 
its work every month; and while not 
as large as a year ago, feels that it is 
accomplishing the purpose for which 
it was established. 

The committee is anxious for 
friendly suggestions and will be glad 
of advice or additional names of 
young people away from home. 

Some time ago renewal blanks 
were sent to all past members, in the 
hopes of keeping the membership an 
active, interested one. Those who 
have finished school or college may 
not care to renew their membership ; 
but no doubt many have neglected to 
return their blanks, so have not 
made it clear to the committee that 
they wish to continue receiving the 
monthly pamphlets. It is not too 
late now. Those wishing the litera- 
ture sent should see that their blanks 
are sent in at once. 

Ministers and young people’s 
societies should be constantly on the 
watch for the names of possible new 
members, sending the same to the 
chairman of the Union-at-Large 
Committee, Miss Marguerite Fellows, 
25 Beacon St., Boston, Mass. 


Contributions 


Contributions for our work are 
coming in very slowly when it is 
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remembered that but three months 
remain before the books of the treas- 
urer close for the year. We have 
said little about our needs this year, 
although they are fully as great, if 
not more so, than ever. The fair 
was a great help, to be sure: but it 
must be borne in mind that these 
proceeds have to be depended upon 
to assist very materially in defraying 
the expenses of the year when no 
fair is held. ‘Then, too, like every- 
thing else, our expenses are ever on 
the increase. We cannot expect to 
grow and prosper without this nat- 
ural consequence. 

In sending contributions the needs 
of the National Union should be kept 
in mind first. After that the two 
special objects — the Field Secretary 
and Urbana, Ill. Special contribu- 
tions might be taken for each one or 
the proceeds of certain entertain- 
ments be devoted to them. One of 
the federations has recently donated 
the proceeds of a play for one of 
these objects. 

Urbana is a college-town church, 
presided over by a former officer of 
the National Union who is still one 
of our faithful workers. This work 
should interest us and certainly de- 
serves our generous support. The 
work in college-town churches is ex- 
tremely important and of far-reaching 
influence. Every Unitarian minister 
in such a church can relate many a 
tale of the young thinker who has 
had Unitarianism revealed to him 
during his university course. 

The work of Rev. Henry W. Foote, 
as Secretary of Education, is equally 
as important and calls for our interest 
and loyal support. For the present 
this work will be conducted from 
Ann Arbor, but later the headquar- 


ters will be in Room 11 of the Uni- 
tarian Building, Boston. Mr. Foote 
will be closely allied to young people 
and their work, and will be able to 
give much valuable advice and in- 
formation as time goes on. 


Field Work 


We are doing much more Field 
Work than ever before. On Jan. 12 
our president, Rev. Henry H. Saun- 
derson, started on a three weeks’ 
trip through Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
West Virginia, etc., visiting Phila- 
delphia, Pa., Wilmington, Del., 
Washington, D. C., Morgantown, 
W. Va., Marietta, Ohio, Wheeling, 
W. Va., Youngstown, Ohio, Salem, 
Ohio, Cincinnati, Ohio, Pittsburg, 
Homestead, McKeesport, and Mead- 
ville, Pa. Asa Billings lecturer for 
the American Unitarian Association, 
Mr. Saunderson will visit these 
churches and newer movements, 
speaking wherever possible as a re- 
presentative of the National Union. 

In the middle of February Rev. A. 
D. K. Shurtleff, one of our vice presi- 
dents, will visit churches and unions 
in Illinois and Iowa for a few 
weeks. Rev. Henry W. Foote has 
already made one trip in the interest 
of his new work and will undertake 
another before the first of May. 


Life Memberships 


Never has there been a year when 
such great gains have been made in 
our Life Memberships. This has 
been due almost entirely to the fair 
and to the establishment of a per- 
manent Life Membership Committee 
for this purpose. There are a great 
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many Unitarians who are wholly un- 
aware of what the young people of 
the denomination are doing, but who 
would be glad to contribute the ten 
dollars necessary to become a Life 
Member, for the sake of helping 
along this work, provided the sub- 
ject was once called to their attention. 
These the chairman, Miss Melvin, is 
desirous of reaching and interesting, 
Anyone wishing information on this 
subject should address Miss Edith 
Melvin, 25 Beacon St., Boston, Mass. 
At the close of our fiscal year last 
May there was a membership of 
eighty four; at present the number is 
one ,hundred forty two. ‘The six 
additions since last month are: 


139. Mr. AbielJ. Abbott, Westford, 
Mass. 

140. Mr. Harold S. Lyon, West 
Bridgewater, Mass. 

141. Mrs. Shepherd Brooks, Boston, 
Mass. 

142. Mrs. Davies Wilson, Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

143. Mrs. Robert D. Evans, Boston, 
Mass. 

144. Mrs. David Hunt, Boston, 
Mass. 

Temperance 


It has been suggested that ‘tem- 
perance is a subject important enough 
to command the attention of our 
Unitarian Young People at their 
largest meetings. We can hardly 
afford fo seem indifferent when scien- 
tists, doctors, jurists, etc., the world 
over are giving the matter attention, 


to say nothing of the churches in gen- 
eral: 
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To members of our program com- 
mittees and to all who desire helps 
for their meetings this suggestion of 
temperance may prove a timely one. 
The Unitarian Temperance Society 
publishes a large number of tracts 
and pamphlets on this subject and 
will be glad to confer with anyone 
interested. 


Pilgrim Federation 


The Pilgrim Federation, composed 
of the unions and young people’s 
societies in and about Plymouth, have 
found it advisable to present a play 
during the course of each year. This 
is the third winter such a course has 
been pursued, those taking part being 
chosen from the different unions in 
the federation. The play was given 
in the various towns in the vicinity ; 
and during the first two years the 
proceeds over and above the expenses 
were divided. This year the presi- 
dent proposed that the proceeds be 
presented to the National Union for 
the Field Secretary. This has ac- 
cordingly been done, $51.07 having 
recently been received by the treas- 
urer towards this object. ‘‘Down in 
Maine ’’ was the play selected, being 
especially well received in Whitman, 
North Easton, West Bridgewater, 
Kast Bridgewater, Bridgewater, and 
Brockton. The cast has been invited 
to give a presentation in the Unitar- 
ian Church, Lynn, Mass., on Feb. 
It, and expects to be able to keep 
this appointment. 

The enterprise of the Pilgrim Fed- 
eration in this respect might well be 
emulated by other federations as well 
as by many of the unions. 
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Unitarian Temperance Society 


Rev. JOSEPH H. CROOKER, President 


Roslindale, Boston, Mass. 


(To whom all communications should be sent) 


RicHarp C. HumpureEys, Vice President 


Rev. A. D. K. SHURTLEFF, Secretary 


CHARLES H. STKARNS, 7reasurer, Brookline, Mass. 


Annual Membership: $1.00 


Life Membership: $25.00 
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What is Being Done 


I. It distributes every year many 
thousand copies of free tracts on more 
than a score of topics; admirable in 
quality and varied in character. It 
is the only temperance society in the 
country that gives away its publica- 
tions. 


II. It aids by correspondence 
many persons far and wide, who are 
engaged in temperance work — local 
leaders, Alliance speakers, and stu- 
dents of the drink problem. 


Ill. It furnishes, as far as pos- 
sible, speakers for Alliance Branches, 
and for all kinds of temperance 
meetings. 


Iv. It has recently become a 
member of the Inter-Church Tem- 
perance Federation of America and 
maintains a department in its monthly 
organ, The National Advocate, one of 
the leading temperance papers of the 
land, in this way reaching thousands 
of readers. 


V. Its president is active in news- 
“paper publicity, contributing many 
articles to leading journals; one re- 
cent article was reprinted (whole or 
parts) in nearly fifty periodicals. 


Requests 


A. ‘Thatministersof our churches, 
superintendents of tract racks, and 
Post Office Mission workers make a 
larger use of our tracts. 


B. ‘That Branches of the Women’s 
Alliance give at least one meeting a 
year to the subject of temperance. 


C. That Sunday Schools have at 
least one temperance service every 
year at which some mention of the 
tracts, work, and needs of this Society 
shall be made. Its special Sunday 
School services have been and ought 
still to be widely used. 


D. That the Young People’s 
Religious Union include the subject 
of temperance in their annual pro- 
grammes. 


E. That ministers, churches, 
Sunday Schools, Alliances, and 
Unions help the Society financially 
by becoming at least annual members 
by the payment of ove dollar. Some 
of these organizations might easily 
confer the honor of life membership 
($25.00) pon a prominent representa- 
tive. More money could be used to 
great advantage in this work for good 
citizenship. 
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American Unitarian Association 


Headquarters: 


Rev. SAMUEL A. Eniot, D.D., President 
Rev. Lewis G. Witson, Secretary 


25 Beacon Street, Boston 


FRANCIS H. LIncoLn, Treasurer 
Cc. L. Stespins, Publication Agent 
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This Association is not ashamed 
to stand for organized Liberalism in 
religion. It has outgrown provin- 
cialism, and is to-day thoroughly 
national in spirit and effect. It 
believes in organized effort, in disci- 
plined advance, in co-operative ac- 
tion. Unitarians like to say that 
their faith is not a body of opinion 
but a method of forming and holding 
opinions. While recognizing the 
beauty of the Unitarian spirit, this 
Association believes also in a Uni- 
tarian body. A disembodied soul is 
not an adequate agent for the work 
of this world. We believe in liberty, 
and hold ourselves stoutly indepen- 
dent of all outward authority and 
dictation, but it is a law of liberty by 
which we are to be judged. We re- 
ject bonds, but must we not accept 
bounds? Must we not have more 
cohesion among ourselves if we are 


to give wider diffusion to our 


thought ? 


It is needless to say that if our 
cause stands still it stagnates. It is 
a maxim of the military art that the 
army that stays always in its en- 
trenchments is beaten already. We 


are well prepared for advance, with a 
noble tradition behind us, with an 
acquired momentum, with a well- 
tested policy of administration, with 
opportunities of service everywhere 
inviting us. What do we wait for? 
For that uprising of zeal and earnest- 
ness in our churches which will sup- 
ply the essential elements of advance. 
There is an abundance of natural 
impatience among our members, but 
it is too often of that kind that mis- 
takes restlessness for progress and 
the removal of our neighbor’s land- 
marks for the enlargement of our 
own territory. It is of the kind that 
complains rather than works,—the 
kind that criticises but does not 
create. 

Our ardor is of no value if it is 
simply an impatience, or if it is 
merely a slothful approval of the 
cause which the Association tries to 
serve. Ours must be a steady en- 
thusiasm which cannot be baffled by 
delay, nor fretted by ridicule, nor dis- 
couraged by mistakes, but which is 
strong to do and to bear,—strong 
alike against restless haste and all the 
temptations of indifference. 
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Our fellowship is the 
poorer for the death 
during the last month 
of Rev. Reed Stuart, 
Rev. John C. Kimball and Rev. 
Victor J. Gilpin. No one of these 
gentlemen was in active charge of a 
church but Mr. Stuart and Mr. Kim- 
ball had long and honorable records 
in our ministry, while Mr. Gilpin 
was a recent graduate of Meadville, 
and lately in charge of the work at 
London, Ontario. Rev. Maxwell 
Savage formerly of Redlands, Cal., 
has accepted a call to the Church of 
the Messiah, Louisville, Ky. Rev. 
Austin §. Garver has resigned at the 
Second Parish in Worcester, Mass., 
after an honorable and fruitful minis- 
try of twenty-five years in that par- 


Ministerial 
Personals 


ish. He has been elected Pastor 
Emeritus. 

Only seventeen churches 
Separeeeee appearto have completed 


their contributions for 
the national work dur- 
ing the last month. The record of 
the giving is singularly uniform and 
unvaried. Of these seventeen, seven 
gave a little more than last year, 
seven gave a little less, and three 
gave the same. The banner church 
is the First Parish in Cambridge, 
with its noble gift of $1,300. Close 
behind comes the First Parish of 
Milton with $916. A good gain ap- 
pears in the gifts of the churches in 


Montpelier, Vt., Portland, Ore., 
Elizabeth, N. J., and Duxbury, 
Mass. The society at Bridgewater, 


Mass., continues its upward way. 
Twelve years ago the society gave 
nothing ; ten years ago and for sev- 
eral years after that it gave $10 a 
year, and now it has gone up to $47. 
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The society in Grafton, has for years 
given from $10 to $20 a year; this 
year it doubles last year’s gift of $20. 
The society in Chicopee trebles its 
little gift of $5 of last year, but that 
does not restore it to its old levels, 
for it used to give from $50 to $75 a 
year. It is to be hoped that the 
seven churches that gave less than 
last year will see that their record 
gets on to the right side of the column 
before the books close on April 30. 


The President of the 
Association is to go 
south this month. His 
appointments, begin- 
ning on March 4, are Cleveland and 
Cincinnati, Ohio, Louisville, Ky., 
and Nashville, Tenn., where he is to 
attend the meeting of the Religious 
Education Association. Thence he 
goes to Chattanooga, Tenn., Atlanta, 
Ga., and Jacksonville Fla., where he 
is to meet with the Southern Confer- 
ence. He expects to return to Bos- 
ton by March 19. The Secretary of 
the Association is now on the Pacific 
Coast in pursuance of the itinerary 
published in the last number of 
WorD AND WorK. He expects to 
return on or about the roth of April. 
The Secretary of the Publicity De- 
partment is now in Ohio holding, in 
co-operation with the Secretary of 
the Western Conference, a series of 
missionary meetings at Dayton, Ohio. 
He also has appointments at Alle- 
gheny, Pa., Wheeling, Fairmont 
and Parkersburg, West Virginia, and 
Marietta, Ohio. The Secretary of 
the Department of Education will 
join the President at the meeting of 
the Religious Education Association 
at Nashville. On the way thither 
he will visit Columbus, Ohio, the 
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seat of the Ohio State University, 
and Danville, Ky., the seat of the 
new Danville Industrial Institute. 


The Unitarian Calendar 
continues to grow in 
favor with the churches. 
This month, editions 
were printed for the churches in 
Dallas, Texas, North Andover, Mass., 
and Detroit, Mich. Several other 
churches will probably come in next 
month. Frequent words of apprecia- 
tion show that the Calendar is filling 
a real need and is doing excellent 
work in increasing the influence and 
interest of the churches taking it. 

Under the direction of the Secre- 
tary, a successful Conference and 
Rally were held in Chelmsford, 
Mass., on February 16. During the 
afternoon, Mr. Casson conducted a 
round-table for Unitarian workers, 
those present taking active and in- 
terested part in the discussion of 
many problems. In the evening, 
Rev. George F. Pratt, of Dorchester, 
Rev. D. Roy Freeman, of Braintree, 
and the Secretary spoke on ‘‘The 
Unitarian Crusade.’’? Requests have 
come from several of the societies 
represented, to have similar meetings 
held in their own churches. 

In response to the offer made last 
month to receive, edit and publish 
news notes of the churches, many 
letters favoring the plan have been 
received and much church news 
sent in. ‘The latter has been put in 
shape and sent on to the Unitarian 


papers. 


Publicity 
Department 


Bulletin No. 7 of the 


Department 

of Social Social Service series, 
and Public issued March 1, is a re- 
Service 


print of Miss Mary HE. 
Richmond’s paper, ‘‘Friendly Visit- 


ing,’’ read at the National Confer- 
ence of Charities. Miss Richmond 
is director of the Charity Organiza- 
tion Department of the Russell Sage 
Foundation, and has had a wide ex- 
perience in dealing with needy fami- 
lies. ‘This Bulletin should stimulate 
interest in this form of kindly ser- 
vice, and will be very helpful to those 
who are willing to undertake it. 

On January 25 the Secretary of 
the Department lectured on the 
‘‘Housing Problem’’ before the 
Men’s Club of the First Church in 
Cambridge. In the discussion which 
followed, the interesting fact was 
brought out that a member of the 
club was already attacking the prob- 
lem in a very practical way. He has 
purchased a block of twenty-eight 
houses which he is putting into thor- 
ough repair. He proposes to rent 
them at a rate which will return a 
fair interest on the money invested 
and at the same time be reasonable 
and just to the tenants. The man- 
agement of the estate will be of the 
most approved type, kindly and sym- 
pathetic, with a view to the welfare 
of the tenants as well as to the inter- 
ests of the owner. The Secretary of 
this Department would be glad to 
hear of other Unitarians who are try- 
ing to deal with the tenement house 
problem, either in this way or by 
erecting new buildings. 

Within the month the Secretary 
has addressed the Alliances at Som- 
erville, Watertown, Hyde Park, 
Taunton and West Somerville; also 
the Herford Club, and the Men’s 
Clubs of the Channing Church, Dor- 
chester, and the Second Church of 
Brookline. He has kept four 
preaching appointments, and has 
arrranged for and acted as chairman 
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of the People’s Meeting held every 
Sunday evening in Cambridge. 


The party of American 


eet ete! delegates to the Berlin 
of Foreign C : 
Relations ongress next summer 


is rapidly filling up, 
over 120 people having already en- 
rolled themselves and paid the initia- 
tory fee. There is room for a few 
more passengers but the prospects 
are that even these places will be 
filled within a week or two. Appli- 
cations should, therefore, be made at 
once. Zhe Christian Register and 
other papers have recently contained 
a forecast of the Congress, the pro- 
gramme of topics and speakers from 
various countries, etc. Everything 
promises an unusually interesting 
excursion and a Congress of great 
interest and influence upon the lib- 
eral mind of Europe. Applications 
should be sent to the secretary, 
Rev. Charles W. Wendte, 25 Beacon 
St., Boston, who will also furnish 
copies of the itinerary of travel and 
the forecast referred to. The time 
is fifty-two days; cost $375.00, which 
includes everything. There will 
also be in connection with it an ex- 
cursion to Hungary to celebrate the 
40oth anniversary of the founding of 
Unitarianism in that country, to- 
gether with a visit later to Venice, 
Florence and Milan, returning by 
way of the St. Gotthard Tunnel to 
Lucerne, Paris ahd Antwerp. ‘This 
excursion takes two weeks longer 
and costs $100.00 more. In Florence 
it is intended to lay a wreath upon 
the grave of Theodore Parker, the 
tooth anniversary of whose birth 
occurs next August. 
Messrs. Thos. Cook & Son have 
charge of the travel arrangements, 


and have prepared a circular of other 
European tours to be taken in con- 
nection with the Berlin Congress. A 
special conductor will be furnished 
every party of thirty persons, and 
special trains wherever possible. 


The plan inaugurated 
last fall of exhibiting 
and selling the books of 
the Association to our 
church congregations through the 
cooperation of local representatives 
was supposed to be the first attempt 
of this kind that had been made, but 
to his amazement and satisfaction the 
Publication Agent received in Dec- 
ember a letter from Mrs. Mary P. 
Wells Smith with a postscript read- 
ing as follows: ‘‘I well remember 
seeing Miss Sallie Ellis selling books 
in the vestibule of the Cincinnati 
Unitarian Church. She was the 
pioneer in the work, and very suc- 
cessful.’’ 

With so excellent an example, and 
so satisfactory a precedent, it need 
not be a matter of surprise that the 
unfolding of the project to our minis- 
ters brought forth a gratifyingly large 
and cordial response, adjectives like 
‘“‘excellent’’ and ‘‘capital’’ actually 
occurring in over a majority of the 
responses received. Where doubt 
was expressed, it was not (except in 
two or three cases) concerning the 
propriety of the procedure but the 
uncertainty of response from the 
congregations. The undertaking 
was entered upon primarily, how- 
ever, with the missionary purpose of 
giving the members of our churches 
an opportunity of really seeing and 
thereby acquainting themselves with 
the character and extent of our pub- 
lications, whether or not the books 
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were themselves ‘‘ compelling ’’ to 
the point of purchase. 

So the project was put into execu- 
tion to the extent of sending out 142 
shipments to as many different 
churches, all the way from Maine to 
Texas and from Florida to the Pacific 
Coast. About 6500 books were 
included in these parcels, represent- 
ing a total net value of approximately 
$3800. From reports already received 
it is evident that the sales will 
amount to $1500, nearly $1300 having 
already been paid in in cash, with 
twenty churches or more still to be 
heard from. Into circulation, there- 
fore, have been put over 2500 books 
with the Unitarianimprint, and most 
of them of direct Unitarian signifi- 
cance. 

This plan, moreover, is not one 
based upon a Christmas interest in 
books, although the shipments were 
made in the autumn,—for in most in- 
stances the books are to remain con- 
tinuously on exhibition for examina- 
tion and sale, those sold being re- 
placed with duplicates and the ex- 
hibit supplemented by new volumes 
as issued. It is interesting to note 
that the small parishes have sold 
relatively more books than the larger, 
almost without exception,—a demon- 
stration, is it not, of the practicabil- 
ity of this sort of effort to put books 
within reach of those who, without 
some special plan of this kind, could 
not possibly gain access to them? In 
many instances the ministers, and 
sometimes the officers or committees 
of Branch Alliances, or other active 
workers in the church, have acted as 
the local representatives. In not a 
few instances the ministers have 
spoken of the books from the pulpit, 
and mentioned them at social gather- 


ings. Notices have been put in 
church calendars, and placards put 
up near the books. Sometimes the 
exhibit has been made in the parson- 
age if no vestibule, parish house, or 
other suitable place in connection with 
the church building that was availa- 
ble. Indeed, wherever co-operation 
has been extended it has been cordial 
and not infrequently enthusiastic. 

It will not be out of place, without 
using names, to quote extracts from 
a few letters. From Illinois: ‘“The 
scheme is capital and awakens a lot 
of interest.”’ From Ohio: ‘The 
books are attracting more interest 
every Sunday. It is certainly an 
opportunity to make a selection 
which we did not enjoy before, and 
our people are beginning to appreci- 
ate it.’ From Montana: ‘‘I notice a 
greater interest in my sermons and 
in the church by those who have 
read the books. I am giving public- 
ity to the books by quoting occasion- 
ally in my sermons from one of them, 
saying at the same time that the book 
may be found at the rear of the room 
on exhibition and sale. I have no 
fears as tothe success of my work 
here if I can get the people to read- 
ing such books as the A. U. A. is 
turning out.’? From Iowa: “I am 
sure that all these orders have come 
as a result of seeing the books, and 
having them at hand; otherwise none 
of the books would have been pur- 
chased by people here.’’? From South 
Dakota: ‘‘Your plan of placing our 
Unitarian books before our people 
strikes a responsive chord in my 
being. AsI travel about somewhat, 
J have wished I had a little case that 
would contain some fifteen or twenty 
of our books that I might take with 
me to show our people. I feel as- 
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sured that a good work can be done 
along this line, and thus advance our 
cause.’? From a Southern state also 
comes the report that one of our min- 
isters, in the true missionary and 
not in a commercial spirit, carries 
selections of his exhibit of A. U. A. 
books with him on his visits around 
his scattered parish, in order that his 
people (not the Department) may 
have the benefit of possessing our 


publications. From another city in 
Iowa: ‘‘ Your plan interests me 
greatly. I have often wished, since 


coming out here, that the people 
could actually see our books, for I 
feel that many would be greatly in- 
terested in them. I believe this will 
prove a real missionary enterprise, 
and worth any minister’s while.’’ 
To that minister’s satisfaction, his 
people responded to his own interest, 
and although our orders in previous 
years from various parts of the coun- 
try show almost, or in fact, no call 
from that parish, the sales there as 
a result of the exhibition have been, 
with perhaps one or two exceptions, 
the largest so far reported. 

How effective this plan would be if 
it could be so fully put into operation 
that whenever a new book was an- 
nounced by the Publication Depart- 
ment it might be fully realized and 
appreciated that that book was al- 
ready in the hands of the Depart- 
ment’s local church representative 
for examination, and purchase if 
desired! The availability and con- 
sequent serviceability of the Depart- 
ment’s books would be increased 
many fold. And withthe books thus 
accessible throughout the denomina- 
tion, the announcements of books 
could be made co-extensive with the 
denomination itself, because the ex- 


pense would be justified of mailing 
circulars and catalogues to all inter- 
ested persons in every parish,— and 
to all persons who might show inter- 
est, that interest being far more likely 
of manifestation if the object of it 
were right at hand. Thus publicity 
concerning our denominational litera- 
ture (done wholly from headquarters 
without expense to the local station) 
could be undertaken, in large or 
small degree, in nearly every parish 
in the denomination. This simple 
system, once fully in operation, 
would work effectively and well. To 
all such stations each new book would 
be sent in advance of formal an- 
nouncement, and several hundred 
copies of all new books would surely 
find satisfied purchasers. Would 
not such an assured public (which 
would in turn appreciate the service 
rendered) immensely stimulate our 
publication work? 

The outcome of the experiment of 
the last few months demonstrates the 
feasibility and practicability of this 
suggestion. In some _ parishes 
(where, for instance, it is now re- 
ported that the church membership 
does not belong to the reading class) 
the results at first might be slow and 
somewhat discouraging, but ought 
not these very communities to be the 
ones that should be most encouraged 
and stimulated to care for and enjoy 
the kind of books published by the 
Association ? And does not the above 
record of positive accomplishment, 
gratifying as a whole, demonstrate 
that to a reasonable degree, with 
continued interest and co-operative 
endeavor on the part of the local re- 
presentative, a response that in time 
would become appreciative and cor- 
dial can be relied upon in every parish? 
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It is pleasant to observe in the 
branch reports an increasing effort to 
appreciate and join in the specific 
work of the Alliance. Constant re- 
grets are expressed that so much 
time and energy must be devoted to 
raising money and that so little can 
be done for the missionary and de- 
nominational work. ‘The Alliance is 
a religious organization and its pri- 
mary purpose is to quicken the ;re= 
ligious life in the Unitarian churches. 
It is not an ethical or literary or 4 
non-sectarian society; on the con- 
trary it is denominational and the 
welfare of the denomination should 
be a foremost consideration. Besides 
making their own churches strong 
and helpful the branches are inter- 
ested in all religious movements and 
in everything pertaining to our own 
Unitarian faith. Committees on Re- 
ligious Intelligence multiply and the 
call for Study Class Leaflets show the 
increasing desire to give time and 
thought to the more important side 
of Alliance work. 


he Executive Board held its 
monthly meeting on February 11, 
with twenty-three present from 
Maine, New Hampshire, Massachu- 
setts, Rhode Island, New York and 
New Jersey. 

Mrs. Dana Pearson of Northampton 
and Miss Grace M. Burt of Newton 
were elected directors for Massachu- 


setts, the former taking the place of 
Mrs. Tyler resigned, the latter being 
an additional director for increase of 
numbers. 

New branches have been formed at 
Bellingham, Washington, secretary, 
Mrs. S. R. Griffith, 1614 Larrabee 
Ave.; Wheeling, West Virginia, 
secretary, Mrs. J. A. Knesche, Edge- 
wood; Dunkirk, New York, secre- 
tary, Mrs. B. E. Farnham, 70 West 
Fourth St.; Calgary, Canada, secre- 
tary, Mrs. E. P. Fletcher, 808 Fifth 
St., West; Washington Heights, 
New York, secretary, Mrs. F. “Ee 
Coldwell, 518 West 179th St. (Let 
each one have letters from the older 
branches. ) 

Mrs. Chandler Robbins and Miss 
Ellen C. Morse have been made Life 
Members by the branches and the 
names of Mrs. C. W. Clifford, Mrs. 
Ella J. Hill and Miss Marian Lord 
have been placed In Memoriam. 

The resignation of Mrs. Staples, 
director for Vermont was accepted 
with reluctance and regret. 

Mrs. Davis will start on the west- 
ern trip about February 27 going 
first to Dallas and then to Pheonix. 
Branches have been generous in con- 
tributions and the journey can there- 
fore be made in comfort and without 
haste. 

The Committee on southern work 
reported conditions as usual in North 
Carolina, good congregations meet- 
ing Mr. Key and Mr. Cowan at each 
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point. In January entertainments 
were given at Swansboro, Bear Creek, 
White Oak and Pink Hill, consisting 
of readings by Mr. Key and Mrs. 
Peterson, music in which Miss John- 
son of the Emerton School was very 
helpful and stereopticon views. The 
people in each place came out in 
good numbers and made the enter- 
tainment a success financially as well 
as socially. The small admittance 
fee netted enough to pay for the in- 
surance on the church properties and 
for a stove and lamps for the church 
at Bear Creek. 

The new church at Pink Hill is 
very attractive with the green-bronze 
chandelier, pulpit standards and side 
brackets which the church at North 
Andover, Mass. gave, and with the 
excellent library which has been con- 
tributed by the Sunday schools at 
Syracuse, N. Y., Barre and [an- 
caster, Mass. Neat and substantial 
shelves have been placed across the 
rear end of the church and upon 
them have been arranged the books, 
twelve hundred and more, which now 
constitute the Public Library for the 
neighborhood. ‘The people are much 
pleased and encouraged by these gifts 
from northern friends and are doing 
their best to raise money to pay off 
the small indebtedness which re- 
mains on the church. 

Altogether the visit through the 
circuit showed that a broader and 
more tolerant spirit is growing and 
the future looks hopeful even though 
the progress must necessarily be 
rather slow. 

In the Florida-Georgia circuit the 
illness of Mr. Gibson has prevented 
regular preaching. It was voted by 
the executive board that Mrs. Peter- 
son should visit Mr. Gibson’s circuit 
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and attend the Southern Conference 
soon to be held in Jacksonville. 

Reports were received from the 
Pacific Coast and New England ex- 
cept Massachusetts, and the board 
adjourned to meet in the afternoon 
for the service in memory of Mrs. 
Dix. 

At Bulfinch Place Church the audi- 
ence was largely composed of old 
friends deeply interested in the exer- 
cises which were dignified and im- 
pressive. Miss Low presided and 
the music, arranged by Mr. F. O. 
Nash organist of the Jamaica Plain 
church consisted of hymns sung by 
his choir and a solo by Miss Hussey 
of New York. Rev. Christopher R. 
Eliot, pastor of the church, told of the 
early connection of Mrs. Dix with 
Bulfinch Place and with the Howard 
Sunday school. Addresses were 
made by both secretaries of the 
National Alliance and Mrs. Kate 
Gannett Wells added words of appre- 
ciation and respect. Rev. Samuel A, 
Eliot in the last address paid a touch- 
ing tribute to the character and work 
of Mrs. Dix, speaking of her as he 
had known her in Brooklyn and in 
her summer home in Groton, and 
when together they had joined in the 
dedication of the chapel at Shelter 
Neck. Spontaneous words of affec- 
tion and remembrance were spoken 
by several friends in the audience 
and the closing prayer of benediction 
was made by Rev. Mary L. Leggett. 


The vice-president of the Pacific 
Coast writes as follows: 

“Probably most of the Pacific Coast 
branches held a Christmas or Thanksgiy- 
ing bazaar. San Francisco's strong society, 
now numbering 300 members, netted $800 
from the bazaar, Portland $550, Los An- 
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geles about $500; while other branches, 
not so strong, did equally well according 
to numbers. ‘Those of San Diego and Eu- 
reka are both busily at work, hoping that 
in the coming year their new church home 
will at least be begun, and in all the 
churches are the women promoting pleas- 
anter social conditions by suppers, enter- 
tainments aud social gatherings. 

The women of the Berkeley church have 
issued a very attractive book— The Berke- 
ley Year Book—written and illustrated by 
Berkeley people, and they have also com- 
piled an artistic and attractive calendar for 
the year 1910. Of course there are other 
branches with literary features, also. The 
meeting for current events, or papers on 
specified subjects, is held monthly in many 
of the women’s societies and this forms an 
important feature of church work. Not all 
women belong to women’s clubs, and for 
those who do not these special meetings 
fill a real need. Philanthropic work is a 
feature of Alliance work if the society is 
not forced to expend every energy toward 
providing funds for the immediate church 
need.” 


The director for Califonia says: 


“A born Unitarian cannot be a pessimist 
but most of us will own that some things 
about the conduct of our churches might be 
changed to advantage. For instance, a 
church owns property, conservatively 
estimated to be worth $40,000, with values 
constantly increasing. No taxes are paid, 
so no revenue is possible and this amount 
of money is tied up and being of no benefit 
for at least three fourths of the time and 
this too, when there are hundreds of 
lonely, heartsick women, many of them 
invalids, who need sympathy and friend- 
ship and companionship. But the women 
of the Alliances are tired out, toiling to 
raise funds to help pay church expenses 
and so have neither time nor strength nor 
funds to keep open house for even one day 
a month, for the stranger within the gates 
of this tourist land, who could be notified 
of such a day through the press and who 
would take advantage of a cheerful, 
friendly greeting. A certain amount of 
money is necessary for the life of any 
organization and many times the securing 
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of the money is a power for strengthening 
the organization, but one thing is detri- 
mental and that is the mortgaging of 
resources not on hand, the promise of any 
alliance to earn any definite amount of 
money, in a given time, for church ex- 
penses, for then every effort must be 
turned in this one direction. The women 
of the Alliances should have time and 
means for meeting oftener, to talk over 
their work and become acquainted with 
each others’ ideals, instead of continually 
toiling for church expenses, and I believe 
that they might do it, too, if they would 
all protest at once.” 

Los Angeles does a large work with its 
78 members and eight committees. A P. 
O. Mission keeps the church rack filled 
with A. U. A. tracts and distributes litera- 
ture in every way possible. Has placed 
the Pacific Unitarian in several libraries in 
Arizona and in El Paso, Texas. This 
branch contributes $10 monthly to the 
Maternity Cottage Association, has given 
$50 to the church trustees, $20 to the Con- 
ference fund and $35 to the Pacific School 
for the ministry. 

At Pomona the church is inactive but the 
twelve members of the branch are meeting 
at each other's homes twice a month and 
having lunch ‘‘cafeteria style.” Has paid 
$100 on church deficit, given $10 to Pacific 
School and $40 in benevolence. 

An excellent report of the Redlands 
branch says ‘‘ The interest of the members 
in the work of the Alliance is unabated and 
the same harmonious spirit that has always 
been a noticeable feature of it still pre- 
vails.? The branch was much disturbed 
at the loss of the minister Mr. Savage, but 
are happy in his successor. The branch has 
contributed $3 towards Mrs. Davis’s trip, 
$5 to San Francisco headquarters, promised 
$20 to the Pacific School and given largely 
towards the expense of music for Sunday 
service. 

The Santa Ana branch is ‘‘made up of 
busy, earnest women standing ever ready 
and willing to further the good work of 
the liberal faith and to be of service to 
their fellowmen.” Much philanthropic 
work is done. 

At San Diego the branch feels hampered 
for want of a church building but meets 
twice a month, once for business and once 
for a social time. Holds a yearly sale and 
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does charitable sewing. Subscribes a cer- 
tain amount each month to the church and 
has contributed to the Pacific School for 
the Ministry. 

The Santa Barbara branch meets month- 
ly, current events being considered with 
discussions mostly upon religious and 
sociological subjects. A young people’s 
club has been formed and great interest 
has been roused at the expectation of Mrs. 
Davis's visit. 

Plans have been drawn for an attractive 
building for the church in Fresno, Cali- 
fornia the land having been owned for five 
years. The Woman’s Alliance has been 
reorganized and is now holding weekly 
meetings and planning to furnish the 
church when erected. 

The branch at Woodlawn, California is 
also working for a church a lot of land 
having been purchased. Since the society 
was formed three years ago, services have 
been held in a hall. 

At Spokane, Washington there is pros- 
pect of a new church building with par- 
sonage and facilities for social work. ‘The 
Alliance branch is in good condition. 


Beginning with Maine, reports 
were read from New England. 

Augusta is unsettled but promising for 
the future. 

Brunswick without church or minister 
has a branch of twelve meeting once in 
three weeks and studying Great Hymns of 
our Faith. 

Kennebunk is holding good meetings, 
answering appeals, contributing to fairs 
and to the fund for the Pacific Coast trip. 

Saco branch has 36 members and holds 
evening meetings once a month to which 
the men of the church are invited and 
papers are read and discussed. ‘The 
members are enthusiastic workers and are 
very helpful financially and socially. 

Waterville branch is yery much alive 
and doing all possible to raise money and 
interest all the women. Classes in Arts 
and Crafts in various forms are carried on 
and the money is given to help to refurnish 
the minister’s room, 

At Standish the Alliance appears to be 
the leading club in the village. Monthly 
meetings are held at the homes opening 
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with music, selections from the scriptures 
and the Lord’s Prayer. There is only one 
church in the village which is Congrega- 
tional so all attend and contribute to its 
support. 

Farmington has earnest and willing 
workers though not a large branch. ‘Has 
no resident minister but Dr. Blanchard 
speaks words of courage and wisdom to us 
nearly every Sunday and we are gratified 
and thankful for them. Are all working 
hard for a May fair.” 


A full and able report from the Portland 
branch deserves much more space than 
can be given it here. The various com- 
mittees in this well-planned organization 
are successfully following the prepared 
programme and progressing with energy 
and enthusiasm. The Young People’s 
Guild has held a luncheon with remark- 
able success, and the annual fair of the 
branch was equally satisfactory. Contri- 
butions have been sent for the Pacific Coast 
trip, for national appeals and to Calhoun 
School; $30 given to Preble Chapel, $300 for 
organ fund and $600 for current expenses of 
the church. Aibbert Journal and Christian 
Register have been placed in the public 
library and copies subscribed for P. O. 
Mission use. The Study Class is using Dr. 
Crooker’s Unitarian Church as a basis for 
papers and talks. The First Parish Church 
in Portland is unique for its architectural 
and historic interest. Memorial tablets 
placed on its walls within the past few 
years have enhanced its beauty and mean- 
ing. For six weeks last summer the 
church was open daily and one of the 
Alliance members was constantly in atten- 
dance. During that time 1006 visitors 
came to see the fine old meeting-house and 
250 Unitarian sermons were taken from the 
rack at the door. 


An interesting incident in the fortunes 
of this First Parish has been recently con- 
cluded. Having held its sessions in our 
parish house for the past two years, on 
February 1 the Supreme Court of Maine 
was convened in the new County Building 
just completed, no longer to share with the 
Women’s Alliance the use of the Parish 
House. The President of the Cumberland 
Bar Association, in his address at the open- 
ing of the new court house “in behalf of 
the County Commissioners and the Justices 


National 


of the Supreme Judicial Court expressed 
their high appreciation of the prompt and 
generous courtesy of the trustees and pas- 
tor of the First Parish Church in offering 
the use of their parish house to this Court,” 
after the burning of the City Building in 
January, 1908. 


Report of the director for Eastern 
Maine: 

First, a word of recognition for the ad- 
mirable service rendered by Mrs. Estes 
who was for so long the director for eastern 
Maine. Her interest never failed and her 
helpfulness was an inspiration. It is to be 
regretted that she felt unable to continue 
this work. 


Ellsworth writes: “Asleep.” “I see no 
other way than to count us out,” which, of 
course, we cannot do, remembering the 
splendid past of the “incessant Alliance” 
which held more meetings annually than 
any other. 


Presque Isle and Fort Fairfield are also 
pastorless. The former branch has but 12 
members, but a sale and the annual opera 
house entertainment with other moneys 
enabled them to pay the Building Loan 
Fund $125 on the church debt. Fort Fair- 
field has maintained the membership of 22 
and holds weekly meetings with some 
slight literary program. The P. O. Mission 
committee is ‘‘very faithful indeed.” 
They are paying $100 annually to the Ameri- 
can Unitarian Association on the church 
debt. Both these branches are hoping for 
a minister and better work another winter. 

Eastport is steadily pursuing the even 
tenor of a well-ordered branch in a well- 
pastored Church. The annual fair brought 
in $350 and was made noteworthy by an 
Alliance Remembrance table. “It meant 
a lot of work,” the secretary writes, ‘But 
I enjoyed it, especially the pleasant greet- 
ings that came with the articles from all 
over the United States.” The P. O. Mission 
and Cheerful Letter committees have many 
correspondents. They have answered 


requests for fairs, sent adonation to Winni- _ 


peg, assisted their own Sunday School and 
helped the local Benevolent Society at 
Christmas. They meet every other Tues- 
day alternating Study Class with business 
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meeting where current events are the con- 
diment for Alliance staples. 

Castine sends a program of meetings, 
with a variety of Study Class subjects 
chiefly concerning religion. They meet 
in their homes in the evening and it was a 
delightful surprise on Nov. 3 when the 
Director sailed down the river in such a 
down-pour as made the Penobscot look 
scarcely more wet than ‘the waters over 
the earth,” that about 40 women came to 
the meeting altogether unmindful of the 
storm and carrying lanterns to outwit 
midnight darkness and scarce street lamps. 
They are a vital force in Castine in all 
good things. All their Committees work 
and they respond to all appeals—$2 for the 
Pacific Coast trip and a generous amount 
in various local and other charities besides 
“our usual bills connected with the 
parish.” 

Cape: /Rozier swrites, = +] ta may seem 
strange to Alliance members that our 7 
members have not held a meeting since 
last spring, and yet enjoyed (note that 
word) a Fair in August whose proceeds 
were $78. ‘To do evening work when each 
one had a house filled with summer board- 
ers show that ‘‘ where there’s a will, there’s 
away.” They have paid $50 to their min- 
ister, $67 for a cemetery lot and $10 fora 
road to the cemetery, repaired the church 
and still had time for cheerful letters. 

Belfast across the Bay reports happily of 
45, the largest membership of any year. 
They meet every other Thursday, respond 
to roll call with quotations, and follow 
business with Religious Intelligence. 
Their program is taking up religious sects. 
Christmas sale, $100. Voted to assist in 
purchase of new hynn books, $20 to 
appeals, $2 to Pacific Coast trip, Winnipeg 
$4. All Fair appeals answered and new 
branches greeted, a barrel sent to Tuskegee. 
A Committee teaches in a Saturday sewing 
class. ‘‘We have neither a Post Office 
Mission nor a Cheerful Letter department. 
The avenues to these activities do not yet 
open out to us, but with an increasing 
membership and ever-growing interest— 
surely if these hopeful signs continue— 
we may believe that eventually every 
opportunity for usefulness will be earnestly 
sought and improved.” 

Bangor has subsided from the limelight 
of publicity caused by open meetings last 
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year with a series of splendid addresses on 
humanitarian subjects given by gentlemen 
who were experts, to a quiet study of other 
religions just by ourselves, and it is pleas- 
ant to be just by ourselves again. We feel 
that the work last year paid, first in itself 
and second by doing much to remove the 
accusation of ‘‘ the coldness of Unitarians.” 
A social hour following a good lecture, 
presided over by charming hostesses and 
warmed by tea, is irresistable! The P. O. 
Mission Committee has 28 correspondents, 
many of whom were added by a few small 
advertisements. The December Fair sur- 
prised all its workers by bringing in $745, 
$500 of which is set aside to add to the 
endowment fund of the Memorial Parlors 
(parish house). It is hoped to present the 
Memorial Parlors to the parish on March 
25, 1918, when the Church here will be 100 
years old, with an endowment adequate to 
ensure its never being a burden on the 
parish. The rest of the money will be 
used for repairs on the parlors and appeals. 
$5 has been sent for the Pacific Coast trip. 
The Benevolent Committee continues to 
sew for various charities. 

Houlton seems to be the climax for East- 
ern Maine reports with, “our branch was 
never in more flourishing condition than in 
this present season.” Instead of a fair they 
had a fair fund but the young ladies club 
of the Alliance is working for a sale in the 
spring. Sociability is fostered by Church 
suppers. 


New Hampshire 
next. 


Andover sends a cheering account of 
well-attended meetings with programmes 
both varied and interesting. A successful 
fair in the fall netted a goodly sum to help 
in furnishing the beautiful new stone 
Church, which, it is hoped, will be ready 
for dedication in the spring. The pros- 
perity of the church and school give an 
encouraging outlook. 

There is less encouraging news from the 
branch at Bath, still its scattered but 
earnest members hold together. The most 
active season for this church is in the sum- 
mer. Last summer services were conducted 
by Prof. Barber of Meadville. The after- 
math of the neighborhood meeting at Con- 


reports come 
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cord which came to them in the written 
words of cheer and encouragement from the 
branches there represented, were much 
appreciated. Why not make our neighbor- 
hood meetings a means of encouragement 
to the remote struggling branches by send- 
ing oftener a cheering message? 

A visit to the Charlestown branch last 
April showed that the union of the old 
industrial organization of the society with 
the Alliance reported last year meant re- 
newed interest and activity to both; and 
the reports show that new life has come 
into the Alliance work. 


The branch at Lancaster has not been 
doing much active work this year. The 
regular church services which have been 
established ought to give the needed stim- 
ulus to Alliance work. 

Littleton reports greater interest and 
more enthusiasm than ever before. The 
work of this branch includes the social 
functions of the church. The Alliance 
meetings are devoted to work, with some- 
times a literary programme, and sometimes 
a talk on some subject of interest. 

The branch at Franklin has had a good 
year, the Alliance meetings have had a full 
attendance and there is evidence of a grow- 
ing interest in the real work for which the 
Alliance stands. In January was observed 
the thirtieth anniversary of the organiza- 
tion of the ‘Unity Association” and the 
tenth of its transformation into a branch 
of the National Alliance when ‘‘we pledged 
ourselves to renewed loyality to our faith.” 

Wilton always has an inspiring report of 
enterprising efforts in Alliance interests. 
The observance of the fifteenth anniversary 
of the formation of the Alliance was an 
occasion of real inspiration. Ten mem- 
bers of this branch attended the neighbor- 
bood meeting at Concord in November. 

All of these branches felt it a privilege to 
contribute a day’s greeting to the Friend- 
ship Calendar for Miss Low and deeply 
appreciate her greeting as it comes to each 
branch. 

Laconia has the most encouraging report 
for several years. With a very efficient 
president, a new minister in the church 
and a recently organized Sunday school, 
their prospects seem bright. They have 
repaired the vestry, held a sale and opened 
a Woman’s Exchange. A lecture by Prof. 
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McMillan on “‘ With Peary in the Arctic” 
brought about forty-five dollars. 

The branch at Portsmouth reports meet- 
ings with music and addresses and assist- 
ance given to various causes when called 
upon. 

In Walpole the meetings have been made 
valuable by the study of Unitarianism, an 
address on Edward Everett Hale and other 
papers. The branch has bought a new 
carpet for the vestibule and paid the min- 
ister’s salary for two months. Has a good 
Cheerful Letter Committee and sent $5 to 
Winnipeg. 

Rochester keeps the branch active and 
interested in all ways, and distributes 
many tracts from the church door rack. 

The large branch at Keene holds fort- 
nightly meetings with good attendance, 
combining sewing with business and a pro- 
gramme. An active P. O. Mission dis- 
tributes tracts at the church and in the 
railroad station. Have contributed to the 
Winnipeg church and to the Pacific Coast 
trip. 

Exeter opened the season with a well 
attended neighborhood meeting and has 
held several other social functions. Has 
sent a barrel of useful things and $20 to 
Mrs. Peterson at Shelter Neck. Subscribes 
for The Christian Register for the Public 
Library. 

The branch at Dover has had a quiet 
winter working to help pay current ex- 
penses. 

The Concord branch meets each month 
with a good attendance and an interesting 
programme consisting of readings. In 
November a most successful neighborhood 
meeting was held, the number of guests 
being about eighty. Mrs. Davis gave one 
of her enthusiastic talks and Mrs. Tufts 
gave a thoughtful and helpful paper on 
“Life in Country Towns.” The branch is 
still interested in the Post Office Mission 
and Cheerful Letter and responds to all 
appeals from the National Alliance. 

The branch at Cornish continues about 
the same the past year, but they were un- 
able to hold their usual summer sale, thus 
making it impossible to accomplish all 
they would like to. They have paid one 
hundred dollars toward preaching beside 
helping in the current expenses otmmure 
church and their interest and enthusiasm 
is unchanged. 
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The Francestown branch is increasing in 
interest and attendance. A little time at 
each meeting is devoted to something 
literary or musical. A five cent fee is col- 
lected at each meeting from members 
present. Cheerful Letter work has been 
started and a yearly contribution is sent to 
the Children’s Mission and clothing to the 
Morgan Memorial and requests from other 
branches have been answered. 

Lebanon sends a good report of its 
branch and church. Entertainments of a 
high order have been given, also a social 
and card party. On Feb. 22 lecture will 
be given by Captain Robert A. Bartlett, 
commander of Peary’s ship Roosevelt, 
under the management of the gentlemen of 
the society. 

The Manchester branch meets twice each 
month with good attendance and a printed 
programme. They have taken up the 
study of Unitarian Beliefs alternating the 
meetings with one on Religious News. 
Early in the winter the branch gave a re- 
ception for the minister and his wife. 

The Benevolent Circle of Nashua has had 
Rey. Mr. MacDougal of Franklin ad- 
dress them on the great help the Alliance 
branches have been to the Unitarian cause 
in the west, and also on Pres. Eliot’s Re- 
ligion of the Future. At other meetings 
selections from papers and books have 
been read. 

The Peterboro branch has held no meet- 
ing since October. There are so few mem- 
bers, it is easier for them to meet together 
in warmer weather and during the summer 
months they try to keep in touch with 
Alliance work. 


Connecticut reports as follows: 

The Brooklyn branch with its scattered 
membership and the difficulty of Connecti- 
cut County roads has worked bravely and 
steadily through the year. Meetings have 
been rather irregular and time spent largely 
in preparing for the summer fair to the 
success of which many sister branches 
contributed. They are intending to help 
pay the expense of shingling the church 
and seem to be immune to discouragement. 

The Derby branch since its annual 
meeting in May has held nineteen meetings 
with an average attendance of five mem-~ 
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pers. They number fourteen and have 
met with a sad loss in the death of Mrs. 
Samnel B. Beardsley. ‘The work has been 
largely sewing and the making of costumes 
for an entertainment given in the local 
Opera House which netted two hundred 
dollars. Ttwo lectures have been given, 
and nine appeals for sales have been an- 
swered. 

The Hartford branch has a membership 
of forty and an average attendance of 
twenty-five. Has a printed programme. 
Served lunch for teacher’s convention and 
for holiday shoppers at Christmas time. 
Have subscribed for Zhe Unitarian and 
flibbert Journal for the reading room of 
the Public Library and find that they have 
both been appreciated. A plan for a ways 
and means committee is under consid- 
eration. 


The New London branch has worked 
under great difficulties during the past 
year because of the lack of a church home 
or any suitable place in which to meet. 
Have one hundred and twenty-five dollars 
pledged toward the church expenses. An- 
swered ten requests from sister branches, 
carried on the Post Office Mission success- 
fully and have a new rack for literature in 
the vestibule of the church. ‘Ihe moving 
into our beautiful new All Souls Church 
has gladdened our hearts, increased our 
enthusiasm and renewed our courage. We 
appreciate every day all the help we have 
received from all sources, for our House 
Beautiful and hope great things for the 
future of All Souls and the New London 
branch,” 


The director for Rhode Island prefaced 
her report by regrets for the disbanding of 
the branch at Westerly. By deaths and 
removals the branch was reduced to three 
members who decided not to struggle any 
longer. 

The branch at Newport meets twice each 
month discussing church and social ques- 
tions. Good P. O. Mission and Cheerful 
Letter committees. Given $15 to Church 
expenses, $12 to the director's expenses to 
the National Conference, $5 to Richmond, 
to Morgan Memorial and to other branches 
many gifts and have a third travelling 
library ready to send. A reading by Prof. 
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Crosby of Brown University brought over 
one hundred dollars. 


The branch at the First Church, Provi- 
dence is in the midst of a most successful 
season with 167 members including eight 
life members. Business meetings are fol- 
lowed by luncheon and afternoon meetings 
with speakers end with tea and a social 
hour. Most interesting speakers have been 
heard on a variety of subjects. Post Office 
Mission and Cheerful Letter doing excel- 
lent work. Through the influence of the 
branch a social service committee has been 
formed in the church, 97 of the people be- 
ing connected with the philanthropic so- 
cieties of the city. 


At the Westminster Church, Providence, 
the branch has held successful all day 
meetings. The literary programme for 
the winter is ‘“New England in the olden 
days, a study from the story books.” A 
Thanksgiving sale and a Dickens tea party 
were given by the Alliance and the Wood- 
bury club together. All requests for fairs 
haye been responded to and Post Office 
Mission and Cheerful Letter doing good 
work. 


At Olney St. the branch holds meetings 
throughout the year, the July meeting be- 
ing an all day picnic. Something inter- 
esting is read at each meeting. 


The midwinter meeting of the New 
England Associate Alliance was held 
at Channing Church, Newton, and 
was a large and really rousing meet- 
ing with 463 delegates from 91 
branches. The subject ‘‘ Personal 
Responsibility’? was presented by 
five different members in five minute 
papers and from five different points 
of view asa result in each case of 
personal experience. The following 
resolution was passed:—‘‘That the 
delegates pledge themselves to re- 
newed loyalty to the churches and 
recognize their responsibility as 
Unitarian women for church atten- 
dance.’’ 
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The New York League entertained 
the Metropolitan Universalist Alli- 
ance at its February nieeting in the 
Church of the Savior, Brooklyn, the 
Samaritan Alliance serving luncheon 
to the entire company of three hund- 
red and fifty. A religious news re- 
port referred particularly to the Lay- 
man’s Missionary movement and the 
new churches which have joined the 
Unitarian body. A history of Willow 
Place Chapel was given from its 
beginning as a Sunday school in one 
room to the present greatly enlarged 
activities. ‘The address of the day 
was by Rev. John Howard Melish, 
Rector of Holy ‘Trinity Church, 
Brooklyn on ‘‘The Civic Revival.” 
A collection of $45 was taken for 
Meadville; $30 has been pledged by 
the League as an annual contribution 
for the next five years for the Ger- 
man professorship at Meadville. 


It is now noticeable that there is 
no Unitarian church in the Middle 
States without an Alliance branch. 


The secretary of the Icelandic 
branch at Winnipeg is now Mrs.S. E. 
Arnason, 577 Sherbrooke St. The 
secretary at Wilmington, Delaware 
is Miss Mary D. Sisson, 501 West 
5th St. The secretary at Lebanon, 
N. H. is Mrs. Ellen F. Smith, 64 
Bank St. 


The Woman’s Alliance of the 
North Side Unitarian Church, Pitts- 
burg, Pa. wish to thank their sister 
branches for the generous response 
to the appeal for $500. a part of 
which is already received. We are 
now cosily housed in our new church 
and expect the Meadville Conference 
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to meet with us the last of February. 
In March we intend to hold a bazaar 
in the church parlor and fancy arti- 
cles will be very acceptable. Now 
that we are launched we are in hopes 
to become a strong factor in the chain 
of Alliances and begin to do our part 
for others. 


The Boston Evening Transcript 
contains the following items. 

A remarkable development of 
Unitarian work is taking place in a 
wide region of which Pittsburg is the 
centre, comprising western Pennsyl- 
ania, eastern Ohio and the northwest- 
ern part of West Virginia. When 
the present minister of the First 
Unitarian Church of Pittsburg, Dr. 
I,. W. Mason, began his pastorate, 
less than ten years ago, his nearest 
neighboring Unitarian Church was 
Meadville, Pa., a four hours’ journey. 
During his pastorate nine new Uni- 
tarian societies have been organized 
in or near Pittsburg: Wheeling and 
Morgantown in West Virginia, Home- 
stead, McKeesport, Allegheny, New 
Castle and Franklin in Pennsylvania; 
Salem and Youngstown in Ohio. 

Last Sunday, the Allegheny (Pitts- 
burg) society dedicated its new 
church building, a beautiful stone 
structure. The churches in this 
notable group find a special oppor- 
tunity in the men of scientific turn of 
mind in connection with the indus- 
trial development of the great steel 
manufacturing region. The church 
in Morgantown is at the seat of the 
State university of West Virginia. 
There is an excellent codperative 
spirit in this group of churches 
because of proximity and similarity 
of problems. 
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Mr. Lloyd-George, the great Eng- 
lish Liberal and Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, the foremost figure in 
the present political crisis, is the son 
of a Unitarian schoolmaster. Six of 
the prominent members of the new 
Parliament are also Unitarians. 


The many Unitarians who have 
heard the Rev. John Page Hopps at 
Little Portland, St. Chapel in Lon- 
don will be interested to know of his 
new monthly paper, ‘‘The Coming 
Day” for ‘“the\advocacy of the 
religion of humanity.’’ 


As showing the marked change in 
feeling in England regarding Unitar- 
ianism the story of the little church 
at Cirencister is of interest. This 
Unitarian church is of Presbyterian 
foundation and from 1866 its struggle 
for existence was at times almost 
hopeless, for the movement raised 
great excitement and opposition in 
the town, but during the past years 
families have gathered in the old 
chapel and made it their religious 
home. The teaching has been dis- 
tinct Unitarianism of an advanced 
and liberal type. Lectures and Sun- 
day services have been held in many 
of the towns and villages within a 
radius of 20 miles. Nineteen years 
ago the edifice was rebuilt, and re- 
opened by the Rev. J. Estlin Car- 
penter, D.D., of Oxford. Nothing 
will more show the marked change 
which has come over all classes of 
the people than the story of a tract, 
which Mr. Austin brought out in 
1867, and which was bought up from 
the local publisher, and at the insti- 
gation of the clergy burnt; whilst to- 
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day the Aibbert Jourual is in the 
Public Library, and the /zguirer and 
Christian Life lie on the reading 
room tables with other papers. 


To Post-office Mission Committees: 

A new series of publications has 
been added to the free list of the 
American Unitarian Association this 
year, these are the Bulletins of the 
Department of Social and Public 
Service already six in number. It 
is important that the members of our 
own societies especially the men 
become familiar with these publica- 
tions in order that they may under- 
stand more clearly the work of ‘‘Com- 
munity building’? in which our 
churches are co6perating. 

Therefore it is heartily recom- 
mended that our committees circu- 
late these Bulletins among the par- 
ishoners of our own churches. 

Many P. O. M. committees have 
not yet sent to Alliance headquarters 
the list of their correspondents for 
this year. 

The use of this list in showing the 
location of isolated Unitarians is an 
important part of our Missionary 
work and we hope our committees 
will enable us to keep it up to date. 


MABEL DELANO LORD, 
Chairman Nat. P. O. M. Com. 


Amounts now needed for the 
Appeals : 
Allegheny, Pa. - - $226.25 
Richmond, Va. - - 45075 
Bellingham, Wash. - 33.50 
Waverly, Mass. - - 314.00 
Green Harbor, Mass.  - Bar 


Pacific School - - 57.50 


Young People’s Religious Anion 
of the Cnitarian Church 


Headquarters; Room 11, 25 Beacon Street, Boston 


Rev. HENRY H. SAUNDERSON, President 


Miss GRACE R. Torr, Secretary 


Mr. O. ARTHUR MCMouRDIE, 7reasurer 


Directors’ Meeting 


The seventh regular meeting of the 
Executive Board of the National 
Young People’s Religious Union for 
1909-1910 was held in Room 11, 25 
Beacon St., Boston, Mass., on Tues- 
day afternoon, Feb. 8, 1910, at half- 
past two o’clock. 

President Saunderson presided and 
there were present: Miss Burrage, 
Miss Cline, Miss Stimson, Mr. Har- 
wood, Mr. McMurdie, Mr. Schuma- 
cher, Mr. Shurtleff, and the secre- 
tary. 

T’he secretary’s report of the min- 
utes of the last meeting, the treas- 
urer’s monthly report, and the 
month’s bills were approved. The 
secretary reported the additions to 
the life membership list, and the 
final proceeds of the fair. 

The president and secretary were 
appointed a committee on the annual 
meeting in May. The plan of send- 
ing out a letter to the Unions calling 
attention to the annual contribution 
was referred to the president, secre- 
tary, and the members of the finance 
committee. 

After the routine business the 
president reported the field-work trip 
of about four weeks which he has 
made since the last meeting of the 
directors. 

GRACE R. ToRR, 
Secretary. 


Life Memberships 


It is a source of great satisfaction 
that the membership list is growing 
so rapidly. Miss Melvin has contin- 
ued her effective work since the fair 
in the autumn, and the growth of the 
list continues. Early in the autumn 
we had 85 life members. After the 
fair the number had increased to 136.. 
It has now gone up to 150. Of these 
new members nearly sixty were 
secured by Miss Melvin. This gain 
since early in the autumn has added 
$650.00 to our endownment fund, 
besides the memorial fund which: 
came into existence at the time of the: 
fair. 

Since last reported in WORD AND 
Work the following names have 
been added to the Life Membership 
list. 


145. Mrs. R. H. Stevenson, 

Boston, Mass.. 
146. Rev. A. D. K. Shurtleff, 

Kast Boston, Mass. 

147. Mrs. David P. Kimball, 

Boston, Mass.. 
148. Miss Harriet Otis Cruft, 

Boston, Mass. 
149. Mrs. David B. Flint, 

Boston, Mass. 
150. Miss Grace R. Torr, 


Peabody, Mass. 


The Fair 


The final account of the fair has 
now been made up. Some contribu- 
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tions, promised at the time of the 
fair, have been added to the pro- 
ceeds of the supplementary sale, 
and the total cleared is well above 
the two thousand dollars that was 
hoped for by the optimistic. The 
total is $2,025.00 the largest amount 
that has yet been raised at one of 
our fairs. 


The Field Work 


Take a map of the United States. 
Observe the splendid extent of our 
country. When we speak of the 
field work of the Union remember 
that the United States and Canada 
are our field. Trace a journey from 
Boston to Philadelphia, Wilmington 
and Washington; then westward 
across the Allegheny mountains 
through West Virginia to the Ohio 
river; then to northern Ohio; then to 
Cincinnati in the south western cor- 
ner of Ohio; then to Pittsburg; then 
to Meadville in the northwest part of 
Pennsylvania, and then to Boston. 
This is the trip of about a month 
which our president, Mr. Saunder- 
son, has made, in the course of 
which he made twenty-two ad- 
dresses. 

Now go westward on the map to 
Chicago and observe the territory 

“through which one of our vice-presi- 
dents, Mr. Shurtleff of East Boston, 
Mass., is making a trip of about a 
month; northern Illinois, through 
Iowa to the Missouri river, southern 
Minnesota, eastern Missouri, south- 
ern Illinois, and then the return 
journey from Chicago to Boston. 
Then trace a great circle around the 
territory where Mr. Shurtleff is hold- 
ing meetings; starting at AnnArbor 
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in southern Michigan, southward 
through Indiana, westward through 
Missouri, through Nebraska, South 
Dakota, North Dakota, Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, and return to Ann Arbor. 
This is a trip which has just been 
made by Mr. Foote, another of our 
vice-presidents and the new secretary 
of the Department of Education of 
the American Unitarian Association. 
Mr. Foote made a trip early in the 
winter eastward to Boston and is to 
make another trip into the south in 
spring. 

Meantime Mr. Ives of Andover, 
New Hampshire is doing field work 
in that state. The field work this 
year is much more extensive than 
ever before. A trip is being out- 
lined for the early autumn to extend 
to the Pacific coast. Thus, it will be 
observed, within a twelve-month our 
field work will touch New England, 
the Middle States, the Western 
States, the South, the Pacific States. 
Canada was visited last winter by 
our president. This comprehensive 
plan for our field work is to be 
greatly increased the coming year, 
as, after the first of May, Mr. Foote 
will give up the church in Ann 
Arbor and devote all his time to the 
work of his new position. 


The Annual Contributions 


A letter has been prepared by the 
finance committee of the national 
union asking the unions for contri- 
butions. The delegates at. the 
annual meeting last May, in view of 
the proposed extension of the field 
work, voted heartily and unanimously 
to endeavor to make a pronounced 
increase in the contributions of the 
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unions. The finance committee re- 
quests that the contributions be 
increased from $700 last year’s mark, 
to $1,100 this year. One hundred 
dollars is promised to the minister of 
the church in Urbana and the thous- 
and dollars will be divided between 
field work and the general expenses 
of the national union. 


New Unions 


PITTSBURGH, PENN. The young 
people of this church are well organ- 
ized and are carrying on an efficient 
work. The membership is drawn 
from a wide territory, Pittsburgh and 
surrounding cities. Suppers are held 
and much is done to interest the 
young people in the church. On the 
occasion of the recent visit of Rev. 
H. H. Saunderson, the society voted 
to join the National Young People’s 
Religious Union. 

NortHampron, Mass. The Uni- 
tarian girls of Smith College have 
organized as ‘‘ The Smith College 
Unitarian Club,’ and have joined 
the national Union. Rev. Henry 
Coodwin Smith, recently minister of 
the Church of Our Father, Ottawa, 
Canada, is the new minister of the 
Unitarian church in Northampton 
and is interesting the students in 
Unitarian thought and work. 

BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS. The 
young people have organized as 
“The Channing League.’”’ The new 
Union has 36 members and’ holds 
meetings every Sunday evening. 

_ Hype Park, MASs. Though this 
church is without a minister, and has 
been for more than six mouths, the 
young people have organized a Union 
and have joined the national Union. 
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‘They holda vesper service at 5 o’clock 
every Sunday evening, and will take 
up work for their church, the denomi- 
nation and their city. 

CINCINNATI, OHIO. Besides the 
Unitarian church in Cincinnati there 
is a large liberal church among the 
German people, St. John’s Church. 
The young people’s society, and a 
large audience of the congregation, 
were addressed by Rev. H. H. Saun- 
derson when he visited Cincinnati 
the latter part of January. Though 
their church is an independent 
church, the young people’s society, 
at this meeting, voted unanimously 
to enter the fellowship of the national 
Young People’s Religious Union of 
the Unitarian denomination, and the 
society was welcomed by the presi- 
dent. ‘Iwo hundred and fifty copies 
of Jubilate Deo as well as other Uni- 
tarian publications are used in this 
church. 

BERLIN, Mass. The young people 
of this church are organized in a 
Union and have joined the national 
Union. The Union has 25 members 
and is doing good work. Meetings 
are held on the fourth Sunday of each 
month. ‘There is excellent interest 
in the organization and its work. 


Union Notes 


BERKELEY, Cau. ‘‘In addition 
to our regular meetings several under- 
takings have been successfully car- 
ried through by our club. Last 
October a farce was very ably pre- 
sented by members of the Channing 
Club, which was a financial success. 
Last month at a bazaar, given by the 
ladies of our church, the Channing 
Club had a table upon which were 
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exhibited articles made by the girls 
of our organization at their regular 
weekly sewing bee. The proceeds 
from the table amounted to nearly 
one hundred dollars. Last week a 
dinner, followed by an _ informal 
dance, was given by our club to all 
members and friends of our church. 
The affair was a very enjoyable one 
and added forty dollars to our 
treasury.”’ 

Quincy, Mass. ‘‘The meetings 
are held every fortnight. After the 
usual opening exercises, special 
music, vocal or instrumental, is con- 
tributed by members of the Union, 
following which the speaker is intro- 
duced. The meetings close with 
prayer and hymns. If a business 
meeting is called, it is held directly 
after the regular meeting.” 

Troy, N.Y. ‘Our meetings this 
season have taken the form of enter- 
tainment after the suppers of the 
Woman’s Alliance.’’ 

CLEVELAND, OnIo. ‘‘ We meet 
every second Friday evening in the 
month. First we have our meeting 
and one of the young people prepares 
a paper; after it has been discussed 
and questions have been asked we 
have a little business meeting and 
then we devote the remainder of the 
evening to games and a good time.” 


Union-at-Large 


As the Spring and Summer ap- 
proach, the thoughts of many earnest 
Unitarians in this land and in others 
are turning toward the coming Inter- 
national Congress which is to be held 
this year in Berlin, Germany. Be- 
cause I910 is also the four hun- 
dredth anniversary of Unitarianism 


Religious Union 


in Hungary the anniversary will be 
celebrated by a gathering of Unitari- 
ans from all countries. A short his- 
tory of the Unitarian movement in 
Hungary will be sent out this month 
to the members of the Union-at-Large, 
in order that we may all understand 
and appreciate how much Hungary 
has done for liberal thought. 

Many of us in this country do not 
perhaps realize that our acceptance 
of the principles of Unitarianism is 
late and very easy compared with the 
early Hungarian belief. The story of 
their courage and loyalty in face of 
persecution must make us prize more 
dearly what we have sometimes held 
lightly. The members of the Union- 
at-Large — scattered as they are — 
have a peculiarly good opportunity 
for demonstrating to many people the 
value of Unitarian doctrine, by that 
means which the Hungarian Uni- 
tarians have always used, namely, 
the effect it has on their own lives. 
Let us thus try to justify our posses- 
sion of this very precious heritage by 
the use we make of it. 


MARGUERITE FELLOWS, 
Chairman of the Union-at-Large. 


Entertainment in Boston 


The Boston Federation will hold 
an entertainment on the evening of 
March 12 in Huntington Chambers, 
30 Huntington Avenue, Boston. The 
program will be furnished by several 
of the Unions of the Federation. 
Tickets are fifty cents and can be 
bought from the members of the 
Unions in the several churches, and 
can be bought at the door. A large 
attendance is hoped for. 
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As the financial year draws to its 
close the officers of the Association 
would neglect their duty did they 
not make acknowledgment of the 
generous and self-forgetting helpful- 
ness of many friends. They have 
experienced too much of this gracious 
helpfulness to ever permit themselves 
to fall into the common habit of 
accusing Unitarians of indifference 
or of selfish apathy. The more inti- 
mately one becomes acquainted with 
the sources from which the Associa- 
tion draws its life, the more one 
realizes the depth of the love which 
many people bear toward the cause 
which the Association seeks to repre- 
sent. The gifts to the Association 
come from individuals in many walks 
of life, who, led partly by inherited 
habit, partly by obedience to the judg- 
ment or urgency of their ministers, 
partly by loving honor to those they 
have held dear, partly by the intensity 
of their own convictions, are ready to 
make*real sacrifices for this cause. 
It is true that some of our people 
trifle with this sacred trust, and still 
fail to realize their responsibility. 
It is true that there are Unitarians 
who think that they are liberal when 
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really they are only lazy. It is true 
that there are some who mistake the 
real nature of toleration, and, accord- 
ingly, allow their own organizations 
to languish, while they give lavishly 
to alien and perhaps hostile institu- 
tions. But one may venture to be- 
lieve that the number of Unitarians 
who recognize that their inheritance 
or their achievement of religious 
liberty is a precious trust is con- 
stantly growing. More and more 
our people are being roused from 
self-indulgent ease and from spiritual 
apathy, and are coming to realize 
that this cause demands an unreserved 
and unresting devotion. 


Rev. S. C. Weatherly 
has resigned at Trenton, 
N. Y., to accept a call 
to Rockland, Mass. Rev. 
W.D. Wilkie has resigned at Whit- 
man, Mass., to accept a call to Athol, 
Mass. Rev. L. C. Dethlefs has re- 
signed at Walpole, Mass., to accept 
a call to Hyde Park, Mass. Rev. 
A. E. Wilson has accepted a call to 
Northfield, Mass. Mr. P. A. Moly- 
neaux of the Meadville Theological 
School has accepted a call to Wheel- 
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ing, W. Va. “Rev.}- A. Giay, res 
cently of the Congregational Fellow- 
ship, has taken charge of the work 
at Jackson, Mich. 


Three new Societies in 
California are hoping to 
build in the coming 
summer. Wellsituated 
lots have been bought at Fresno, 
Eureka, and Woodland, and adequate 
designs for the church buildings have 
been approved. The new Society 
in Eugene, Oregon, hopes to pur- 
chase land this summer with a view 
of building as soon as its develop- 
ment permits. The Society in Win- 
nipeg is still endeavoring to raise 
funds for the purchase of its needed 
lot. Real estate is very high in 
Winnipeg and a large sum of money 
isinvolved. The Society in Morgan- 
town, West Virginia, has completed 
the purchase of its lot and will soon 
have plans prepared for the greatly 
needed building. Inthe East a Par- 
ish House has just been completed 
at Brewster, Mass., and plans have 
been adopted for new churches at 
West Somerville, Mass., and Potter 
Place, N. H. The new churches at 
Lynn, Mass. and Andover, N. H., 
and the Parish House at Waverly, 
Mass. are welladvanced. Movements 
towards new church buildings are 
being forwarded at Duluth, Minn., 
Dalbo, Minn. and Indianapolis, Ind. 


Buildings. 


We have reached the 
last month of the fiscal 
year and the time when 
the majority of our 
churches are in the habit of making 
their contributions for the national 
work, It is greatly to be hoped that no 


Contributions 


tion. 


church will delay too late, or neglect 
this important matter, so as to lose its 
membership in the national Associa- 
The contributions must be in 
the Treasurer’s hands before May 
Ist. The record of the giving last 
month maintains the good record of 
former years. No marked changes 
appear. Of the 16 churches that 
have just now completed their gifts, 
7 increase their contributions, 6 
decrease, and 5 give the same. The 
banner church this month is Kings 
Chapel, with a contribution of $1680. 
Closely behind follows the First 
Church of Providence, R. I., with 
$1500, and the First Parish in Brook- 
line with $1403, a good gain over the 
gift of the last year. The church 
in Colorado Springs more than doub- 
les its gift of last year, rising from 
$20 to $46. Flushing, N. Y. comes 
up from $10 to $15, and Portsmouth, 
N. H. from $129 to $143. ‘The sub- 
stantial gift from New Bedford of 
$540 is a good increase over last 
year’s gift, and small gains appear in 
the contributions of Unity Church, 
Denver, Col., and the Third Society 
in Cambridge, Mass. Many churches 
make their collections for the national 
work on Easter Sunday, so the 
receipts for the first week in April 
are likely to be the largest of any 
week in the year. 


The President of the 
Association has just 


ourneys 

J “ returned from a tis- 
sionary journey in the 

South. He has visited in turn 


Louisville, Nashville, Chattanooga, 
Atlanta, and Jacksonville. At the 
same time Rev. W. I. Lawrance, as 
a Billings lecturer, visited Richmond 
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and Highland Springs, Va., Nash- 
ville, New Orleans, and Jacksonville, 
taking part with the President in the 
sessions of the Religious Education 
Association at Nashville and in the 
Southern Conference at Jacksonville. 

The Secretary of the Association 
has been travelling on the Pacific 
Coast. On the way out he visited 
the churches in Colorado and the new 
Society in Phoenix, Arizona, then 
attended a meeting of the Southern 
California Conference at Los Angeles 
and visited the other churches in that 
region. He then passed up the coast, 
consulting with our fellow-workers 
and preaching in the churches and 
has now reached British Columbia, 
and is returning homeward through 
the Canadian northwest. 

Mr. Foote, the secretary of the De- 
partment of Education, has returned 
from his visits to the churches and 
University centers in the Mississippi 
Valley and has attended the meeting 
of the Religious Education Associa- 
tion in Nashville, visiting on the way 
at Columbus, Ohio, the seat of the 
State University, and at Danville, 
Ky., the seat of the proposed Dan- 
ville Industrial Institute. 


The little booklet, ‘The 
Church of the Modern 
Spirit,’ continues to 
commend itself to our 
churches as a publicity agent. Dur- 
ing the last month, several thousands 
were published. The church in 
Montclair, N. J., is carrying on an 
extensive publicity campaign, dis- 
tributing systematically 2000 copies 
of the booklet and other literature as 
well. This progressive church be- 
lieves in the largeness of its mission 


Publicity 
Department 


and is availing itself of the great 
opportunities open to every liberal 
church today. 

The Bethany Baptist (Unitarian) 
Church of Denver, Colorado, which 
has recently joined our fellowship, 
has shown its earnestness of purpose 
by securing and distributing a special 
edition of the same booklet. In 
addition to this publicity work, it 
has subscribed for 200 copies of the 
Unitarian Calendar. 

Rev. Charles W. Casson, Secre- 
tary of the Department, spent the 
most of March doing missionary work 
in Ohio and West Virginia. In 
company with Rev. E. C. Smith, 
Secretary of the Western Conference, 
he held a series of meetings in Day- 
ton, Ohio, which were very success- 
ful in point of attendance and interest, 
and which resulted in the formation 
of a Unitarian church in that city. 
A large number declared themselves 
in favor of such organization and 
steps will be at once taken to establish 
what shows every promise of being a 
flourishing church. The opportunity 
in Dayton is a wonderfully promising 
one, due to certain factors in the 
local environment. 

After speaking in Marietta, Ohio, 
Mr. Casson held a series of meetings 
in Fairmont and Parkersburg, W.Va., 
endeavoring to increase the interest 
aroused at these points by Rev. 
Thomas Clayton. He then visited 
the new society in Morgantown, 
speaking in the Court House on 
Sunday evening, and finding a move- 
ment of much promise being devel- 
oped under the able leadership of 
Rev. Alfred Free. 

In view of the difficulty of supply- 
ing the needs of churches that vary 
so much in their demands and spirit, 
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it is gratifying to hear from practi- 
cally every quarter words of com- 
mendation of the Unitarian Calendar. 
The 11,000 copies now being pub- 
lished must necessarily exercise a 
large influence upon the unity of our 
movement and also in increasing the 
interest in it, both within and with- 
out the churches. The aim of the 
Department is to put this Calendar 
into every church of our faith. 


In the next two or three 
months several state and 


Department : Slee 

of Social national organizations 
and Public will hold their annual 
eetvice conferences. Notable 


among them will be the 
National Conference of Charities and 
Correction in St. Louis in May, and 
the Congress of the Playground 
Association of America in Rochester 
in June. The subjects considered 
at these gatherings are important and 
of general interest, but as they are 
nearly always held in the larger cities, 
the smaller communities have no 
opportunity to listen to and profit by 
the papers and discussions. ‘This, of 
course, cannot be helped, but it has 
seemed to the Department of Public 
Service that it might be possible to 
make up for this educational loss, in 
a measure, by arranging for civic 
conferences in some of the towns and 
villages which can never be reached 
by the national organizations. At 
such meetings local issues and prob- 
lems would naturally receive atten- 
tion. Questions of public health and 


sanitation, housing, the administra- 
tion of private and public relief, play- 
grounds, social hygiene, education, 
vocational training, boys’ and girls’ 
clubs, civic improvement and the like 
would be discussed by experts in 
local relations, and if the movement 
were followed up the effect would, 
undoubtedly, be felt in improved 
conditions. Our own church could 
hold such a conference if need be, 
but it would be better if all the 
churches and public organizations in 
a town would unite to carry it on and 
make it a success. It would then 
become the civic expression of the 
religious life of the whole community. 
The Secretary of the Department is 
now assisting in making the arrange- 
ments for several of these conferences 
to be held in the spring and fall, and 
will be glad to consult or correspond 
with any others who may be inter- 
ested in the matter. 

Since the last issue of WorD AND 
Work Mr. Forbes has preached at 
East Boston, Melrose, Winchester 
and Meeting House Hill. He has 
addressed Alliances at Lawrence, 
Framingham and Canton on “ Pre- 
ventative Philanthropy,’’ the Men’s 
Club of Brockton on the ‘‘ Housing 
Problem,’’ the Boston Ministers’ 
Association on the ‘‘ Italian Situation 
in the Metropolitan District,’ and 
the Wayland Women’s Club on 
‘‘ Social Opportunities,’’ and has pre- 
sided at the Sunday Evening People’s 
Meetings in Cambridge. 
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Many branches issue printed pro- 
grammes which are full of suggestion 
and in exchange are helpful to others. 
Their usefulness would be greater if 
each bore the name of the town and 
date of the programme. ‘‘ Women’s 
Alliance, First Unitarian Church ”’ 
applies to a great many branches and 
for reference needs to be distinguish- 
ed more definitely. 

We again recommend that every 
Alliance document should give the 
name, place and date. Inconveni- 
ence and misunderstanding might 
often be avoided if all announce- 
ments of meetings also gave the year 
as well as the day. 


The recent incident in Rome in 
connection with Mr. Fairbanks’ pro- 
posed visit to the Pope has brought 
into prominence the work of the 
Methodists in Italy. 

What has been done by Methodist 
missions in the way of schools is of 
remarkable interest. In Rome is a 
fine building for church services, with 
Sunday school room, Epworth 
League parlors, offices, book room, a 
printing plant, rooms for a theologi- 
cal school and a boys’ school. The 
Wonien’s Foreign Missionary Society 
carries on a large girls’ school named 
Crandon Hall after Mrs. Elizabeth 
W. Crandon still living in Evanston, 


Illinois. About 1400 girls have at- 
tended this school, and another 
school, called The Girls’ Home 


School has 67 pupils. In Florence 
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and Venice there are also successful 
schools. 

The Alliance has never been great- 
ly attracted to the work of foreign 
missions which is of such absorbing 
interest to women of other churches, 
and has had little to do with any but 
the Japanese Mission in which it 
always fully believed. It is gratify- 
ing to learn from the president of the 
American Unitarian Association that 
a new impetus has been given to the 
work in Tokio by Rev. Clay Mac- 
Cauley, who since returning there six 
months ago as the representation of 
the Association, has re-organized the 
church and re-vivified many mission- 
ary activities which were in need of 
fresh inspiration and renewed assur- 
ance of fellowship. 

The Alliance has its new lines of 
missionary work, chief among which 
is the Post Office Mission which pre- 
pares the ground for all other mis- 
sionary effort. In this every Alliance 
woman no matter how remote, can 
take part. In the new construction 
work of building churches, in which 
a modest beginning has been made in 
the south, the Alliance finds, like the 
Methodists that the school is an im- 
portant factor in the up-building of a 
community. The two schools in 
Swansboro and Shelter Neck have 
already made an impression for good 
ainong the people and prove the worth 
of the old New England ideal that 
the meeting house and the school 
should be planted together. 
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At the regular meeting of the 
Executive Board held on March rith 
twenty-six were present from New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, New York, and Canada. 

A new branch has been formed at 
Sanford, Maine, where there has been 
a phenomenal awakening among 
liberals and a church formed. The 
secretary of the branch is Mrs. 
William Babbitt. 

Mrs. O. H. Richardson of Mont- 
pelier was elected director for Ver- 
mont in place of Mrs. Staples resign- 
ed, and Mrs. John C. Cobb of Milton, 
Mass. was elected a member of the 
Post Office Mission committee, from 
which Miss Frances LeBaron has just 
resigned. Miss LeBaron has been 
connected with the Post Office Mis- 
sion from the very beginning and for 
many years was one of the most act- 
ively interested members of the west- 
ern section. It is with great regret 
that her name is dropped from the 
list. 

An appeal was recommended to the 
branches from West Somerville, 
Massachusetts, asking for $250 to 
help in building a church. The peo- 
ple have been using an undesirable 
hall and having secured land some 
time ago are now anxious to have a 
church building. The Alliance 
branch is large and active and has 
been hard at work for this home 
church which a little help now will 
enable them to enjoy at once. 

The report from the southern cir- 
cuits tells of continued work in North 
Carolina although Rey. Mr. Key has 
taken a short vacation to come north. 
The failing health of Mr. Gibson pre- 
sents new problems for the Alliance 
that the work so well done may not 
languish. The Alliance will be re- 
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presented at the Conference at Jack- 
sonville by Mrs. Peterson and Miss 
Field who will meet officers of the 
American Unitarian Association and 
doubtless the situation will be well 
considered and future plans proposed. 

The committee to care for College 
Girls appears to have created an 
interest among branches in college 
towns, and the students themselves 
are in most cases responding to the 
efforts of the committee. The British 
League is doing even better in this 
line of work, looking after all girls 
who leave home either for school, 
college or employment and assuring 
them of welcome in the Unitarian 
church. 

The report of the clerk showed un- 
usual activity at headquarters during 
the past month, with 160 visitors, 94 
letters received, 52 written, 40 books 
lent from the library, 9 papers lent, 
37 packages of Alliance material and 
67 packages of exchange sermons 
sent out. The clerk has also ad- 
dressed 1665 wrappers for Word and 
Work. 

It is a good time to call attention 
to the usefulness of the Circulating 
Library which is so welcome where- 
ever itis known. The many grate- 
ful letters from ministers and isolated 
readers who have availed themselves 
of the privilege attest its value. 
Books are sent on application to Miss 
Everett, 25 Beacon St., Boston, and 
the borrower is expected to pay the 
return postage. 

Reports were due from Massachu- 
setts and as read by the directors 
were listened to with close attention. 
Hach one was worthy of record and 
it is regretted that every Alliance 
member cannot read the whole of the 
one hundred and fifty stories, but 
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space and expense will only allow a 
mere mention of each branch. Those 
reports are of great importance to the 
Alliance and the thanks of the execu- 
tive board are due to the branches 
which have responded so well to the 
wishes of the directors and the rules 
of the Alliance. 


Mrs. Friend expressed great pleasure in 
presenting her reports “full of the right 
spirit for which the Alliance stands.” 
Beverly with 210 members is fully alive to 
€very opportunity by which it can be of 
real service. The three branches in Salem 
unite ina monthly meeting, alternating with 
the home meetings. These are real Uni- 
tarian meetings with speakers on religious 
themes. The Peabody branch is very act- 
tive and often invites other branches to its 
meetings. Gloucester with a study class 
and P. O. Mission does much philanthro- 
pic work also. 

Mrs. Sheldon reported North Andover 
dividing its members into groups meeting 
at houses and reporting monthly at a larger 
meeting. Haverhill is assuming the ex- 
pense of alteration in the vestry. Has good 
fortnightly meetings. Lawrence also has 
one business meeting and one social meet- 
ing with a speaker each month. Lynn 
emphasizes the religious intelligence and 
has issued a second edition of the pastor’s 
sermon ‘‘The Unitarian Yea and Nay.” 
Newburyport does good work and is proud 
of an excellent Flower Mission and a sew- 
ing school. 

Mrs. Harwood presented reports from 
Ayer, Chelmsford, Groton, Littleton, Low- 
ell, Pepperell, Shirley, Westwood and the 
newly formed branch at Ashly which has 
nearly doubled its membership since or- 
ganization. Most of those branches join 
in P. O. Mission and Cheerful Letter work; 
many answer appeals and send gifts to 
fairs and one report says ‘‘ We have seven 
or eight men at church now, where for- 
merly we had only one.” 

Through Mrs. Keyes reports come from 
Bedford and Billerica each haying a P. O. 
Mission and sending good books; Lexing- 
ton which by raising money by the pledge 
plan has been able to devote good amounts 
to a large number of requests and appeals; 
East Lexington doing well with entertain- 
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ments and a neighborhood meeting; Sud- 
bury with 15 members helping others and 
announcing that “‘ Financially the church 
is in better condition than for some time 
and hopes to be able to keep open another 
year without asking aid;” and Waverley 
where the members have worked hard for 
the new Parish House and feel grateful to 
all who had given sympathy and help. 
The branch joins in all Alliance activities, 


Mrs. Smith read reports from Arlington 
with its Junior Alliance, all working en- 
thusiastically; Belmont with increased 
membership, two meetings each month and 
efficient committees; the large branch at 
Concord contributing to all appeals and 
active in P.O. Mission and Cheerful Let- 
ter Exchange; Framingham busy in help- 
ing to pay for repairs on church and vestry, 
but not forgetting the needs elsewhere; 
Waltham haying listened to fine addresses 
at the meetings has also “ proved by the 
holding of monthly suppers that people 
want and enjoy the old fashioned church 
supper and sociable.” Wayland has been 
studying the Bible with “inspiring talks,” 
and has an exceptionally good Cheerful 
Letter committee. In Weston the Alliance 
is only one of several societies in the 
church, but with P. O. Mission, Cheerful 
Letter and interesting speakers is doing its 
part in an active church. The Winchester 
branch does much to help others and 
besides the usual work has paid the tuition 
of a pupil at the Tuckerman school. 
Woburn presents a varied programme and 
has had a delightful Guest Night. Appro- 
priates money for many objects including 
one hundred dollars to the parish. 


Mrs. Strong’s reports included two 
branches in Cambridge, Chestnut Hill, 
Malden, Medford, Melrose, Natick, New- 
ton, Newton Center, West Newton, Somer- 
ville, and Watertown. All have excellent 
programmes and join in the various lines of 
Alliance work, raising much money and 
disbursing it generously. 

Mrs. Bolster’s branches include Chelsea, 
which perseyeres in spite of the loss of 
the church by fire, meeting regularly and 
much encouraged by the presence of the 
director, and some interesting addresses. 
Revere has quietly but effectively done the 
regular work, held suppers and planned 
for a fair. The recording secretary hay- 
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ing married, the corresponding secretary 
has taken both offices. The Hawes branch, 
South Boston has met as usual, done a 
good P. O. Mission work, held a fair, made 
some generous gifts in answer to appeals 
and listened to several admirable addresses. 

Mrs. Nash reported for twelve branches, 


six in Dorchester, two in Roxbury, one 
each in West Roxbury, Roslindale, 
Brighton and Jamaica Plain. Money has 


been raised in various ways, fairs have 
been held by some, suppers and food sales 
by four, mite boxes were distributed by 
one, receiving one hundred dollars there- 
from. One gave a Dutch Kermis continu- 
ing two days resulting in $863.31. One 
branch only has used exclusively the 
pledge system resulting in contributions 
of $500, one other has used it partially. 
Two branches report great progress in the 
P. O. Mission. With two exceptions these 
twelve branches are called upon to aid 
their respective churches with their hard 
earned money. Attendance is good at the 
meetings which are generally devoted to 
real Alliance aims and purposes. Five 
branches have responded to appeals re- 
commended by the national board. 

Mrs. Standish is director for nine 
branches in the city proper, Arlington St. 
First and Second Church, King’s Chapel, 
Church of the Disciples, South Congrega- 
tional Church, Bulfinch Place, and two 
branches without churches, New South 
and Unity Circle. The reports are inspir- 
ing, so much real work of value to the 
members, to the church and to the Unita- 
tian faith is being done. At the wish of 
being invidious a few extracts must be 
given from the story of Unity Circle con- 
sisting of 42 members with no church hold- 
ing meeting at 25 Beacon St. monthly. 
“We raise most of our money by pledges 
of five dollarsa year including the mem- 
bership fee.” ‘Asso many of our mem- 
bers belong to other branches we have no 
study class but read from Dr. Savage's ser- 
mons and writings.” ‘We confine our- 
selyes to Alliance work, answering the 
appeals endorsed by the board according 
to the immediate needs.” ‘During the 
past four years one of our members has 
travelled all over this wide country. She 
first visited Richmond for the dedication 
of the church there and has been in every 
state and territory, Alaska and Old Mexico. 
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She visited all the Unitarian churches 
along the way and joined every branch.” 

Mrs. Saville reported for Braintree, 
Brookline First and Second, Canton, Cohas- 
set, Dedham, Dover, Hyde Park, Milton, 
Needham, Quincy, Randolph, Sherborn, 
Sharon, Walpole, Wellesley Hills, West- 
wood, and Wollaston. Interest and en- 
thusiasm are shown in all these branches, 
with varying success in financial efforts. 
Cheerful Letters work and the P. O. Mis- 
sion meet with good results, meetings are 
generally well attended and social life is 
well cared for while the religious aims of 
the Alliance are being better recognized 
each year. 

Reports of branches under Miss Day are 
equally full of interest and encouragement. 
Barnstable has replaced a portion of a fund 
taken for building the church. Brewster 
has almost entirely furnished the Davis 
Memorial Parish House. Bridgewater 
has been interested in talks by the minis- 
ter and is doing well. East Bridgewater 
has helped the church and repaired the 
parish house. Has endeavored to awaken 
new interest in the communion service. 
Brockton, ‘‘a band of most devoted work- 
ers” has done much along alllines. South 
Carver has insured the church and is work- 
ing fora building for Alliance and other 
meetings. Duxbury contributes to the 
minister’s salary, repairing the church, 
heating the parish house and paying the 
organist and still helps others. Green 
Harbor too, has painted church and par- 
sonage and helped the needed purchase of 
a lot of land adjoining. Three churches 
form the branch in Hingham which has 
had a profitable year. The branch in 
Kingston is ‘‘active, harmonious and 
united,” has lost a loved minister who has 
been with them for nearly forty years. 
Has deposited in bank $800 towards the 
erection of a parish house. Middleboro 
pledges $200 a year to church expenses and 
give generously to others. Has an enter- 
prising Junior Alliance doing much for 
the church and parish. Plymouth branch 
meeting weekly attends to the require- 
ments of the Alliance, especially to the 
Home Study department of the Cheerful 
Letter. A vigorous Junior Alliance, whose 
chief aim is self-improvement, attends to 
many social functions and otherwise helps 
the church. Rockland has good meeting 
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with speakers. Sandwich gave $300 to the 
church, has interesting meetings the min- 
ister reading while members sew for a fair. 
Scituate branch pays for a barge to take 
distant members to church and Alliance 
and sends delegates to meetings. Whit- 
man branch paid the expenses of the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the society and 
gave $50 to the church besides. 

All these branches do Post Office Mis- 
sion work in some form and several do 
much for Cheerful Letter. While all have 
to consider the money question, none of 
them neglect the primary Alliance object, 
“to quicken the religious life.” 

Mrs. Morton brought most interesting 
reports from Attleboro, begining its second 
year under happy and hopeful conditions; 
the ‘‘ wonderful society of 14 members” in 
the old Pedobaptist Society of Dighton ; 
from Eastondale branch which sends gifts 
in response to requests for sales always 
accompainied with a friendly letter; the 
large branch at Fairhaven doing much for 
the community; the fine work at Fall 
River there the meetings are largely given 
to subjects of religious or social service and 
reform; Nantucket holding meetings all 
summer and noteworthy for a Good Cheer 
committee; North Easton faithful and 
energetic are distributing books; Norton 
which recently redecorated the church and 
is now free from debt; Taunton branch 
including three distinct organizations, 
P. O. Mission, Cheerful Letter and Sewing 
Circle and doing much unique work; 
lastly Vineyard Hayen welcoming visitors 
in the summer and looking ‘‘ forward to 
the future with encouragement remember- 
ing the past.” 

Mrs. Holden told of Berlin much inter- 
ested in Alliance work especially P. O. 
Mission and contributing to church ex- 
penses and appeals; the Clinton branch 
still a Benevolent Society doing much 
local work and interested in WORD AND 
Work reports; Northboro sending out 
libraries and especially caring for southern 
work; Mendon with fine papers read and a 
successful fair; Uxbridge branch active 
socially and making generous appropria- 
tions; Hopedale with large numbers and 
many pleasant occurrences among others 
a legacy of $500 from the late Joseph Ban- 
croft the interest to be used at the discre- 
tion of the directors; Fitchburg doing 
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much work on a large scale. The director 
says ‘‘the true Alliance spirit is shown in 
the Fitchburg branch.” The Leominster 
branch specially mentioned as doing good 
P. O. Mission work and publishing a ser- 
mon of the minister. A group of girls long 
identified with the church under the name 
of The Gleaners have formed a Junior 
Alliance taking up a course of study 
under the minister's wife. 

Mrs. Macgowan reported for Athol with- 
out a minister, helping the church and 
meeting regularly; for Brookfield with a 
good reading circle and successful fair. 
The pastors wife took the agency of the 
books from the Publication Department 
giving the commission allowed to the 
branch. Barre is interested in a newly 
formed Unitarian Club, and works chiefly 
for charity. Gardner has had many social 
functions and is studying Temperance in 
the literary half hour. The branch at 
Grafton recently organized is admirably 
divided under various committees and is 
full of enthusiasm. Plans are making to 
remodel the church. The Petersham 
branch thoroughly alive is enjoying a new 
church and parlor and doing good work. 
Sturbridge has given the proceeds of a 
Harvest supper towards the minister’s sal- 
ary and contributed to the building of a 
church in Winchester, N. H. Westboro 
‘has earnest and devoted members strong 
in the spirit of co-operation and enthusias- 
tic in doing good work.” Winchendon is 
prosperous giving $100 to the church, $40 
to Proctor Academy and something to each 
appeal. The Worcester League has pre- 
sented an interesting programme this win- 
ter and carries on a valuable P. O. Mission 
with five members from each of the three 
Worcester churches as the committee. 

Mrs. Pearson is director for Amherst 
studying Famous Unitarian Women and 
hiring organist and quartette for church 
services; Chicopee which has had a year of 
great activity clearing off the church debt; 
Florence doing good P. O. Mission work 
and sending The Christian Register to 
Mt. Holyoke College ; Holyoke has P. O. 
Mission and Cheerful Letter conimittees 
and an occasional evening meeting for the 
benefit of members unable to attend after- 
noons; Northampton has fine all-day meet- 
ings, business in the morning and study 
class in the afternoon; the large branch in 
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Springfield which has discussed many im- 
portant questions, has enthusiastic Cheer- 
ful Letter and P. O. Mission committee 
and has sent over $250 to other branches 
needing help; and the branch at Ware with 
two meetings a month good social life and 
work done for Cheerful Letter. 

Mrs. Wells-Smith reported for Deerfield 
with meetings well sustained and papers 
on ‘‘The different phases of religious deyel- 
opment from the introduction of Christian- 
ity into England to the beginning of the 
Unitarian faith.” Much pleasure was 
given by the generous gifts of other 
branches for a recent fair. Greenfield has 
inspiring meetings and lately a successful 
union meeting of all the churches in town 
to discuss the subject of ‘‘What are our 
churches doing for Temperance?” The 
branch at Montague is working with in- 
domitable bravery, meeting every two 
weeks to pay for needed repairs on the 
church. Until this is done the society is 
unable to afford preaching. The minister 
from Bernardston has offered to hold after- 
noon services and the society hopes to be 
able to have him. Northfield in spite of 
being pastorless has worked faithfully on, 
with well attended meetings and home 
missionary work. Pittsfield does a little 
P. O. Mission work and contributes largely 
to church expenses. Rowe has carried out 
a good programme with interest and en- 
thusiasm. Monthly suppers bring together 
old and young. One hundred dollars has 
been paid towards the ministers study 
recently added to the parsonage and fifty 
dollars for minister’s salary. An Alliance 
library has been started. At Turner’s Falls 
the work continues as usual. The annual 
May party will be held as for thirty years 
past. The faithful branch of nine mem- 
bers at Warwick now studying Unitarian 
Belief has answered requests for fairs and 
contributed to the Pacific Coast trip. Has 
visited and entertained other branches 
with much enjoyment, 

Fuller reports of the work done by any 
of those branches can be supplied if desir- 
ed. The next meeting of the Executive 
Board will be held on April 8th then re- 
ports from the west will be expected. 

The New England Vice-president sends 
greetings to her two hundred branches, to 
the true and tried and to the newer 
branches, including the three just formed, 
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at Ashby and Grafton, Massachusetts, and 
Sanford, Maine. See to it that these are 
invited soon to neighborhood meetings, 
where mutual acquaintance is fostered and 
the sense of fellowship strengthened. Let 
me call attention to Concord’s (N. H.) fine 
meeting, reported in the March WorD AND 
Work, and also to the greetings sent from 
that gathering to another branch. In 
some parts of New England the neighbor- 
hood meeting is unknown. If only two 
branches can get together let those two 
take turns in entertaining each other, and 
let some time be devoted to comparing 
notes and talking over plans and programs. 

Are the branches borrowing the lending 
papers from Headquarters and are they 
finding them helpful? Let us have more 
good papers to add to the list. The Cir- 
culating Library with its fine collection of 
books might be used much more widely by 
the branches. How about the Study Class 
Leaflets and the Forty Questions? 

We must rejoice that now “‘there is no 
Unitarian Church in the Middle States 
without an Alliance branch.” When is 
this to be true of New England? Of 
Massachusetts? The word today is co- 
operation, our word given us by Dr. Hale 
is “togetherness,” and yet there are places 
in New England where this message has 
not been received. In some of our older 
churches the woman’s society prefers to 
stand aloof, to forego the pleasures of 
fellowship, lest it lose something of its 
independence. I can not believe what has 
been said quite recently, that sending one 
third of the fees to the national treasury is 
the argument against becoming an Alliance 
branch. That is the simple business 
arrangement, and every dranch naturally 
wishes to do its part to Support the organ- 
ization to which it belongs. Noone would 
expect to share in the privileges of mem- 
bership without contributing towards the 
expenses of the society whatever it may be. 
A good return is made by the National 
Alliance in printing and distributing Man- 
ual, WoRD AND Work, Leaflets, and in 
maintaining a headquarters to which mem- 
bers may and do turn for advice and help, 
witness last month’s report of 160 visitors 
and 94 letters. No, it can not be the mat- 
ter of fees. The New England Directors 
must show the members of these sewing 
societies that they may join the National 
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Alliance and continue to do just what they 
are doing, if that is their choice, and that 
they will do it better for the companion- 
ship of their sister branches and the inter- 
change of ideas. Let us report one year 
hence that no Unitarian church in New 
England is without its Alliance branch. 


The March meeting and annual 
election of the New York League 
were held at All Souls’ Church, 38 
new members having been added 
this year. The report of religious 
news touched upon the demonstra- 
tion at Berlin over a belief in Jesus ; 
the church and school question in 
France; the unusual Buddhist activ- 
ity in India; and the investigation 
of Trinity church property in New 
York. The address of the morning 
was by Dr. Samuel Schulman, Rabbi 
of ‘Temple Beth-El, New York, on 
“Race Prejudice, its meaning and 
results.’’ The collection of $39 was 
sent to Richmond. 


The vice-president for the south 
writes: ‘‘ Few realize what the Post 
Office Mission does because its re- 
sults are apparently so small, but in 
our section, the very first step must 
be to remove or disarm the ‘“‘preju- 
dice’? to our faith. Personal argu- 
ment does not do this because into 
arguments creeps always the little 
bitter touch, whether intended or 
not, but the quiet reading of one of our 
tracts, judiciously selected, means 
more than anything else towards 
educating the reader and without his 
consciousness even, removing a cer- 
tain amount of prejudice. A sentence 
here, another there, perhaps in a 
different tract, educates and broad- 
ens wonderfully. He may never 
become an out and out Unitarian but 
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he will learn to understand the 
Unitarian view point better, and will 
cease to carry on warfare against it 
himself, or instigate others to do 
so. This makes our work easier and 
leads by gradual steps to growth and 
success therein. Credit may be given 
for success to the pulpit, the branch, 
or the church, but more oft much of 
it is deserved but seldom given to 
the silent modest little worker, our 
Post Office Mission Tract! Won’t 
you all help this messenger to do its 
part, by taking up this work and 
giving it special time and thought ?”’ 


As noticed in the Christian Register 
of March 3d, a memorial of some sort 
to Dr. Edward Everett Hale is under 
consideration in Boston and else- 
where. Whatever form it takes the 
Alliance women will doubtless have 
an active interest in furthering the 
plan, for to the Alliance Dr. Hale 
was always a firm friend and suppor- 
ter. For many years the Annual 
Meeting in Dr. Hale’s church was 
opened by him in person, and the 
opportunity was utilized to speak 
words of encouragement and appre- 
ciation. Dr. Hale always emphasized 
the fact that the Alliance was “‘ the 
best business organization’’ he knew. 

It appears to be prevailing idea 
that a statue, preferably of the type 
of the Channing statue, should be 
erected in some prominent place in 
Boston, but that any memorial to 
Dr. Hale, wherever placed should 
take on a national character. There 
is also another place, that of a mem- 
orial church, or Unitarian Cathedral 
in Boston, but as yet no definite pur- 
pose has crystallized. That an ad- 
equate memorial of Dr. Hale will be 
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erected is practically settled, cer- 
tainly in Boston and perhaps also in 
Washington. 


The branch at Dr. Hale’s own 
church, the South Congregational 
Church, Boston, has used for an 
opening service the prayers made by 
Dr. Hale in Congress. 


The British League although of 
comparatively recent existence is 
rapidly overtaking the Alliance in 
all forms of work. It will shortly 
bring out a leaflet outlining a sug- 
gested course of study for study 
classes and reading circles. A sub- 
committee is arranging for a meeting 
in Cambridge of members from 
neighboring Women’s Colleges to 
consider lines of work similar to that 
of the Alliance committee for the 
care of College Girls, the plan 
of the League being now inclusive. 
The Postal Mission is thoroughly 
well organized and instances are 
constantly recorded of the interest 
taken in the literature distributed. 
It is pleasant to have the methods 
of the Alliance so acceptable and it 
is a powerful incentive to the: Al- 
liance members to do better. 

The Van Mission is already mak- 
ing plans for extended trips in Eng- 
land and Scotland and open air meet- 
ings are even now being held in 
advance, 
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The secretary of the branch at 
North Church, Salem has become 
Mrs. Albert S. Brown, 33 Summer 
St. 


The spring meeting of the New 
England Associate Alliance will be 
held on April 28th, 1910 at Lowell, 
Massachusetts, subject Co-operation. 
Reports, election of officers and gen- 
eral Conference will fill the morning 
and in the aftermoon Rey. James 
De Normandie, D. D., will give his 
appreciative paper on Dr. Hale. 


An instructive and interesting 
paper on Philanthropic Motives and 
Methods as influenced by our Unita- 
rian Faith, has been added to the 
Lending Papers at headquarters. 


The names of Mrs. Samuel Quincy, 
Mrs. B. Ward Dix, Mrs. Henry A. 
Taber, Miss Phoebe Adam, Miss 
Hannah Adam and Mrs. Sarah Dick- 
erman have been placed In Memor- 
iam. 


Amounts now needed for the Ap- 
peals :— 
Allegheny, Pa. 
Waverley, Mass. 
West Somerville, Mass. 


$143.00 
197.50 
245-00 
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Board of Directors 


THE eighth regular meeting, for 
the year 1909-10, of the Board of 
Directors of the National Young 
People’s Religious Union was held 
in Room 11, 25 Beacon St., Boston, 
Mass., on Tuesday, March 1, rgro. 
There were present besides the 
secretary, President Saunderson and 
Messrs. Bates, Harwood, McMurdie, 
Schumacher and Sturtevant. 

After routine business the finances 
of the Union were carefully consid- 
ered for the next two months, and a 
forecast was made for next year. 

The invitation to provide a speaker 
for Wednesday forenoon, July 13, 
at the Isle of Shoals, was accepted. 

GRACE R. Torr, 
Secretary. 


The Annual Meeting 


THE Annual Meeting will take 
place as usual in the Second Church, 
Copley Square, Boston, Mass., on 
Thursday, May 26, with the after- 
noon session given over to business, 
and an evening meeting in the church 
auditorium, open to the public. 

Every Union should, before its 
meetings for the season are over, 
elect three delegates to the Annual 
Meeting and make its contribution 
to the Treasury. 

Contributions, in response to the 
letter of the Finance Committee, are 


coming in slowly, ‘The treasurer’s 
books close on May 1, so there re- 
mains but a month more in which to 
contribute. The matter should be 
attended to without delay. In case 
your secretary has not read or pre- 
sented the contents of the letter to 
your union, will you not inquire con- 
cerning it and so secure some action 
on the part of your society with re- 
gard to this very important subject ? 


Life Memberships 


SINCE last reported in Worp AND 
Work, the following names have 
been added to the Life Membership 
list, making the present number 152: 

151. Mrs. James H. Beal, 
Boston, Mass. 

152. Mrs. Charles T. White, 
Boston, Mass. 


Nominations for Offices 


THE Constitution of our Union pro- 
vides that each local society may 
suggest names for the nominations 
to be made at the annual meeting, 
for the general officers of the ensuing 
year, by sending them to the chair- 
man of the Nominating Committee. 

This is a privilege and duty that 
every branch of the Union should be 
gladtoacceptand undertake. Please 
talk the matter over at your next 
meeting and let us know of your 
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recommendations. By such means 
only can the Nominating Committee 
present a thoroughly representative 
and democratic list of candidates. 

The positions to be filled are those 
of President, Vice-Presidents, (six, 
or more, representing different sec- 
tions of the country) Secretary, 
Treasurer, and fifteen directors, as 
follows: — One from Canada, one 
from New Hampshire, one from New 
York, one from Maine, eight from 
Massachusetts, one from Pennsyl- 
vania, one from Vermont, and one 
from California. 

Address all communications to 

REV. HAROLD G. ARNOLD, 
Bridgewater, Mass. 
Chairman of the Nominating Com. 


South Worcester Federation 


THE annual meeting of the South 
Worcester Federation was held in the 
South Unitarian Memorial Church, 
Worcester, on Sunday, Jan. 30. 

The following officers were elected 
for 1910: President, Mr. Harry G. 
Newman of Hopedale; Vice-Presi- 
dent, Mr. Harold A. Rogers of West- 
boro. Secretary- Treasurer, Miss 
May A. Leland of Worcester. 

The invitation to meet with the 
Parkman Guild of Westboro on Sun- 
day, April 24, was accepted. 

Reports of the work of the various 
unions were given and all showed 
progress and prosperity. Although 
there is no society in Grafton we are 
now having a representation from 
there. The unions represented were: 
Hopedale, 7; West Upton, 15; 
Westboro, 8; Grafton 7; and South 
Unitarian, Worcester, 30. 

A brief outline of the joint federa- 


tion meeting in Boston was given by 
the secretary. The paper of the 
afternoon was given by Miss Florence 
M. Southworth of Westboro on 
‘‘ Great Scenes in the Life of Paul,’’ 
in an extremely interesting and in- 
structive manner. 

The evening session at 6.30 was 
addressed by Rev. Abbot Peterson 
of Lancaster who gave an interesting 
paper on ‘‘The Mirror and the Re- 
flection.”’ 

May A. LELAND, 
Secretary. 


Boston Federation 


THE mid-year meeting of the 
Boston Federation was held Sunday, 
February 27, at the Meeting House 
Hill Church, Dorchester, with the 
Nathaniel Hall Society. 

Rev. Roger S. Forbes spoke a most 
cordial word of welcome, after which 
followed the business session with 
reports from the secretary and the 
various committees. 

The Friendly Service Committee 
reported that the Christmas work 
this year was most successful, sev- 
enty-four children being given toys, 
candy and mittens. 

Mr. Herbert C. Beck was forced to 
tender his resignation as Vice-Presi- 
dent and Mr. Marshall I. Stone of 
the Nathaniel Hall Society was 
elected in his place. 

The federation hopes to make a 
generous contribution to the Na- 
tional Union this year. The Hyde 
Park Union is to join the federation 
and will be cordially welcomed. 
They are strong, enthusiastic and 
optimistic. 

The Hospitality Committee hopes 
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to even surpass its good work of last 
year at the meeting of the National 
Young People’s Religious Union in 
Anniversary Week. 

The evening commenced with a 
devotional service, after which a 
choir, consisting of members from 
the Brighton Union, contributed 
some pleasing selections. We hope 
to make this choir singing a special 
feature of our meetings in the future. 

Prof. Jeffrey R. Brackett, Dean of 
the School for Social Workers in 
Boston, spoke on ‘‘ Social Service by 
the Young People To-day.’’ 


HARRIET EF. UNDERHILL, 
Secretary. 


Annual Meeting of Boston 
Federation 


On Sunday, April 24, the annual 
meeting of the Boston Federation 
will be held in the Church of Our 
Father, East Boston. The usual 
afternoon and evening services at 
four and half-past seven o’clock will 
be held. 

The afternoon session will be de- 
voted to business, —the election of 
officers, reports of committees, offi- 
cers, etc. The general topic for the 
evening will be ‘‘ What We Wish To 
Do as Unitarians,’’ and will be dis- 
cussed by two or three different 
speakers: Mr. Percy A. Atherton 
will present the subject from a lay- 
man’s point of view. 

It is hoped that there will be a very 
large attendance. 


1g 


Notes from the Field 


THE Y.P.R. U. of Madison has 
had some well attended and interest- 
ing meetings this season. In the 
autumn the annual reception to stu- 
dents was held in the parlors. This 
brought the young people together 
and established a social tie with the 
church. Most of the Sunday even- 
ing meetings have been addressed by 
the young people. At New Year’sa 
native of India, of China and of Hol- 
land told of the New Year’s customs 
in his home land. One Sunday we 
had the great pleasure of a visit from 
the Rev. H. W. Foote of Ann Arbor. 
At six o’clock seventy of the young 
people sat down to a supper at the 
Woman’s Building. After the meal 
and a few minutes of sociability we 
all marched in a long procession to 
the church where speeches were 
made by six of the members and by 
Mr. Foote. 


Rey. A. D. K. Shurtleff, one of 
our vice-presidents, has just returned 
from a trip through Illinois, South- 
ern Minnesota and Iowa. His trip 
was very successful. He organized 
a number of unions that will no 
doubt affiliate with the national or- 
ganization. Several letters of appre- 
ciation for having sent Mr. Shurtleff 
have been received and show how 
much his efforts are valued. 
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Rev. Harry Lutz, for- 
merly of Billerica, Mass., 
was installed as minis- 
ter of the Channing 
Church in Newton on April 17th. 
Rev. J. W. Cooper, recently of the 
_ Presbyterian fellowship, has accepted 
a call to the Unitarian church in 
Lancaster, Pa. Rev. C. A. Drum- 
mond has resigned at Littleton, 
Mass., to accept a call to the First 
Church in Somerville. Rev. F. P. 
Estabrook has resigned at West- 
wood, Mass., and Rev. Melvin 
Brandow at Plymouth, Mass. Rev. 
C. W. Casson has accepted a call to 
the Third Church, Dorchester. Rev. 
J. lL. Robinson has resigned at Rich- 
mond, Va., and accepted a call to 
Barneveld, N. Y. 


Ministerial 


Personals 


The month of April 
brings to the national 
Treasury the largest 
receipts of the year. 
The books closed May ist and it is 
to be hoped that no Society has 
permitted its membership in the 
Association to lapse. The record of 
the year so far as the gifts of the 
churches is concerned promises to be 
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a good one. The contributions of 
the last month show no marked 
changes, but testify to the reliable 
goodwill of our people. It is a satis- 
faction to record the substantial 
increase in the gifts of the churches 
in Concord, N. H., Taunton, and 
Fitchburg, Mass. Taunton goes up 
from $312 to $377, Concord from $253 
to $318, Fitchburg from $259 to $358. 
Among the smaller givers New 
Orleans nearly doubles its contribu- 
tion of the last year and so does 
Lawrence, Mass., where the New 
England Field Secretary has been 
at work. North Andover shows a 
substantial gain and encouraging 
increases are noted at Deerfield, 
Roslindale, Bridgewater, Westford, 
Sandwich, and Peabody, Mass., 
Vineland, N. J., and Salem, Oregon. 
The most striking increase of the 
month is the gain at Hackensack, N. 
J., which goes up from a contribu- 
tion of $10 to a gift of $115. The 
record of this little church is peculi- 
arly satisfactory. It was organized 
in an upper hall thirteen years ago, 
gradually gathered strength, bought 
its lot, built a modest chapel with the 
aid of the Church Building Loan 
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Fund, became self-supporting some 
years ago, discharged its debt to the 
Loan Fund in advance of the regular 
time, and nowtakes its place among 
the substantial supporters of the nat- 
ional work. ‘There are no people of 
large means in this little Society, but 
it has spiritual vitality and good busi- 
ness management. Its record is one 
that ought to be possible in a score 
of similar places if the same good 
judgment and loyalty and leadership 
could only be guaranteed. 


The record of the fiscal 
year just closing in the 
increase of the endow- 
ment of the Association 
has been one of the most gratifying 
in our history. A number of sub- 
stantial bequests have upbuilt the 
resources of the Association. The 
bequest of Mrs. Leighton has yielded 
$37,500. and there is still more to 
come. The Slater bequest amounts 
to $10,000., and the final payment on 
the Choate bequest adds something 
over $7,000. The gifts for the en- 
dowment of the Pension Society, of 
which the Association is trustee, 
amount to date to nearly $40,000. 
The smaller gifts and bequests for 
the capital account bring the total of 
gifts for the increase of the endow- 
ment to about $110,000. In the new 
year the Association may look for- 
ward to the payments of the large 
bequests of Mrs. Barnard, Miss Hunt, 
and Mr. Bird. ‘These three wills 
carry bequests which will ultimately 
bring to the Association not less than 
$175,000. 


Endowment 


The Annual Meeting of 
the Association will be 
held at Tremont Tem- 
ple on May 24th and 
25th and it is to be hoped that a 


Annual 
Meeting 


large number of delegates and mem- 
bers will be in attendance. The 
afternoon session on Tuesday, May 
24th, will follow the usual order. 
First will come the annual reports of 
the Secretary and the ‘Treasurer, 
then the reports of the special com- 
mittees, and finally the annual 
address of the President of the 
Association, who will speak on ‘“The 
Administrative Ideals of a Free 
Church.’’ Inthe evening the Anni- 
versary Sermon will be preached by 
Rev. T. R. Slicer, of New York. 
The morning session of Wednesday 
will concern itself with the business of 
the Association, the election of offi- 
cers and the report of the Business 
Committee, with discussion upon the 
matters therein presented. At the 
afternoon session the subject will be 
‘‘The Constructive Energies of our 
Missionary Work”’ and the speakers 
will be Dean Wilbur, Field Secre- 
tary for the Pacific Coast; William 
Thurston Brown, Field Secretary 
for the Rocky Mt. Department; 
Ernest C. Smith, Secretary of the 
Western Conference, and Henry 
Wilder Foote, Secretary of the De- 
partment of Education. In the even- 
ing there will be a public meeting, 
where the speakers will be Rev. 
Elmer S. Forbes, Secretary of the 
Department of Social and Public 
Service, on ‘‘ The Social Service 
Activities of our Churches,’’ and 
President Charles W. Eliot on ‘“The 
Wise Direction of Church Endeavors 
toward Social Reform.”’ 

The business meetings on Tuesday 
afternoon and Wednesday morning 
give ample opportunity for the intro- 
duction and discussion of business. 
Members of the Association who have 
resolutions to propose are asked to 
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communicate their purpose to the 
Secretary of the Association in 
advance so that adequate time can be 
reserved. It will be observed that 
the subjects for the speakers at the 
open sessions are well correlated and 
present four important aspects of our 
work. The officers of the Associa- 
tion will speak on the improvement 
of our administrative methods ; 
another session will deal with our 
constructive missionary energies; a 
third session will consider the direc- 
tion of our social service activities, 
and the Anniversary Sermon may be 
expected to deal with the construc- 
tive principles of our faith and spirit- 
ual life. 


It is possible that some 
To all Asso- Associate Members liv- 
ciateMembers ing in different parts of 

the country may be 
planning to visit New England or the 
Atlantic sea-board during the early 
summer and can so arrange as to 
attend the Anniversary meetings the 
last week in May. If so they will 
receive a cordial welcome at the 
Unitarian Headquarters at 25 Bea- 
con Street, Boston. 

These anniversaries are the most 
important gatherings of the Unitar- 
ian body at large. Delegates attend 
from the churches and other organi- 
zations from all parts of the country. 
The meetings of the American Uni- 
tarian Association and other societies 
are held during the entire week and, 
besides the transaction of annual 
business, many addresses by promi- 
nent Unitarians are given. There 
are also numerous opportunities for 
social intercourse, the meeting of old 
friends and the making of new ones. 
The hospitality is ample and no bet- 
ter opportunity could be afforded for 


those who desire to get acquainted 
with the Jersonnel of our denomina- 
tion and the nature and methods of 
our work. It has been the custom 
of our free churches to thus come to- 
gether since the early colonial days. 
Indeed, the City of Boston and the 
‘‘May Meetings,’’ in Unitarian cir- 
cles at least, are historically associ- 
ated and bear much the same relation 
as, in ancient times, the Feast of 
Tabernacles and Zion’s Hill. Care- 
ful preparations are made during 
many weeks in advance and the 
various programs are so adjusted as 
to furnish the greatest possible vari- 
ety of subjects for all. 

In addition to the delegate meet- 
ings of the Association there are the 
special meetings of the Fellowship 
for Social Justice, the National Alli- 
ance, the Sunday-school Society, the 
Young People’s Religious Union, the 
Unitarian Temperance Society, the 
Laymen’s League, and various other 
philanthropic and religious organiza- 
tions. These, with the Reception at 
the opening of the week and the 
Festival at the close, combine to 
make it worth while for every Asso- 
ciate Member who can possibly do so 
to attend. Come to headquarters, 
make your presence known to the 
Secretary or to some member of the 
Hospitality Committee, and meet 
with and enjoy the companionship 
of your brothers and sisters in the 
household of your faith. Send fora 
Preliminary Program if you think of 
attending. 


The series of People’s 


ee Meetings which has 
10) oci an 
Sarees a been held on Sunday 


evenings through the 
winter at the First Par- 
ish and Austin Street churches, 


vice 
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Cambridge, closed on April 10. The 
committee which had them in charge 
included the Unitarian ministers of 
Cambridge, the secretary of the De- 
partment, representatives of the Cen- 
tral Labor Union and professors in 
Harvard University, a body which 
insured a wide range of topics for 
discussion and prevented undue 
prominence being given to any one 
interest. The meetings have been 
thoroughly typical of the city’s life 
and very successful for this reason. 
The University, the trades unions, 
the churches, social reformers of 
many names have all been repre- 
sented, and have taken part in the 
questioning and discussion which 
follow the addresses. A fine spirit 
has prevailed, and the influence of 
the meetings has been felt in a 
broadening of sympathy and in a 
larger recognition of mutual sincer- 
ity of purpose even though upon any 
given subject there may have been 
great differences of opinion. ‘The 
meetings will be continued next sea- 
sonin the First Church. It has been 
suggested that similar meetings 
might be held profitably in other 
places if the local minister or minis- 
ters, or the men’s club, or other 
interested persons should take the 
initiative. TShe Secretary of the De- 
partment will be glad to correspond 
with any who care to consider the 
matter. 

The April Social Service Bulletin 
came from the printer too late to be 
mentioned in the last Worp AND 
Work. Number 8 is by Thomas N. 
Carver, Professor of Political Econ- 
omy in Harvard University, entitled: 
‘““Rural Economy as a Factor in the 
Success of the Church.’’ His thesis is 
that the problem of the country church 


is largely an economic problem and 
that the best way to secure adequate 
support for the church is to increase 
the prosperity of its members. 

Bulletin No. 9 is on ‘“The Relation 
of the Church to the Social Worker,”’ 
by Herbert Welch, President of Ohio 
Wesleyan University, and aims to 
show how the relation between the 
church and works of charity and re- 
form should manifest itself. 

Recent additions to the Social Ser- 
vice Library have been: 

The City of the Dinner Pail, Lin- 
coln. Cost of Shelter, Richards. 
Each for All and All for Each, Par- 
sons. Labor and the Railroads, 
Fagan. Rural Christendom, Roads. 
Towards Social Reform, Barnett. 


The secretary of this 


Department department has devoted 

oF Comin a large share of his 

and Fellow- : = 

sie time and _ service to- 
wards organizing an 

interdenominational and _ internat- 


ional observance of the centenary of 
Theodore Parker’s birth, which 
occurs the present year, as does the 
fiftieth anniversary of his death. A 
circular letter bearing the indorse- 
ment of fourteen religious associa- 
tions the world over was sent to 
many of the admirers and friends of 
the great American preacher and 
reformer, inviting them to partici- 
pate in this general commemoration 
of his anniversaries. The response 
has been most gratifying, indicating 
the wide-spread appreciation of Par- 
ker’s life and services and the con- 
tinued influence of his writings. 

The National Federation of Reli- 
gious Liberals has organized a Par- 
ker Memorial Meeting to take place 
on May roth and r1th, in Philadel- 
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phia, in the First Unitarian Church. 
The three sessions will be addressed 
by representatives of five or more de- 
nominations on the varied aspects of 
Parker’s career and servicesasthinker 
and theologian, scholar and preacher, 
reformer and man of faith. Revs. 
Joseph May, Chas. W. Wendte, 
Parker’s literary executor Frank B. 
Sanborn, and others will testify out 
of their personal knowledge of him 
as aman and minister. The other 
speakers will be Henry W. Wilbur, 
Revs. Dr. J. Clarence Lee, Anna 
Garlin Spencer, Franklin C. South- 
worth, Richard W. Boynton, Wil- 
liam C. Gannett, Oscar B. Hawes, 
Frederic A. Hinckley, Frank O. 
Hall, John Haynes Holmes, Charles 
E. St. John and Rabbi Henry Ber- 
kowitz. 

In Boston the Free Religious Asso- 
ciation will devote its next annual 
meeting, on May 27th to a commem- 
oration of Parker, under the leader- 
ship of Edwin D. Mead. The speak- 
ers are yet to be announced. At the 
banquet in the afternoon Rev. C. W. 
Wendte will preside, and Parker’s 
friends and contemporaries, Col. T. 
W. Higginson, Mrs. Julia Ward 


Howe, H. G. Spaulding, Rufus 
Leighton, and others will make 
addresses. 


In Lexington, Parker’s birthplace, 
at Watertown, where he taught and 
preached, at West Roxbury, his first 
settlement, commemorative services 
will be held. In New York, at the 
Church of the Messiah, on May 
8th a meeting will be held, with 
addresses by Revs. T. R. Slicer, F. 
O. Hall, S. M. Crothers, John H. 
Holmes, Robert Collyer, Rabbi Wise 
and Booker T. Washington. Chicago 
will keep his memory green by a 


meeting next autumn inthe Abraham 
Lincoln Center, in which Revs. J. L. 
Jones, Edwin D. Mead, Wm. C. 
Gannett, Rabbi Hirsch and C. W. 
Wendte will participate. The alumni 
of the Harvard Divinity School at 
their annual meeting next June, the 
Meadville School early in May, the 
Ministerial Union in Boston at the 
May anniversaries, with various con- 
ferences, will also observe the occas- 
ion. 

In London a special commemora- 
tion will be held in whitweek. Revs. 
J. Page Hopps, Charles Hargrove, 
Henry Gow, J. W. Lloyd Thomas 
and Dr. Cressey will make addresses. 
At the Berlin Congress next summer, 
in Basle, Switzerland, in Paris, 
Kolozsvar, Hungary, and far away 
Tokio and Calcutta Parker’s natal 
day will be celebrated, while a dele- 
gation of American and British 
admirers willlay a wreath of com- 
memoration on his grave in Florence. 

But the best celebration is the 
new centenary edition of Parker’s 
writings issued in fourteen volumes 
by the American Unitarian Associa- 
tion. The set of fourteen handsomely 
bound books, with prefaces and notes 
by various editors and a bibliography 
and complete index, can be obtained 
at the Association rooms for only ten 
dollars, or for $11.50 to cover delivery 
by express. Single volumes are also 
sold at one dollar a volume, or $1.14 
by mail. This has been made possi- 
ble by the generous gift of a former 
parishioner, the late John C. Haynes 
of Boston, toward the publication. 

In these various ways the memory 
of a great and good man is to be 
commemorated, and handed down a 
precious legacy to coming genera- 
tions. 


National Alliance of 
Cnitarian and Other Liberal Christian Clomen 


Headquarters: Room 10, 25 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass. 


Miss Emma C. Low, President 
158 State St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Mrs. Lucia Clapp Nov#s, 7vreasurer 
II St. John St., Jamaica Plain, Mass. 


Mrs. Emity A. FIFIELD, Rec. Sec., 
4 Ashland St., Dorchester, Mass. 


Mrs. ROBERT H. Davis, Cor. Sec., 
19 East 44th St., New York 


Miss FLORENCE EVERETT, Clerk. Office hours 9.30 a.m. to 4 P.M. 


With many branches this month 
is the beginning of the long summer 
vacation, the end of the season’s 
work. It is the time for annual 
meetings, for closing accounts and 
rehearsing the records of the past 
year. It is the time to compare 
notes and learn what has been done ; 
to see if standards have been main- 
tained, if enthusiasm has waned or 
if new regulations should be adopted 
and new promises made; to inquire 
how the branch has sustained and 
upheld the cause for which it stands. 
We have not stood still; have we 
advanced or gone backward ? 

But some are working branches all 
through the year, and some others 
meet only in the summer months. 
These often receive much help and 
inspiration from Alliance members 
visiting or spending the summer in 
their neighborhood. ‘The loyal Alli- 
ance woman when away from home 
never neglects an opportunity to find 
the Alliance branch and give it 
friendly words. 


Delegates must be chosen accord- 
ing to the by-laws, for the annual 
meeting of the National Alliance to 
be held on Tuesday, May 24th at 
10 o'clock A. M. in the South Con- 
gregational Church, corner of Exeter 
and Newbury Streets, Boston, Mass- 
achusetts. Accredited delegates and 
Life Members must present creden- 
tials. In addition to the reports and 


transactions of business, the Corre- 
sponding Secretary will relate her 
experiences in her recent journey to 
the Pacific Coast. 

On Monday, May 23, at 2.30 P. M. 
at the same place the usual public 
meeting will be held, to which all 
are cordially invited. Addresses 
will be given by Mrs. Claude U. Gil- 
son of Elizabeth, N. J., on Loyalty 
to the Alliance, local and national, 
Rev. Samuel R. Maxwell of Green- 
field, Mass. on Local Alliances and 
the Social Question and by Rev. 
EK. G. Prescott on The Unitarian 
Movement in Sanford, Maine. 


In connection with the annual 
meetings the Executive Board has 
adopted the following resolution:— 
‘“Whereas: at each annual meeting for 
the past three years, a motion from 
the floor that the meeting be given 
over for a time to the raising of 
money to wipe out the current appeals 
has prevailed,—and as many branches 
are coming to consider this an annual 
occurrence and some undoubtedly 
are holding back their contributions 
for appeals until the expected called 
at the annual meeting,—Resolved:— 
That the Board of Directors are of 
the opinion that such a movement 
should be discouraged except in 
case of unusual need, and they wish 
to urge upon the branches instead 
the quiet but sustained effort in meet- 
ing the appeals.”’ 


National 


So little is now required for the 
appeals recommended this year that 
without doubt they will be completed 
by branches still holding money and 
by those which have not yet given. 


Secretaries are enjoined to attend 
promptly to the filling out of the 
blanks for the use of the correspond- 
ing secretary in preparing the Man- 
uel. Let them be full, with names 
and addresses plainly written. When 
branch officers are changed, each 
officer should hand over to her suc- 
cessor all documents and letters of 
instruction and help her in every way 
to continue the work without inter- 
ruption. 

At the meeting of the Executive 
Board held on April 8th the resigna- 
tion of Mrs. J. P. Forbes, vice-presi- 
dent of the Middle States was accept- 
ed with much regret. 

The committee on Southern work 
also presented the resignation of Rev. 
J. C. Gibson who has so long served 
the Alliance in the Georgia-Florida 
circuit and who is now reluctantly 
obliged to lay down the work from 
ill health. It will be difficult to fill 
the place of one who has so faithfully 
and efficiently carried out the plans 
of the Alliance and been such an 
enthusiastic, devoted and able pion- 
eer. Such men are rare. 

Rev. Mr. Cowan will be engaged 
for another year and Rev. Mr. Key 
will continue in the North Carolina 
circuit if arrangements can be made 
as heretofore. 

The Ladies’ Industrial Band of 
All Souls Church, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan has become a branch of 
the Alliance, with Mrs. W. E. Borst, 
368 Michigan Ave., as secretary. 
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The director of Michigan is to be con- 
gratulated at this addition to her 
branches and secretaries should send 
a warm welcome. 

Mrs. M. P. Wells-Smith and Miss 
Fanny Field were appointed as dele- 
gates from the Alliance to the Berlin 
Conference. 

It is pleasant to record that the 
little paper The Cheerful Letter has 
now become self-supporting. More 
subscriptions are hoped for that the 
paper may be further improved and 
because every Alliance branch should 
have copies for distribution and every 
Alliance member understand and 
appreciate its value. 

The treasurer announced a new 
Life Member from the Newburgh, 
N. Y. branch, Mrs. L. Gertrude 
Rogers. The branch at Fairhaven, 
Mass. has given the same honor to 
its president Mrs. Abbie A. Smith, 
and Mrs. Samuel R. Calthrop has 
been equally honored by the branch 
at Syracuse, N. Y. which has also 
placed the name of Mrs. Mary KE. 
Bagg, its first president on the In 
Memoriam list. The Memorial list 
has received in addition the names of 
Miss Ellen Foster Marshall, Chicago, 
Illinois; Miss Abba D. Robbins, Bel- 
mont, Mass.; Mrs. A. E. Churchill, 
Concord, N.-H.; Mrs. Sarah V. 
Hender, Burlington, Vermont; Mrs. 
Mary S. Philbrick, Roxbury (All 
Souls) Mass.; Mrs. Susan W. Far- 
well, Boston (South Cong.) Mass. 
These names will be affectionately 
remembered and the money received 
serve as a perpetual membership fee. 


The reports were from the Western 
States and were read with much 
interest being carefully prepared and 
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well written. A short abstract fol- 


lows. 
OHIO 

First Church, Cincinnati. —’The usual 
meetings have been held weekly for sewing 
and the monthly reports and business, fol- 
lowed by discussion on ethical and relig- 
ous subjects. The trend of these discuss- 
ions has been to develop some new method 
for the monthly meetings which would 
bring about more general participation of 
members in the program, than the long 
continued plan of supplying lectures for 
the afternoons. The plan developed is too 
young to be more than an experiment as 
yet, but is certainly thus far very interest- 
ing. 

Three groups of women are working in 
the following humanitarian lines:—Friend- 
ly Visitors for Associated Charities. Help- 
ers for the Shut-In-Society. Workers for 
Cincinnati Visiting Nurse Association. 

Most interesting reports are brought 
from these Circles to the monthly meet- 
ings, suggesting vital subjects for consid- 
eration. 

A class has been formed meeting each 
week for religous study. The subject 
occupying the members at present, is ““The 
Beliefs of Unitarians.” This is to be fol- 
lowed by study of the Bible. They are 
still interested in P. O. Mission and Cheer- 
ful Letter work and respond to all requests 
for Fairs and many appeals from the Nat- 
ional Association, while the sewing circle 
devotes itself to local benevolent work and 
sewing for the Fair. The Cheerful Letter 
Committee is at present collecting books 
for two libraries for towns where books are 
scarce; Winnipeg, Manitoba and Wellfleet, 
Mass. While the branch has not grown in 
numbers it is very much alive and looks 
forward to the coming year with anticipa- 
tions for larger lines of work and increased 
activity in their development. 

Unity Branch.—Monthly meetings have 
been held since September 1909. They 
have now twelve members. They have 
helped the Butte, Mont., Alliance, have 
sent Unitarian literature to friends at Los 
Angeles, Calif., and Grants Pass, Ore., and 
done some charity work in their own city. 
They feel very much encouraged. 

Cleveland.—_From September until the 
Annual Fair the first week in December, 
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there were sewing meetings every Friday, 
allday. The last Fair netted nearly $1000. 

After the holidays, the work is for city 
charities. Appeals in WorD anD WorK 
and numerous postals have been answered. 
They have sent $25. to Bellingham, Wash., 
$5 to Eureka, Cal., and $10 to Franklin. 
Have contributed $200. towards a new or- 
gan, and $350. for other church expenses. 
The Paragraph Pulpit is published in one of 
the leading papers every Saturday morning 
with successful results. They have contrib- 
uted to several city charities. Every 
Spring for four years they have giyen din- 
ners for The Society for the Promotion of 
the Interests of the Blind. 

They gave $75. toward a building fund of 
$500. that was raised for the VY. M.C. A. 
and have taken up work with the Asso- 
ciated Charities in the district around the 
church. Three years ago they began the 
pleasant occasion of a ‘“‘ Guest Day” in 
January and invited Alliances in easy dis- 
tances and members of the congregation 
who are not members, to come to luncheon 
and a program of music and a report or 
talk on general and local Alliance work. 


Marietta.— The work has gone foward 
smoothly and with unusual interest. 
The program planned has been carried out 
and the papers have been of a high order. 

Asa means of raising money, they have 
held markets, (sale of prepared foods) and 
the Christmas Sale was a success finan- 
cially as well as a delight to the eyes. 
The branch has made some necessary 
improvements at the church, has answered 
some solicitations from other branches, also 
contributed to the Pacific Coast Fund. 

“The 20th of January Mr. Saunderson was 
with us and after the lecture, an opportun- 
ity was given to meet Mr. Saunderson and 
a good social hour was held. ‘The visits of 
these friends from the East is a great in- 
spiration to us, and we are looking forward 
with pleasure to our next mid-month meet- 
ing to a visit from Mr. Casson who makes 
a missionary visit to some of our neighbor- 
ing towns in the near future.” 


Salem.—Unity Circle fears that it can 
hardly exist as such, after the closing of 
the Church. This circle has been for 
years a live and helpful organization, 
mostly ofa literary character. This winter 
the meetings have been in preparation of 
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the December Fair. ‘This was in some 
ways a success. They cleared about $110.; 
a much larger sum than they had antici- 
pated. 

Toledo.—This branch has given two en- 
tertainments, a banquet in November and a 
Mid-Winter Festival in February. During 
the winter three families have been taken 
care of and the children kept in school. This 
year they have made two hundred gar- 
ments for the Nurses Aid. Literary pro- 
grammes with the following topics have 
been carried out: What is Christian 
Charity? The Value and Importance of 
Bible Study. ‘Cosmic Consciousness.” 
Emerson Day. The Post Office Mission is 
actively being carried on. 

Youngstown. — Regular meetings are 
generally at the homes of the members. 
The membership has increased since the 
beginning of the New Year from five or six 
to three times this number. 

They have four standing committees. 
The P. O. Mission which distributes liter- 
ature. The Social Committee which gives 
monthly socials in the Chapel, congrega- 
tional suppers and receptions. This faith- 
ful committee has been their standby 
while they were without a pastor or Alli- 
ance president. The Mercy and Help Com- 
mittee (enlarged from the Flower Com- 
mittee) which looks after flowers for 
church service as well as for the sick. 
A Program Committee furnishes a literary 
program for some of the regular meetings. 
So far they have studied well known Uni- 
tarian Men, as Emerson, E. E. Hale. They 
paid for the Paragraph Pulpit for a time 
during the Sunday revival services, as the 
revival speaker made very untruthful 
statements concerning the Unitarian faith. 
The coming year is bright in prospect. 


MICHIGAN 
Mrs. Marks reports as follows :—During 
the past year, one-half of the Michigan 
branches have been without the guidance 
and inspiration of a pastor; it therefore 
goes without saying that much credit is 
due these faithful bands of women, who, 
as one secretary so well says—“ In ortho- 
dox strong-holds, can only endeavor to 

keep alive their principles.” 
By means of suppers and sales, the 
treasury enables them to have an occas- 
ional visit from some neighboring minister. 


Brooklyn.—This branch hopes to secure 
a student for the vacation and is now work- 
ing for a sale. 

Ann Arbor.—This branch still has its 
wheel within its wheel, namely :—its Liter- 
ary Society being the branch open to all 
women regardless of church affiliation, 
with an annual fee of fifty cents, meeting 
weekly. The Fortnightly or Auxiliary 
carrying on the church work; no regular 
membership is charged, but those who 
attend, pay ten cents each time which pays 
for materials to work with during the year. 

Detroit.—In addition to its usual enter- 
tainments, gave a reception to the new 
pastor and wife Rey. and Mrs. Eugene R. 
Shippen, a complimentary supper to the 
men of the church following which a men’s 
club was formed. $279.00 has been given 
for home charities and appeals. The 
branch furnishes flowers for pulpit decora- 
tions each Sunday which are afterwards 
sent to sick members. 

The Junior Alliance meets monthly to 
work for the church and charities, furnish- 
ing the flowers for the Sunday School 
which are afterwards sent to sick children. 
A more earnest or happier band of young 
people would be hard to find. 

Grand Rapids.—The branch of the Hol- 
land Church in Grand Rapids may surely 
be said to be the helpmate of the church, 
giving to it freely its all and ever using 
care and forethought in its good works. 
$150. netted from a fair was given to the 
church to help to pay its debt. To the 
members unable to attend church at 
Christmas time were sent letters of greet- 
ings, to the poor families of the church 
were sent baskets of good things. An apron 
sale is anear event. For this, one of the 
oldest members has knit a bed spread. 
Harmony is the keynote of their success. 

Jackson.—This branch had its usual sup- 
pers, Christmas and Rummage sales, paid 
all the small bills for the church, that the 
pastor who comes this month may begin 
with a clean slate. 

Kalamazoo.—Aside from its other pro- 
jects is planning for three food sales and a 
“Trip around the World” for which the 
Director received a ticket and joins the 
members, in wishing them a successful 
journey both socially and financially. 

Mount Pleasant.—Has had a prosperous 
year. In addition to the regular meetings, 
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they meet nearly every Sunday evening 
with their husbands at some home and 
discuss some magazine article. The mem- 
bers take a prominent part in every organ- 
ization in the city for improvement. 

Onsted. — This little branch meets 
monthly always having a supper or din- 
ner, for which a charge is made. A fair, a 
picnic and a church anniversary are events 
to anticipate and work for annually. The 
branch has made some repairs on the 
church and answered appeals for sales. 

Sherwood.—Has not been very active the 
past year, but hopes from now on to awaken 
with a new interest. 

Harrietta.—Is as ever doing good work. 

Grand Rapids.— All Souls Church, (new 
branch). The Ladies Industrial Band is 
comprised of the ‘‘ Hill” and ‘‘ Central” 
Circles. These circles alternate in their 
weekly meetings at the homes, and meet 
jointly on the first Monday of each month 
at the church for the transaction of busi- 
ness. Since last April they have raised 
$640. 

The Michigan Associate Alliance.—Held 
its annual picnic in June in Toledo, a most 
successful event. Its meeting this year 
will be at Ann Arbor. Toledo and Indian- 
apolis are affiliated with the Michigan 
Alliance. The Directors also visited Mt. 
Pleasant and Harrietta in July—where pro- 
fitable meetings were held—also attended a 
joint meeting of Brooklyn and Onsted in 
July. 

The value of personal contact between 
members and directors cannot be told in 
words, especially when the branch is with- 
out a minister. 

The Michigan branches like their sister 
states, have outlived the old Industrial 
Societies and sales, and deyote much time 
to helpful programs and co-operative work 
with organized charities, as well as work 
outlined by the national body. 


ILLINOIS 


The Alliance branches of Illinois on the 
whole had a very prosperous year and 
while some of them have not been very act- 
ive, they are not in the dangerous condi- 
tion of being satisfied with their past 
record but are planning for the future. 

Chicago Associate Alliance.—Have inter- 
esting meetings once in two months with 
increasing attendance, At the October 


meeting in Evanston, Rev. J. V. Blake 
spoke of Edward Everett Hale, and others 
gave personal recollections of this great 
man. On Dec. 2nd Rey. Ernest C. Smith, 
Sec’y of the Western Conference spoke on 
our ‘“‘ Missionary Work.” As he had just 
returned from a trip through Michigan, 
Wisconsin and Iowa and So. Dakota, his 
address brought them near to the commun- 
ities in which they are interested. On Feb. 
3rd Rev. Walter F. Greenman of Milwau- 
kee, gave an address on ‘“‘ The Limitations 
of Parental Constraint.” Many questions 
were asked and some very lively discuss- 
ions followed. On March 3rd Mrs. T. H. 
Post spoke on ‘‘ The Joy of Living.” She 
banished all pessimism and left everyone 
better equipped to cope with the routine 
and drudgery that falls to his lot. 

Unity Church, Chicago.— Branch has an 
addition of seventeen members. They 
meet every Tuesday making the luncheon 
a social feature. Have made garments for 
the Children’s Free Hospital. Have made 
contributions to the P. O. Mission and 
Cheerful Letter work and doubled their 
contributions to the Frederick Douglas 
Center, also have given towels and bed 
linen to the Elm St. settlement and an- 
swered every call from the sister Alliances. 
Interesting papers have been read. 

The experiment of giving a supper with- 
out soliciting supplies, was tried. After 
paying for material and help they had a 
balance of $13.75. The Swedish Alliance 
was their guest at one meeting. 

Third Church, Chicago.— Five literary 
meetings and one supper have been given 
for sociability. 

It has contributed to the Southern work, 
Meadville students and the appeal from 
Bellingham, Wash., also to the Western 
Conference, American Unitarian Associa- 
tion, P. O. Mission and Cheerful Letter 
work. It has assisted in paying the ex- 
pense of the National Secretary on the Pac- 
ific Coast trip and contributed to the Ellen 
F. Marshall memorial fund besides paying 
over $500. toward the church expenses. 

First Church, Chicago.—Reports a growth 
in the branch since last year, slow to be 
sure, but growth nevertheless. A stronger 
spirit of cooperation is also manifest and 
loyalty to the Unitarian Church. 

They have met each week since October, 
excepting the Christmas Holiday season. 
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On each alternate week papers have been 
given by some member of the Alliance or 
by some one interested in some special line 
of work, philanthropic or educational. 

Swedish Branch, Chicago.—This branch 
is in a flourishing condition. It has twenty- 
four members who are doing much in spite 
of the disadvantage of being scattered over 
a large city. They have answered all 
appeals in the WoRD AND WorkK and _ haye 
sent articles for sales solicitated by various 
branches. The P. O. Mission work is being 
done among the Swedish people both by 
distributing literature at the church and 
by mail. 

Evanston.—The members of the branch 
decided this year to do more charity work, 
instead of trying to raise money. ‘They 
contributed $5. to the Y. W. C. A. of Chi- 
cago and to the expense of the Pacific Coast 
trip, also answered other appeals. 

They support the Paragraph Pulpit in 
one of the weekly papers in Evanston and 
also P. O. Mission work. 

Buda.—Under the disadvantage of not 
having a resident minister began in Janu- 
ary to serve dinners and suppers to keep 
up the social life of the church and help to 
pay the expenses of the church. 

Moline.—Under the inspiration of a new 
minister is looking forward to a prosperous 
year. By a Dutch supper and sales of food 
and fancy articles, it has raised money to 
pay for the music for the church. It has 
also joined with the other churches in a 
reception given to interest the town’s peo- 
ple in an equipment for the Y. M.C. A. 
gymnasium. 

Anna D. Sparks Society, Alton.—They 
have done yery little since September. 
Haye made quite a number of infants’ out- 
fits and are trying to take up the subject of 
Economies and best of all have taken in 
several new members. 

Ladies Aid Society, Alton.—This society 
has met regularly every alternate Wednes- 
day afternoon with several all-day meet- 
ings, where special work was accomplished. 

Under the auspices of the two Societies, 
Anna D. Sparks and Ladies Aid a lecture 
was given Feb. 11th by the Pastor, Prof. 
Howard MacIneary on ‘‘ The Bad Boy and 
how to Treat Him.” This lecture attracted 
many people from yarious churches and 


clubs. 
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On Feb. 18th a Church family supper 
was given to which interested outsiders 
were invited. It was a social success and 
is to be repeated often. On March 8th Mr. 
Strutlioff of Boston was with them and or- 
ganized a young peoples Church Club. On 
June 1th, an evening river excursion will 
be given. This isan annual affair as it is for 
the purpose of replenishing the depleted 
treasury of the two societies. 

Bloomington.—The past year has been a 
busy one for the Bloomington church. The 
steady call for literature has been met by 
the Post Office Mission and by the tract 
rack at the church door. Contributions 
have been made to the newly formed Chan- 
ning League, a branchof the Y. P. R. U., 
$450. for the church music, $3. for Mrs. 
Davis’ trip, and to the Sunday School. 
Seven requests from other branches have 
been answered. The church door com- 
mittee is doing much towards promoting 
the general feeling of friendliness. 

The suppers given the first Saturday of 
the month, are a social feature of the 
church and the Alliance life. Over three 
hundred calls have been made by the 
twelve calling committees. Two meetings 
are held each month, one for sewing and 
one for the study class. Both are well 
attended. 

Geneseo.— Meetings have been held as 
regularly as the severe weather would 
allow. Their readings and talks have been 
helpful and enjoyed and if they did not 
feel the necessity of earning money for 
necessary expenses, would have oppor- 
tunity for more careful study. In Novem- 
ber they gathered clothing and bedding 
for a Quaker School for colored children 
at Mt. Pleasant, S. C. They have fur- 
nished articles for several sales held by 
other societies. Early in December they 
held their Annual Sale and though the day 
was unfavorable, $237. was realized. 

Geneva.—Meets regularly to work for a 
sale which this year netted them $85. The 
young people of the society gave an oyster 
supper which was very successful. The 
Alliance has contributed $100. towards the 
expense of the church. 

Hinsdale. — They have met regularly 
once in two weeks, with a box luncheon. 
At most of the meetings one-half hour was 
given to reading or a talk by some of their 
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members. Rey. Ernest C. Smith told of 
“(Our Missionary Work.” 

Some of the addresses given at the Nat- 
ional Conference have been read and 
extracts from ‘‘The Church of To-day.” 
An experience meeting to raise money for 
a new carpet created a good deal of fun. 
The Christmas supper and entertainment 
was a great success, 

The members agreed to try to raise 
money by subscription instead of doing so 
much sewing. They haye contributed 
about $450. to the expenses of the church 
and given money for P. O. Mission work, 
the Ellen F. Marshall memorial fund and 
the National Secretary’s trip to the Pacific 
Coast. 

Quincy.—Fortnightly meetings at homes 
and several social suppers at the church 
seem to serve to bring people together. 
The Industrial Society which forms this 
branch is one of the oldest in the west. 


MISSOURI 

Kansas City.— Continues to meet every 
week and sew for charity. Have had eight 
talks with stereopticon on nature study 
for children and teaching the Story of Life 
to them. 

Many requests for articles for sale have 
been responded to, and have sent $5. to 
Eureka, California. 

The Eliot Society, St. Louis.x—This 
branch reports a successful and pleasant 
year. At the weekly sewing meetings the 
members work faithfully for the Mission 
Free School. The Cheerful Letter and 
Post Office Mission work is efficiently and 
carefully done. All requests for assistance 
in fairs have met with response. The 
annual dinner and sale was a pronounced 
success, socially and financially, and this 
branch may be able to consider quite liber- 
ally the appeals when they are brought up 
at the April meeting. 

The Literary program has been a con- 
sideration of books that are worth while— 
including one by Edward Everett Hale, 
“The Good Neighbor” by Mary Rich- 
mond, and John Fiske’s Idea of God. 

The year socially has been very pleasant, 
the most delightful occasion being the 
meeting of the Associate Alliance of the 
Central Mississippi Valley when the Secre- 


tary of the N. A., Mrs. Mary B. Davis, was 
a@ guest. 
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Unity Branch, St. Louis, meets every Fri- 
day except for a vacation during December. 
Aprons and fancy articles are made fora 
sale which is an annual event. From the 
proceeds of this sale the Alliance pays the 
organist, contributes to the Southern Cir- 
cuit, to the National Alliance, to the Visit- 
ing Nurse’s supply of infant’s wear and to 
aprons for the South Side Day Nursery in 
which the Alliance is interested. The 
average attendance at the meetings is 17. 
On the first Friday of the month a business 
meeting is held, after which follows a lit- 
erary program, usually led by a member 
of the Alliance, 


MINNESOTA 

St. Paul.— The Alliance work of Unity 
Church while pleasant and satisfactory to 
themselves, has little variation from-year 
to year. 

At the meetings needle work is on hand 
either for charity, or to increase the fund 
in the treasury by a sale or on orders. The 
annual income is about $350. Some liter- 
ary entertainment is furnished at each 
meeting and afternoon tea is served, to in- 
crease the sociability. The Alliance is a 
vital part of Unity Church in the same 
quiet unostentatious way that a mother is 
a vital part of the home; not caring to be 
heard of outside, but striving to fulfil all 
demands made upon her. 

Minneapolis. —'The Woman’s Club of 
Minneapolis Church has changed its name 
to the Woman’s Alliance. The past year 


‘has been one of growth beneficial to the 


society at large. There has been an in- 
crease in membership which has made 
possible an extension in the work under- 
taken. The sewing housekeeping commit- 
tee furnish the income of the society, while 
the social committee furnishes the enter- 
tainment for the meetings. Several good 
papers have been read. 

The P. O. Mission Committee does good 
work also committees on various philan- 
thropic work. The members of this soci- 
ety come together from all parts of a big 
city, with a common interest. ‘To learn of 
the efforts of other branches in trying to 
realize their ideals, will help us to keep on 
and work out the problems before us.” 

Luverne.— This branch serves lunches 
and holds sales to collect funds to meet 
the incidental expenses of keeping up the 
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church, It is felt that the strength is too 
much divided, because of the members 
belonging to literary clubs and _philan- 
thropic societies. 

Hanska claims to be more active than 
before. There are so many things needed 
to bring the church equipment to a reason- 
able state of efficiency, that something is 
going on all the time to earn money. They 
have pledged $75. to complete the parish 
house and a larger sum for much needed 
improvements in the church. 

A play, illustrated lectures, suppers, 
sales, etc., produce the income. Have for 
the third time won out against the saloon 
interests; a stubborn fight. 

Duluth.— This branch is working with 
unabated enthusiasm and the spirit shown 
at the meeting is good. While there have 
been some additions to the membership, 
there has been serious loss by removals. 

Regret is felt at the necessity of expend- 
ing so much energy in money earning, but 
hope this is a power for strengthening the 
spirit. The Alliance always pays the ex- 
penses of the church music and has under- 
taken to provide several other items of the 
running expenses, now that every effort is 
being made for the building of a much 
needed new church which seems an assured 


« fact. 


The all-day meetings at private homes 
are inspiring, mingling work and play 
with the reading of something to inspire 
intellectually and spiritually. ‘Perhaps 
it is a valuable lesson to learn that we can 
appreciate and digest great literature while 
the hands are making the humble kitchen 
apron.” 

WISCONSIN 

Arcadia reports but four members, but 
they hold meetings and é€ach member en- 
tertaining invites her friends and they pay 
ten cents each and they raise some money. 
They are planning to send Fifty Dollars to 
the Western Conference next month. This 
small band is worthy of much praise for 
helping the cause of Unitarianism in this 
way. 

Kenosha.— This branch holds regular 
program meetings on the last Tuesday of 
each month. ‘The remaining Tuesdays are 
work and business meetings. 

The greatest undertaking this year has 
been a banquet given for the Kenoska 
High School Alumni Association, Five 
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hundred plates were served at seventy-five 
cents each, and it was all so well planned 
and executed that one-half of the total 
amount was profit. Some interest in P. O. 
Mission work promises work in that field 
in the future. 

Madison.— This branch reports forty 
active members. Carries on Cheerful Let- 
ter work, has answered appeals for sister 
Alliances with money and articles for sale. 
Has a Lend A Hand Club composed of 
members of the Alliance and church who 
do local charity work. 

Milwaukee. This branch reports in- 
creased membership and good attendance 
at meetings. One meeting held each 
month at which appeals are received and 
responded to generously. After the busi- 
ness a program is presented. 

At the last meeting March 11, Rey. Flor- 
ence Buck gave an address on ‘Belated 
Justice to Servetus.” Invitations to this 
meeting were extended to the branches at 
Kenosha and Madison. Thirteen attended 
from the first and six from the latter place. 
Luncheon was served to fifty. After the 
program, the matter of forming an Asso- 
ciate Alliance was introduced and by a 
unanimous vote, the Associate Alliance of 
Wisconsin was organized with the follow- 
ing officers: President: Mrs. H. A. J. Up- 
ham, Milwaukee, Wis.; Vice-President: 
Mrs. Elizabeth Pudor, Madison, Wis.; Sec- 
retary: Miss Ethel Potter, Milwaukee, 
Wis.; Treasurer > Miss French, Kenosha, 
Wis. 

KANSAS 

The Kansas branches of the Alliance 
have during the past year increased in 
members and in zeal for the realization of 
the purposes of the organization. The 
usual methods have been employed, the 
Study Class, the Post Office Mission and 
the Cheerful Letter Exchange. These 
haye naturally varied in importance in the 
different branches according to local condi- 
tions. The usual difficulty has been en- 
countered in inexperience of each branch, 
growing out of the fact that most of the 
members are connected with literary and 
social clubs that claim more or less of their 
time and interest. Social entertainments 
have been given and these with the sales, 
suppers and dinners and so forth, are a 
part of the whole. Each branch has been 
successful in its enterprises and has an- 
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swered all calls from other branches with 
pleasure. The year’s results have been 
encouraging and the prospects for the fu- 
ture are no less so for each of the branches. 

The Wichita branch joined with the other 
churches for an annual sale calling it a 
‘‘Christmas Shop.” The result was har- 
monious and successful, not only finan- 
cially but for the development of a spirit 
of comity between the churches. It hasa 
variety of enterprises on hand among 
which is the collecting of a carload of 
magazines and papers for which it expects 
to realize one hundred dollars. A Book 
Table has at last been started. Another 
worthy enterprise for which a large num- 
ber of branches are working is the building 
of a new Home for Children. 

Laurence.— This branch numbers forty- 
six members. The study class has taken 
up the Lives and Hymns of noted Unitar- 
jans. They try to keep in touch with re- 
ligious news and political questions. They 
haye also been interested in concerts and 
lectures given at the church. The Post 
Office Mission is in charge of Rey. F. M. 
Bennett, including a monthly publication 
entitled The Open Way, five hundred copies 
of which are widely distributed together 
with numerous tracts and sermons and 
often personal letters. 

The Book Table is not merely a part of 
their annual sale, but at every gathering 
at the church it is a source of profitable 
pleasure. Sales are frequently made. This 
table is considered one of the best mission- 
ary helps. This branch has paid one hun- 
dred dollars toward the new pipe organ 
and are now working to help pay for a 
grand piano and further conveniences for 
entertainments. 

In all these enterprises they have the 
co-operation of a considerable number of 
University students. They are to enter- 
tain the Associate Alliance in April, the 
last meeting of which was held in Topeka 
and well attended. ‘Their year has been a 
happy, prosperous and useful one. 

Topeka.— This branch is progressing in 
every way. They have added several 
members since last year. 


IOWA 


Davenport.—This branch reports twenty- 
six active members and seven honorary. 
Meetings are held weekly from September 
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to December when the annual fair occurs. 
After that event they hold fortnightly 
meetings. 

The fair netted over $400. The society 
is pledged to give $500 to the minister’s 
salary. They are trying to raise a sum for 
next year by the system of day, week and 
month collections of Io cents. 

“Davenport feels most deeply the loss 
sustained by the passing on of our beloved 
Mrs. Ramsey. The society has formed a 
committee for calling on the shut-in and 
afflicted, and have named it the ‘Sarah 
Desire Ramsey Memorial Committee.” 

Humboldt.— We have been much inter- 
ested in Miss Tarbell’s articles in The 
American Magazine on ‘The Deyvyelop- 
ment of the American Women.” 

While we have a total membership of 60, 
our average attendance is 20. Owing to 
the severe winter and much illness we 
have not held our usual number of social 
functions. We have, however, held several 
Food Exchanges a custom that seems to 
meet the needs of our little town very hap- 
pily. All the churches in town serving 
alphabetically conduct an Exchange once 
a week netting from $12 to $25 which we 
consider a very satisfactory way of raising 
money and helping our neighbors at one 
and the same time. 

Some members have tired of the labor 
attendant upon our annual fair, deeming it 
out of proportion to the benefits received. 
So this fall sealed boxes were distributed 
in which we are to place our spare change 
from now until the first of September, I9Io, 
when they are to be opened and if the 
amount thus collected is not equal to the 
$50 usually earned at the fair, we shall 
then proceed to prepare a fair. One of the 
most helpful features to promote regular- 
ity of attendance, was a ‘‘Roll of Honor” 
one of our secretaries kept one year, and at 
the annual meeting of the Circle, the 
names of those “who had been neither 
absent or tardy” were read and they stood 
to receive a demonstration, a simple thing 
but really helpful and I suggest it for fur- 
ther use.” 

fowa City.— This branch continues to 
thrive and grows stronger in work though 
still small in numbers. ‘They cleared 
$102.10 from their holiday bazaar and sup- 
per. The members have undertaken to 
pay the organist and for all music. A new 
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pipe organ has been installed and a choir 
is being organized. The Alliance gave 
fico. toward the organ fund. They have 
responded to every request for help re- 
ceived from other branches. They do not 
attempt any literary or social programs. 

Keokuk. This branch meets every week, 
and after the business meeting a short pro- 
gram is given, often consisting of book 
reviews by the minister or some member. 

Rock Rapids.— This branch is not idle 
but sends no report. 

Sioux City.— The Sioux City Unity Cir- 
cle with 50 members have seven standing 
committees, besides a committee to arrange 
for five afternoon programs during the 
year and four evening entertainments. A 
neat little folder gives their program for 
the year which the president writes has 
been faithfully carried out. 

They have pledged $600. to the church 
this year, contributed $10. to the W.C.N. L., 
carry on a P. O. Mission, respond to many 
appeals for aid from other branches, and in 
short stand ready to help any needful work 
presented to them. 


INDIANA 


Indianapolis.— The only branch in the 
whole state stands so much alone and has 
accomplished so much that the entire re- 
port is printed as an incentive to other 
isolated branches. 

“Having made an adventurous voyage 
across the Atlantic of 1909, the Woman’s 
Alliance of Indianapolis sends greetings to 
the National Board, and this report of loss 
and gain. 

We have carried through nine business 
and eight literary meetings, a cargo con- 
sisting of an Easter sale and supper, a 
dairy lunch, a supper given by the men of 
the church, a sale of Thanksgiving sup- 
plies and a Halloween supper and sale of 
canned fruits. 

We have decorated our church for Easter 
and Christmas, and through the generosity 
of one of our members, we have had the 
joy of flowers before the pulpit every Sun- 
day and then the pleasure of sending them 
to our sick or absent friends. We have 
outgrown our first constitution and built 
us another. 

We invited all the branches whom we 
had helped, to send us contributions for a 
sale, really hoping for a great store of,en- 
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couragement from the personal letters 
they would write. The gifts in response 
were many and attractive, but the friendly 
letters few. 

We appointed a book committee to act as 
agent for the Publication Com. of the 
A. U. A. in selling Unitarian books after 
church on Sundays. We have instituted a 
Neighborly Exchange of all kinds of 
household articles, receipts, patterns, etc., 
with a ten cent fee. We have sought to 
strengthen our minds by a Memory Club 
whose members upon forgetting anything 
important, may receive absolution from 
the Mother Confessor by paying five cents 
into the treasury and confessing the sin. 

We have undertaken to earn our daily 
bread by the Calendar System of Subscrip- 
tion, and by making for the Children’s 
Hospital, quilts which are decorated with 
the names of all who will write them and 
give ten cents. They are then embroidered 
in red. 

We have sought to give thanks for daily 
bread, by sending money to every appeal 
in WorD AND Work, and gifts for fairs 
among the branches to all who ask, and by 
sending jelly to each member of an Old 
Ladies’ Home at Christmas and a contribu- 
tion of jelly to an Old Folks Home. 

We have invited our friends and neigh- 
bors to seven literary afternoon teas and 
two evening entertainments, and enjoyed 
seven talks from our minister while we 
sewed fifty garments for the Needlework 
Guild and aprons for our own sale, and 
clothes for a poor family. 

We sent five delegates to the National 
Conference, three to the Western Confer- 
ence, and one to the Isle of Shoals. 

In her annual report our ex-president 
said: “Important as are these material re- 
sults, their value is secondary to the fine 
spirit that has made them possible. There 
has been self-sacrifice to be sure, and hard 
work in plenty, but all has been given with 
a good cheer that has not counted the cost, 
but has been the expression of joy in our 
work. ‘To each office attaches its duties 
more or less onerous, but this I have found 
to be true, that the more exacting the 
duty, the more gratifying is the compensa- 
tion; not expressed so much in direct re- 
sults, as in terms of comradeship, trust 
and mutual understanding, all adding to 
the sense of one’s priceless experiences.” 
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Midway in our voyage we were crippled 
by illness among the crew and our hearts 
were saddened by the long suffering and 
death of our brave captain. One meeting 
was steered without captain or mate, when 
we turned to one who had just completed 
a faithful watch and who in the night of 
our discouragement again took her place 
by the wheel. Now that the gale is over 
and port comes in sight, we feel with Kip- 
ling’s Ship that we have found ourselves 
as we neyer could have done without the 
strain and fatigue, and that the next yoy- 
age will be more prosperous because of the 
helpful mistakes of this. 


ELIZABETH GOODNOW WICKS, 
Corresponding Secretary. 


While the Corresponding Secre- 
tary has been making her triumphal 
march upon the Pacific coast, others 
of the Alliance board have made 
some of the visits acknowledged to 
be so advantageous to the welfare of 
the Alliance. Canton and Sharon, 
Massachusetts have had the honor of 
receiving the President, who found 
in each branch devoted women ready 
for all kinds of work. Miss Field 
and Mrs. Peterson attended the 
Southern Conference at Jacksonville, 
Florida, conducting an Alliance 
meeting necessarily small, but very 
satisfactory. The Recording Secre- 
tary has had the great pleasure of a 
visit in Washington, D. C., and 
attending the annual meeting of the 
branch. Both church and branch 
are now most prominent and are 
maintaining a high standard for 
others to follow. It is their hope and 
expectation to build a new church 
and should this plan materialize every 
Alliance branch will lend a hand. 


Two noteworthy meetings were 
held in Boston during the past month 
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to commemorate the one hundredth 
anniversary of the birth of James 
Freeman Clarke. One on Sunday, 
April 3d, in the Church of the Disci- 
ples which he founded. The services 
were largely affectionate tributes 
from old parishioners and friends. 
The sermon was preached by Dr. 
De Normandie and will be found in 
full in The Christian Register for 
April 14th. The second meeting 
was an unusually large gathering in 
Arlington St. church on the evening 
of April 4th. Rev. Paul Revere 
Frothingham conducted the services 
and addresses of intense interest were 
given by Rev. Francis G. Peabody, 
D.D., Rev. George A. Gordon, D.D., 
Dr. Charles W. Eliot, and Rev. 
Robert Collyer, D.D. Mrs. Julia 
Ward Howe read an original poem 
and the whole meeting was a fine 
tribute toa ‘‘ great liberal preacher.’’ 


Another anniversary may well be 
noticed by Alliance members. On 
September roth, 1910 will occur the 
hundredth birthday of Mrs. Gaskell 
who wrote Cranford and many other 
stories besides the Life of Charlotte 
Bronté. The father and husband of 
Mrs. Gaskell were Unitarian minis- 
ters, both widely honored. 


At the Unitarian Old Meeting 
House, Newcastle-under-Lyme, Eng- 
land, an interesting ceremony took 
place on Sunday evening, March >7tit 
viz.: the unveiling of the carved oak 
medallion of Josiah Wedgwood, the 
great potter, by his great-great-grand- 
son, Mr. Josiah Wedgwood, M. P. 
In the course of his address he spoke 
of the close association of the Wedg- 
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wood family with the Old Chapel 
during nearly 200 years. Josiah 
Wedgwood’s mother, Mary Stringer, 
was the daughter of a Unitarian 
minister, and his sister Katherine in 
1754 married William Willett, for 
nearly 50 years minister of the Old 
Meeting House. 

The Old Chapel was fragrant with 
memories of great men like Elijah 
Fenton the poet, Josiah Wedgwood, 
Dr. Priestley discoverer of oxygen, 
Charles Darwin, and Samuel Parkes 
one of the first chemists of his day. 
Several M.P.’s had been numbered 
in its list of members, including 
Josiah Wedgwood, son of the great 
Josiah, and the present member for 
Newcastle. 


The branch at All Souls, Winnipeg, 
wishes to thank the different branches 
and individuals interested, for the 
helpful letters and many gifts 
which added much to the display at 
the Easter sale. In articles and 
money 145 gifts were received, 63 of 
them from Massachusetts. From 
these $71 was made and the saleas a 
whole netted $125. Through the 
branch in Washington, D. C. an 
autographed portrait was received 
from President ‘Taft, which was 
bought from the Alliance by the 
church and will adorn the new church 
parlor. 

The secretary at Bellingham, 
Washington, is Mrs. F. K. Gillette 
and not Griffith as printed in the 
March number. This will account 
for the return of some letters, which 
could not be delivered. 


The annual all day meeting of the 
New York League will be held May 


6, atthe Yonkers Church, subject : 
Theodore Parker. 


The branch at Green Harbor, 
Mass. will hold its annual fair on 
August roth and r1th and will grate- 
fully receive any contributions sent 
out by other branches. ‘This fair is 
much depended upon for the expen- 
ses of the little chapel and is an im- 
portant occasion for the neighbor- 
hood. 


Writing from Dix House, Shelter 
Neck, Mrs. Peterson says, ‘It is 
delightful weather down here and 
like our own June with roses in pro- 
fusion. The jasmine and dogwood 
are gone by and the air is heavy with 
the perfume of the wild azalea. We 
are eating strawberries from our own 
garden and have had plenty of let- 
tuce and radishes. Peas are begin- 
ning to bloom, a little latter than last 
year when we had some on the table 
by the 25th of April.” 


By the death of Rev. John P. 


Forbes of Brooklyn, N. Y. the 
Alliance has lost another loyal 
friend among the ministers. His 


dignified presence and his wise and 
kindly words, always at the service 
of the Alliance will be long remem- 
bered and greatly missed. 


The last report of the clerk at 
headquarters showed an _ unpre- 
cedented demand for sermons, chiefly 
for Easter sermons and those of 
James Freeman Clarke. The follow- 
ing communication expresses the 
present need. 
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POST OFFICE MISSION EXCHANGE 

Among the thousands of corre- 
spondents of the P. O. Mission are 
many isolated Unitarians for whom 
this Mission is their Church. 

To meet the need of sermons for 
these correspondents and to supple- 
ment the tracts of the A. U. A. the 
P. O. Mission Exchange was estab- 
lished several years ago. 

A few Churches and Alliances 
have generously contributed to it, 
but we need more sermons, and we 
believe if this use of sermons could 
be more widely known that many 
churches, alliances and individuals 
would gladly subscribe the money for 
printing a sermon by their minister. 
We should like these sermons to 
come from all parts of the country. 

The printed sermons may be sent 
to the P. O. Mission Exchange, 25 
Beacon Street, Boston, Mass., and 
an equal number by other ministers 
will be credited to the contributor. 

These sermons are useful for 
church door and other local distribu- 
tion, and thus a more wide spread 
knowledge of what our individual 
ministers are printing becomes inci- 
dentally one of the valuable results 
of this circulation of sermons. 

We hope to receive at least five 
hundred copies of each but we can 
use a thousand or more. For con- 
venience in mailing we suggest that 
the sermons do not exceed 434 inches 
by 7% inches in size. 

Some societies not belonging to 
this Exchange are now printing ser- 
mons, and we hope that they may 
consider that a slight increase in 
expense will enable them to print 
a larger edition and join it. 

This is a good time to select some 
inspiring sermon of the winter and 


put it intosuch form that it may be 
carried to those who never have an 
opportunity to hear liberal preach- 
ing. 

For the National Post Office Mis- 
sion Committee. 

Mrs. Frederick T. Lord, 
25 Beacon St., Boston. 


It is gratifying to note the growth 
of the British League across the 
water and the acceptance of many of 
the Alliance methods. They are now 
establishing a Church of the Unat- 
tached to reach Unitarians living at a 
distance from a congenial church. 
The British Association has also 
begun the issue of a bulletin called 
WorD AND Worx. The Alliance 
should keep in close touch with the 
League which has advanced so rap- 
idly and will have so many helpful 
suggestions to make. 


Branches having prepared By-laws 
which have proved useful are request- 
ed to send copies to the secretary who 
is often asked for simple rules for 
branch work. By-laws for a Junior 
Alliance are much desired. 

It is suggested to branches receiv- 
ing visits from directors as well as 
invited speakers that it is a gracious 
duty to present the guest with the 
amount of traveling expense incurred. 
Even if it is only ten cents the 
ptinciple is the same and several 
visits sometimes aggregates quite a 
sum for the individual to pay. 


The outstanding appeals are as 
follows:— 
Allegheny, Pa. $46.25 
Waverley, Mass. 110.25 


West Somerville, Mass. 


144.25 


Young People’s Religious Anion 
of the Unitarian Church 


Headquarters; Room 11, 25 Beacon Street, Boston 


REV. HENRY H. SAUNDERSON, President 


Miss GRACE R. Torr, Secretary 


Mr. O. ARTHUR MCMURDIE, 7reasurer 


Directors’ Meeting 


The ninth regular meeting of the 
Executive Board of the National 
Young People’s Religious Union for 
1909-1910 was held in Room 11, 25 
Beacon St., Boston, Mass., on Tues- 
day afternoon, April 5, 1910, at 2.30 
o’clock. 

President Saunderson presided and 
there were present: Mr. Bates, Miss 
Faxon, Mr. McMurdie, Mr. Schu- 
macher, Mr. Sturtevant, and the 
Secretary. 

The minutes of the last meeting, 
the monthly reports of the secretary 
and treasurer, and the month’s bills 
were approved. é 

Rev. F.R. Sturtevant of the Policy 
Committee read the report that this 
committee will present at the Annual 
Meeting. 

An account was given of Rev. 
A.D. K. Shurtleff’s very successful 
field-work trip. It is a source of 
great satisfaction that our Field 
Work this year has been so exten- 
sive and successful. 

The plans for the Annual Meeting 
were thoroughly discussed. 


GRACE R. Torr, 
Secretary. 


Boston Federation 


On Sunday, April 24, the annual 
meeting of the Boston Federation 
was held at the Church of our Father, 


East Boston, Mass. The afternoon 
session, commencing at four o’clock, 
was devoted to reports from the 
unions of their work for the year, the 
election of officers, and general busi- 
ness discussion of the work of the 
past year, with plans for the follow- 
ing year. Rev. A. D. K. Shurtleff, 
on behalf of the East Boston Church, 
made an address of welcome to the 
federation. 

The evening meeting, commencing 
at half-past seven, had for its general 
topic, ‘‘ What We Wish to do as 
Unitarians.’’ Three speakers pre- 
sented different phases of the ques- 
tion: Rev. George Hale Reed of 
Belmont, Rev. Palfrey Perkins of 
Brighton, and Mr. Percy A. Ather- 
ton of Boston, the latter from a lay- 
man’s point of view. 

Miss Ethel Simpson rendered a 
violin selection, and the chorus choir 
of the church, under the direction of 
Mrs. Louise Wood Forest, contrib- 
uted to the music of the evening. 


Life Memberships 


Two additional Life Members are 
reported this month, making our 


total at present 154. These addi- 
tions are: 
153. Mrs. A. George Bullock, 


Worcester, Mass. 
Mrs. Harry Lutz, 
Newton, Mass. 


154. 


It is a source of great satisfaction 
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that our Life Membership list has 
grown so much this past year; there 
has already been an increase of sev- 
enty since the last Annual Meeting. 

Miss Melvin has kept steadily at 
work since the fair, and it is to her 
efforts that the greater part of the 
additions have been made. 

It has already been suggested that 
each union make some one a Life 
Member; and in several instances 
this has been done for the minister. 
There is no reason why a faithful 
president, or secretary, or other offi- 
cer, may not be honored in a similar 
way. 


The Annual Meeting 


Anniversary Week is a time looked 
forward to by the large body of our 
people ; and the young people of our 
denomination are already planning 
for their special day which is to be 
Thursday, May 26, when we want as 
large a representation as possible. 

Several of the unions pay the ex- 
penses of a delegate or two, an exam- 
ple that it might be well for others to 
follow. 

The meeting will take place in the 
Second Church, Copley Square, Bos- 
ton, Mass., as usual. The business 
session will be held at two o’clock, 
with the election of officers, reports, 
etc. Following this an informal re- 
ception will be held in the church 
parlors, after which the Boston Fed- 
eration will serve supper. 

Hach society, having paid its an- 
nual dues for 1909-1910 is entitled to 
three voting delegates, the tickets 
for which will be mailed to the union 
secretaries some time previous to the 
meeting. Those unions, not receiv- 
ing the delegates’ tickets before May 
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21, should notify National Secretary 
at once. It is well to select dele- 
gates early, before your meetings 
cease for the season, and quite in 
keeping to request that a report of 
the business meeting be brought 
back to the local society. Often at 
the first meeting in the fall a brief 
period is devoted to such a report. 
At half-past seven the customary 
public meeting will be held in the 
church auditorium, when addresses 
will be given by Rev. Henry Hallam 
Saunderson, Rev. A. D. K. Shurtleff 
and Rev. Henry W. Foote, each of 
whom has been active in field work 
this year. The public is cordially 
invited to attend this meeting. 


Hospitality During Anniversary 
Week 


The Boston Federation, in co- 
operation with the Unitarian Hospi- 
tality Committee, is planning for the 
reception and entertainment of the 
delegates to the Young People’s 
Religious Union meetings to be held 
Thursday afternoon and evening, 
May 26, 1910, at the Second Church, 
Copley Square, Boston. 

The officers of the Young Peoples’ 
Religious Union will receive at the 
conclusion of the afternoon session, 
and at 6.15 a collation will be served 
to which all delegates are cordially 
invited. 

Through the courtesy of the larger 
committee, delegates will be welcome 
on Thursday, May 26, to the luncheon 
at Bulfinch Place Church, upon appli- 
cation that morning at the American 
Unitarian Association headquarters, 
Room 3, 25 Beacon St., Boston. 

Delegates who may wish to remain 
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in Boston over night will be gladly 
entertained by members of the Bos- 
ton Federation. Write to Miss Grace 
R. Torr (Secretary of the Unitarian 
Hospitality Committee for Anniver- 
sary Week), 25 Beacon St., Boston, 
before May rq. 
MINNIE PACKARD, Chairman, 
CHESTER N. ROGERS, 
GEORGE AMES, 
flospitality Committee of the Boston 
Federation. 


Dates to be Noted 


Unitarian Reception, Monday eve- 
ning, May 23, at the Somerset Hotel, 
Boston. 

Annual Meeting, VY. P. R. U., 
Thursday, May 26, at the Second 
Church, Boston. 

Y.P. R. U: Day at the Shoals, 
Wednesday, July 13. 


“Student Assistants” 


The Policy Committee at last year’s 
Annual Meeting recommended that 
$100 be contributed for the work in 
the college-town church at Urbana, 
Illinois. This recommendation was 
heartily adopted and accordingly this 
sum of money has been forwarded for 
the employment of two students to 
assist Mr. Vail in special work among 
the students themselves. 

Rev. Albert R. Vail, the minister, 
writes in acknowledgment: ‘‘Thank 
you for the check for ‘student assist- 
ants.” We have two students, Mr. 
Sangulee and Miss Taylor, enlisted 
as assistant pastors among students. 
They call on all students whom they 
can find that attend our services or 
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might be interested. They greet 
students at the services, get new 
names, act as host and hostess at the 
Young Peoples’ Meeting, arrange 
social affairs, enlist as many students 
as possible in the preparation of 
young people’s Sunday evening sup- 
pers, socials, etc., and also endeavor 
to draw as many new students into 
church services as possible through 
these social affairs. Shey are now 
engaged in a special campaign for 
members to the Unity Club and the 
church. The results up to date are 
capital. You know not how heartily 
we appreciate the appropriation to 
us.” 


Our Special Day at the Shoals 


Before the unions finish their work 
for the season, it is hoped that some 
attention will be given to the matter 
of the Shoals meetings. The young 
people of our denomination are al- 
lowed one day, known as Young 
People’s Day. An especially attrac- 
tive program has been prepared for 
our day this year; and it is expected 
that the unions easily accessible to 
the New England coast will see that 
representatives are present on that 
day, July 13. 

Rey. Sidney B. Snow of Concord, 
N.H. willaddress the forenoon meet- 
ing. Rev. Henry W. Foote of Ann 
Arbor, Mich., will speak at the dele- 
gate meeting following, and Rev. 
John Haynes Holmes of New York 
is to give the evening address. 


From the Field 


Disciples’ Guild, Boston, Mass. 
At a recent meeting of the Disciples’ 


~~ 
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Guild, a most interesting paper was 
read that had been prepared by Miss 
Theodora Kimball of the Nathaniel 
Hall Society, Dorchester, the subject 
being, ‘‘Unitarianism in the Time of 
Theodore Parker.’’ ‘This paper con- 
tained so much good material and 
was considered such an excellent 
one, that it is to be sent to headquar- 
ters and placed among the lending 
papers for the use of our young 
peoples’ societies. 

Channing Union, Dorchester, Mass. 
‘“‘The Channing Union has had on 
the whole a most successful year ; its 
membership has increased and its 
usefulness to the church also. The 
monthly Sunday evening meetings 
have proved a great adjunct as a 
means of interesting the young peo- 
ple and will no doubt be continued 
next year.’’ 

At Los Angeles, Cal., at the meet- 
ing of the Conference in March, the 
program for the afternoon and eve- 
ning of the second day was in the 
hands of the young people. The 
sessions were admirably conducted, 
the addresses were excellent and 
there was pronounced enthusiasm. 


This will prove an uplift to young 
peoples’ work in the churches repre- 
sented. 

At Northampton, Mass. there were 
two organizations of young people 
affiliated with the National Union. 
In Smith College there are more than 
a hundred Unitarian young women. 
A Unitarian Club has been organized 
among them. A Union has also been 
organized among the Unitarian young 
people of the town. Both organiza- 
tions meet in the Unitarian church 
of which Dr. Henry Goodwin Smith 
is the minister. On a recent Sunday 
evening, on invitation of the Smith 
College Unitarian Club, Rev. Henry 
Hallam Saunderson of Cambridge, 
Mass., made an address on ‘‘The 
Religion of the Spirit.’’ 

From Evanston, Ill., and other 
places visited by our representatives 
this year, come encouraging reports 
of quickened interest and added 
efficiency from the organization of 
the young people of the churches. 
The fellowship of Unitarian young 
people is wide, and is growing 
stronger. The year has seen valu- 
able additions to the organization. 
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The Annual Meeting of 


menugl the Association proved 
Meeting. EB = 

pm to be interesting and 
stimulating. There were spirited 


debates over some resolutions which 
while earnest were not acrimonious. 
The address of the President and the 
report of the Secretary have been 
published in the Register. Abstracts 
of the Department reports are given 
in this number of WoRD AND WoRK. 
The year that closes with this Annual 
Meeting has not been a year marked 
by striking events but a year of 
steady and healthy growth and pro- 
gress in all the Departments of the 
Association. The financial record 
has been one of especial encourage- 
mefit. - The total receipts of the 
treasurer amounted to $283,446.90. 
They are divided as follows: Gifts 
of churches, Sunday-schools, Alli- 


ances and individuals, for missionary 
«purposes, $74,212.28. Gifts and be- 


quests for increase of endowment, 
exclusive of gifts for the Pension 
Fund, $72,394-43- Gifts for the Pen- 
sion Endowment, $42,015. Income 
of itivested funds, $65,908.33. Re- 
turn of loans from the Church Build- 
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FRANCIS H. Lincoun, Treasurer 
Cc. L. Stessins, Publication Agent 
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ing Loan Fund, $18,841.52. Receipts 


from the sales of publications, 
$10,075.34. 

35 The printing and distri- 
Publication bution of tracts for the 
Department. 


past year has amounted 
to 542,500 copies, as against 364,000 
last year, and 387,000 for the year 
before that, this latter quantity being 
the largest ever distributed by the 
Association until the year just closed. 
About half of this increase is ac- 
counted for by the publication of Dr. 
Charles W. Eliot’s ‘‘The Religion of 
the Future,’’ of which 75,000 copies 


have been printed. The Social Ser-. 


vice Series, a new group of pam- 
phlets, has swelled the total by 27,- 
500 copies. Of Channing’s ‘“‘Dis- 
courses and Essays’’ 85 copies have 
been given to settled ministers and 
theological students of all denomina- 
tions. Nine issues of WORD AND 
Work have been published, the cir- 
culation now being 5,200 copies each 
mouth. 

Niné new books have been pub- 
lished during the year. Of new and 
old books together, 11,227 volumes 


_ the highest record that the Depart- 


aVeabeeti sold, only 37 copies short 
of the 11,264 of last year, which was 


ment has ever had. © 1,278 Hymn 
and Service books have also been 
sold, making a total of 12,505 books 
of all kinds. The excellent advance 
made last year over the total sales of 
the previous year has been well 
maintained, indicating a healthful 
and permanent growth in the busi- 
ness of the Department. 

Last autumn the Department in- 
augurated a plan of exhibiting and 
selling the publications of the Asso- 
ciation to our congregations through 
the co-operation of parish representa- 
tives, with the purpose of establish- 
ing local depositories for the best and 
most salable of the Association’s 
books, so that the members of our 
churches could have the direct op- 
portunity of looking over the books 
and conveniently purchasing. 

The project was put into execution 
to the extent of sending out 142 ship- 
ments to as many different churches, 
all the way from Maine to Texas and 
from Florida to the Pacific Coast. 
About 6,500 books were included in 
these parcels, representing a total net 
value of approximately $3,800. As 
books were sold during the autumn 
the depleted exhibits were replen- 
ished by supplementary shipments. 
The results both in a missionary and 
financial way have been gratifying, 
some 2,500 volumes with the Unita- 
rian imprint having been sold. A 
further ground of encouragement is 
found in the fact that most of these 
142 exhibits will be maintained dur- 
ing the coming year, and it is hoped 
that the members of our churches 
will give steadily increasing support 
to this enterprise. 
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In October the Department began 
the regular issue on the first day of 
each month in paper covers of some 
of the best of the older books pub- 
lished by the Association,—at prices 
which are in most cases but one- 
third or one-fourth of the previous 


prices in cloth. ‘These prices repre- — 


sent in nearly every instance only a 
few cents more than the actual cost 
of the books, some of which are be- 
ing reprinted for these special edi- 
tions. This ‘‘Great Affirmations’’ 
Series, as it is called, thus puts 
within reach of all, at the nearly uni- 
form price of 25 cents each, excellent 
books of large and permanent worth. 


The Department has, 


vst during the past year, 
of Foreign ; : : 
Relations. devoted itself primarily 


to furthering the inter- 
ests of the approaching fifth meeting 
of the International Council, to be 
held August 6th to roth in Berlin, 
Germany, by invitation of various 
liberal religious associations of that 
country, under the name ‘‘ World- 
Congress of Free Christianity and 
Religious Progress.’’ 

In the summer of 1909 the Secre- 
tary of the Committee, who is also 
Executive Secretary of the Inter- 
national Council, visited various Eu- 
ropean communities in the interests 
of the forthcoming Congress. In 
England he addressed various audi- 
ences and conferred with committees 
concerning the Berlin meetings. In 


France he enlisted the interest of our 


fellow-workers in that country; in 
Holland secured promises of co-oper- 
ation, and also addressed liberal 
church assemblies in the Rhine prov- 
inces of Germany. In Switzerland 
he increased the local interest in the 
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Congress, participated in the 4ooth 
anniversary of the National (Calvin- 
istic) Church of Geneva, and took 
part in the 350th anniversary of its 
university. In Germany, after visit- 
ing various cities and college towns, 
the Secretary met in Berlin, for pro- 
longed conference, the German local 
committee on the Congress. <A 
provisional program for the meetings 
which he submitted was adopted. 
Copenhagen and Bremen were also 
visited. Over 200 delegates from 
America will participate in the Berlin 
meetings next summer, including 50 
ministers. 

The Unitarian Mission sustained 
for twenty years past by our denomi- 
nation in Japan has undergone con- 
siderable changes during the past 
year, changes which we are confident 
will add greatly to its efficiency. As 
will be remembered, Rev. Clay Mac- 
Cauley, was for nearly ten years the 
greatly respected head of this mis- 
sion. In 1900 he returned to the 
United States, leaving the work of 
the mission in native hands. Last 
summer, at the request of the Di- 
rectors of the American Unitarian 
Association, Dr. MacCauley returned 
to Japan as its representative. Since 
his arrival he has rendered our cause 
admirable service. 

Our fraternal alliance with the 
British Unitarians is a source of in- 
spiration and strength to us. With 
other branches of the Liberal Church 
throughout the world, our Association 
holds relations of increasing good 
will. In Latin countries, France es- 
pecially, our name is proudly as- 
sumed, not as a sectarian appellation, 
but to indicate a philosophy of faith 
grounded deep in the constitution of 
nature and the laws of the human 


mind. Recently a fraternal address 
has been received by our Association 
from The National Protestant Church 
of Geneva, the latter-day disciples of 
Calvin, and has been framed and 
hung permanently on our walls. 
From far-off India our Theistic allies 
send greetings and God-speed. 


Aid has been granted to 


Department upwards of 103 churches 

of Church as 

rz : and missions. Some of 
xtension, 


the appropriations are 
made to the Societies, some are made 
to the ministers serving one or more 
preaching stations. The total amount 
of the expenditure of the Association 
in this work of church extension, 
not counting the salaries of the na- 
tional officers, amounts to upward of 
$57,508.00. 

The growth of the aided churches 
toward self-support is slow. Only 
three churches, those of Littleton, 
NsHee Erie; PastandePassaic.gNcoa., 
have this year attained independency. 
Others, like the Society at Schenec- 
tady- Nn Lancaster ra and 
Jacksonville, Fla., which are now 
well-housed in suitable buildings, 
make steady and reliable gains, but 
the majority continue to ask for ap- 
propriations as large, if not larger, 
than those heretofore granted. The 
President and the Secretary of the 
Association, the Field-Secretaries, 
and the lecturers on the Billings 
foundation, have personally visited 
nearly all of the aided churches, all 
of the new missions, and many other 
of our Societies. 

Fourteen new Societies have been 
added to the list of churches. Of 
these three were organized churches 
which have entered our communion. 
The Pilgrim Church at Attleboro, 
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Mass., heretofore an independent So- 
ciety, brings into our fellowship a 
strong constituency and a handsome 
property. The Pilgrim Church in 
Mt. Vernon, N. Y., comes to us from 
the Congregational body, and the 
Bethany Church in Denver, Colorado, 
from the Baptists. The former is as 
yet without property and the latter 
has a small church building. An- 
other new Society is that at Water- 
bury, Ct., which is a union church 
in fellowship with both the Unitarian 
and the Universalist communions. 
A strong Society has been organized 
at Sanford, Maine, and is self-sup- 
porting from the start. At Potter 
Place, N. H., a union church has 
been organized, ministered to by the 
minister resident at Andover, N. H. 
A new college town church has been 
planted at Eugene, Oregon. ‘Two 
new Societies have been organized 
in connection with the Icelandic 
Unitarian Conference in Manitoba. 
These are situated in the towns of 
Otto and Arnes. A promising new 
movement has been launched in the 
city of Dayton, Ohio. Three Soci- 
eties have been formed in the Cana- 
dian Northwest, namely at Calgary, 
Alberta; Vancouver and Victoria, 
Bees 


Five Societies have completed 
handsome and adequate church 
buildings. These are at Andover, 


N.H., Petersham, Mass., New Lon- 
don, Ct., Waterbury, Ct., and Alle- 
gheny, Pa. Fourteen Societies are 
either watching the construction of 
their new buildings or planning to 
build during the coming summer. 
The beautiful new church at Lynn, 
Mass. will be dedicated in September 
- and shortly afterwards, the well-de- 
signed church for the Society at 


Chestnut Hill, Mass. Two simple 
meeting-houses are building for the 
Societies at Dalbo, Minn., and Ben- 
don, Mich. Ground has been broken 
for the new church at San Diego, 
Cal. Plans have been accepted and 
the money raised for new churches 
at Duluth, Minn., Eureka, Fresno, 
and Woodland, Cal. The Societies 
in Washington, D. C., Indianapolis, 
Ind., Morgantown, W. Va., and 
West Somerville, Mass., all expect 
to build within a short time. 

Commodious new Parish Houses 
have been built and dedicated at 
Waverly, Mass., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
(Third Society), New Brighton, N.Y., 
Hanska, Minn., Berkeley and Po- 
mona, Cal., and the new Parish 
House at Madison, Wis., is fast ap- 
proaching completion. New parson- 
ages have been acquired for the 
parishes of Newburgh, N. Y., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. (First Church), and 
Richmond, Va. 

The usual circuit preaching in 
North Carolina, Northern Michigan, 
in Manitoba and in Minnesota, has 
been carried forward successfully, 
and many of our settled ministers re- 
port preaching stations in their own 
neighberhood. Summer work at 
coast and mountain resorts has been 
actively developed. 


During the past year 
the various enterprises 
and methods of work 
already originated by the Department 
have been carried on with good suc- 
cess. The principal work of the 
year has been the publication of The 
Unitarian Calendar. Almost all of 
the churches using it last year have 
continued to subscribe and a number 
of others have been added to the list 


Publicity 
Department. 
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during the year. As a result, the 
circulation has grown to 11,000. 

Many churches have been assisted 
in their local publicity work during 
the year. Several editions of ‘“The 
Church of the Modern Spirit’’ have 
been printed for a number of 
churches. In the West especially 
the distribution of the booklet has 
met with good success. In Mont- 
clair, N. J., 2,000 copies were mailed 
with other literature and postals for 
reply—the method adopted being the 
most thoroughly systematic thus far 
used by any of our churches. 

The Paragraph Pulpit has been 
published at various points but not 
to the same extent as last year. In 
every case, as in Jacksonville, Fla., 
the Department has only shared in 
the expense of publication. In sev- 
eral places the publication has con- 
tinued through the year, as in Brain- 
tree, Bridgewater, and East Boston, 
Mass. 

The Secretary has addressed many 
meetings during the year, besides 
preaching practically every Sunday. 
During March he made a missionary 
trip through Ohio and West Vir- 
ginia, holding, with Rev. E. C. 
Smith, of Chicago, a series of meet- 
ings in Dayton, Ohio, with the result 
that a promising movement was 
inaugurated. 

During the summer of 1909 the 
Secretary took charge of the summer 
open-air work of the Association. 
Hight men were sent out to four New 
England States, meetings being held 
nightly for several weeks. The 
Secretary also had charge of the Old 
South Meeting House Summer Ser- 
vices and in November and December 
held a special series of meetings at 
the same place. 
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The work among the 


Department No rwegians Rennes 
pees sota s steadily f 
Americans, goes steadily for- 


ward under the wise 
and experienced direction of Rey. 
Amandus Norman. Mr. Lief Huseby 
of the Meadville Theological School 
has given his summer vacations to 
the work. Mr. Norman makes his 
headquarters at Hanska, where the 
new parish house is nearly completed. 
He keeps in touch with the other 
Norwegian societies and preaching 
stations in Minnesota and Wis- 
consin, and issues a monthly 
magazine in the interests of liberal 
religion. 

The work among the Swedes in 
and about Chicago has continued 
under the direction of Rev. August 
Dellgren. He leads the Swedish 
Society in the city and maintains 
preaching stations in the neighbor- 
hood. In Isanti County, Minnesota, 
the work is under the charge of Rey. 
David Holmgren, who has organized 
societies at Dalbo and Springvale 
and has a considerable circuit in 
other parts of the County. 

The Icelandic Societies in Mani- 
toba are under the general charge 
of Rev. Rognvaldur Petursson, with 
headquarters at Winnipeg, and it is 
there that the Icelandic Unitarian 
Association holds its meetings. Rev. 
Gudmundur Arnason serves as min- 
ister of the flourishing Society in 
Winnipeg, which is now well on the 
way toward self-support, and Rey. 
Albert E. Kristjansson is to make 
his central station at Mary Hill on 
Lake Manitoba and serve the circuit 
in that neighborhood. 

The Directors have recently ap- 
pointed Rev. Risto Lappala to. -in- 
augurate work among the Finnish 
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people. He will make his head- 
quarters at Duluth, Minn. 

Mr. Francis P. Malgeri has con- 
tinued his most valuable work among 
the Italians of Greater Boston, and 
in such other places as his services 
have been called for. He renders 
much assistance at the Social Ser- 
vice Department of the Massachu- 
setts General Hospital in dealing 
with cases among Italians, he has 
regular hours at Denison House, con- 
nects Italians in distress with the 
proper relief agency, assists them in 
obtaining work, helps those who are 
suffering injustice by reason of igno- 
rance or poverty to obtain redress, 
organizes social work in Boston and 
elsewhere, addresses many public 
meetings of Italians on civic duties 
and privileges, and in numberless 
ways promotes the welfare of his 
countrymen. 


The past year has been 


Peloiece , fuitful in encouraging 
of Comity an . } : 
Fellowship. displays of interdenomi- 


national comity and in- 
terchanges of sentiment and service. 
With the Universalist body especi- 
ally, our relations are increasingly 
cordial and sympathetic. Notably 
is this shown by the recent joint ac- 
tion of the two bodies in establishing 
at New London and Waterbury, Ct., 
churches whose membership and de- 
nominational affiliations are both Uni- 
tarian and Universalist. The large 
participation of Universalist as well 
as Unitarian ministers and laity in 
the International Council of Liberal 
Religious Thinkers and Workers, 
and its more recent offspring, the 
National Federation of Religious 
Liberals, tends to promote this unity 


of spirit and endeavor. No less than 
thirty Universalist ministers and lay- 
men are enrolled in the company of 
American delegates to the Inter- 
national Council at Berlin in August 
next. 

Between the representatives of 
Liberal Orthodoxy, so-called, and the 
Unitarian fellowship there is increas- 
ing good will and co-operation. For 
the most part these displays of reli- 
gious breadth and sympathy are of a 
nature which does not lend itself to 
public report and comment. On last 
Forefather’s Day, in Pilgrim Hall, 
Boston, the two branches of the Con- 
gregational Church of New England, 
so long separated, held a joint meet- 
ing, addressed by the President of 
the American Unitarian Association 
as well as by the prominent represen- 
tatives of modern New England orth- 
odoxy. A similar and hardly less 
notable gathering was held in the 
Old Meeting House in Hingham, 
while on the succeeding Sunday the 
Trinitarian and Unitarian ministers 
of the towns in Plymouth County 
exchanged pulpits. In the Berlin 
Congress, in which Unitarians bear 
so active a part, Americans repre- 
senting at least ten different denomi- 
nations will participate. Among 
these the Liberal Friends and the 
Reformed Jews display especial inter- 
est in the ideals and work of the 
Congress, and their co-operation is 
greatly prized. 

The Department has taken much 
interest in the State Federations of 
Churches in Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island and Connecticut, sent repre- 
sentatives to their council meetings, 
and sought to aid their wise and 
reconciling work. 
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- The Secretary of the 
Department Department was com- 
of Education. ee . 

missioned by the Di- 
rectors to aid in the work of the 
college town churches, to co-operate 
with the endeavors of the Young 
People’s Religious Union, to deal 
with matters. connected with the 
preparation of candidates for the 
ministry, to visit and encourage the 
schools which are under Unitarian 
administration, and to advise in re- 
gard to the use of the income of the 
Educational Funds administered by 
the Association. 

In the six months of his service 
the Secretary has visited our churches 
in the college towns of Ithaca, N. Y., 
Lawrence, Kans., Urbana, Ill., Lin- 
coln, Neb., and Madison, Wis., and 
has spoken to Unitarian gatherings 
at Brookings, S. D., and at the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota in Minneapolis. 
He has also visited Columbia, Mis- 
souri; Columbus, Ohio; and Grand 
Forks, North Dakota; college towns 
where at present we have no church. 
He has spoken to young people’s 
gatherings at Topeka, Kansas; 
Omaha, Neb.; and Bloomington, I1.; 
has visited our church in Exeter, 
N.H.; the Hackley School at Tarry- 
town, N. Y., and Proctor Academy 
at Andover, N. H.; and has spent 
a day at Danville, Kentucky, in con- 
nection with the proposed Industrial 
School there. He has also visited 
the Meadville Theological School, 
attended the meeting of the Religious 
Education Association at Nashville, 
and maintained the regular work of 
the pastorate at Ann Arbor. Our 
churches in college towns in nearly 
every case give evidence of prosperity 
and of doing a satisfactory work. The 
importance of our work at college 


towns can hardly be exaggerated. 
We have no greater opportunity of 
helping to mold the national ideals 
for the next fifty years. 


The following schedule 
indicates the directions 


Department 
of Social in which the Depart- 
and Public ment has been at work 
Service, ingthe past? year sar: 
Information. 2. Edu- 
cation. 3. Publication. 4. Legisla- 
tion, ~~ 5. Organization” =6—.Co- 
operation. 


1. The work of supplying informa- 
tion and counsel to the ministers and 
people of our churches upon matters 
of civic and philanthropic interest 
has greatly increased. There have 
been many inquiries about forms of 
social service which the parishes have 
wanted to undertake; and quite as 
often about the conduct of larger 
efforts for the common good in which 
our people have wished to co-operate 
with others beyond the parish 
boundaries. 

2) Education. = (a) A Lecture 
List has been prepared by the Depart- 
ment, printed and distributed. It 
gives the names and addresses of 165 
Unitarian ministers who stand ready 
to give their services to churches, 
clubs, and alliances for lectures on 
some five hundred literary, social 
and religious subjects. (b) During 
the year twenty-seven new books, 
besides a number of reports, have 
been added to the Social Service 
Library. ‘This library is for the use 
of all our ministers and people who 
may be interested in social questions. 
The catalogues are mailed upon re- 
quest. (c) The Department has been 
frequently asked to suggest courses 
of reading and study on social sub- 
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jects. This has been done and in 
the next year it is proposed to extend 
this form of service by issuing several 
printed suggestions of reading courses 
in sociology, economics, etc., and to 
provide, if there shall be sufficient 
call for them, small libraries which 
may be kept a reasonable length of 
time by those to whom the books 
suggested in the published lists are 
not available. (d) The Department 
initiates and helps to organize social 
service institutes and conferences. 
These institutes are particularly 
adapted to the smaller towns. Such 
places have social problems which 
are quite as difficult for them to solve 
as any which the cities have to meet, 
and they have neither the resources 
nor the expert knowledge which the 
cities can command. Specimen pro- 
grammes will be furnished by the 
Secretary and he is always glad to co- 
operate in securing expert speakers. 
(e) The Secretary has given sixty- 
nine lectures, addresses and sermons 
within the year besides presiding at 
nineteen of the People’s Meetings 
held on Sunday evenings in Cam- 
bridge and attending numerous com- 
mittee meetings. He has thus been 
able to make suggestions for practical 
work in many places and in all kinds 
of situations. 

3. Publication. On the first of 
each month the Department issues 
the social service Bulletin, of which 
the purpose, according to the pros- 
pectus, ‘“‘is to offer suggestions for 
the conduct of work for the common 
good in our churches, and also to 
give circulation to articles on different 
phases of the social question — some 
original contributions and others 
reprints from the magazines and the 
reports of various societies.” They 


have been received with favor, and 
have had so wide a circulation that 
it has been necessary to reprint the 
first six numbers and to increase the 


‘ editions of the later issues. 


4. Legislation. The Department 
endeavors to be of service in respect 
to legislation in two ways: (1) by 
calling attention to approved bills 
which it would be desirable to have 
enacted into law, and (2) by rousing 
opposition to objectionable bills which 
it would be unfortunate to have 
passed. 

5. Organization. In the fall of 
1909 a series of People’s Meetings 
for the discussion of social and civic 
questions was organized in Cam- 
bridge, Mass. They were held on 
Sunday evenings, for the most part 
in the parish house of the First Parish 
Church, from November to April. 
The meetings were eminently suc- 
cessful and unusually representative. 
Capitalists and labor men, university 
professors, professional people, social- 
ists, tax reformers, business men, 
clerks, and men and women of leisure 
were present at the more notable 
meetings. The effect of the confer- 
ences was felt in the growth of a spirit 
of tolerance, in the acknowledgment 
that it is possible to be sincerely 
devoted to the common welfare and 
yet hold widely differing opinions on 
social theories, and in the develop- 
ment of mutual respect and sympathy 
among those who would rarely know 
each other were it not for such gath- 
erings as these. ‘The churches have 
won increased respect by their will- 
ingness to open their doors to such 
free and untrammelled discussion. 

6. Affiliation with philanthropic 
movements. The American Unitarian 
Association through this Department 
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has continued its membership in the 
American Prison Association, The 
National Conference of Charities and 
Correction, the Massachusetts Civic 
League, the Playground Association 
of America, and the National Health 
League. The Secretary of the De- 
partment has represented the Associ- 
ation at the Buffalo meeting of the 
National Conference of Charities and 
Correction, at the Conferences of the 
Massachusetts Civic League at 
Springfield, the Country Church 
Association and the National Child 
Labor Committee at Boston, and at 
the Boston meetings of the Massachu- 
setts Conference of Charities. 

7. The work among the Italians 
in Hastern Massachusetts is described 
in the report of the Department of 
New Americans, but as that Depart- 
ment has no executive officer the 
work has been carried forward under 
the auspices of the Department of 
Social and Public Service, with which 
it is closely allied. 


From the income of the 
Ministerial Aid Fund, 
the Rebecca Warren 
Fund, and the Judah 
Monis Fund, aid to the amount of 
$4,065 has been given during the 
year to forty-two ministers and two 
widows of ministers. 

In accordance with the agreement 
entered into by the Directors of the 
Association by which the Association 
acts as the Trustee of the Funds 
of the Unitarian Service Pension 
Society, the Treasurer has, under the 
instruction of the Directors of that 
Society, distributed to the qualified 
beneficiaries the sum of $1933.10. 

During the year a beginning has 
been made of an endowment fund 


Ministerial 
Aid. 


for the Unitarian Service Reunion 
Society. ‘The Association, as Trustee 
for this Society, has received gifts 
and contributions for this endowment 
to the amount of $42,015.00. 


During the year the 


Church capital of the fund has 
Building been increased by the 
Loan Fund. 


sum of $1,406.30, so 
that the principal now 
amounts to $148,675.38. Six societies 
have completed payments, and new 
loans to the amount of $18,500.00 
have been made to four churches. 
These new loans have been to Socie- 
ties in Lancaster, Pa., Hanska, Minn., 
Duluth, Minn., and an additional 
loan to Dunkirk, N. Y. There are 
now outstanding loans to fifty-six 
churches and the total amount loaned 
since the foundation of the fund has 
been $455,680.00 in 173 loans. 


The library has received 


Library. by gift and purchase 186 
bound volumes and 200 
pamphlets. These have been cata- 


logued and shelved and 1135 cards 
have been written. The accessions 
have filled almost all the remaining 
space upon the shelves and there will 
soon be need of additional cases. 

The sets of lantern slides have been 
used for lecture and illustrative pur- 
poses by ministers in all parts of 
the country, and have travelled from 
Eastport, Maine, to Eureka, Cal. 

A number of new pictures have 
been added either by gift or loan to 
the collections at the Headquarters. 
These include an oil painting of Dr. 
De Normandie by Walter C. Page, a 
bronze bas-relief of Dr. Hale by W. 
Clark Noble, framed photographs of 
Dre Hale and= of Hon, Carroll] D.- 
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Wright, and several photographs of 
churches. Rev. Clay MacCauley has 
added to the slide collections a set of 
beautiful slides illustrating life and 
scenery in Japan. 


At the Annual Meeting 
Social Service three resolutions were 
Resolutions. adopted which had refer- 

ence to the work of the 
Department of Social and Public 
Service, and to the relation existing 
between the churches and philan- 
thropic and social reform movements. 
The first of these called attention to 
the social service institutes and the 
people’s meetings of which mention 
was made in the report of the 
Department. 

As an expression of our great inter- 
est in the work of the recently estab- 
lished Department of Social and 
Public Service, be it 

Resolved, that we heartily commend 
to our fellowship the Social Service 
Institutes, or Conferences, and the 
People’s Meetings, typical of which 
is the noteworthy series of Sunday 
Evening Conferences recently held 
in Cambridge, Mass., for the un- 
trammelled discussion of social and 
civic questions and for the presenta- 
tion of expert knowledge on the social 
problems of the times. 

In accordance with this resolution 
three institutes are already under 
consideration for this fall, and a group 
of churches are trying to arrange for 
Sunday evening people’s meetings 
on the circuit principle. The Secre- 
tary of the Department will be glad 
to correspond with any who may be 
interested in these forms of activity. 

A commission on the Church and 
the Social Question was provided for 


in the following resolution, thus add- 
ing the Unitarian Churches to the 
list of religious bodies which have 
appointed similar commissions. 

Whereas it is today universally 
conceded that a real and intimate 
relation exists between the church, 
or churches, and all works of philan- 
thropy and social reform, and 

Whereas, in the growing com- 
plexity of modern life, it is increas- 
ingly difficult to determine how the 
church, or churches, shall manifest a 
recognition of this relationship and 
act thereupon, therefore, 

Be it Resolved, That the president 
of this Association through its Social 
Service Department be, and hereby 
is, requested to appoint, as soon as 
convenient, a Commission of fifteen 
members, comprising both ministers 
and laymen, and including represen- 
tatives of all sharply-defined points 
of view, to be known as the ‘“‘ Uni- 
tarian Commission on the Church 
and the Social Question,’’ which 
Commission shall be charged with 
the task of defining specifically the 
contribution which the churches, both 
individually and in their collective 
capacity, can and should make to the 
work of social progress and reform. 

Finally, as an expression of the 
interest of our churches in the vari- 
ous movements for the promotion of 
the common welfare, the President 
of the Association was requested to 
send fraternal delegates to the con- 
ferences of some nineteen different 
organizations. ‘This action was par- 
ticularly appropriate and will serve to 
emphasize the deep concern which 
Unitarian churches have always had 
in philanthropy and social better- 
ment. 
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The American Unitarian 
Association maintains 


Unitarian ; , 

House, Unitarian House in 
Chautauqua, Chautauqua to offer 
Noy: 


hospitality to all Uni- 
tarians and liberals who 
may visit that great summer uni- 
versity by the lake. It is open 
throughout July and August and is 
in charge of Rev. and Mrs. William 
Channing Brown. Public services 
of worship, a reading table, free tracts 
and a free circulating library are 
maintained. OnJuly 20, Wednesday 
afternoon, a Unitarian conference 
will be held in our house. The 
subject: ‘‘College Trained Men 
and Women: How the Unitarian 
Church is Helping Some of Them 
— Might it Help More?” ‘The 
speakers are Mr. John Graham 
Brooks, expert on social questions, 
Rev. Henry Wilder Foote, Secretary 
of the Department of Education of 
the American Unitarian Association 
and Rev. Samuel M. Crothers, D.D., 
minister of our church in Cambridge, 
Mass. All are cordially invited to 
attend this conference. On the fol- 
lowing day, Thursday morning, there 
will be a minister’s meeting to which 
all Unitarian ministers are invited. 
On the evening of Thursday the 21st 
a reception in honor of Dr. Crothers 
will be held at Unitarian House and 
all are welcome. 

The week of our Conference, July 
17-23, is especially interesting. On 
the general program Rt. Rev. 
Charles D. Williams, Bishop of 
Michigan, gives sermon and devo- 
tional hours. John Graham Brooks 
gives a series of lectures on ‘‘ Co- 
operation.’’ Dr. Crothers also gives 
a series of five lectures and, with 


reading hour each day, two evening 
concerts and two recitals, beside a 
moving picture program, the week is 
full of variety and interest. 

Unitarian Headquarters will be of 
service to all who wish to go to 
Chautauqua in any way open to it. 
For information address, Rev. William 
Channing Brown, Littleton, Mass., 
to July 1st. Box 174 Chautauqua, 
Nw Ys after July rst. 


Beginning June 12 as in 
At West Rox- former years there will 
bury Meeting bea series of four open 
rioUss, air services on the grass 

at the side of the old 
West Roxbury Meeting House, 
corner of Church and Centre Streets, 
Bellevue Station. 

The first service will be conducted 
by the Rev. George L. Cady of Dor- 
chester and the music will be led by 
the Page Class Chorus of Roxbury. 
June 19 will be a service in memory 
of Theodore Parker, whose only 

ettlement was over the society that 

worshipped in this meeting house on 
June 21, 1837. This service will be 
conducted by the Rev. Francis H. 
Rowley, D. D., with addresses by 
Mr. Edwin D. Mead and Rev. 
Charles W. Wendte, D. D., who per- 
sonally knew Mr. Parker. ‘The third 
service on June 26 will be conducted 
by Rev. Edward Hale of Brookline, 
and the fourth and last service on 
July 3 will be by Rev. Samuel M, 
Crothers, D. D., of Cambridge. 

These services are held at five 
o’clock in the afternoon. Bothsteam 
and electric cars stopping at Bellevue 
Station will bring strangers very near 
to the Meeting House and a hearty 
welcome is extended to all. 


National Alliance of 
Cnitarian and Other Liberal Christian Women 


Headquarters: Room 10, 25 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass. 


Miss Emma C. Low, President 
153 State St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Mrs. Lucta CLapp Nov#s, 7reasurer 
II St. John St., Jamaica Plain, Mass. 


Mrs. Emizty A. Firrrenp, Rec. Sec., 
4 Ashland St., Dorchester, Mass. 


Mrs. ROBERT H. Davis, Cor. Sec., 
19 East 44th St., New York 


Miss FLORENCE EVERETT, Clerk. Office hours 9.30 a.m. to 4 P.M. 


The two meetings announced to be 
held by the Alliance during the May 
anniversaries in Boston have been 
thoroughly carried out without dis- 
appointment or drawback. The 
audience at the public meeting on 
Monday, May 234d, filled the South 
Congregational Church to overflow- 
ing, some turning away from lack of 
seats. Miss Low presided and the 
welcome was given by the pastor of 
the church, Rev. Mr. Cummings, 
who offered his greeting ‘‘in the 
spirit of Dr. Hale.’’ 

In the same spirit, Mrs. J. W. 
Andrews the first president of the 
Alliance, sent a lovely basket of 
pansies with this letter : 

‘“‘IN MEMoRIAM.— Pansies were 
Dr. Hale’s favorite flowers ; he often 
called them God’s little children. 

Your old associate, Mrs. Andrews, 
sends these pansies to the church to- 
day, in loving memory of the warm 
welcomes Dr. Hale has given for so 
many years to the National Alliance, 
and then with tender reverence led it 
to the Father for guidance and 
strength. She also sends her loving 
greetings to each and all of you, with 
deep regrets that she cannot give 
them in person as usual, and adds a 
tender, loving goodbye with God’s 
blessing.’’ 

With the exception of one year 
when she was in India, Mrs. Andrews 
has never before been absent from an 
annual meeting. 

The principal speakers of the after- 
noon were Mrs. Claude U. Gilson of 


Elizabeth, N. J., whose subject was 
‘* Loyalty to the National Alliance.”’ 
She told of the good work formerly 
done by women, of their faithfulness 
and devotion ; then of the debt owing 
to the organizers of the Alliance, 
their wisdom and foresight and the 
great results accomplished, and 
thirdly of the present opportunities 
offered women for loyal service, and 
in quickening the religious life of the 
community. 

Rev. Samuel R. Maxwell of Green- 
field, Mass., who spoke on ‘‘ The 
Local Alliance and Social Work.’’ 
He praised the work of the Alliance 
and said its members could attend to 
social reforms better than women of 
other churches because they were 
less concerned with foreign missions. 
To make their influence avail they 
should make themselves conversant 
with local conditions and inform 
themselves respecting all legislation 
necessary. The Alliance can do 
much to create helpful social activi- 
ties in the church. 

Rev. Elvin J. Prescott with ardor 
and enthusiasm told the story of 
‘“The New Movement in Sanford, 
Maine,’’ which beginning with an out- 
door preaching trip showed almost 
marvellous results. Large audiences, 
a Sunday-school of two hundred and 
fifty, an Alliance branch and the 
prospect of a church edifice almost 
immediately are the wholly encourag- 
ing though startling consequences of 
Mr. Prescott’s energetic miuistry. 

Rev. William Channing Brown said 


National 


a few words for Chautauqua giving 
the audience a cordial invitation to 
go there and Mrs. U. G. B. Pierce 
of Washington availed herself of the 
opportunity to speak of the new 
church and parish house so much 
needed in Washington and which it 
is hoped will be built to perpetuate 
the name of Dr. Hale. Every Alli- 
ance woman will be interested in this. 


The annual meeting was held on 
Tuesday morning, May 24th, also in 
the South Congregational Church. 
The church was filled although only 
289 credentials were received at the 
door. 

It was somewhat surprising that 
only twenty delegate’s cards came by 
mail, as every branch is entitled to 
representation and even in this way 
keeps closer in touch with the Execu- 
tive Board. The name of a delegate 
often supplies the means of communi- 
cation with a branch not otherwise 
furnished. 

This was the business meeting of 
the year and reports were read by 
the Recording Secretary, and the 
chairman of the committees on Post 
Office Mission, Cheerful Letter Ex- 
change, Appeals, Finance and Cre- 
dentials. These reports with the 
Treasurer’s annual statement in full 
will also be printed in the Manual 
which will be sent to each branch in 
October. It is important that atten- 
tion should be given to these reports, 
especially by those branches from 
which no delegate could attend the 
meeting. Every member should 
understand the work of these com- 
mittees and in particular learn to 
comprehend the full force of the report 
of the treasurer, for oftentimes the 
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question of money seems to need 
explanation. It will be seen that 
only a very small part of all the money 
raised by the branches is used for the 
machinery of the executive board or. 
even in answering the appeals recom- 
mended, thus showing that the 
branches are quite free in their own 
disbursements and in their own choice 
of missionary work. ‘This year every 
appeal known as ‘“‘ National,’’ that 
is, presented by the National Execu- 
tive Board has been promptly 
answered and completed, nearly 
$3,000 having been distributed. 

A proposition offered by the chair- 
man of the Post Office Mission com- 
mittee that the name of the committee 
be changed caused a discussion. 
Mrs. Lord wished for a name that 
should be more inclusive, showing 
the broader work done and suggested 
‘The Committee on Distribution of 
Literature,’ with sub-divisions 
‘“Neighborhood, Parish, Post Office 
Mission.’’ ‘The ‘‘sense of the meet- 
ing’’ was in approval of the change 
although there was opposition from 
among the members who had been 
Post Office Mission workers for many 
years. Mrs. Wells-Smith, who wrote 
the story of Sallie Ellis and has been 
prominent in the Post Office Mission 
from the beginning, strongly depre- 
cated a change of name or making 
less prominent the  Post-Office 
Mission. 

The question will be most carefully 
considered by the Executive Board, 
and all interested will have time and 
opportunity to hear the reasons for 
and against. 

The interest of the meeting culmin- 
ated in the address of Mrs. R. H. 
Davis, the Corresponding Secretary, 
who had just returned from her long 
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journey to the Pacific Coast. For 
very nearly an hour she commanded 
the close attention of the audience 
while she told the story of the trip 
and the conditions of the many 
branches she visited. She was not 
only welcomed everywhere but was 
received with enthusiasm. Several 
new branches were formed in places 
where church movements have 
recently resulted in organization ; 
older societies that were visited by 
the recording secretary ten years ago 
and by the president five years ago 
declared themselves invigorated and 
helped by Mrs. Davis; and better still 
the few branches and churches that 
had become discouraged and de- 
pressed were given a new impetus 
and filled with a new courage. The 
Executive Board has always felt that 
Alliance money is put to a good use 
in sending representatives from one 
section of the country to another, 
helping as in hardly any other way 
to maintain the national character of 
the Alliance. 

The following resolutions were 
unanimously carried. 

The National Alliance in annual 
meeting assembled, appreciating the 
noble work and splendid co-operation 
of the British League sends affection- 
ate greetings and good wishes for the 
coming year. 

Offered by Mrs. Atherton. 

The National Alliance of Unitarian 
and Other Liberal Christian Women 
of the United States and Canada sends 
hearty greetings to the Berlin Ladies’ 
Committee and through them to all 
the women of the Liberal household 
of faith in Germany. 

The National Alliance sends cordial 
greetings to the Unitarian women of 
Hungary. At the time of the 75th 
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anniversary of the American Uni- 
tarian Association, Professor Boros 
won our esteem and aroused our 
interest in his people. His gift of 
‘* A Book of Prayers for Women ”’ is 
appreciatively recalled. The Alliance 
with its 380 branches and 17,000 
women believes so strongly in co- 
operation, it values so highly its own 
organization, that it takes advantage 
of the occasion to urge the sisters in 
Hungary to band themselves together 
in one national society like the British 
League and the Alliance in America, 
to quicken the religious life of the 
churches and bring the women into 
closer acquaintance, co-operation and 
fellowship. God hasten the day 
when we may all stand together in 
one international federation of liberal 
women ! 

Messages of sympathy and affection 
were voted to Mrs. Andrews the 
Alliance ex-president, to Mrs. Forbes, 
recently the Middle States vice- 
president and to Miss Clarke who 
has served the Alliance many years 
on important committees, all now 
detained at home by illness. 

The hearty congratulations and 
good wishes of the Alliance were also 
sent to Julia Ward Howe whose 
ninety-first birthday occurs May 
27th and who has always been the 
firm friend of the Alliance and a co- 
adjutor in all its work. 


The last meeting of the New 
England Associate Alliance held at 
Lowell, Mass., was one of the best 
recorded, with 315 delegates from 
eighty-one branches. Co-operation 
was the subject for report and discus- 
sion in the morning, and in the after- 
noon Dr. De Normandie gave great 
pleasure with ‘‘ Reminiscences of 
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Edward Everett Hale.’’ The autumn 
meeting will be held in Kennebunk, 
Maine, during the first week in 
October. The newly elected secre- 
tary, who is also the treasurer, is 
Miss Jessie M. Fisher, 217 Church 
St., Newton, Mass. 


The Missouri Valley Associate 
Alliance met at Lawrence, Kansas, 
on April 29th, with fifty-five dele- 
gates present and had a most suc- 
cessful meeting with a programme 
enlivened with excellent music. The 
branch at Lawrence has helped to 
purchase a pipe organ for the church ; 
the Topeka branch has given a con- 
siderable amount towards the minis- 
ter’s salary ; Kansas City reported a 
successful sale and all had a good 
story to tell. The morning session 
closed with a biographical sketch of 
Mrs. B. Ward Dix by Mrs. Alfred 
Whitman. Three interesting papers 
occupied the afternoon. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
RECORDING SECRETARY 


It is one of the duties of a secretary to 
make a report each year, and we do not 
know how we can better open our budget 
this May day than by reviewing the things 
that have happened since the May time we 
chronicled a year ago. 

The year now closing has been in many 
respects a satisfactory one, and the un- 
changing success of the Alliance gives us 
ground for honest congratulation. 

Fifteen new branches have been formed, 
one in Maine, two in Massachusetts, two in 
New York, two in Washington and one 
each in Michigan, West Virginia, Cali- 
fornia, Oregon, Arizonia, Canada and two 
in British Columbia. 

The meetings of the Executive Board 
have been held monthly with regularity 
and good attendance. In October the 
board took advantage of the established 
custom of meeting once outside of Boston 
and held its meeting in Chicago in connec- 
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tion with the sessions of the National Con- 
ference. As members of the board came 
from New Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, New York, New Jersey, 
Maryland, Illinois, Louisiana, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Colorado, California and Can- 
ada, a most advantageous opportunity was 
given for discussion of Alliance problems 
and interchange of ideas. 

In many parts of our country Unitarian- 
ism is almost unknown and the Alliance is 
a new and untried work needing explana- 
tion and advocacy, so it was well to bring 
these officials together for consultation. 

For this same reason officers have been 
sent to yarious sections as often as the 
national treasury would permit. Mrs. 
Mersereau attended the Conference at St. 
Paul, Mrs. Peterson was sent to Jackson- 
ville for the Southern Conference, our 
President has been at the Middle States 
Conference and lastly the Corresponding 
Secretary has made the long-projected 
journey to the Pacific Coast of which you 
will hear a full account. This has been 
the great achievement of the year. 

The various Associate Alliance branches 
holding periodical meetings are of great 
value in increasing a knowledge of the 
plans and purposes of the Alliance, creat- 
ing fellowship and co-operation in its work, 
The addition of the Wisconsin Associate 
Alliance this year makes the number 
thirteen. 

The denominational paper WoRD AND 
WoRK undoubtedly does much to extend 
information and bring all branches into 
communication with each other and with 
the Executive Board. 

The reports upon which such emphasis 
has always been laid have been unusually 
full and carefully prepared. Mere items 
only can appear in WORD AND WoRK and 
the reports seem to be an endless iteration, 
but itis not so. They tell of success and 
failure, of the small beginning and the 
prosperous outcome, of struggle and cour- 
ageous persistence in one place and of easy 
well-doing in another, of self-sacrifice and 
generous giving and best of all of the 
growing zeal and enthusiasm for religious 
work and a more just estimation of the 
power of the Alliance and the responsibil- 
ity ofits members. All this the Executive 
Board finds in the story of the branches as 
read at the monthly meetings. 
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More changes have been made in the 
Executive Board than in any year before. 
By increase in numbers Massachusetts and 
New York have each been able to secure an 
additional director, making four in New 
York and nineteen in Massachusetts. ‘The 
resignation of the Vice-President for the 
Middle States caused sorrow to all and the 
vacancy remains unfilled. The director 
for Nebraska resigned as did the director 
for Vermont the latter position only being 
filled. Three places in the Massachusetts 
directorate have been made vacant, two by 
resignation and one by the death of the 
lamented Mrs. Clifford whose genial pres- 
ence and ready counsel have been much 
missed by the board. The branches which 
were assigned to her became her peculiar 
charge, receiving special attention and 
guidance and her memory will always be 
a source of gratitude. 

We must not fill our annual report with 
obituaries, but the record would be incom- 
plete without regretful mention of the loss 
sustained by the death of Mrs. Mary W. 
McKittrick of St. Louis formerly vice- 
president for the Middle West; of Mrs. 
Sarah Fairfield Hamilton for many years 
the enthusiastic director for Maine; of 
Mrs. Victoria M. Richardson of Illinois, a 
director from the beginning in the old 
Auxiliary and continuing in the Alliance, 
a staunch supporter of the new organiza- 
tion at a critical time in its history; and of 
our former president Mrs. Harriet EK. Dix. 
Although retired from official connection 
with the board, her experience and advice 
were always ayailable and generously giyen 
to the Alliance which now feels like an 
orphan child. 

Others this week will pay fitting tribute 
to Dr. Edward Everett Hale and Rey. 
John P. Forbes, but among all who have 
this year passed out of this life, these two 
will be always remembered as loyal friends 
of the Alliance and their death has made 
the year eventful. 

As will be seen from the special reports 
the standing committees of the Alliance 
have faithfully cared for the part entrusted 
to them. The Post Office Mission and 
Cheerful Letter Exchange remain most 
active agencies and there seems to be no 
limit to the work that may be done. The 
Post Office Mission under an energetic and 
capable committee is extending its lines in 


various ways and is not altogether confined 
to the mail bag. 

The Cheerful Letter is at last self-sup- 
porting and the Exchange committee has 
re-organized itself economically. Each 
committee will make its own plea for 
recognition and support which it should 
have from every branch. 

If the chairman of the committee on 
Appeals does not speak boastfully enough 
in her report we must speak for her. If 
an appeal once touches her heart and wins 
the approval of her head the amount 
needed is sure to be forthcoming, for no 
branch can resist her forceful presentation. 

The committee on Study Classes has 
given consideration to lending papers and 
subjects for study and made helpful sug- 
gestions to branches. A new Leaflet is in 
process of writing. 

The clerk’s reports each month show the 
increasing applications for books from the 
Lending Library. The care of this adds to 
the duties of the clerk at headquarters 
which is one of the busiest rooms on the 
top floor of the Channing Building. The 
office of Headquarters Committee is no 
sinecure. 

Our missionary work in the south con- 
tinues to be of absorbing interest. Both 
chapel and school wherever established 
meet a great need. The regular circuit 
preaching has been somewhat interrupted 
by the resignation of both Rev. Mr. Gilli- 
lan and Rey. Mr. Gibson. Mr. Gillilan 
was much liked and his service was untir- 
ing, but being handicapped by blindness 
the demands made upon him were greater 
than he could always meet without diffi- 
culty and he withdrew. Rey. Mr. Key has 
been doing double duty and with the help 
of Mrs. Peterson who has been in North 
Carolina all winter the circuit has not 
suffered. 

Our greater loss has been in the Florida- 
Georgia circuit. Mr. Gibson has had 
charge of that section from the first and 
has accomplished a really conspicuous 
work, but he has been in failing health for 
some time and the Alliance had no alter- 
native but to release him from all care and 
responsibility. No successor has yet been 
found. 

As graduates come from Meadville and 
the Pacific School the Alliance is looking 
for the right person to appear to take up 
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the work waiting in this circuit where the 
opportunities for real missionary service 
offer prospects of sure reward. The Alli- 
ance lends its influence to these schools 
and recommends the branches to appropri- 
ate money. 

Grace Chapel at Green Harbor, Massa- 
chusetts, continues a point of interest and 
care. The people are doing their utmost. 
The Chapel is kept in good repair and this 
year by great effort, a piece of land adjoin- 
ing the parsonage has been purchased to 
prevent encroachment. This makes the 
property more symmetrical and more yalu- 
able. The Alliance may be proud of its 
Mission church on this far away eastern 
shore. 

The committee on College Girls inaugu- 
tated last year, has pushed its work suc- 
cessfully, reaching many colleges and 
interesting Alliance members in college 
towns to make the acquaintance of Unita- 
rian girls and keep them in association 
with churches of their own faith. It has 
been gratifying to find that among other 
projects of the Alliance this has been 
adopted and enlarged upon by our friends 
across the sea, the British League. 

All gifts of money will be reported by 
the treasurer, but one other should be 
mentioned. Mrs. Catlin has presented the 
Alliance with a full set of WorD anp 
Work, including the Monthly Report 
which was sent out during an interregnum 
when WORD AND WORK was not issued. 
The yolumes are uniformly bound and are 
invaluable for reference. This is but one 
of the many instances in which the former 
treasurer has shown her continued remem- 
brance and love for the Alliance. 

This then is our reckoning. Nothing 
startling or new this whole year! But have 
we not gained something? We have not 
yet reached the summit but we are nearer. 
Each year shows new indications of the 
strength of our organization. Not in new 
branches, not in larger numbers, not in 
money alone, but in the increasing unity 
of purpose, that national unity which is 
the secret of our strength. 

As in the Civil War it was proved that 
New York could not be New York nor 
Ohio be Ohio without Massachusetts and 
without Georgia, so our Alliance cannot be 
Massachusetts or New York without Maine 
and without California, no, nor without 
Colorado. 


More and more we consider ourselves as 
soldiers of a great army taking our orders 
from those, who having sight of the whole 
field will see to it that no effort is mis- 
applied. 


This means increasing power and _ re- 
sponsibility for the Executive Board. ‘To 
strengthen and conserve the whole body by 
maintaining close relations with the in- 
dividual branches, to extend far and wide 
a knowledge of Alliance principles and 
methods, to help everywhere those who are 
trying to make known or keep alive our 
faith, to prevent the work from being nar- 
rowed to local interests or scattered in 
directions momentarily fancied, to guide 
without dictation or infringing upon the 
freedom of the branches, to inaugurate new 
movements when needed, this is the task 
of our wise president and her executive offi- 
cers. To be of any use an executive board 
must always be in advance of the branches. 


The branches also must be practical, in- 
telligent partners in the business, alive to 
all modern methods and not shrinking 
from every trifling sacrifice in the fiulfil- 
ment of their mission. 


Our Alliance was constructed with noble 
and unselfish purpose. Its maintenance re- 
quires that each one of us shall be answer- 
able for her share in its progress. 


These splendid annual gatherings, now 
so long continued have done much to 
deepen interest and increase faithfulness 
in the great work in which we are all en- 
gaged, and which it is evident that for its 
own growth and progress every church so 
much needs. Before another year, not one 
liberal church should be without an Alli- 
ance branch, nor should there be one Uni- 
tarian woman who is not also an Alliance 
woman. The Alliance, the Church, the 
Unitarian faith never needed more loyal 
service than now. Let 18,000 women give 
it! 


The summer vacation of Miss 
Everett, the clerk at headquarters 
Boston, will embrace the week be- 
ginning July eleventh and two weeks 
in August beginning on the eighth. 
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Officers and Directors for 1910-11 


President: Rey. Henry Hallam Saunder- 
son, Cambridge, Mass. 

Vice-Presidents: Mrs. Joseph Abbott, 
Charleston, S. C.; Mr. Sanford Bates, 
Dorchester, Mass.; Rey. John Haynes 
Holmes, New York, N. Y.; Rey. John H. 
Lathrop, Berkeley, Cal.; Rey. Abbot Peter- 
son, Lancaster, Mass.; Rey. Albert R. Vail, 
Urbana, I11. 

Secretary: Miss Grace R. Torr, Pea- 
body, Mass. 

Treasurer: Mr. O. Arthur McMurdie, 
West Somerville, Mass. 

Directors: Miss Caroline S. Burrage, 
West Newton, Mass.; Mr. Dakers Cameron, 
Montreal, Canada; Miss Emily J. Cline, 
Dorchester, Mass.; Rey. Henry G. Ives, 
Andover, N. H.; Mr. Harold S. Lyon, West 


Bridgewater, Mass.; Mr. Philip C. Nash, 


Allston, Mass.; Mr. H. Houghton Schu- 
macher, Quincy, Mass.; Miss Almira FE. 
Simmons, Wollaston, Mass.; Rey. Charles 
J. Staples, Burlington, Vt.; Miss Harriet 
C. Stimson, Fitchburg, Mass.; Miss Elsa 
Waldie, Germantown, Pa.; Mr. John H. 
Wilson, Cambridge, Mass.; Mrs. Mary G. 
White, Syracase, N. Y.; Rey. Arthur B. 
Whitney, Saco, Me. 


The Annual Meeting 


The opening paragraph of the secre- 
tary’s annual report sums up the im- 
portant lines of progress in the most 
successful year the Young People’s 
Religious Union has ever had :— 
“The year just passed has been re- 
markable for the number of young 
people’s societies that have come to 
light, for the amount of Field Work 
accomplished, for the great gain in 
Life Membership, and for the splen- 


did results of the Fifth Biennial 
Bazaar.’’ 

The annual reports will be printed 
and distributed. One of the most im- 
portant lines of actions of the annual 
meeting was in the matter of incor- 
poration. Mr. Percy A. Atherton, 
chairman of the committee on incor- 
poration, reported for the committee. 
The necessary papers are drawn in 
legal form, and the meeting voted 
that the Young People’s Religious 
Union be incorporated. This vote 
of the meeting will be carried out 
forthwith. 

Delegates were present, not only 
from the New England States but 
from more distant states and Canada. 
The meeting was large, and the 
interest in the annual business was 
keen. 

After the business session, the 
Boston Federation tendered a recep- 
tion to the past and present officers. 
Later this federation, with its cus- 
tomary hospitality, provided refresh- 
ments for the assembled delegates. 

At the evening session a choir of 
young people, of the Boston Federa- 
tion, sang three anthems, and the 
president conducted a service of 
worship. Addresses were made by 
three men who have been active this 
year in field work for the Union,— 
Rev. A. D. K. Shurtleff, vice-presi- 
dent, Rev. Henry Wilder Foote, 
field secretary, and Rev. Henry 
Hallam Saunderson, president. 

Mr. Shurtleff voiced the new religi- 
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ous impulse which expresses itself i in 
social service. Mr. Foote made a_ 
strong plea for the extension of the 
work of the Union for the churches 
in college towns, especially in employ- 
ing students as assistants for the 
ministers for work among the stu- 
dents. Mr. Saunderson spoke on 
the worth, to the coming genera- 
tion, of the broad fellowship of this 
organization of young people of liberal 
faith. 


Life Memberships 


The seven new members for the past 
month bring the total for the year to 161. 
_ The following are the latest additions: 

155. Mrs. Edward Cummings, Cambridge, 
Mass.; 156. Mrs. Wm. J. Rotch, New Bed- 
ford, Mass.; 157. Mrs. Benjamin M. Jones, 
Belmont, Mass.; 158. Mr. O. Arthur Mc- 
Murdie, West Somerville, Mass.; 159. Mrs. 
Elizabeth H. Holden, Boston, Mass.; 160. 
Charles EK. Ware, Esq., Fitchburg, Mass.; 
161. George Wigglesworth, Esq., Milton, 
Mass. 


Boston Federation 


The annual meeting of the Boston 
federation was held Sunday, April 
24, under the auspices of the Cud- 
worth Guild, at the Church of Our 
Father, East Boston. 

The following officers were elected 
for 1910-1911: President, Mr. 
Sidney L. Kimball of the Nathaniel 
Hall Society, Dorchester; Vice 
President, Mr. Frank C. Cook of the 
Cudworth Guild, East Boston ; Secre- 
tary, Miss Edwina E. Reynolds of 
the Channing Guild, Dorchester ; and 
Treasurer, Mr. Frederic M. Eliot of 
the Winkley Guild, Boston. 

Miss Cannon, of the Massachusetts 
General Hospital, spoke in the after- 
noon, and the evening meeting was 


addressed by Rev. George H. Reed 
of Belmont, Mr. Percy A. Atherton of 
Boston, and Rev. Palfrey Perkins of 
Brighton. 
HARRIET E. UNDERHILL, 
Secretary, 


South Middlesex Federation 


The meeting was called to order in 
the First Parish Church, Concord, 
Mass., by the president, Rev. Harry 
Lutz. Rev. Alson H. Robinson of 
Newton Centre, led a devotional ser- 
vice, after which the roll was called, 
taking up the subject of the afternoon 
‘The Line of Advance.” 

The roll call was answered by the 
unions in response to the question 
‘“ What Are You Doing to Aid the 
Advance?’’ These responses brought 
out the fact that several of the 
churches are without settled minis- 
ters, and the young people have had 
something of a task to hold their 
organizations together. In two other 
parishes new ministers have been 
recently installed and one parish is 
soon to lose its long settled minister 
to a broad, public service. One new 
guild, however, has been added; and 
during the year $150 had been raised 
by one guild, $100 by another, and 
$40 by still another. Such a year 
must be called successful in the best 
sense—for it has demonstrated the 
ability of the young people of the new 
generation to meet adverse conditions 
and plan their own advance. 

Rev. Edward Cummings then ad- 
dressed the conference on ‘‘The 
Plan of Attack.’’ His address em- 
bodied a very clear exposition of the 
fundamentals of the Unitarian faith, 
and the idea the adherents of that 
faith are trying to advance ‘‘ the 
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kingdom of heaven at hand’’—God’s 
kingdom on earth. 

* He was. followed by Mr. Sanford 


a _Bates who spoke of ‘‘ Backing Up the 
- Line of Advance.’’ 


Rev. Henry Hallam Saunderson 
succeeded him, and closed the con- 
sideration of the subject by some 
stirring words about ammunition, 
saying that the Y. P. R. U. has a 
definite purpose to fulfil,—a definite 
duty to perform,—to carry on and up- 
hold the standards of the liberal faith. 

On motion of Miss Melvin it was 
voted ‘‘ that a committee of three be 
appointed by the chair to investigate 
the Friendly Service Committee work 
of the Boston Federation, and report 
to the South Middlesex Federation 
at its annual meeting in October. 

Rey. Loren B. MacDonald then 
conducted a devotional service and 
prayer. Rev. Thomas Van Ness, one 
of the founders of the Y. P. R. U., 
and its first president, preached to 
the conference an impressive sermon 
upon the imminence of God—the 
absolute necessity for a belief in his 
laws that would stand the test of 
daily life, and the value of the rewards 
of righteous living—life more abund- 
ant, life everlasting. 

JOSEPHINE BRUORTON, 
Secretary. 


North Worcester Federation 


The eleventh annual meeting of 
the North Worcester Federation was 
held in Leominster, Sunday, April 
24th. The meeting opened with a 
praise service led by the president, 
Rev. Abbot Peterson. A _ cordial 
address of welcome was given by 
Miss Ruth Derby of Leominster, to 
which Mr. Peterson responded. 
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The following list of officers was 
elected: President, Rev. Abbot Peter- 
son, Lancaster; vice president, Miss 
Helen W. Greenwood, Leominster ; 
secretary, Miss Rena Carter, West 
Berlin; and treasurer, Mr. J. Kimball 
Eager, Fitchburg. 

The three addresses of the after- 
noon were given by Rey. F. J. Gauld 
on ‘‘ Being in Earnest,’’ by Rev. R. F. 
Leavens of Fitchburg on ‘‘ Civil and 
Religious Liberty;’’ and by Miss 
Fannie E. Austin of the Universalist 
Church of Leominster, her subject 
being ‘‘ Service.’’ 

Lunch was served by the Leomins- 
ter young people, after which a full 
religious service was held, Rev. F. J. 
Gauld presiding, assisted by Rey. 
R. F. Leavens and Rev. F. R. Gale. 
A very eloquent and helpful sermon 
was preached by Rev. E. F. Hayward 
of Marlboro. 


HELEN W. GREENWOOD, 
Secretary. 


South Worcester Federation 


The spring meeting of this federa- 
tion was held with the Parkman Guild 
of Westboro on Sunday, April 24. 

The afternoon session opened at 
4.30 with the president, Mr. Harry 
Newman, inthe chair. Miss Dorothy 
Smith welcomed the federation in 
behalf of the entertaining union. 

The paper of the afternoon was 
given by Mr. Richard K. Newman of 
Hopedale on ‘‘Loyalty.” At the 
evening session Rev. William A. 
Wood of West Upton gave a fine 
address on ‘‘ The Call to Service and 
Its Auswer.’’ 


May A. LELAND, 
Secretary, 


